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Unearth	some	of	the	best	books	about	Greek	mythology	and	its	pantheon	of	gods!	This	carefully	curated	selection	of	ten	masterful	works	invites	you	to	plunge	headfirst	into	the	fascinating	interplay	between	deities	and	mortals,	heroes	and	anti-heroes,	while	unraveling	the	age-old	conflict	between	fate	and	free	will.	Each	book	acts	as	a	portal	to
timeless	narratives,	richly	woven	through	the	tapestry	of	ancient	tradition.	Titles	such	as	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	and	The	Complete	World	of	Greek	Mythology	serve	as	essential	guides	into	this	wondrous	world,	where	the	lives	of	gods	and	mortals	converge	in	tales	of	majesty,	betrayal,	and	cosmic	intrigue.	Many	of	these	literary	gems
are	enhanced	with	breathtaking	illustrations	that	vividly	bring	to	life	the	splendor	of	Mount	Olympus,	where	Zeus	wields	his	thunderbolt,	and	Athena	nurtures	civilization	in	her	beloved	Athens.	Prepare	to	be	captivated	by	tales	of	those	audacious	enough	to	defy	divine	will,	only	to	confront	the	often-overwhelming	repercussions	of	their	ambition.	Each
narrative	is	not	just	a	story	its	an	invitation	to	experience	the	thrilling	highs	and	harrowing	lows	of	ancient	mythology	as	never	before.	Join	us	on	a	spellbinding	journey	through	these	pages	and	immerse	yourself	in	the	allure	and	wonder	of	Greek	mythology	that	has	inspired	generations.	Whether	you	seek	profound	wisdom,	adventurous	escapades,	or
enchanting	artistry,	these	remarkable	books	promise	a	timeless	exploration	of	a	world	where	fate	is	a	fickle	friend	and	gods	reign	with	both	benevolence	and	wrath.	These	stories	not	only	showcase	epic	battles	and	betrayals	but	also	invite	reflection	on	universal	themes	like	desire,	jealousy,	and	sacrifice.	Each	tale	serves	as	a	snapshot	of	lifes
complexities,	encouraging	us	to	think	about	the	challenges	we	still	face	today.	While	a	massive	number	of	works	explore	this	genre,	these	ten	essential	titles	stand	out	as	foundational	pillars	for	any	modern	collection,	providing	a	well-rounded	perspective	on	Greek	mythology.	Although	Ovids	Metamorphoses	would	certainly	enrich	this	literary
tradition,	I	have	chosen	to	focus	on	these	specific	selections,	each	of	which	offers	a	comprehensive	and	engaging	glimpse	into	the	most	captivating	elements	of	Greek	mythology.	By	reading	these	fascinating	books	on	Greek	mythology	and	its	pantheon	of	gods,	readers	will	uncover	timeless	wisdom	and	awe,	revealing	how	these	ancient	narratives
resonate	with	our	contemporary	lives.	Prepare	to	embark	on	a	journey	through	a	realm	teeming	with	both	glory	and	despair,	where	deities	are	revered	and	feared,	shaping	the	destinies	of	mortals	in	profound	ways.	One	of	the	best	books	on	Greek	mythology	is	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	by	Bonechi.	This	masterpiece	was	the	first	book	I	ever
purchased	on	the	subject,	and	it	has	since	become	a	treasured	companion	on	my	journey	through	the	mystical	realms	of	antiquity.	Every	page	is	an	immersive	experience,	bursting	with	rich	narratives	and	vivid	illustrations	that	transport	readers	to	a	world	where	gods	walk	among	mortals	and	epic	battles	shape	the	course	of	history.	What	sets	this
