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More	than	30	museums	across	Southern	California	will	offer	free	general	admission	on	Sunday,	March	16,	for	this	year's	Museums	Free-for-All	event.LOS	ANGELES	(KABC)	--	It's	that	time	of	year	again!More	than	30	museums	across	Southern	California	will	offer	free	general	admission	on	Sunday,	March	16,	for	this	year's	Museums	Free-for-All
event.Whether	you're	looking	to	explore	art,	cultural	heritage,	film	or	natural	history,	there's	something	for	everyone."As	Los	Angeles	and	Southern	California	continue	to	recover	after	the	devastating	fires,	we	hope	to	offer	a	space	of	comfort	and	connection	for	people,"	said	Alexa	Nishimoto,	the	SoCal	Museums	president	and	marketing	associate	for
the	Japanese	American	National	Museum.How	does	Museums	Free-for-All	work?The	offer	is	for	general	museum	admission	only	and	doesn't	apply	to	specially	ticketed	exhibits.Regular	parking	fees	apply	at	each	museum,	so	be	sure	to	check	the	museums'	websites	for	hours,	directions,	and	other	visitor	information.This	year,	many	organizations	are
offering	Metro	riders	with	a	TAP	card	special	discounts	on	March	16.Additionally,	some	museums	are	offering	admission	on	Saturday,	March	15	instead.Here's	a	list	of	participating	museums.Academy	Museum	of	Motion	PicturesAdvance	reservations	are	encouraged,	and	a	standby	line	will	be	available.	Click	here	to	make	a	reservation.American
Museum	of	Ceramic	ArtAdvance	reservations	are	required.	Click	here	to	make	a	reservation.Autry	Museum	of	the	American	WestAdvance	reservations	are	required.	Click	here	to	learn	more.TAP	card	holders	always	receive	$4	off	regular	admission	at	the	Autry.Benton	Museum	of	Art	at	Pomona	CollegeBowers	MuseumFree	General	Admission	for	walk
ups	only.	TAP	card	holders	get	a	10%	discount	on	full-priced	items	in	the	museum	store.	The	discount	can't	be	combined	with	other	discounts.	Exclusions	may	apply.The	BroadAdvance	reservations	are	encouraged	here,	but	walk	ups	are	available	daily.California	African	American	MuseumCalifornia	Botanic	GardenFree	admission	on	Saturday,	March
15,	in	lieu	of	Sunday,	March	16.	Advance	reservations	are	recommended.	Visit	www.calbg.org	to	make	a	reservation.Catalina	Museum	for	Art	&	HistoryColumbia	Memorial	Space	CenterCraft	ContemporaryPlease	check	in	at	the	front	desk	to	receive	an	admission	pass.	TAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.Forest	Lawn
MuseumFowler	MuseumFrederick	R.	Weisman	Art	MuseumThe	Getty	CenterAdvance	reservations	required.	TAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.GRAMMY	MuseumTAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.Hammer	MuseumTAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.Holocaust
Museum	LAAdvance	reservations	are	required.	Click	here	to	make	a	reservation.Institute	Contemporary	Art,	LAInternational	Printing	MuseumFree	tours	on	Saturday,	March	15,	from	10	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	Reservations	are	required,	click	here	to	learn	more.La	Brea	Tar	PitsAdvance	reservations	are	required.	Click	here	to	make	a	reservation.LA	Plaza	de
Cultura	y	ArtesTAP	card	holders	receive	a	20%	discount	in	the	LA	Tienda	museum	store.Lincoln	Memorial	ShrineLos	Angeles	County	Museum	of	Art	(LACMA)Advance	reservations	are	recommended.	Visit	lacma.org	to	make	a	reservation.The	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art	(MOCA)Advance	reservations	are	recommended.	Visit	moca.org	to	make	a
reservation.Museum	of	Latin	American	Art	(MOLAA)TAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.Museum	of	ToleranceTAP	card	holders	receive	a	10%	discount	in	the	museum	store.Santa	Barbara	Museum	of	ArtAdvance	reservations	are	recommended.	Visit	sbma.net	to	make	a	reservation.Santa	Barbara	Museum	of	Natural
HistoryAdvance	reservations	are	recommended.	Visit	sbnature.org	to	make	a	reservation.	Sea	Center	not	included.Santa	Monica	History	MuseumTAP	card	holders	receive	a	ticket	for	free	admission	for	future	use,	or	gift	it	to	a	friend.Skirball	Cultural	CenterAdvance	tickets	are	strongly	recommended	for	Noah's	Ark.	Visit	skirball.org	to	make	a
reservation.Sunnylands	Center	&	GardensHistoric	house	tour	requires	advance	tickets.	Visit	sunnylands.org	to	make	a	reservation.USC	Pacific	Asia	MuseumThe	Wende	MuseumCopyright	©	2025	KABC	Television,	LLC.	All	rights	reserved.	The	question	of	why	many	UK	museums	offer	free	entry	is	a	complex	one,	rooted	in	history,	political	decisions,
and	a	commitment	to	public	access	to	culture.	The	simple	answer	is	that	a	combination	of	government	funding,	historical	precedent,	and	specific	financial	mechanisms	make	free	admission	possible	for	many,	though	not	all,	museums.	Primarily,	national	museums	in	the	UK,	which	house	collections	of	national	significance,	are	funded	directly	by	the
central	government	and,	therefore,	offer	free	entry	to	their	permanent	collections.	However,	the	situation	isn’t	quite	as	straightforward	as	a	blanket	‘all	museums	are	free’	approach.	The	Roots	of	Free	Admission:	A	Historical	Perspective	The	origins	of	free	museum	entry	can	be	traced	back	centuries,	particularly	with	the	foundation	of	institutions	like
the	British	Museum.	Founded	in	1753,	it	was	established	following	the	bequest	of	Sir	Hans	Sloane’s	vast	collection	to	the	nation.	The	agreement	stipulated	that	in	exchange	for	£20,000	to	his	heirs,	Parliament	would	create	a	freely	accessible	public	museum.	This	set	a	precedent	for	public	access	to	knowledge	and	culture	that	has	influenced	museum
policy	to	this	day.	The	British	Museum’s	doors	opened	in	1759	to	“all	studious	and	curious	persons,”	thus	creating	the	world’s	first	free,	national,	public	museum.	The	concept	of	accessible	public	museums	gained	traction	during	the	19th	century,	and	many	followed	suit,	often	funded	through	public	philanthropy	and	government	initiatives.	However,
these	institutions	often	relied	on	a	mix	of	funding	models.	The	Shift	to	Universal	Free	Admission	The	pivotal	moment	for	widespread	free	admission	came	much	later.	In	2001,	a	significant	shift	occurred	when	the	UK	government,	with	collaboration	between	departments	like	the	Department	for	Culture,	Media	and	Sport	(DCMS)	and	the	Treasury,
enabled	universal	free	entry.	A	crucial	aspect	was	the	Chancellor’s	change	to	VAT	regulations,	which	made	free	entry	financially	viable	for	many	museums.	This	change	effectively	reduced	the	financial	burden	on	museums	and	allowed	them	to	thrive	under	this	new	model.	The	idea	was	to	democratize	access	to	culture	and	heritage.	This	move	has	had
a	profound	impact	on	museum	attendance	and	public	engagement,	fostering	a	culture	of	easy	access	and	learning.	However,	it’s	critical	to	understand	that	this	model	primarily	applies	to	national	museums	and	some	regional	institutions,	not	all	across	the	board.	Funding	Models:	How	Do	Museums	Make	Money?	While	national	museums	enjoy
consistent	government	funding,	other	museums	rely	on	a	diverse	range	of	income	sources.	These	sources	can	include:	Core	Funding:	Government	grants	or	local	authority	funding.	Grants:	Funding	from	charitable	trusts	and	foundations.	Trading:	Income	from	shops,	cafes,	and	events.	Contracts:	Payments	for	specific	services	or	projects.	Fundraising:
Donations	from	the	public	and	patrons.	Membership	Schemes:	Revenue	from	patrons	subscribing	to	memberships.	Admission	Fees:	Charges	for	special	exhibitions	or	ticketed	events	(not	always	free).	Corporate	Sponsorship:	Financial	support	from	businesses.	Investment	Income:	Returns	on	financial	investments.	The	balance	between	these	sources
differs	greatly	depending	on	the	museum’s	scope,	collection,	and	whether	it	is	national,	regional,	or	independent.	National	museums	are	primarily	supported	by	the	government	through	the	DCMS,	while	regional	museums	often	have	a	mix	of	local	government	support	and	independent	fundraising.	Challenges	to	Free	Admission	The	landscape	for
museums	is	constantly	evolving.	In	the	post-pandemic	era,	facing	tighter	financial	circumstances,	some	regional	galleries	and	museums	previously	offering	free	entry	have	begun	introducing	admission	charges,	sparking	debates.	This	highlights	the	vulnerability	of	free	admission	when	funding	is	squeezed.	This	has	caused	a	divide	amongst	culture
commentators,	emphasising	the	reliance	of	some	museums	on	visitor	income.	While	most	of	London’s	major	museums	and	galleries	remain	free,	the	challenges	facing	some	regional	institutions	underscore	the	complex	and	changing	nature	of	museum	funding.	The	British	Museum:	A	Case	Study	The	British	Museum	is	a	prime	example	of	a	national
museum	funded	by	the	government.	As	a	non-departmental	public	body,	it	operates	at	arm’s	length	from	government	but	is	accountable	to	parliament.	Its	funding	comes	from	the	Department	for	Digital,	Culture,	Media	&	Sport	(DCMS).	This	funding	model	ensures	that	the	museum	can	maintain	free	access	to	its	permanent	collections	for	the	public.
