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Old fashioned Fair Debt Collection Practices Act
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The general consensus? Avoid giving your bank account
information to a debt collector unless you've set up a
separate account for this purpose. While there is no
written law requiring private healthcare organizations
to provide a certain time period or number of notices to
a patient prior to sending them to collections, the IRS
501 regulations on non-profit hospital organizations do
include communication requirements surrounding
financial assistance policies as well as before an
account goes to collections, or before any extraordinary
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collection actions can be taken. The attorney would
therefore have to include the written notice mandated
by Section 809(a) (often referred to as the "validation
notice") in the court document itself or send it to the
consumer "within five days after the initial
communication.” According to the ACA's Request, some
"state laws or state court rules prohibit the inclusion of
additional language such as the validation notice on
documents filed with courts." The association asks
whether the requirements of Section 809(a) are
"supreme to," and thus preempt, these state laws or
state court rules. These laws outline that the actions
listed above constitute harassment and are therefore
illegal. The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act is clear
that debt collection agencies can't call to the point of
harassment.

If you cannot pay your debt at all, bankruptcy may be
an option to consider. File for bankruptcy. Filing for
bankruptcy immediately halts all collection attempts.
Recently, two debt collection firms were caught conning
Latino consumers out of more than $2 million in
“phantom debts” that are too old to collect, were never
truly owed, or are unable to be proven as valid. Entities
are bound by law to honor this list. Perhaps you were
added to a list running through an autodialer to see if
you could be their next victim. Although debt collection
scams are a major concern for consumers, there is
plenty you can do to avoid becoming a victim. If you
believe you may have fallen victim to an internet scam
and wish to report it, please file a complaint with the
U.S. If you don’t have enough income to commit to a
monthly payment, you can ask for a debt settlement in
which you’ll pay your collector less than what you owe.
If the debt is legitimate, it does not mean the person
calling is entitled to collect the debt. 2. A person trying
to collect a debt communicates directly with you after
notification from an attorney representing you that all
further communications relative to the debt should be
addressed to the lawyer. If the collection agency can't
prove you owe the money, ask the agency to stop
attempting to collect the debt and to also remove the
negative entry from your credit history. A collection
agency also frees you up to focus on running and



growing your enterprise. Debt collection harassment
can take various forms, including embarrassing visits
by debt collection agents. It is likely that they
purchased your outstanding debt from your creditors at
pennies on the dollar and pivoted right to harassment
and lawsuits to try to strong-arm you into paying. Why
do I need a debt collection harassment attorney ? Have
you received calls from a debt collector or creditor for a
debt owed by another person? Consumers owe more
debt than ever, have fewer assets than ever with which
to pay it, and debt collectors and their lawyers are
getting more aggressive by the day in trying to collect
it.

They also are banned from the debt collection industry.
Through debt settlement, you may be able to eliminate
debt effectively. The FDCPA requires debt collectors to
halt communications if you send them a request in
writing, and most legitimate debt collectors will oblige
while phony debt collectors may not give you an
address at all. You as a debtor may complain against
debt collectors who do this to you. Phony collectors will
avoid a concrete answer, as it forces them to reveal
who they are and how they can be reached. The Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) outlines certain
tactics that debt collectors are not permitted to employ
against consumers. The other rules of the FDCPA still
apply. The collector cannot sue you once that time
passes, but they can still try to collect from you.
Although debt collection agencies resort to a number of
unsavory tactics when attempting to collect debts, they
aren't above the law. In general, debt collection
agencies aren't allowed to contact you early in the
morning or late at night. Obscene language is
completely unacceptable, and they are not allowed to
threaten or abuse you. Regardless of whether you owe
the debt, abusive collection practices are unlawful.
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In fact, if your debt already is in collection, your credit
score already has been damaged and the potential loss
of your possessions is pure fiction. Assets are used to
pay creditors first, which could affect potential
inheritance, but they cannot come after you to pay
debts a relative is responsible for. What they don't
want you to know is that all they can really do is ask,
cajole, and demand that you pay. They don’t want you
to know that they are merely fishing for information
that will help them find you if you move, sue you if you
don’t repay, or get into your bank records. First, never
give anyone access to your bank account. Sometimes,
debt collectors will ask you for personal information -
your bank account number, Social Security number,
where you work, references from friends and
colleagues. Notably, debt collectors don't need
consumers' permission before contacting them on these
new channels. New Hampshire: A collector must
attempt to contact a debtor for at least 30 days before
communicating with third parties who don’t reside in
the household. The FTC has reported that less than
10% of consumers who hire a traditional debt
settlement company settle all of their debts.

A debt collector’s settlement will likely cost more than
a consumer proposal or bankruptcy. The court could
order you to pay the debt and may issue a garnishment
order against you. If you refuse to pay a debt that you
owe, the debt collector has the right to take legal
action against you. They may say that a hefty initial
sum is required in order to prevent collection fees from
growing, or that it is necessary to begin the process of
eliminating the debt from their records. If it turns out
that this is the case, you could sue the collection
agency for up to $1,000 and get your attorney’s fees
paid. Successful completion of the student loan
rehabilitation program (making nine out of 10
payments on time) takes the debt out of the collector’s
portfolio and sends it back to the Department of
Education. Debt collectors don’t want you to know that
if you have student loan debt, while it still must be
paid, you have the right, under the 1992 Higher
Education Act, to set up a short-term payment schedule
with the collection agency, requiring only “reasonable



and affordable payments” - sometimes as little as $10
per month.

While it is still your responsibility to square all your
valid and legitimate debts, you don’t have to endure
illegal, harassing or irritating activities. In fact, I would
estimate that over 98% of people served with a debt
collection law suit from a company like Midland
Funding, LLC or Portfolio Recovery don’t respond and
allow these companies to get a default judgment on
debts that they might not even owe. You can check the
ratings of credit repair companies. If you pay anything
at all on the debt, the statute of limitations can reset,
making you liable for the entire debt and making the
debt reportable to credit agencies. You answer the
telephone and a collector says you owe $1,500 on a
Capital One Visa credit card from 2008 and you better
pay up. But it gets their subscribers to pay. If it gets
this, it would then be able to put a lien against one of
your assets such as your house. Once the collector gets
your letter, they are not allowed to contact you again,
with two exceptions: a collector can contact you to tell
you there will be no further contact, and the collector
can be in touch to tell you that they (or the creditor)
are going to take a specific action, like filing a lawsuit.
Interestingly, the only form of contact that is expressly
prohibited under the Fair Debt Collections Practices Act
(FDCPA) is a postcard, which, by definition, “reveals
the existence of a debt to anyone who sees it,” says
writer Colin Hector. If you can’t convince the collection
agency that the debt isn’t yours or if you're sued, you
may want to hire an attorney who is experienced in
debt collection cases. Tip: If you are sued, carefully
read the lawsuit, and respond by any deadline. Debt
collectors don’t want you to know that there are limits
on the amounts they can legally garnish from portions
of your income. What they don’t want you to know is
that there is no such requirement. Debt collectors also
don’t want you to know that they cannot pursue you
across state borders to enforce a judgment levied
against you by a creditor who sued you for non-
payment and won. “We’ve always warned not to
believe anybody who calls you claiming to be from the
IRS because the IRS doesn’t call trying to collect



delinquent taxes. By now, my family knows my feeling
on debt collection calls and have long stopped
bothering to pass on messages from bill collectors.
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