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And the FDCPA not only protects you from harassment
from debt collectors, but it also requires the debt
collector would be penalized and have to pay the
consumer a monetary award, even where you suffer no
harm. It’s also good practice to notify all three major
consumer credit bureaus to make sure the mistake isn’t
repeated. You can typically find your collector’s
information on your credit reports from the three major
consumer credit bureaus. A debt collector is any person
other than the creditor who regularly collects or
attempts to collect debts that are owed to others and
that resulted from consumer transactions. Rankin, in
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which the consumer had a credit card debt and the
creditor’s debt collection attorney sent a letter to the
consumer demanding that they send payment within
five days. What debt collection practices are
prohibited? Today, far too many Americans are
drowning in debt and are subjected to abusive debt
collection practices on a daily or weekly basis.
Personal, family and household debts are covered
under the Federal Fair Debt Collection Act. What's
more, family members - and all consumers - are
protected by the federal Fair Debt Collection Practices
Act (FDCPA), which prohibits debt collectors from using
abusive, unfair, or deceptive practices to try to collect a
debt.
Maybe there was a family emergency, a spouse lost
their job, or a debt collector is calling trying to locate
someone else. If the debt collector sends you a Motion
for Summary Judgment, talk to a lawyer right away. If
you are behind on your mortgage, talk to a lawyer right
away. Talk to a lawyer right away if a debt collector
contacts you or sues you for a debt. Yes. But the
easiest way to stop the debt collector from doing that is
to send a written letter to it directing it to cease-and-
desist from having any further contact with you. What
about those annoying phone calls from the debt
collectors--can you stop them? If your employer
prohibits collection calls or you have an attorney
handling the matter, put this in writing to the creditor
and keep a copy of your letter. Can you dispute debt
sold to collection agency? If the account is an open end
account, like a credit card, you can dispute a charge
within 60 days of receiving the bill. If a third party
collector is trying to go after unpaid parking tickets,
library fines, court costs for criminal convictions, or
probation fees, things like that are generally not
considered debts because there’s no transaction.
Ask the debt collector for proof (such as documents or
account statements) if you think the debt is not yours
or if you disagree with the amount demanded.
However, if you are sued by the original creditor, then
it's going to be a bit hard to win since they most likely
have a copy of all the legal documents that passed
through your credit card account. Fortunately, the



federal government, some mortgage and auto lenders,
along with some credit card issuers have announced
measures that might help relieve some financial burden
and help you manage your payments and debt. For
example, medical or credit card bills. Once the original
creditor or debt collection agency reports the account in
collections to a credit bureau, the account will typically
be marked on your reports with a “collection” status.
How Does Debt Collection Work? Property that you or
your dependents need for work is exempt up to a total
value of $3000. Sale value is not what you paid for it
but how much you could sell it for now. Think about
how much you could sell your personal property for at a
garage sale or pawn shop when coming up with its
value.
Home equity is the value of your home minus what you
have left to pay on your mortgage. Use the following
guidelines in deciding which bills to pay if you do not
have enough money to pay on all your debts.
Consolidation loans often have high interest rates and
high fees. In this case, your car is exempt since your
interest is less than $2,500. So, a debt collector or
creditor may decide that it is not worth it to take your
car if your interest is close to $2,500. What Is Creditor
Harassment? Only consider this option if you have an
extreme debt collector harassment case, not just
because the debt collector is annoying. Is it legal for a
debt collector to harass you? Lump sum payment, or
paying off all your debt at once, is the fastest way to
resolve a collection. If a collection agency contacts me,
can I make the collector give me information about the
debt? Can debt collectors telephone me? However,
these laws surely allow them to call at your office
phone numbers, ask about your whereabouts and so
on, but without revealing their identity of being debt
collectors. 
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There are two exceptions to this five-day deadline - if
the information is contained in the initial written
communication or you’ve paid the debt already.
Consumers have 30 days from the initial
communication about the debt (for example, the first
letter received explaining the debt is in collections) to
call the collector and ask for the debt to be verified in
writing. For example, a collector can call your brother,
Henry, to ask for your address. The same rules that
apply to contact with family members apply to
communications with your employer, in that they can
ask for your address and phone number. While the
FDCPA Section 805(b) has strict rules regulating the
way debt collectors can communicate with third parties,
Section 804 allows collectors to contact other people in
order to obtain your contact information. The best way
to do this is to send a letter by certified mail and get a
return receipt so you have proof the collector got the
message. Sometimes making these requests is enough
to get it to go away.
Outside of avoiding debt collectors altogether (do that
by always making sure you pay all your bills on time),
you need a plan to deal with heavy-handed debt
collectors. You also may be able to get assistance with
managing your finances and developing a plan to help
you deal with your debt from a local military Personal
Financial Manager . That’s a long time to deal with the
stress of constant, possibly threatening communication
from debt collectors, always worrying if you’re going to
land in court. Court decisions are difficult to reverse, so
it’s in your best interest to fight in court - or attempt to
negotiate with the debt collector before the hearing.
Collection Bully will evaluate your situation, and if the
collector is in violation, they will fight for you. You may
be able to pay a fraction of your original balance, stop
the collection calls, and avoid getting sued.
Simply by their presence, lawyers can be pretty
effective in getting people to pay. Organize your bill
pay process by setting up payment reminders or
autopay. Consider other ways to pay. Simultaneously,
U.S. debt collectors engage with consumers over one
billion times annually and debt collection routinely tops
the list of U.S. 9 p.m., unless you agree to contacts



during those times. But, stopping the calls may give
you time to regroup, then start working your way
toward financial recovery. Debt collectors typically
depend on phone calls assuming that if they irritate you
repeatedly, you will give in to the payment. If you still
do not pay, you will probably start getting calls and
letters demanding payment. The Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act (FDCPA) governs what third-party debt
collectors can do in pursuit of getting their money, and
prohibits them from acting in an abusive or deceptive
manner. Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) in
1978 to protect consumers from unfair practices and
harassment from debt collectors. Yet in its 2011 Annual
Report to Congress about Fair Debt Collection Practices
Act complaints, the Federal Trade Commission noted
that in 2010 it received 17,008 complaints related to
debt collection calls to consumers at work, up from
11,991 complaints the year before.
Even though a debt collector may, in some
circumstance, be allowed to call you at work, they may
not reveal to anyone else that they are a debt collector
or that you owe a debt. Debt collectors may not come
to your place of work, but they are permitted to come
knocking on your door at home. Can debt collectors
come to your home? If the debt is close to the end of
the limitations, the collector might be more willing to
negotiate with you. It’s quite common for people to find
themselves on the end of a debt collector call because
of a wrong number. The debt collector seems to call at
highly predictable times, every time. If you personally
did not incur this debt or have already paid it off, you
must dispute the debt in writing within 30 days of
receiving the information about it. Thus, before you
hire a lawyer, it is a great idea to enlist his or her
counsel and services in writing a demand letter for you
(if, of course, the one you wrote before didn't do the
trick). In also offers claim resolution services.
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