The	British	Museum	is	indeed	a	charity,	but	receives	considerable	government	funding	to	operate	and	support	its	free	access	policy.	It’s	worth	noting	that	even	with	government	funding,	the	British	Museum	relies	heavily	on	diverse	revenue	streams,	such	as	fundraising,	membership	schemes,	and	trading	to	support	all	its	activities.	Fundraising	can	be
volatile,	and	the	British	Museum’s	income	is	susceptible	to	fluctuations	in	donations	and	other	external	factors.	The	museums	collections	are	considered	to	be	of	national	importance.	The	Importance	of	Free	Museums	The	free	entry	policy	for	many	UK	museums	is	not	just	about	visitor	numbers;	it	is	deeply	connected	to	democratic	access	to	culture,
history,	and	knowledge.	It	ensures	that	people	from	all	backgrounds	can	access	education	and	inspiration	regardless	of	their	financial	circumstances.	This	public	accessibility	to	museums	serves	to	fulfil	the	original	aim	of	national	museums	to	provide	access	to	collections	of	national	importance	to	everyone.	Museums	are	vital	public	spaces	that
promote	learning,	dialogue,	and	creativity.	Maintaining	free	access	is	crucial	for	fostering	a	culturally	rich	society.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	Here	are	15	frequently	asked	questions	to	provide	further	insights	into	the	world	of	free	museums	in	the	UK:	1.	Do	all	museums	in	the	UK	offer	free	entry?	No,	not	all	museums	offer	free	entry.	Most
national	museums	in	the	UK	offer	free	entry	to	their	permanent	collections,	but	many	regional	and	independent	museums	may	charge	admission	fees.	2.	What	is	the	role	of	the	DCMS	in	funding	museums?	The	Department	for	Culture,	Media	and	Sport	(DCMS)	is	the	primary	government	body	responsible	for	funding	national	museums	in	the	UK.	They
provide	core	funding	and	oversight.	3.	Why	did	the	UK	government	introduce	free	admission	for	national	museums	in	2001?	The	introduction	of	free	admission	was	a	policy	decision	to	improve	access	to	culture	and	education	for	all	citizens.	It	was	enabled	through	changes	in	VAT	regulations.	4.	How	does	the	British	Museum	make	money	besides
government	funding?	The	British	Museum	generates	revenue	through	various	means	including	fundraising,	trading	(shops	and	cafes),	membership	schemes,	corporate	sponsorship,	and	investment	income.	5.	What	happens	if	a	museum	has	to	start	charging	entry	fees	after	being	free?	The	introduction	of	admission	fees	for	previously	free	museums
can	be	polarising,	with	commentators	and	the	public	often	critical	of	such	moves,	emphasizing	accessibility	issues.	6.	Is	the	British	Museum’s	entire	collection	on	display?	No,	only	a	fraction	of	the	British	Museum’s	vast	collection	is	on	display	at	any	given	time.	Much	of	it	is	kept	in	storage	due	to	space	limitations	and	preservation	needs.	7.	Are	there
any	famous	artifacts	at	the	British	Museum?	Yes,	some	of	the	most	famous	artifacts	at	the	British	Museum	include	the	Rosetta	Stone,	the	Elgin	Marbles,	the	Lewis	Chessmen,	and	Egyptian	mummies.	8.	Has	the	British	Museum	ever	faced	any	controversies	or	scandals?	Yes,	the	British	Museum	has	faced	several	controversies,	notably	surrounding	the
repatriation	of	objects	and	a	recent	scandal	involving	the	theft	of	artifacts	by	a	former	curator.	9.	Why	is	there	a	movement	advocating	for	the	return	of	artifacts	from	the	British	Museum?	There	are	ongoing	debates	about	the	ethical	implications	of	the	British	Museum’s	collection,	particularly	artifacts	obtained	during	the	colonial	era.	Many	countries
call	for	their	return,	citing	colonial	violence	as	a	reason.	10.	How	can	visitors	find	out	if	a	museum	is	free	before	visiting?	Visitors	should	check	the	museum’s	official	website	for	up-to-date	information	on	admission	charges	and	opening	hours.	11.	Is	it	only	museums	in	London	that	are	free?	No,	free	museums	are	not	only	in	London.	Many	national
museums	outside	of	London	offer	free	admission,	as	well	as	some	regional	museums.	12.	Do	museums	that	charge	offer	more	in	return	for	paying?	Museums	that	charge	fees	may	offer	additional	facilities	and	special	exhibitions,	or	have	a	smaller,	more	focused	collection.	Some	may	use	the	revenue	to	provide	more	specific	educational	programmes.
13.	What	if	a	free	museum	relies	on	government	funding	that	it	loses?	If	a	free	museum	loses	essential	government	funding,	it	may	face	financial	challenges,	potentially	leading	to	service	reductions,	temporary	closures,	or	the	introduction	of	admission	fees.	14.	What	is	the	difference	between	national	museums	and	local	museums?	National	museums
are	directly	funded	by	the	central	government	and	hold	collections	of	national	significance.	Local	museums	are	typically	funded	by	local	authorities	or	through	independent	fundraising	and	tend	to	have	collections	relevant	to	their	region.	15.	How	many	free	museums	does	London	offer?	London	is	known	for	its	free	museums	with	a	huge	number
available.	Most	major	museums	and	even	small	commercial	galleries	offer	free	entry,	making	London	a	popular	destination	for	culture	enthusiasts.	In	the	everyday	struggle	of	making	cuts	and	savings	in	a	high-cost	living	city	such	Oslo	is,	don’t	beat	yourself	up:	unbelievable	but	true,	enjoying	the	beauty,	history,	and	culture	of	the	city	as	a	student,	and
especially	for	free,	is	possible!	And	if	you	don’t	have	the	patience	to	glean	the	city’s	offer,	don’t	worry,	we	got	your	back:	thanks	to	this	ultimate	guide,	serenely	wandering	in	museums	cost-free	has	never	been	so	easy.	The	time	to	discover	the	city’s	gems	that	await	you	has	come.	The	library	at	the	Museum	of	Oslo.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas
Museums	with	free	entrance	on	a	special	day	of	the	week1.	The	Museum	of	Oslo	A	detail	of	the	exhibition	“Cityscapes	–	capturing	Oslo”	at	the	Museum	of	Oslo.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	Let’s	get	started	from	the	Museum	of	Oslo,	the	perfect	place	if	you’d	love	to	simply	discover	more	about	the	city	you’re	living	in.	Based	in	one	of	Oslo’s	most
beautiful	green	spaces,	Frognerparken,	it	encompasses	numerous	exhibitions	that	focus	on	the	history	of	the	city	from	different	perspectives,	offering	an	interesting	insight	into	urban	development,	everyday	lifestyle	and	the	people	in	Oslo.	An	original	point	of	view,	for	example,	is	adopted	by	the	exhibition	“Cityscapes	–	capturing	Oslo,”	a	collection	of
paintings	that	illustrates	how	several	artists	have	represented	the	city’s	landscapes	throughout	history	with	different	approaches	and	styles.	Here	you’ll	find	also	5	small	watercolors	by	Edvard	Munch	himself	–	it’s	little	known,	in	fact,	that	as	a	youth	and	young	adult,	he	painted	more	naturalistic	glimpses	of	his	city.	By	visiting	the	main	permanent
exhibition,	“OsLove,”	instead,	you’ll	get	immersed	into	a	journey	through	the	history	of	Oslo,	retracing	it	from	the	city’s	founding	in	the	Middle	Ages,	navigating	through	the	centuries	up	to	the	present	day.	In	this	time	travel,	the	visitor	is	accompanied	by	short	movies,	digital	storytelling,	paintings	and	portraits	of	past	citizens,	products	of	traditional
crafts,	and	pictures	that	capture	salient	moments	that	the	society	underwent	in	the	previous	decades,	including	the	movements	for	women	and	queer	people’s	rights.A	whole	exposition	is	specifically	dedicated	to	World	War	II,	investigating	how	the	conflict	and	the	Nazi	occupation	impacted	everyday	life,	ranging	from	home	and	leisure	time	to	work
and	school.	Besides	this,	the	museum	demonstrates	to	have	a	special	eye	on	contemporary	times	as	well,	through	the	exhibition	“Your	breath,	your	voice”	and	the	last	section	of	“OsLove,”	called	“The	City	Laboratory.”	The	first	one	has	the	aim	of	keeping	the	ever	timely	debate	on	racism	and	anti-racism	in	Norway	open,	by	collecting	highlights	of	the
huge	demonstration	“We	can’t	breathe	–	Justice	for	George	Floyd,”	that	took	place	in	Oslo	in	2020.	Videos,	photographs,	original	posters	and	slogans	from	that	huge	demonstration,	that	was	reported	to	be	attended	by	more	than	15.000	protesters,	are	exposed	in	this	section.	A	detail	of	the	exhibition	“Your	breathe,	your	voice,”	the	Museum	of	Oslo.
Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	“The	City	Laboratory”	instead	speaks	directly	to	today’s	residents,	inviting	them	to	tell	about	their	city	and	to	reflect	on	its	future.	In	this	museum’s	area,	always	open	to	new	projects	and	ideas,	the	exhibitions	change	often	and	engage	with	school	classes,	activists,	urban	developers,	organizations,	documentarians,
and	so	forth.	Last	but	not	least,	a	brand	new	exhibition	is	about	to	land:	“A	taste	of	Oslo	–	glimpses	of	the	city’s	food	history”	over	the	past	150	years	will	open	its	doors	on	the	12th	of	May.	The	Museum	of	Oslo	has	free	entrance	every	Thursday;	on	the	other	days,	students	can	get	a	40	kr	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	price.	A	Renaissance	costume
worn	at	Nationaltheatret	in	1942	and	1957.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	The	library	is	open	every	Thursday	from	11	to	16,	and	from	11	to	19	every	first	Thursday	of	the	month.	But	it’s	also	possible	to	visit	it	on	the	other	days	of	the	week	–	you	only	need	to	reach	out	via	email	to	set	up	an	appointment:	bibliotek@oslomuseum.no.	Moreover,	the
librarian	is	available	to	provide	students	with	support	for	their	thesis’s	research.Website:	the	Museum	of	Oslo	2.	The	Theatre	MuseumThe	Theatre	Museum	is	a	small	exposition	co-located	in	the	same	place	of	the	Museum	of	Oslo,	in	Frognerparken.	Therefore,	as	for	the	Museum	of	Oslo,	it	has	free	entrance	every	Thursday.	Here	you’ll	get	to	discover
precious	costumes,	accessories,	marionettes,	original	props,	and	leftovers	from	historical	plays	that	took	place	in	the	city	from	the	18th	century	onwards.	In	addition,	a	model	collection	from	productions	by	Ibsen	and	Shakespeare	showcases	the	transformation	of	scenography	over	time.	Website:	the	Theatre	Museum3.	The	Munch	Museum
International	students	enjoying	the	free	visit	at	the	Munch	Museum	on	Wednesday.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	The	Munch	Museum	does	not	require	presentations.	Probably	the	most	popular	and	characteristic	museum	of	the	city,	it	surprisingly	has	its	own	“free	entrance	day,”	too.	In	fact,	you	can	let	yourself	be	fascinated	by	the	most	famous
Norwegian	artist’s	works	of	art	every	Wednesday,	but	keep	in	mind	that	you	can	do	it	for	free	only	between	18	and	21!	What	is	more,	the	Munch	Museum	demonstrates	to	hold	dear	the	education	of	young	generations	–	besides	guided	tours,	it	is	possible	indeed	for	schools,	kindergartens,	and	groups	of	students	with	their	teachers	and	assistants	who
want	to	visit	the	museum	as	part	of	their	learning	programmes	to	get	free	tickets,	which	must	be	picked	up	in	advance.	Website:	the	Munch	Museum	Museums	with	free	entrance	everyday4.	The	Intercultural	MuseumThe	Intercultural	Museum	is	based	in	the	neighborhood	of	Grønland	and	is	open	from	Tuesday	to	Sunday	with	free	entrance	everyday.
The	fact	that	it’s	located	in	Oslo’s	most	multicultural	and	diverse	district	doesn’t	seem	like	a	coincidence:	this	museum,	especially	through	the	exhibition	“Typical,”	truly	leads	the	visitors	to	deep	questioning	themselves	about	relevant	socio-anthropological	topics,	such	as	the	concepts	of	prejudice,	racism,	xenophobia,	the	differentiation	between	“us”
and	“others,”	and	challenges	them	to	strengthen	their	openness	towards	other	cultures.	With	this	purpose	of	constantly	engaging	the	audience,	the	expositions	are	extremely	interactive	and	rely	on	short	movies,	documents	of	various	kinds,	neon	installations,	images,	file	audio.	It’s	worth	mentioning	the	interactive	artwork	“The	Anatomy	of	Prejudice”
by	the	conceptual	artist	Thierry	Geoffroy/Colonel,	known	for	formats	specifically	designed	to	“train	the	awareness	muscle.”	In	this	growing-exhibition,	paper	sheets	that	testify	daily	traces	of	prejudice	and	hate,	provided	by	the	visitors	themselves,	form	together	the	leaves	of	a	jungle-like	ceiling	sculpture.	Besides	“Typical,”	the	Intercultural	Museum
hosts	temporary	exhibits	as	well.Website:	the	Intercultural	Museum5.	The	Labour	Museum	A	detail	of	an	exposition	at	the	Labour	Museum.	Photo:	Labour	Museum	/	Rune	Thorstein	While	enjoying	an	awesome	walk	along	the	Akerselva	river,	at	a	certain	point	it	may	happen	that	you	come	across	an	ancient	factory:	here	it’s	where	you’ll	find	the	Labour
Museum.	The	expositions	focus	on	the	industrial	revolution	that	took	place	by	the	river	Akerselva	from	the	mid-1840s.	In	fact,	Norway’s	first	textile	factories	were	established	in	the	areas	of	Sagene	and	Nydalen.	The	story	is	narrated	through	different	people’s	voices,	as	it	happens	for	the	exhibition	“Factory	Girls	and	Industrial	Pioneers,”	where
workers	at	these	factories,	entrepreneurs	and	inhabitants	of	the	area	who	experienced	firsthand	the	industrial	revolution	take	the	floor.	The	museum	also	provides	the	audience	who	require	it	with	a	tour	in	the	labor	district	Sagene,	investigating	the	working	environment	in	particular,	the	rise	of	early	unions,	and	the	labor	class’s	life	conditions	(but
remember	that	if	you	want	a	tour	in	English	you	must	contact	the	museum,	via	post@oslomuseum.no).	If	you	take	advantage	of	the	nice	weather	of	the	upcoming	season,	go	for	a	walk	in	this	area,	and	visit	the	museum,	you	won’t	miss	the	temporary	exhibition	“Dear	Akerselva,”	which	will	be	open	until	October	2023.	It	comes	up	as	a	collection	of
images	taken	by	the	photographer	Torbjørn	Moen,	which	can	be	seen	as	a	tribute	to	the	role	that	the	river	Akerselva	has	been	playing	over	years	–	as	the	city’s	natural	green	artery.	The	Labour	Museum	is	open	only	two	days,	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	but	it	always	has	free	entrance	for	everyone.	Website:	the	Labour	Museum	6.	The	22	July	Centre	A
detail	of	the	exhibition	“The	public	conversation	about	22	July.”	Photo:	The	22	July	Centre	/	Fartein	Rudjord	The	22	July	Centre	preserves	national	remembrance	of	a	crucial,	tragic	moment	in	Norwegian	contemporary	history	–	the	terrorist	attacks	executed	by	the	right-wing	extremist	Anders	Behring	Breivik	in	the	Government	Quarter	of	central	Oslo
and	on	Utøya	island,	which	shook	Norway	and	the	whole	world	in	2011.	The	museum	can	be	considered	as	a	sort	of	learning	center	the	main	aim	of	which	is	to	keep	raising	awareness,	especially	among	the	younger	generations,	about	the	traumatic	events	that	happened.	In	fact,	it	truly	comes	up	as	a	public	conversation’s	arena	that	reflects	on	the
impact	that	the	terror	attack	has	caused,	not	only	on	the	victims,	the	survivors,	and	their	families,	but	also	on	the	society	at	large.	The	events	are	reconstructed	through	a	timeline	with	images,	excerpts	of	surveillance	cameras,	photographic	evidence,	objects	found	on	site,	and	interviews	with	witnesses.	Furthermore,	the	professional	staff	always
welcome	the	visitors	with	an	introductory	explanation	of	the	visit	and	it’s	available	at	any	moment	to	answer	questions,	especially	because	pupils	and	students	are	the	center’s	target	audience.The	22	July	Centre	always	has	free	entrance	for	everyone,	and	it	is	open	from	Thursday	to	Sunday,	from	11	to	16.Website:	the	22	July	Centre7.	The	Natural
