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Though the Ojibwe Forests Rally did take place last August — unlike the majority of sports activities scheduled during the summer of 2020 — it was a much smaller event, without the usual throngs of spectators gathered to watch the racing action. "It was kind of low key," said rally chairman Erick Nelson. "There were no spectators, and we didn't do
any publicity. It was just a competition." This year, however, several of the rally's 15 stages will be open to spectators, including the final two stages, which will be held at Detroit Lakes' own Detroit Mountain Recreation Area . "The Mountain is our headquarters this year, as it was in 2019," Nelson said. The first eight stages of the race will take place
on Friday, Aug. 27, and the course will consist mainly of forest roads. The forest road stages of the Ojibwe Forests Rally offer up some mighty scenic views... when the drivers aren't kicking up too much dirt to see what lies beyond the road ahead. This year's race begins Friday, Aug. 27 and concludes on Saturday, Aug. 28 at Detroit Mountain
Recreation Area. (Alex Wong / Emotive Image) The last seven stages will be held on Saturday, Aug. 28, with five of them taking place in and around Itasca State Park, and the remaining two at Detroit Mountain. A customized track has been set up at the Mountain for the race finale, with the last stage being completely visible to spectators. Even those
areas not readily accessible to the public can still be viewed via the event's live feed. "All of the stages will be streamed live," Nelson said — something they first began doing last year, due to COVID-19 safety restrictions on large group gatherings. "We were the first U.S. rally to live stream every stage, and this year, we're doing it again," he added.
All 15 stages of the race can be viewed online at ojibweforestsrally.com/live , starting at 9 a.m. Friday,. Aug. 28, and continuing through Saturday's final two stages at Detroit Mountain — which will also be available for viewing on a giant 20-foot video screen set up at the Mountain's main lodge. "We will also have food trucks and merchandise set up,"
Nelson said, adding that Wood Fire Pizza , Slim Piggins and the DL Ice Cream Truck will all be there, and they will have t-shirts, hats and more race memorabilia available for sale as well. "We will open it up to spectators at 2:30 p.m., and it's a free event." Though Nelson said rally organizers have no idea how many spectators will show up — "it could
be 200, or it could be 2,000," he added — they do know that the number of participants has already reached near-record numbers. "We have 65 drivers registered," Nelson said on Saturday, Aug. 21. "That's the most I've seen since I became chairman (in 2012)." "We usually have around 40-45 (drivers)," he continued, adding that all of the races in the
American Rally Association (ARA) series have had a larger turnout than normal this season. Race participants this year include current ARA series points leader — and past Ojibwe Forests Rally champion — Travis Pastrana as well as Barry McKenna, Ken Block, Brandon Semenuk, Seamus, Burke, Bucky Lasek, Karen Jankowski, Ele Bardha and "local
hero" Scott Putnam, to name a few. "We have drivers coming from all over the United States as well as from Canada, Ireland and Australia," Nelson said. Though the actual racing will take place on Friday and Saturday, there are a number of pre-race events scheduled from Tuesday through Thursday — including the kickoff party, which will take
place at Disgruntled Brewing (an event sponsor) in Perham on Thursday, Aug. 26 from 5 to 9 p.m. "They (the brewery) wanted to be more involved this year," Nelson said of the reason for holding the kickoff party in Perham instead of at the Mountain. Some of the cars participating in the rally will be parked outside the Perham brewery on Thursday
night; there will also be a few rally cars parked outside Detroit Lakes' O'Reilly Auto Parts (another event sponsor) earlier in the day. Nelson added that the kickoff party will also serve as a memorial event for the late Kerry Freund , who preceded him as chairman of the rally. What: Ojibwe Forests Rally Viewing Party When: Saturday, Aug. 28, starting
at 2:30 p.m. Where: Detroit Mountain Recreation Area, Detroit Lakes More info: For more information, including a complete, downloadable spectator guide, visit the website at ojibweforestsrally.com . Home Forums > Minnesota Subaru Discussion > MNSubaru Event Center > Discussion in 'MNSubaru Event Center' started by mctenold, Aug 18,
2018. (You must log in or sign up to reply here.) Home Forums > Minnesota Subaru Discussion > MNSubaru Event Center > The Ojibwe Forests Rally is home to some of the most beautiful stages in the world. The 'land of 10,000 lakes' has many hidden dirt roads that come out of the woodwork every year for the American Rally Association presented
by DirtFish National competitors to enjoy, and this year is no different.However rain hitting the region this weekend has caused some concerns. Friday’s stages have a sandier texture to the dirt, and after an extremely dry summer, a rain-filled weekend means no one knows for sure how the surface will react. Saturday’s stages have already started to
show some serious surface-degradation and are ever-deepening with sloppy mud in places.While we can’t say for sure what the future holds for the stages as weather and racing progress, here is what DirtFish was able to learn on recce.SS1/5 Crossroads (10.14 miles)One of Ojibwe’s most famous stages, Crossroads, will kick off Ojibwe for 2021. The