book	apart	is	its	ability	to	weave	together	the	threads	of	myth	and	history,	illuminating	the	complexities	of	Greek	culture	and	beliefs.	Bonechi	deftly	unravels	the	stories	of	the	Olympians	zealous	Zeus,	wise	Athena,	and	tempestuous	Poseidon	while	also	delving	into	the	lives	of	heroes	and	other	characters	whose	tales	are	equally	compelling.	Each	myth
is	presented	with	scholarly	precision	yet	remains	accessible,	making	it	a	perfect	entry	point	for	both	novices	and	seasoned	mythologists.	The	illustrations	in	this	book	are	nothing	short	of	breathtaking,	bringing	to	life	scenes	of	divine	majesty	and	tragic	heroism.	Whether	its	the	grandeur	of	Eleusis	or	the	tragedy	of	the	Trojan	War,	the	illustrations
invite	readers	to	visualize	these	mythical	landscapes	and	the	unforgettable	characters	that	inhabit	them.	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	is	not	merely	a	book	its	a	portal	to	an	ancient	world,	sparking	the	imagination	and	inspiring	a	lifelong	fascination	with	the	lore	of	Greece.	Its	an	extraordinary	book	that	I	hold	dear,	and	I	have	no	doubt	that
many	others	share	my	sentiment.	In	fact,	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	is	so	cherished	that	the	binding	of	my	copy	is	beginning	to	show	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology:	The	Trojan	War	and	the	Odyssey	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	offers	a	rich	collection	of	fascinating
content,	exploring	a	wide	range	of	insights	about	Greek	Gods	and	the	legendary	Greek	myths.	Mother	Earth	and	Uranus.	Cronus	and	Rhea:	The	birth	of	the	Gods.	Zeus	and	the	Titanomachia:	The	Olympian	Pantheon.	The	battle	of	the	Giants:	Establishment	of	order.	The	creation	of	man.	Zeus,	the	father	of	the	Gods.	The	transformations	and	amorous
exploits	of	Zeus.	Hera,	the	mother	of	the	Gods.	Athene,	the	strength	of	wisdom.	Hephaestus,	the	power	to	forge	metals.	Poseidon,	power	of	the	seas.	Demeter,	the	goddess	of	plenty.	Hermes,	the	messenger	of	the	gods.	Aphrodite,	beauty	and	love.	Ares,	the	god	of	war.	Apollo,	light	and	purity.	Artemis,	the	virgin	huntress.	Dionysys,	the	god	of	wine.
Hestia,	the	goddess	of	the	earth.	Asclepius,	the	god	of	medicine.	Hades,	lord	of	the	underworld.	Pan,	god	of	the	pasture.	Heracles	and	the	twelve	labours	(dodekathlon).	Jason,	Medea	and	the	adventures	of	the	Argonauts.	Theseus,	the	Athenian	Hero.	Perseus	and	Medusa.	Bellerophon	and	the	Chimaera.	Melaeger,	Atalanta	and	the	Calydonian	Boar.
Oedipus,	the	Sphinx	and	the	ineluctable	power	of	fate.	The	wedding	of	Peleus	and	Thetis.	The	judgement	of	Paris.	Achilles	at	Scyros.	The	sacrifice	of	Iphigenia	and	the	departure	for	Troy.	The	siege	of	Troy.	The	death	of	Troilius.	The	wrath	of	Achilles.	The	death	of	Patroclus.	The	vengeance	of	Achilles.	The	death	of	Achilles.	The	contest	for	the	arms	of
Achilles	and	the	suicide	of	Ajax.	Cassandra,	Laocoon	and	the	Trojan	Horse.The	destruction	of	the	city.	The	return	of	Agamemnon.	The	Lotus-Eaters.	Polyphemus	and	the	land	of	the	Cyclops.	The	island	of	Aeolus.	Circe,	the	enchantress.	The	sirens.	Scylla	and	Charybdis.	The	cattle	of	the	Sun-God.	The	love	of	Calypso.	Nausicaa	and	the	island	of	the
Phaeacians.	The	return	to	Ithaca.	Penelope	and	the	suitors.	Odysseus	regains	the	kingdom.	The	heros	divine	origin.	The	flight	from	Troy.	The	journey	west.	Dido	and	Aeneas.	Aeneas	in	Italy.	The	hero	on	the	hills	of	Rome.	The	foundation	of	the	eternal	city.	The	Complete	World	of	Greek	Mythology	by	Richard	Buxton	is	nothing	short	of	an	incredible