History	Museum	A	detail	of	the	geological	exhibition	at	the	Natural	History	Museum.	Photo:	Natural	History	Museum	(University	of	Oslo)	Meet	the	dinosaurs,	immerse	yourself	in	the	beautiful	diversity	of	nature	in	the	Botanical	Garden,	come	into	touch	with	the	Earth's	history	through	fossils,	gems,	and	crystals,	and	gain	insight	into	climate	change	at
the	Natural	History	Museum!	It’s	based	right	between	the	neighborhoods	of	Tøyen	and	Grünerløkka,	and	it’s	Norway's	largest	natural	history	museum,	hosting	several	exhibitions.	The	zoological	ones	will	let	you	discover	animals	from	around	the	world	through	their	habitats	and	geographical	regions,	ranging	from	the	Antarctic	to	the	tropical
rainforests.	Among	these	expositions,	the	Norwegian	Hall	stands	out,	focusing	on	the	fauna	and	nature	types	of	Norway.	The	numerous	geological	exhibits	present	at	the	museum	explore	the	history	of	planet	Earth	and	its	life.	Here	you’ll	find	yourself	in	front	of	minerals,	fossils	collected	from	the	oceans’	floors,	but	also	space	rocks	and	meteorites.	A
worth-mentioned	section	is	the	“Crystal	Cave,”	a	reconstructed	mine	cave	made	from	20	tons	of	crystals.	The	Crystal	Cave.	Photo:	Natural	History	Museum	(University	of	Oslo)	As	far	as	the	climate	is	concerned,	the	Climate	House	inside	the	Natural	History	Museum	provides	the	visitors	with	interactive,	dynamic	exhibitions	and	multimedia
installations.	Students	at	the	University	of	Oslo	can	visit	it	for	free,	showing	a	valid	student	card.	All	other	students	can	receive	a	60	NOK	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	price.	The	admission	to	the	Botanical	Garden,	one	of	the	most	enchanting	city’s	green	lungs,	is	always	free.Website:	the	Natural	History	Museum8.	The	Historical	Museum	A
glimpse	of	the	exhibition	“Control”	at	the	Historical	Museum.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	Visiting	the	Historical	Museum	truly	feels	like	doing	a	journey	back	in	time	among	the	most	disparate	treasures	of	the	past.	Here	you’ll	get	the	chance	to	see	fabulous	artifacts	from	the	Norwegian	Viking	Age,	such	as	ornamented	swords,	weapons	and
golden	jewelry.	But	it	will	not	be	the	only	thing,	if	you’re	passionate	about	the	Viking	age:	a	whole	exhibition,	“Fabolous	animals”,	will	guide	you	in	the	exploration	of	the	unique	feeling	of	devotion	and	admiration	that	existed	towards	animals	from	the	Iron	Age	to	the	Vikings,	showcasing	objects	characterized	by	the	typical	scandinavian	ornamentation
style	that	spread	at	that	time.	The	Egyptian	civilization	is	given	a	great	space	within	the	museum	as	well	–	in	fact,	the	largest	collection	of	Egyptian	artifacts	in	the	whole	Norway	is	preserved	here.	Through	the	museum’s	ethnographic	exhibits	instead,	you’ll	travel	not	only	in	time	but	also	in	space,	getting	in	contact	with	cultures	and	civilizations	from
all	over	the	world.As	with	the	Natural	History	Museum,	students	at	UiO	can	visit	the	museum	for	free,	since	it’s	part	of	the	Museum	of	Cultural	History	and	the	University	of	Oslo.	All	other	students	are	given	a	30	kr	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	prices.	Website:	the	Historical	Museum	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or
format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in
any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict
others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights
such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Charging	for	entry	to	national	museums	has	been	a	contentious	issue	since	the	1960s.	Successive	governments	have	changed	the	policy,	with	Labour	governments	in	favour	of	universal	free	admission	and	Conservative	governments	opposed	to	it.	The	Labour	government	of
1997	promised	to	reintroduce	free	admission	and	finally	did	so	in	2001,	since	when	it	has	become	an	accepted	fact	of	cultural	life.	However,	although	admissions	have	risen	massively,	there	remain	doubts	that	it	has	resulted	in	the	desired	levels	of	social	inclusion	and	participation.	In	1997,	the	new	Labour	government	made	a	commitment	to	reinstate
free	entry	for	national	museums	in	order	to	have	a	more	diverse	range	of	visitors.	“Following	a	campaign	led	by	the	museums	themselves,	the	Art	Fund	[then	the	National	Art	Collections	Fund]	and	others,	entry	charges	were	dropped	in	stages	–	for	children	in	1999,	the	over-60s	in	2000	and	finally	for	all	visitors	from	1	December	2001″.	[2]	VAT
regulations	had	stood	in	the	way	of	the	introduction	of	universal	free	entry,	the	last	of	these	stages,	until	the	chancellor	of	the	exchequer	included	changes	to	VAT	in	the	2001	budget.	“Gordon	Brown,	announced	that	free	museums	[would]	be	able	to	reclaim	VAT.	The	fact	that	previously	only	charging	museums	could	do	this	has	cost	the	free
institutions	a	fortune”.	[3]	The	national	museums	that	had	adopted	admission	charges	agreed	to	drop	them	in	return	for	extra	government	funding	to	compensate	for	lost	income	from	selling	tickets.	These	museums	made	admission	to	their	permanent	collections	free	from	December	2001,	although	they	continue	to	charge	for	special	exhibitions,	a
strategy	that	has	been	adopted	by	the	majority	of	museums,	including	the	British	Museum,	the	National	Gallery	and	the	Tate	–	at	all	its	galleries.	“The	devolved	administrations	in	Scotland	and	Wales	also	agreed	to	fund	free	entry	at	the	national	museums	which	they	support,	and	free	entry	for	all	was	introduced	at	all	their	sites	in	April	2001″.	[4]	In
the	1980s,	“the	UK’s	national	museums	faced	political	pressure	from	the	Conservative	government	to	charge	for	admission,	to	make	them	less	dependent	on	government	funding”.	[1]	About	half	of	the	major	national	museums	did	eventually	introduce	charges.	The	other	half	–	including	the	British	Museum,	the	National	Gallery	and	the	Tate	Gallery	–
resisted,	and	retained	free	admission.	Over	the	next	15	years,	visitor	numbers	at	many	of	the	free	national	museums	grew	spectacularly,	while	some	of	the	charging	museums	suffered	marked	declines.	The	Victoria	and	Albert	Museum	(V&A)	in	London	introduced	a	£5	admission	charge	in	1997	and	saw	its	visitor	numbers	halved	as	a	result.	The
national	museums	which	dropped	charges	all	saw	substantial	increases	to	their	visitor	numbers,	an	average	of	70	percent.	In	the	first	year	after	free	admission	was	introduced	visitor	figures	to	the	V&A	rose	by	111	percent	from	1.1	million	to	2.3	million.	In	2009,	the	Art	Fund	found	that	“since	free	admission	was	introduced	in	2001,	visits	to	previously
charging	museums	have	more	than	doubled,	from	7.2	million	eight	years	ago	to	16	million	last	year”.	[5]	Eight	out	of	the	top	ten	UK	visitor	attractions	in	2010	were	free	national	museums.	“There	were	40	million	visits	to	national	museums	and	galleries	in	the	2011/12	financial	year,	a	record	number”.	[6]	However,	“there	have	been	relatively	small
changes	to	the	profile	of	visitors”.	[7]	In	its	2009	research,	the	Art	Fund	found	the	same,	that	“despite	the	removal	of	admission	fees,	other	barriers	remain	which	prevent	people	from	visiting	galleries	and	museums.	A	lack	of	knowledge	about	the	art	on	display	and	a	feeling	of	intimidation	about	the	buildings	themselves	made	people	feel	that	they