stage is quick with co-drivers calling mostly 'threes' and 'fours' toward the start before becoming more technical later on.Crossroads features the famed Crossroads jump, which is situated 1.5 miles onto the stage. The jump is a favored place for spectators year after year and provides some great airtime for the crews. Cars land immediately into a left
turn meaning drivers will have to trust their notes more than their eyes if they want to get a good time through this section.The back part of the stage does get technical, but more of a fast-technical, almost similar to areas of Olympus Rally. Turns flow back and forth at speed, but a great level of precision will be needed to avoid any mistakes.SS2/6
Steamboat (12.3 miles)Starting just opposite Crossroads, Steamboat explores the technical aspect a bit further at the beginning, but opens up and takes drivers on some of Ojibwe’s famous high-speed crests.The elevation changes on Steamboat are a bit more pronounced than those of Crossroads, and despite not having a super clear jump, fast cars
will likely be experiencing small bouts of airtime as they avoid being thrown off course by the constant ups and downs.Steamboat features one very long straight that goes up and down a few crests, before dumping drivers right into an acute left as they’re bouncing off sixth gear; just one of the few moments of the 12-mile stage that could hypnotize
drivers if they become too comfortable.SS3/7 Thorpe Tower (4.32 miles)At a shave under five miles long, Thorpe Tower should be one of the easier stages of the rally. The roads here are wider, straighter and flatter than the majority of anything else drivers will see this weekend.After what is likely to be a very wet first two stages, the easy turns of
Thorpe Park will allow drivers to have a little bit more speed, and will hopefully let some of the two-wheel-drive classes play a bit of catch up to their all-wheel-drive counterparts.This stage does become a bit slower and curvier towards the end, but only for the last half-mile.SS4/8 Refuge (6.03 miles)Refuge is very similar to Thorpe Tower but just a bit
more consistent in nature throughout the whole length of the stage. Drivers won’t have as many moments where they’ll be caught off-guard by the note they just heard, and should be able to get into a very good rhythm for this stage.It will complete both loops of Friday, bringing the first 65 miles of Ojibwe Forests Rally to an end.SS9/12 Height O’
Land (11.56 miles)If there’s any stage more famous than Crossroads at Ojibwe, it’s Height O’ Land. The nearly 12-mile stage will start things off on Saturday for competitors who survived the first day.What you'll probably know about Height O’ Land is the beautiful land bridge that snakes through Shuckhart Lake. This section of road produces some
of the greatest rallying photography and video that you'll find anywhere in the entire world.But what you might not know about Height O’ Land is everything else. It's an absolutely fantastic stage to race on from start to finish, starting off with the gnarliest crests competitors will have raced on yet, and has many super steep downhill sections with
dangerous drop-offs on the side, sometimes turning as well. If the rain continues this weekend those areas will likely be terrifying for racers come Saturday morning.As the stage proceeds past the land bridge, things gradually get more and more technical, and the branches on the side of the road seem to encroach further and further into your path.
Drivers who finish this stage are sure to feel a mixture of pure adrenaline, as well as relief.SS10/13 Otterkill (7.89 miles)Otterkill is where the threat of rain really starts to become obvious. While most stages prior had maintained their hard-packed surface for the most part, Otterkill’s surface was quite often already torn up and sloppy to the point
where DirtFish was nearly sliding off the road under the recce speed limit.While proper rally tires will help with grip, they’ll also help cause deeper, slushier mud pits that, while entertaining, could cause problems for many drivers.It doesn’t help that Otterkill will throw half a dozen really rhythmic linked corners at you, followed by one or two that are
just that little bit tighter; enough to make you go off course if you weren’t fully prepared.The latter half of the stage is extremely deceptive, and there’s even one point with two large trees on either side of the road almost forming a chicane barely wider than the cars themselves. We suspect they might be missing some bark after this weekend.SS11
Anchor Mattson (9.08 miles)Anchor Mattson starts off fast, possibly enough for cars to top out, but then drivers will spend the rest of the time tackling some back and forth turns which are slightly wider than normal roads at points.If anything, Anchor Mattson could be called nondescript, which for drivers who rely on watching video recce and trying
to memorize parts of stages could be an issue.SS14/15 Detroit Mountain Super Special (0.49 miles)Being run back to back, the innovative half-mile super special will finish off the rally, giving drivers who have been in close battles over the course of the event that last ditch effort to get ahead.The stage features a long sweeping turn followed by a
medium left around a small pond. Drivers will have to navigate two rallycross-style 180-degree hairpins as well before a mad-dash to the finish line of the stage and the Ojibwe Forests Rally for 2021.
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