gateway	to	an	ancient	realm	where	gods,	heroes,	and	mortals	dance	between	the	lines	of	history	and	legend.	This	masterfully	crafted	tome	invites	readers	to	not	merely	observe,	but	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	vibrant	tapestry	of	Greek	mythology,	making	it	feel	as	if	these	timeless	tales	were	woven	into	the	very	fabric	of	reality.	Buxtons	prose	is
accessible	yet	profound,	engaging	readers	with	his	interpretative	brilliance.	He	skillfully	dismantles	the	notion	that	myths	are	mere	stories,	illuminating	their	reflections	of	human	experience,	societal	values,	and	cultural	identity.	Each	chapter	unfurls	like	a	well-aged	scroll,	revealing	familiar	personas	like	Apollo	and	Artemis,	while	expertly	delving	into
lesser-known	figures	and	locales,	inviting	readers	to	explore	their	subtleties	and	complexities.	The	illustrations	and	maps	within	the	pages	enrich	the	experience,	with	pictures	that	complement	Buxtons	vivid	descriptions,	allowing	for	a	multi-sensory	journey	through	Greeces	storied	landscape.	Each	page	turn	evokes	a	sense	of	wonder	and	nostalgia,
urging	readers	to	ponder	the	connections	between	myth	and	reality,	exploring	how	these	ancient	narratives	continue	to	influence	modern	life.	Ultimately,	The	Complete	World	of	Greek	Mythology	is	not	just	a	book;	its	an	invitation	to	delve	into	a	world	where	the	divine	and	mortal	intertwine,	laying	bare	the	timeless	themes	that	resonate	with
humanity.	This	work	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	looking	to	rekindle	their	fascination	with	the	profound	legacy	of	Greek	mythology.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	The	Complete	World	of	Greek	Mythology	by	Richard	Buxton	One	of	the	most	enchanting	introductions	to	Greek	mythology	for	younger	readers	is	the	beautifully	illustrated	book,	MYTHOLOGY
by	Lady	Hestai	Evans.	From	the	moment	you	lay	eyes	on	the	striking	cover,	youll	feel	a	magnetic	pull	to	dive	into	its	pages,	reminiscent	of	the	magical	allure	of	The	NeverEnding	Story.	But	wait	until	you	step	inside!	The	pages	are	a	treasure	trove	of	interesting	tales	and	vibrant	illustrations	that	bring	the	ancient	gods	and	mythical	creatures	to	life	in	a
way	that	is	both	engaging	and	educational.	Each	story	unfolds	with	such	charm	and	creativity	that	even	adults	will	find	themselves	spellbound,	marveling	at	the	exquisite	craftsmanship	and	narrative	style.	This	delightful	book	isnt	just	a	read;	its	an	adventure	waiting	to	be	shared.	Perfect	as	a	gift	for	children,	it	will	surely	ignite	their	imagination	and
inspire	a	lifelong	love	for	mythology	and	storytelling.	MYTHOLOGY	a	journey	through	time	and	wonder	a	gift	that	keeps	on	giving!	This	book	has	to	be	one	of	the	best	Greek	mythology	books	for	kids	and	teenagers.	MYTHOLOGY	by	Lady	Hestia	Evans	is	an	enchanting	journey	jam-packed	with	Greek	mythology	and	intriguing	facts.	Each	section	unfolds
through	beautifully	crafted	illustrations	and	interactive	elements	that	invite	readers	to	engage	with	it.	Imagine	lifting	flaps	to	uncover	hidden	treasures	or	eagerly	extending	fold-out	pages	that	bring	the	mythical	world	to	life,	evoking	the	thrill	of	a	pop-up	adventure	book!	This	awesome	book	begins	with	a	spellbinding	introduction	to	the	realm	of
Greek	mythology,	immersing	readers	in	the	rich	lore	and	ancient	narratives	that	have	fascinated	humanity	for	centuries.	It	discusses	the	pantheon	of	the	Olympians	the	shrouded	mysteries	encompassing	the	birth	of	the	Gods	and	Goddesses	where	youll	meet	the	mighty	Zeus	and	wise	Hera,	the	ruling	Olympian	Gods.	Explore	the	tempestuous	waters