were	not	qualified	to	appreciate	the	art	owned	by	the	nation”.	[8]	There	were	a	number	of	stakeholders	involved	in	the	campaign	for	free	admission,	and	in	implementing	the	policy:	The	government,	particularly	the	Labour	government	of	1997-2001,	which	was	committed	to	the	policy	and	implemented	it.	Government	departments,	such	as	the
Department	for	Culture,	Media	and	Sport	(DCMS),	which	is	responsible	for	direct	funding,	and	the	Treasury.	The	national	museums	themselves,	particularly	the	ones	that	had	either	retained	free	admission	or	were	keen	to	adopt	it.	The	visitors	to	the	museums,	and	the	educational	establishments,	such	as	schools	and	colleges,	that	arrange	group	visits
to	the	national	collections.	The	campaigning	institutions,	particularly	the	Art	Fund,	which	spearheaded	the	campaign	and	also	funds	acquisitions	by	national	collections.	Funding	institutions	such	as	the	Arts	Council.	Not	all	museums	and	their	trustees	were	behind	free	entry,	though.	“Universal	free	admission	to	the	national	museum	collections
became	a	certainty	yesterday	[23	May	2001]	when	the	trustees	of	the	Natural	History	Museum	bowed	to	the	inevitable	and	voted	to	scrap	the	£9	adult	admission	charge.	Their	decision	was	followed	within	hours	by	the	National	Maritime	Museum,	which	will	also	be	free	from	December”.	[9]	The	elected	labour	government	were	strongly	in	favour	of
free	admissions	to	museums,	overturning	the	changes	made	by	the	Conservative	government	in	the	1980s.	The	coalition	government	confirmed	the	previous	government’s	commitment	to	free	museums	in	its	2010	spending	review,	the	year	it	took	office.	“We	are	maintaining	world-leading	museums	and	galleries,	and	supporting	the	wider	museum
sector,	by:	Providing	funding	for	national	museums	and	galleries.	Providing	free	public	access	to	the	permanent	collections	of	national	museums	and	galleries	…	Continuing	to	fund	‘capital	improvements’	(like	renewing	displays	or	interpretation)	for	museums	and	galleries”.	[10]	It	has	become	an	established	pillar	of	national	cultural	life,	and	the
present	Conservative	government	has	no	intention	of	introducing	admission	charges.	The	Labour	Party	was	re-elected	in	2001	with	a	landslide	victory,	indicating	that	confidence	in	its	policies	was	high.	The	Conservative	Party	made	its	intention	to	leave	free	admission	as	it	was	quite	clear	before	the	2015	General	Election,	implying	that	it	did	not	see
reinstating	a	charging	policy	as	a	potential	vote-winner.	The	huge	increases	in	visitor	numbers	since	2001	(see	Public	impact	above)	suggest	that	the	public	have	taken	advantage	of	free	museum	entry	and	support	it	in	principle.	“It	is	interesting	to	note	that	just	one	in	five	of	those	who	know	about	free	admission,	and	who	have	been	to	a	museum	or
gallery	recently,	say	that	this	was	purely	because	they	knew	that	entrance	was	free”.	[11]	However,	the	criticism	remains	that,	while	the	policy	provides	for	wider	access	to	museums	in	theory,	it	has	yet	to	demonstrate	true	social	inclusion,	except	through	educational	visits	by	schools:	“While	15%	of	the	British	public	say	they	have	made	more	visits,
this	rises	to	20%	among	ABC1s,	21%	among	people	living	in	the	South,	and	29%	among	people	with	a	degree	…	[12]	“In	addition	to	the	40%	of	the	public	who	are	not	even	aware	that	entrance	charges	have	been	scrapped,	a	similar	proportion	know	that	the	national	museums	and	galleries	are	free	to	enter,	but	have	not	made	any	more	visits.	A
component	of	the	growth	in	museum	admissions	stems	from	foreign	visitors,	who	make	up	around	40	percent	of	visitors.	The	objectives	of	the	policy	were	simple	and	clear	–	to	provide	universal	free	admission	to	the	permanent	collections	of	national	museums	and	to	broaden	the	range	of	visitors.	There	was	evidence	from	the	previous	policy	changes
that	scrapped	admission	charges	would	lead	to	a	significant	growth	in	visitor	numbers.		After	the	Conservative	government	reintroduced	admission	charges	in	the	1980s,	“over	the	next	15	years,	visitor	numbers	at	many	of	the	free	national	museums	grew	spectacularly,	while	some	of	the	charging	museums	suffered	marked	declines”.	[13]	However,
there	was	no	clear	evidence	that	this	inevitable	growth	would	result	in	greater	social	inclusion,	or	that	free	admission	was	the	only	means	of	gaining	large	visitor	numbers.	For	example,	the	major	national	museums	of	other	countries,	e.g.	the	Louvre	in	Paris	and	MOMA	in	New	York,	charge	for	entry	and	have	high	levels	of	attendance.	The	main
feasibility	factor	is	financial.	The	government	provided	direct	funding	through	the	DCMS	(and	in	some	cases	the	Department	of		Education)	to	compensate	the	museums	for	lack	of	income	due	to	ticket	sales.	The	Chancellor	introduced	changes	to	the	VAT	laws	in	the	2001	budget	so	that	non-charging	museums	could	reclaim	VAT,	another	source	of
funding	via	tax	relief.	Museums	have	added	the	option	of	voluntary	donations,	adopted	admission	prices	for	temporary	exhibitions,	and	are	also	funded	from	a	range	of	charitable	donations	and	sponsorships.	The	other	important	aspect	of	feasibility	is	social	feasibility,	whether	the	free	admission	would	actually	result	in	greater	social	inclusion.	It	would
seem	that	the	policy	did	result	in	more	admissions,	but	this	has	been	seen	mainly	in	the	AB	social	groups.	It	is	perhaps	not	feasible	for	a	single	arts	policy	to	effect	a	major	social	change.	The	government	was	responsible	for	managing	the	original	policy	of	introducing	free	admissions,	with	the	DCMS	being	centrally	involved.	The	DCMS	provides	direct
funding	for	the	museums,	although	‘at	an	arm’s	length.’	The	museums	manage	themselves	independently,	not	charging	for	tickets,	but	charging	for	specific	exhibitions.	The	government	is	not	involved	in	their	day-to-day	business	operations.	“Each	institution	is	run	by	an	independent	Board	of	Trustees	…	The	national	museums	are	also	exempt
charities,	and	the	Secretary	of	State	acts	as	their	Principal	Regulator”.	[14]	Museum	visitor	numbers	are	constantly	measured.	They	showed	that	visitor	rates	increased	70%	on	average	in	the	first	year	of	free	admission.	Furthermore,	surveys	were	undertaken	investigating	the	impact	of	free	admissions	on	the	demographic	of	visitors	to	see	if	free
admission	had	altered	the	visitor	profile.	Additionally,	the	government	has	set	out	how	funded	museums	will	be	evaluated	and	measured:	“Funding	agreements	2008-11	set	out	how	the	museums	and	galleries	meet	our	priorities	and	how	their	performance	will	be	measured”.	[15]	Different	government	departments,	such	as	the	DCMS	and	the	Treasury,
collaborated	in	enabling	universal	free	admission	to	be	introduced	in	2001.	The	chancellor’s	change	to	VAT	regulations	was	crucial,	in	that	it	made	free	admission	financially	viable	and	served	to	bring	many	of	the	museums	onside.	The	initial	campaign	was	well	conducted,	through	organisations	such	as	the	Art	Fund.	The	museums	were	generally
favourably	disposed	to	the	policy	and	cooperated	with	it.	However,	there	were	dissenting	voices,	such	as	the	Natural	History	Museum	and	the	National	Maritime	Museum.	“As	the	Director	of	the	Natural	History	Museum	recently	pointed	out,	the	increase	in	visitor	numbers	brings	its	own	pressures.	A	large	proportion	of	visitors	are	not	spending	any
