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Unfortunately, an unexpected job loss leaves you
stretching pennies just to pay your mortgage and car
payment. Credit card company late fees cannot exceed
$25, but miss your payment for four months in a row
and you suddenly owe an additional $100. 2. The
amount the debt collector claims you owe is less than
$500 and often less than $100. He points out that he
already sent the money order only to have the debt
collector inform him that the company does not accept
money orders. It applies to certain types of debt and
sets a limit for how long debt collectors have to file a
lawsuit to collect on a debt. When the original creditor's
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contract contains a provision for interest charges, any
collection agency that subsequently buys the debt also
has the right to collect interest. Your rights when debt
collectors call you include: the right to demand a copy
of your original credit agreement before a debt is
enforceable, the right not to be harassed or misled by
creditors, the right not to repay debts which are too old
to be collected, the right to a period of breathing space,
where debt collector contact will stop, and the right to
complain if you were lent money irresponsibly, or feel
physically or psychologically harassed by a creditor.
They'll make up a company name, an amount you
supposedly owe and harass you mercilessly - just like a
real collector. To keep yourself and your bank account
safe and secure, here are just a few signs to watch out
for when determining whether that debt collector on
the other end of the line is the real mccoy or just a
skilled con man. Some fake collection agencies use the
names of real companies when running their scam.
Fake bill collectors run their scam by contacting
innocent consumers claiming to be representatives of a
debt collection company. It's rather ironic to call a fake
collection agency a scam artist since the term applies
equally well to most legitimate collection agencies. One
way around this is recording each telephone call you
receive from debt collectors. Once upon a time
individuals living in one-party states could record
telephone calls as they wished without disclosing the
fact that they were doing so.
5. The same collector calls you every time. Peter, the
next time Allied Interstate calls you for a debt ask them
to communicate with you in writing and not over the
telephone. Thus, by notifying a bill collector that you
are recording you force him to treat you civilly and with
respect over the telephone lest he risk losing his job
when you file a lawsuit against the company for FDCPA
violations he committed during your conversation. You
claim the collector was abusive and the collection
agency claims otherwise. I'm not going to go into depth
about debt validation letters here since I covered that
topic in a previous blog post (What is Debt
Validation?), but you can demand in your debt
validation letter that the collection agency inform you



of how it arrived at the amount it claims you owe.
Rather than duking it out with a bill collector over the
phone, send the collection agency a debt validation
letter. A debt collector will see this as just another
excuse from a consumer who doesn't want to satisfy his
or her financial obligations. It's a good business
otherwise they wouldn't be so large my name is
Michael Bovee with debt consolidation CARE and I want
to help you avoid some of the pitfalls and traps when
you're having communication with a debt buyer.
Debt collectors want consumers to pay as much as
possible on a loan owed. Few debt collectors would
knowingly violate the FDCPA if they knew that debtors'
were recording their conversations. Attorneys collecting
debt are subject to the Supreme Judicial Court’s Rules
of Professional Conduct, the disciplinary oversight of
the Board of Bar Overseers, restrictions of the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act (FDCPA), and the debt
collection regulations of the Attorney General’s office. A
debt collector has no incentive to outright reject being
recorded unless he plans to use abusive collection
tactics prohibited by the FDCPA. Expect the debt
collector to become irritated, refuse to end the call and
demand that you immediately stop recording the
conversation. In a two-party state, both parties must
aware of, and consent to, the conversation being
recorded. At this point, the collector will probably
threaten to sue you for recording the call and try to
steer the conversation toward you unpaid debt. So if
it’s something they wouldn’t say in front of their
grandma, go ahead and hang up or tell the collector to
wash their mouth out with soap. Simply repeat to the
collector that the call is being recorded and he is free to
hang up if he doesn't consent. 
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The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) is a
federal law with rules about how debt collectors can



and cannot collect personal, family and household
debts. Some unethical debt collectors will use a variety
of tactics such as harassment, embarrassment, and
even threats to try and collect. Creditors and debt
collectors have the right to try and collect money you
owe them. A debt collection agency is a third party who
will try to get you to pay the debt you owe on behalf of
the creditor you owe it to. You do not have to give the
secured creditor permission to come on to your
property. If all your income and property is exempt
from collection, you might be uncollectible. Debt
collection, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. If you
are served with a notice of a lawsuit, find an attorney
who specializes in consumer law to represent you in
court. If a debt collector has given you their name and
identifying info but you’re still suspicious, you may be
able to find more information about the collector via
your state’s attorney general’s or consumer affairs
office.
Our Chicago Consumer Attorneys can uphold your
rights! Some attorneys may offer free services, or
charge a reduced fee. As long as the secured creditor
can take the collateral without disturbing the peace, it
is free to do so. The creditor may be part of a trade
association that has a code of practice. These calls took
place from April of 2013 to May of 2014. Thomas claims
he received eight to 10 calls per day, in what he
maintains was a systemic campaign of harassment
designed to wear him down into paying Green Tree.
Debt collection harassment is a serious issue, and most
importantly, it’s against the law. If you are a victim of
unlawful debt collection practices, Hurt Stolz, P.C. If
you are in debt, you have rights that protect you from
actions by debt collection agencies that are unfair and
improper. In other words, a debt collector is allowed to
ask unrelated third parties for the debtor's location
information - but only if they have tried and failed to
reach the debtor with information they already have. In
addition, federal law prohibits third-party debt
collectors from telling friends, relatives, employers or
other third parties about the debt they claim you owe.
The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act is a federal law
that regulates what debt collectors can and can't do



when collecting debts. I make this request under
federal debt collection laws. If you don’t file for
bankruptcy, there are a lot of laws out there to protect
you from debt collectors who call and harass you. The
mistake I see a lot of people make when dealing with
debt collectors is that they think they have to accept
the demands being made or follow all instructions to
the letter regarding debt payments. You have
unsecured debt if you did not give collateral (security)
for the debt. The secured creditor does not need
permission from a court to repossess the property that
is collateral for the debt, such as a car. Often the
collateral is the property that was bought with the loan.
Some examples of secured debt are a mortgage, a car
loan or a loan to buy furniture.
Secured debts, such as credit cards and medical bills,
have a statute of limitations. What is the Fair Credit
Reporting Act? The law, which is the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, defines what is and is not
considered to be harassment. I paid my debts off thru a
consolidation program in 2008. One of the banks insists
i still owe them and has a collection agency contacting
me, I have the paperwork proving my debts are paid,
Can i sue for harassment? “Actual damages” is a legal
term for money you have lost due to debt collection
harassment. You are having trouble sleeping at night or
are facing increased anxiety due to debt collectors’
frequent and/or abusive collection attempts. B) in
subparagraph (F), by inserting “or that has been
obtained by assignment or transfer from another” after
“owed or due another”. As a last ditch effort, debt
collectors can sue you for payment. Some will sue you
without calling or writing first.
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