as	you	discover	Poseidon,	the	God	of	the	sea,	whose	trident	commands	oceans	with	both	wrath	and	grace.	Journey	into	the	shadowy	depths	of	Hades	and	his	realm	of	the	Underworld,	where	the	stories	of	lost	souls	and	legendary	monsters	await.	Experience	the	passionate	entanglements	of	Ares,	the	fierce	God	of	War;	Aphrodite,	the	embodiment	of
love;	and	Hephaestus,	the	masterful	artisan	of	the	Gods.	Follow	the	sun-kissed	trails	of	Apollo,	the	God	of	light	and	music,	roaming	alongside	Hermes,	the	cunning	messenger,	and	Dionysus,	the	God	of	revelry	whose	intoxicating	celebrations	can	disarm	even	the	fiercest	warriors.	Discover	the	wisdom	of	Athena,	the	huntress	spirit	of	Artemis,	and	the
gentle,	nurturing	fire	of	Hestia.	Unravel	tales	of	legendary	heroes	such	as	Heracles,	whose	trials	and	triumphs	echo	through	time.	The	thrilling	encounter	between	Theseus	and	the	Minotaur	is	also	woven	into	the	fabric	of	this	remarkable	Greek	mythology	book.	Another	famous	Greek	myth	included	in	MYTHOLOGY	is	the	legendary	war	against	Troy,	a
tale	rich	with	betrayal,	honor,	and	glory.	The	book	even	pays	homage	to	the	romancing	poet,	Lord	Byron.	Flipping	through	this	fantastic	book	truly	is	a	joyous	exploration	that	ignites	curiosity	and	celebrates	the	magical	essence	of	Greek	mythology,	offering	readers	of	all	ages	a	whimsical	portal	to	the	fantastical	world	of	gods,	monsters,	and	heroes.
Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	MYTHOLOGY	by	Lady	Hestia	Evans	DK	Myths	&	Legends	Explained	is	a	magnificent	exploration	of	the	worlds	most	compelling	narratives,	beautifully	highlighting	Greek	mythology	and	its	timeless	allure.	This	stunningly	illustrated	book	stands	out	as	one	of	the	best	in	its	genre,	captivating	readers	with	an	exquisite
collection	of	50	dramatic	stories	from	various	cultures,	including	Egypt,	Sumeria,	Iran,	Greece,	Rome,	Northern	Europe,	Celtic	traditions,	West	Africa,	the	Caribbean,	North	America,	Central	America,	Australia,	Polynesia,	India,	China,	and	Japan.	Its	vivid	illustrations	breathe	life	into	ancient	tales,	allowing	the	reader	to	fully	immerse	themselves	in
each	myth.	The	artwork	not	only	complements	but	enhances	the	storytelling,	making	complex	ideas	more	accessible	and	engaging.	As	you	turn	each	page,	youll	encounter	iconic	heroes,	formidable	deities,	and	intricate	legends	that	resonate	across	time	and	borders.	This	book	isnt	just	a	compilation	of	stories;	it	delves	into	the	rich	contexts	and
meanings	behind	these	myths,	offering	readers	a	profound	understanding	of	how	they	shaped	cultures	and	perspectives	throughout	history.	From	the	epic	sagas	of	the	Greek	pantheon	to	the	enchanting	folklore	of	distant	lands,	DK	Myths	&	Legends	Explained	invites	you	to	partake	in	an	exhilarating	journey	through	the	human	experience.	Whether
you	are	a	seasoned	mythology	enthusiast	or	just	beginning	your	exploration,	this	book	is	an	essential	addition	to	your	library,	offering	insights	and	inspiration	that	will	spark	your	imagination.	Dont	miss	the	chance	to	own	this	compelling	guide	to	our	worlds	most	fascinating	myths	and	legends!	Greek	myths	featured	in	Myths	&	Legends	Explained	take