more	inside	museums	and	galleries	than	they	did	when	they	had	to	pay	to	get	in”.	[16]	Free	admission	and	the	lottery,	Museums	Association	Free	admission	boosts	sense	of	public	ownership	of	national	museums,	29	June	2009,	The	Art	Fund	Museums	to	scrap	entry	charges,	Maev	Kennedy,	24	May	2001,The	Guardian	2010	to	2015	government	policy:
museums	and	galleries,	Policy	paper,	8	May	2015,	Department	of	Culture,	Media	&	Sport	Conservatives	rule	out	museum	entry	charges	after	2015	election,	Christopher	Hope,	4	January	2014,	Daily	Telegraph	The	Impact	of	Free	Entry	to	Museums,	Andy	Martin,		March	2003,	MORI	In	the	everyday	struggle	of	making	cuts	and	savings	in	a	high-cost
living	city	such	Oslo	is,	don’t	beat	yourself	up:	unbelievable	but	true,	enjoying	the	beauty,	history,	and	culture	of	the	city	as	a	student,	and	especially	for	free,	is	possible!	And	if	you	don’t	have	the	patience	to	glean	the	city’s	offer,	don’t	worry,	we	got	your	back:	thanks	to	this	ultimate	guide,	serenely	wandering	in	museums	cost-free	has	never	been	so
easy.	The	time	to	discover	the	city’s	gems	that	await	you	has	come.	The	library	at	the	Museum	of	Oslo.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	Museums	with	free	entrance	on	a	special	day	of	the	week1.	The	Museum	of	Oslo	A	detail	of	the	exhibition	“Cityscapes	–	capturing	Oslo”	at	the	Museum	of	Oslo.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	Let’s	get	started
from	the	Museum	of	Oslo,	the	perfect	place	if	you’d	love	to	simply	discover	more	about	the	city	you’re	living	in.	Based	in	one	of	Oslo’s	most	beautiful	green	spaces,	Frognerparken,	it	encompasses	numerous	exhibitions	that	focus	on	the	history	of	the	city	from	different	perspectives,	offering	an	interesting	insight	into	urban	development,	everyday
lifestyle	and	the	people	in	Oslo.	An	original	point	of	view,	for	example,	is	adopted	by	the	exhibition	“Cityscapes	–	capturing	Oslo,”	a	collection	of	paintings	that	illustrates	how	several	artists	have	represented	the	city’s	landscapes	throughout	history	with	different	approaches	and	styles.	Here	you’ll	find	also	5	small	watercolors	by	Edvard	Munch	himself
–	it’s	little	known,	in	fact,	that	as	a	youth	and	young	adult,	he	painted	more	naturalistic	glimpses	of	his	city.	By	visiting	the	main	permanent	exhibition,	“OsLove,”	instead,	you’ll	get	immersed	into	a	journey	through	the	history	of	Oslo,	retracing	it	from	the	city’s	founding	in	the	Middle	Ages,	navigating	through	the	centuries	up	to	the	present	day.	In	this
time	travel,	the	visitor	is	accompanied	by	short	movies,	digital	storytelling,	paintings	and	portraits	of	past	citizens,	products	of	traditional	crafts,	and	pictures	that	capture	salient	moments	that	the	society	underwent	in	the	previous	decades,	including	the	movements	for	women	and	queer	people’s	rights.A	whole	exposition	is	specifically	dedicated	to
World	War	II,	investigating	how	the	conflict	and	the	Nazi	occupation	impacted	everyday	life,	ranging	from	home	and	leisure	time	to	work	and	school.	Besides	this,	the	museum	demonstrates	to	have	a	special	eye	on	contemporary	times	as	well,	through	the	exhibition	“Your	breath,	your	voice”	and	the	last	section	of	“OsLove,”	called	“The	City
Laboratory.”	The	first	one	has	the	aim	of	keeping	the	ever	timely	debate	on	racism	and	anti-racism	in	Norway	open,	by	collecting	highlights	of	the	huge	demonstration	“We	can’t	breathe	–	Justice	for	George	Floyd,”	that	took	place	in	Oslo	in	2020.	Videos,	photographs,	original	posters	and	slogans	from	that	huge	demonstration,	that	was	reported	to	be
attended	by	more	than	15.000	protesters,	are	exposed	in	this	section.	A	detail	of	the	exhibition	“Your	breathe,	your	voice,”	the	Museum	of	Oslo.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	“The	City	Laboratory”	instead	speaks	directly	to	today’s	residents,	inviting	them	to	tell	about	their	city	and	to	reflect	on	its	future.	In	this	museum’s	area,	always	open	to	new
projects	and	ideas,	the	exhibitions	change	often	and	engage	with	school	classes,	activists,	urban	developers,	organizations,	documentarians,	and	so	forth.	Last	but	not	least,	a	brand	new	exhibition	is	about	to	land:	“A	taste	of	Oslo	–	glimpses	of	the	city’s	food	history”	over	the	past	150	years	will	open	its	doors	on	the	12th	of	May.	The	Museum	of	Oslo
has	free	entrance	every	Thursday;	on	the	other	days,	students	can	get	a	40	kr	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	price.	A	Renaissance	costume	worn	at	Nationaltheatret	in	1942	and	1957.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	The	library	is	open	every	Thursday	from	11	to	16,	and	from	11	to	19	every	first	Thursday	of	the	month.	But	it’s	also	possible	to	visit
it	on	the	other	days	of	the	week	–	you	only	need	to	reach	out	via	email	to	set	up	an	appointment:	bibliotek@oslomuseum.no.	Moreover,	the	librarian	is	available	to	provide	students	with	support	for	their	thesis’s	research.Website:	the	Museum	of	Oslo	2.	The	Theatre	MuseumThe	Theatre	Museum	is	a	small	exposition	co-located	in	the	same	place	of	the
Museum	of	Oslo,	in	Frognerparken.	Therefore,	as	for	the	Museum	of	Oslo,	it	has	free	entrance	every	Thursday.	Here	you’ll	get	to	discover	precious	costumes,	accessories,	marionettes,	original	props,	and	leftovers	from	historical	plays	that	took	place	in	the	city	from	the	18th	century	onwards.	In	addition,	a	model	collection	from	productions	by	Ibsen
and	Shakespeare	showcases	the	transformation	of	scenography	over	time.	Website:	the	Theatre	Museum3.	The	Munch	Museum	International	students	enjoying	the	free	visit	at	the	Munch	Museum	on	Wednesday.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	The	Munch	Museum	does	not	require	presentations.	Probably	the	most	popular	and	characteristic
museum	of	the	city,	it	surprisingly	has	its	own	“free	entrance	day,”	too.	In	fact,	you	can	let	yourself	be	fascinated	by	the	most	famous	Norwegian	artist’s	works	of	art	every	Wednesday,	but	keep	in	mind	that	you	can	do	it	for	free	only	between	18	and	21!	What	is	more,	the	Munch	Museum	demonstrates	to	hold	dear	the	education	of	young	generations	–
besides	guided	tours,	it	is	possible	indeed	for	schools,	kindergartens,	and	groups	of	students	with	their	teachers	and	assistants	who	want	to	visit	the	museum	as	part	of	their	learning	programmes	to	get	free	tickets,	which	must	be	picked	up	in	advance.	Website:	the	Munch	Museum	Museums	with	free	entrance	everyday4.	The	Intercultural
MuseumThe	Intercultural	Museum	is	based	in	the	neighborhood	of	Grønland	and	is	open	from	Tuesday	to	Sunday	with	free	entrance	everyday.	The	fact	that	it’s	located	in	Oslo’s	most	multicultural	and	diverse	district	doesn’t	seem	like	a	coincidence:	this	museum,	especially	through	the	exhibition	“Typical,”	truly	leads	the	visitors	to	deep	questioning
themselves	about	relevant	socio-anthropological	topics,	such	as	the	concepts	of	prejudice,	racism,	xenophobia,	the	differentiation	between	“us”	and	“others,”	and	challenges	them	to	strengthen	their	openness	towards	other	cultures.	With	this	purpose	of	constantly	engaging	the	audience,	the	expositions	are	extremely	interactive	and	rely	on	short