up	approximately	half	of	the	book.	Significant	pages	are	devoted	to	the	Gods	of	Olympus,	as	well	as	to	tales	such	as	Prometheus,	Aphrodite	and	Ares,	the	abduction	of	Persephone,	Orpheus	and	Eurydice,	Aphrodite	and	Adonis,	Cupid	and	Psyche,	Artemis	and	Actaeon,	Apollo	and	Daphne,	King	Midas,	Pan	and	Syrinx,	Zeus	and	Danae,	Perseus	and
Andromeda,	the	tragedy	of	Oedipus,	the	labors	of	Hercules,	Jason	and	the	Golden	Fleece,	Theseus	the	hero,	the	Minotaur,	Dionysus	and	Ariadne,	Leda	and	the	Swan,	the	Judgment	of	Paris,	Odysseuss	return	home,	and	Dido	and	Aeneas.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	Myths	&	Legends	Explained	(DK)	Mythology	by	Edith	Hamilton	stands	as	a	seminal
work,	captivating	readers	with	its	detailed	and	engaging	retelling	of	ancient	Greek	and	Roman	myths.	First	published	in	1942,	Hamilton,	an	American	classical	scholar,	sought	to	illuminate	the	rich	tapestry	of	these	timeless	tales,	making	them	accessible	to	a	broader	audience.	Her	clear	prose	and	insightful	commentary	have	rendered	the	book	a
staple	in	both	academic	circles	and	casual	reading,	appealing	to	anyone	curious	about	the	power	and	relevance	of	mythology.	Among	the	many	enchanting	stories	within	the	pages	is	the	poignant	tale	of	Cupid	and	Psyche,	a	narrative	that	exemplifies	the	complexities	of	love	and	the	trials	that	accompany	it.	Cupid,	the	god	of	desire,	falls	deeply	in	love
with	Psyche,	a	mortal	whose	beauty	rivals	that	of	Venus,	Cupids	mother.	Envious,	Venus	sends	Cupid	to	punish	Psyche,	but	he	instead	becomes	enchanted	by	her.	Their	love	blossoms	in	secret,	with	Cupid	visiting	Psyche	only	at	night,	forbidding	her	to	see	his	face.	However,	curiosity	drives	Psyche	to	betray	Cupids	trust,	resulting	in	a	series	of	trials
set	forth	by	Venus.	Its	one	of	the	most	fascinating	10	Inspirational	Greek	Myth	Love	stories	in	existence.	This	book	does	a	fantastic	job	of	transporting	you	into	their	world.	Hamiltons	scholarship	shines	through	her	ability	to	weave	these	narratives	with	historical	context,	cultural	significance,	and	psychological	depth.	Her	passion	for	Greek	mythology
resonates	throughout	the	book,	making	it	an	enjoyable	read.	Mythology	remains	immensely	popular,	not	only	as	a	reference	for	students	of	literature	and	history	but	also	as	a	delightful	introduction	for	anyone	wishing	to	explore	the	intricacies	of	ancient	lore.	Hamiltons	ability	to	breathe	life	into	these	ancient	texts	ensures	her	book	will	have	a	place	in
the	hearts	and	minds	of	readers	for	generations	to	come.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	MYTHOLOGY	by	Edith	Hamilton	This	Greek	mythology	reference	book	is	beautifully	illustrated.	Its	a	perfect	companion	for	anyone	eager	to	explore	the	fascinating	tales	of	the	gods	and	goddesses	of	ancient	Greece.	What	sets	this	thick	volume	apart	is	its
meticulously	organized	alphabetical	format,	allowing	readers	to	effortlessly	navigate	through	the	enchanting	world	of	myth	and	legend.	From	Poseidon,	the	sovereign	of	the	seas,	to	Prometheus,	the	daring	titan	who	defied	the	gods,	and	Psyche,	the	embodiment	of	the	soul,	this	remarkable	book	offers	a	treasure	trove	of	mythic	tales	that	intertwine	the
lives	of	the	Olympian	gods	and	legendary	figures.	Each	entry	provides	not	just	succinct	descriptions,	but	also	reveals	the	complex	relationships	and	captivating	stories	that	unite	these	celestial	beings	in	an	epic	tapestry	of	adventure	and	intrigue.	Adorned	with	stunning	illustrations	including	classic	paintings	that	breathe	life	into	the	ancient
narratives,	the	book	transforms	the	Greek	myths	into	a	vibrant	visual	experience,	drawing	readers	into	the	depths	of	the	Mediterranean	and	the	heights	of	Mount	Olympus.	As	you	flip	through	the	pages	of	The	Ultimate	Encyclopedia	of	Mythology,	youll	uncover	not	only	timeless	legends	but	also	the	rich	symbolism	and	moral	lessons	that	have
resonated	through	the	ages.	Think	of	this	engaging	read	not	only	a	reference,	but	also	a	celebration	of	the	enduring	power	of	Greek	mythology,	inviting	both	seasoned	aficionados	and	curious	newcomers	to	embark	on	a	journey	of	wonder	and	discovery.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	mythology	enthusiast	or	a	curious	newcomer,	this	guide	serves	as	a
gateway	into	the	realm	of	ancient	beliefs,	adventures,	and	moral	lessons.	Each	page	turned	invites	you	to	delve	deeper	into	the	fascinating	narratives	that	have	shaped	culture	for	millennia.	Perfect	for	quick	glimpses	or	leisurely	exploration,	this	book	offers	a	delightful	journey	into	the	eternal	stories	that	continue	to	inspire	and	enchant	people	across
generations.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	The	Ultimate	Encyclopedia	of	Mythology	Another	fascinating	book	is	Greek	Mythology	by	Sofia	Souli.	This	book	offers	an	enchanting	exploration	of	the	origins	and	evolution	of	the	divine	beings	that	shaped	ancient	Greek	culture.	In	its	pages,	readers	will	embark	on	a	fascinating	journey	through	the	creation
of	the	gods,	beginning	with	the	primordial	forces	that	brought	the	universe	into	existence.	From	these	elemental	deities	emerge	the	first	gods,	including	Gaia,	Uranus,	and	then	the	powerful	Olympians	whose	stories	have	echoed	through	the	ages.	Delving	deeper,	the	narrative	introduces	the	Titans	those	formidable	giants	who	ruled	the	world	before
their	eventual	overthrow	by	the	Olympian	gods	in	a	monumental	struggle	for	supremacy.	The	text	artfully	recounts	not	only	this	cosmic	clash	but	also	the	epic	battle	of	the	Giants,	which	highlights	the	ongoing	conflict	between	order	and	chaos	in	the	world	of	mythology.	The	twelve	Olympian	gods	take	center	stage	as	they	govern	various	aspects	of
human	life	and	nature,	each	embodying	distinct	powers	and	domains.	However,	the	book	does	not	shy	away	from	acknowledging	the	lesser-known	and	often	overlooked	deities	who	populate	the	pantheon,	providing	a	fuller	picture	of	the	mythological	landscape.	In	addition	to	the	gods,	the	tales	of	legendary	heroes	captivate	readers	with	their	daring
exploits	and	epic	quests.	Iconic	figures	such	as	Heracles	and	Theseus	are	featured	prominently,	alongside	a	host	of	other	adventurous	souls	like	the	Argonauts	on	their	perilous	journey	to	retrieve	the	Golden	Fleece,	the	courageous	Perseus	battling	the	Gorgon	Medusa,	and	the	tragic	tale	of	Daedalus	and	Icarus,	which	serves	as	a	cautionary	reminder
of	hubris.	Further	enriching	the	narrative,	the	book	delves	into	the	complexities	of	love,	fate,	and	desire	through	the	myth	of	Orpheus,	whose	music	could	charm	even	the	fiercest	of	beasts,	and	Phaethon,	whose	ill-fated	journey	to	harness	the	sun	embodies	the	struggle	against	ones	limitations.	The	epic	saga	of	the	Trojan	War	is	recounted	in	all	its