movies,	documents	of	various	kinds,	neon	installations,	images,	file	audio.	It’s	worth	mentioning	the	interactive	artwork	“The	Anatomy	of	Prejudice”	by	the	conceptual	artist	Thierry	Geoffroy/Colonel,	known	for	formats	specifically	designed	to	“train	the	awareness	muscle.”	In	this	growing-exhibition,	paper	sheets	that	testify	daily	traces	of	prejudice
and	hate,	provided	by	the	visitors	themselves,	form	together	the	leaves	of	a	jungle-like	ceiling	sculpture.	Besides	“Typical,”	the	Intercultural	Museum	hosts	temporary	exhibits	as	well.Website:	the	Intercultural	Museum5.	The	Labour	Museum	A	detail	of	an	exposition	at	the	Labour	Museum.	Photo:	Labour	Museum	/	Rune	Thorstein	While	enjoying	an
awesome	walk	along	the	Akerselva	river,	at	a	certain	point	it	may	happen	that	you	come	across	an	ancient	factory:	here	it’s	where	you’ll	find	the	Labour	Museum.	The	expositions	focus	on	the	industrial	revolution	that	took	place	by	the	river	Akerselva	from	the	mid-1840s.	In	fact,	Norway’s	first	textile	factories	were	established	in	the	areas	of	Sagene
and	Nydalen.	The	story	is	narrated	through	different	people’s	voices,	as	it	happens	for	the	exhibition	“Factory	Girls	and	Industrial	Pioneers,”	where	workers	at	these	factories,	entrepreneurs	and	inhabitants	of	the	area	who	experienced	firsthand	the	industrial	revolution	take	the	floor.	The	museum	also	provides	the	audience	who	require	it	with	a	tour
in	the	labor	district	Sagene,	investigating	the	working	environment	in	particular,	the	rise	of	early	unions,	and	the	labor	class’s	life	conditions	(but	remember	that	if	you	want	a	tour	in	English	you	must	contact	the	museum,	via	post@oslomuseum.no).	If	you	take	advantage	of	the	nice	weather	of	the	upcoming	season,	go	for	a	walk	in	this	area,	and	visit
the	museum,	you	won’t	miss	the	temporary	exhibition	“Dear	Akerselva,”	which	will	be	open	until	October	2023.	It	comes	up	as	a	collection	of	images	taken	by	the	photographer	Torbjørn	Moen,	which	can	be	seen	as	a	tribute	to	the	role	that	the	river	Akerselva	has	been	playing	over	years	–	as	the	city’s	natural	green	artery.	The	Labour	Museum	is	open
only	two	days,	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	but	it	always	has	free	entrance	for	everyone.	Website:	the	Labour	Museum	6.	The	22	July	Centre	A	detail	of	the	exhibition	“The	public	conversation	about	22	July.”	Photo:	The	22	July	Centre	/	Fartein	Rudjord	The	22	July	Centre	preserves	national	remembrance	of	a	crucial,	tragic	moment	in	Norwegian
contemporary	history	–	the	terrorist	attacks	executed	by	the	right-wing	extremist	Anders	Behring	Breivik	in	the	Government	Quarter	of	central	Oslo	and	on	Utøya	island,	which	shook	Norway	and	the	whole	world	in	2011.	The	museum	can	be	considered	as	a	sort	of	learning	center	the	main	aim	of	which	is	to	keep	raising	awareness,	especially	among
the	younger	generations,	about	the	traumatic	events	that	happened.	In	fact,	it	truly	comes	up	as	a	public	conversation’s	arena	that	reflects	on	the	impact	that	the	terror	attack	has	caused,	not	only	on	the	victims,	the	survivors,	and	their	families,	but	also	on	the	society	at	large.	The	events	are	reconstructed	through	a	timeline	with	images,	excerpts	of
surveillance	cameras,	photographic	evidence,	objects	found	on	site,	and	interviews	with	witnesses.	Furthermore,	the	professional	staff	always	welcome	the	visitors	with	an	introductory	explanation	of	the	visit	and	it’s	available	at	any	moment	to	answer	questions,	especially	because	pupils	and	students	are	the	center’s	target	audience.The	22	July
Centre	always	has	free	entrance	for	everyone,	and	it	is	open	from	Thursday	to	Sunday,	from	11	to	16.Website:	the	22	July	Centre7.	The	Natural	History	Museum	A	detail	of	the	geological	exhibition	at	the	Natural	History	Museum.	Photo:	Natural	History	Museum	(University	of	Oslo)	Meet	the	dinosaurs,	immerse	yourself	in	the	beautiful	diversity	of
nature	in	the	Botanical	Garden,	come	into	touch	with	the	Earth's	history	through	fossils,	gems,	and	crystals,	and	gain	insight	into	climate	change	at	the	Natural	History	Museum!	It’s	based	right	between	the	neighborhoods	of	Tøyen	and	Grünerløkka,	and	it’s	Norway's	largest	natural	history	museum,	hosting	several	exhibitions.	The	zoological	ones	will
let	you	discover	animals	from	around	the	world	through	their	habitats	and	geographical	regions,	ranging	from	the	Antarctic	to	the	tropical	rainforests.	Among	these	expositions,	the	Norwegian	Hall	stands	out,	focusing	on	the	fauna	and	nature	types	of	Norway.	The	numerous	geological	exhibits	present	at	the	museum	explore	the	history	of	planet
Earth	and	its	life.	Here	you’ll	find	yourself	in	front	of	minerals,	fossils	collected	from	the	oceans’	floors,	but	also	space	rocks	and	meteorites.	A	worth-mentioned	section	is	the	“Crystal	Cave,”	a	reconstructed	mine	cave	made	from	20	tons	of	crystals.	The	Crystal	Cave.	Photo:	Natural	History	Museum	(University	of	Oslo)	As	far	as	the	climate	is
concerned,	the	Climate	House	inside	the	Natural	History	Museum	provides	the	visitors	with	interactive,	dynamic	exhibitions	and	multimedia	installations.	Students	at	the	University	of	Oslo	can	visit	it	for	free,	showing	a	valid	student	card.	All	other	students	can	receive	a	60	NOK	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	price.	The	admission	to	the	Botanical
Garden,	one	of	the	most	enchanting	city’s	green	lungs,	is	always	free.Website:	the	Natural	History	Museum8.	The	Historical	Museum	A	glimpse	of	the	exhibition	“Control”	at	the	Historical	Museum.	Photo:	Eva	Zandonà	/	Universitas	Visiting	the	Historical	Museum	truly	feels	like	doing	a	journey	back	in	time	among	the	most	disparate	treasures	of	the
past.	Here	you’ll	get	the	chance	to	see	fabulous	artifacts	from	the	Norwegian	Viking	Age,	such	as	ornamented	swords,	weapons	and	golden	jewelry.	But	it	will	not	be	the	only	thing,	if	you’re	passionate	about	the	Viking	age:	a	whole	exhibition,	“Fabolous	animals”,	will	guide	you	in	the	exploration	of	the	unique	feeling	of	devotion	and	admiration	that
existed	towards	animals	from	the	Iron	Age	to	the	Vikings,	showcasing	objects	characterized	by	the	typical	scandinavian	ornamentation	style	that	spread	at	that	time.	The	Egyptian	civilization	is	given	a	great	space	within	the	museum	as	well	–	in	fact,	the	largest	collection	of	Egyptian	artifacts	in	the	whole	Norway	is	preserved	here.	Through	the
museum’s	ethnographic	exhibits	instead,	you’ll	travel	not	only	in	time	but	also	in	space,	getting	in	contact	with	cultures	and	civilizations	from	all	over	the	world.As	with	the	Natural	History	Museum,	students	at	UiO	can	visit	the	museum	for	free,	since	it’s	part	of	the	Museum	of	Cultural	History	and	the	University	of	Oslo.	All	other	students	are	given	a
30	kr	discount	on	the	standard	ticket’s	prices.	Website:	the	Historical	Museum	Oslo	is	a	city	with	a	rich	cultural	history	and	many	beautiful	museums	to	explore.	Oslo’s	museums	are	of	great	historical	value,	which	makes	them	worth	visiting	for	the	stories	they	tell.	But	at	first	glance,	visiting	a	museum	in	Oslo	seems	intimidating	if	you	are	on	a	budget.
Many	museums	in	Oslo	have	free	entry,	but	some	charge	an	entrance	fee.	To	make	things	easier,	we’ve	put	together	a	list	of	the	best	cheap	or	free	museums	in	Oslo	that	won’t	break	the	bank.	The	museums	listed	below	will	provide	guests	with	plenty	of	entertainment.	Because	art	in	Norway	is	based	on	artists’	images,	thoughts,	and	ideas,	it	plays	a
vital	role	in	people’s	awareness	of	the	world.	So	if	you	have	time,	you	should	visit	a	free	museum	in	Oslo.	Oslo	is	full	of	unique	cultural	attractions	that	are	free	to	every	visitor	Oslo	is	a	city	that’s	been	making	many	top	ten	lists	lately,	and	with	good	reason.	Beyond	the	charming	cobblestone	streets,	fjords,	and	wooden	rowboats	that	give	it	that
quintessential	Scandinavian	feel,	Oslo	has	a	lot	to	offer.	From	the	vibrant	art	scene	and	countless	festivals	to	the	fact	that	it’s	one	of	the	greenest	capitals	in	Europe,	there	are	many	reasons	why	you	should	put	Oslo	at	the	top	of	your	bucket	list.	The	natural	landscapes	are	particularly	stunning,	so	you	can	enjoy	the	lush	forests	while	hiking	across	trails
and	enjoying	the	majestic	fjords.	Finally,	museums	in	Oslo	offer	a	variety	of	exhibits.	So,	a	visit	to	Oslo	guarantees	hours	of	fun,	entertainment,	and	learning.	In	addition	to	their	works	of	art,	many	free	museums	in	Oslo	are	also	housed	in	impressive	buildings	Oslo	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	cities	in	Scandinavia	and	is	a	perfect	place	to	spend	a
holiday.	The	city	has	cultural	attractions	for	all	age	groups.	If	you	are	a	history	lover	on	a	budget,	you	will	love	this	city	because	it	is	home	to	some	of	the	best	entrance-free	museums	in	Norway.	Moreover,	Oslo	has	some	of	the	oldest	churches	and	buildings	that	have	been	preserved	for	centuries.	Here	is	the	list	of	the	10	best	free	Museums	in	Oslo:
The	Intercultural	Museum	is	a	migration	museum	located	in	the	most	diverse	district	of	Oslo.	The	museum	displays	a	wide	range	of	visual	art	and	documents.	It	is	the	most	popular	free	museum	in	Oslo	at	the	present	time.	It	aims	to	increase	understanding	and	respect	for	cultural	diversity	in	Norway.	The	museum	also	offers	guided	tours	around	the
historical,	multicultural	district	of	Grønland.	The	Intercultural	Museum	has	been	awarded	by	the	Norwegian	Museums	Association	for	its	work	with	minorities.	It	operates	from	Tuesday	to	Sunday	and	the	entrance	is	free	for	everybody.	Entrance:	Free	Website:	The	Labour	Museum	is	the	tiniest	and	most	charming	free	museum	in	Oslo.	It	is	located	in	a
former	industrial	area	and	showcases	the	history	of	the	industrial	revolution	in	Norway.	The	exhibits	related	to	the	history	of	labor	in	Norway	are	the	most	impressive	part	of	the	museum.	You	can	combine	a	quick	visit	to	the	museum	with	a	pleasant	walk	by	the	Akerselva	River	nearby.	This	is	a	free-entry	museum,	but	it	only	operates	on	weekends.
Entrance:	Free	Website:	This	museum	specializes	in	the	history	of	cinema	in	Norway	and	its	development	over	time.	Therefore,	it	focuses	on	the	evolution	of	technology	in	Scandinavian	film-making.	This	museum	is	located	in	Filmens	Hus	and	the	entrance	is	free	for	everybody.	The	Kinematografteateret	cinema	is	also	nearby,	where	Norwegian	films
are	shown	every	day.	This	museum	offers	guided	tours	related	to	Norwegian	cinema,	film-making,	and	photography.	There	are	even	some	engaging	temporary	exhibitions	at	the	museum	that	change	every	few	months.	Finally,	clips	from	classic	Norwegian	and	modern	short	films	are	shown	non-stop!	Entrance:	Free	Website:	Juli-Senteret	(22	July
Center)	is	a	museum	dedicated	to	the	knowledge	and	memory	of	the	2011	terrorist	attacks	in	Oslo	and	Utøya.	The	center	has	been	open	since	2015	for	this	purpose.	It	is	located	on	the	first	floor	of	a	building	in	Regjeringskvartaler	and	features	permanent	and	temporary	photographic	exhibitions.	This	is	one	more	free-entry	museum	in	Oslo	and
operates	daily.	It	is	worth	paying	a	visit	since	it	is	the	only	museum	in	Scandinavia	on	this	subject.	Entrance:	Free	Website:	The	Norwegian	Center	for	Design	and	Architecture	is	a	hall,	built	to	host	exhibitions	related	to	design	and	architecture.	This	building	has	many	interesting	design	exhibits,	as	well	as	a	design	shop	and	restaurant.	Doga’s	purpose
is	to	enhance	cooperation	between	Norwegian	talents,	businesses,	and	the	public	sector.	For	that	reason,	the	entrance	is	free	for	everybody.	Entrance:	Free	Website:	Oslo	Cathedral	(Oslo	Domkirke)	is	a	Lutheran	church	which	is	located	in	the	center	of	the	city.	It	was	built	in	1697	and	restored	in	1950.	This	Cathedral	features	a	richly	decorated
ceiling	and	a	beautiful	altar	area.	Presently,	the	art	is	one	of	the	Cathedral’s	main	pillars,	where	visitors	can	see	some	unique	religious	artifacts.	Also,	it	is	open	daily	and	the	entrance	is	free	for	everybody.	For	these	reasons,	it	is	included	in	our	list	of	free	museums	in	Oslo.	The	Oslo	Museum	of	Architecture	is	the	best	place	to	visit	in	Norway	if	you
want	to	know	about	the	country’s	architectural	history.	The	building	was	built	by	Christian	Heinrich	Grosch	in	1830.	But	it	started	operating	as	a	museum	in	2008.	This	building	is	next	to	Stortinget	metro	station.	It	houses	more	than	300,000	artifacts	and	an	impressive	photo	collection	related	to	Norwegian	architecture.	It’s	one	of	the	best	cheap
museums	in	Oslo,	and	it’s	free	every	Thursday!	The	Oslo	City	Museum	is	another	prominent	museum	in	Oslo.	It	illustrates	the	history	and	the	cultural	and	commercial	development	of	the	capital	of	Norway.	Above	all,	the	museum	is	famous	for	its	library	and	impressive	photo	collection.	It	is	one	of	the	best	museums	in	Oslo	you	can	visit	for	free	at	the
present	time.	The	entrance	is	free	every	Saturday,	so	schedule	a	weekend	visit	and	combine	it	with	a	relaxing	walk	at	the	park	nearby.	One	of	the	best	museums	in	Oslo	is	the	National	Gallery	of	Norway	(Nasjonalgalleriet).	It	is	now	a	part	of	the	National	Museum.	It	has	a	collection	of	about	55000	Scandinavian	paintings	and	drawings,	including	the
famous	Scream	by	Edward	Munch.	Although	the	museum	traces	Norwegian	artists,	there	is	also	an	international	section	featuring	the	work	of	famous	painters,	such	as	Monet	and	Picasso.	Presently,	entry	is	free	every	Sunday,	and	extremely	cheap	for	the	rest	of	the	week.	To	avoid	the	long	queues,	better	choose	any	weekday.	The	Akershus	Fortress	is
one	of	the	oldest	castles	in	Norway.	It	was	built	in	1299	by	King	Haakon	V	and	is	located	on	the	eastern	side	of	Oslo	Fjord.	The	castle	has	been	destroyed	multiple	times	but	rebuilt	every	time.	There	are	many	things	to	see	inside	the	fortress,	including	an	armory	museum,	a	military	museum,	and	a	church	that	dates	back	to	1200	AD.	Entrance	to	the
fortress	area	is	free	for	everyone,	but	there	is	a	small	admission	cost	to	the	interior	of	the	castle.	Akershus	Fortress	is	one	of	the	best	cultural	attractions	that	you	can	visit	for	free	You	don’t	have	to	spend	a	fortune	to	have	a	memorable	time	in	Oslo.	Many	of	these	museums	are	not	just	free	but	also	excellent.	For	such	a	small	city,	Oslo	can	boast	an
impressive	number	of	museums	catering	to	all	interests,	ranging	from	art	and	design	to	architecture	and	history.	Whether	you	want	to	educate	yourself	on	Norway’s	architectural	heritage	or	get	up	close	and	personal	with	the	country’s	rich	art	culture,	you’ll	find	plenty	of	opportunities	here.	Be	aware	that	presently	a	few	of	the	museums	listed	above
limit	how	often	you	can	visit.	If	you	happen	to	visit	during	the	off-season	(November-April),	check	their	website	before	finalizing	your	plans.