glory,	showcasing	the	fierce	battles,	divine	interventions,	and	tragic	consequences	of	human	ambition	and	vengeance.	This	leads	seamlessly	into	the	legendary	journey	of	Odysseus	in	The	Odyssey,	where	themes	of	perseverance,	cleverness,	and	the	longing	for	home	resonate	deeply.	Overall,	Greek	Mythology	invites	readers	to	immerse	themselves	in
the	vivid	tapestry	of	stories	that	illustrate	not	just	the	adventures	of	gods	and	heroes	but	also	the	profound	philosophical	questions	and	moral	lessons	that	continue	to	resonate	in	our	own	lives	today.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	Greek	Mythology	by	Sofia	Souli	The	Greek	Myths	by	Robin	Waterfield	is	another	compelling	narrative	that	elegantly
traverses	the	rich	tapestry	of	Greek	mythology	while	providing	fresh	perspectives	on	timeless	tales.	Divided	into	eleven	meticulously	crafted	chapters,	the	book	invites	readers	journeying	through	the	intricate	lore	that	shaped	ancient	Greek	culture.	Each	chapter	serves	as	a	portal	into	a	world	of	gods,	heroes,	and	the	nuanced	interaction	between
humanity	and	the	divine.	Beginning	with	Hope	for	Humankind,	Waterfield	sets	the	stage	for	the	interplay	between	aspiration	and	despair,	a	theme	that	resonates	throughout	the	myths.	As	he	progresses	into	The	Ascent	of	the	Olympian	Gods,	readers	are	introduced	to	the	pantheon	that	governs	this	mythic	world,	each	deity	characterized	by	their
unique	strengths	and	flaws.	The	chapters	detailing	The	Age	of	Heroes	and	the	specific	locales	of	Thebes,	Mycenae,	and	Athens	delve	into	the	legendary	figures	that	embody	human	ambition	and	tragedy,	showcasing	iconic	characters	like	Heracles,	whose	exploits	blur	the	line	between	myth	and	moral	lesson.	The	narrative	culminates	in	gripping
accounts	of	the	Trojan	War	and	Odysseus	Returns,	where	themes	of	bravery,	cleverness,	and	the	cost	of	glory	come	to	the	forefront.	Concluding	with	The	End	of	Hope	Pandora,	the	book	underscores	the	complexities	of	human	existence,	leaving	readers	to	ponder	the	darker	sides	of	hope	and	despair.	Robin	Waterfields	inclusion	of	rich	visual	elements
paintings,	vases,	and	Greek	sculptures	enhances	the	readers	experience,	offering	a	rare	glimpse	into	artistic	interpretations	of	these	stories	often	overlooked	in	similar	works.	With	its	engaging	storytelling	and	unique	illustrations,	The	Greek	Myths	stands	as	an	essential	exploration	of	Greeces	mythological	heritage.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	The
Greek	Myths:	Stories	of	the	Greek	Gods	and	Heroes	Vividly	Retold	by	Robin	Waterfield	Appreciating	the	world	of	Greek	mythology	with	Elizabeth	Spatharis	meticulously	researched	masterpiece	is	perfect	for	both	enthusiasts	and	newcomers	alike.	The	impressive	Greek	Mythology	book	she	has	created	is	not	just	a	compilation	of	ancient	tales;	its	a
vibrant	journey	that	brings	to	life	the	rich	tapestry	of	gods,	heroes,	and	legendary	creatures	that	have	shaped	Western	culture	for	centuries.	Spathari,	an	esteemed	archaeologist,	expertly	weaves	historical	context	and	archaeological	insights	throughout	the	narrative,	ensuring	that	each	story	resonates	with	authenticity	and	depth.	What	makes	this
book	truly	stand	out	are	the	stunning	visuals	scattered	throughout	its	pages.	Readers	are	treated	to	breathtaking	photographs,	detailed	maps	that	chart	the	territories	of	mythological	legends,	and	intricate	family	trees	that	illuminate	the	complex	relationships	among	the	pantheon	of	deities	and	heroes.	This	visual	feast	invites	readers	to	immerse
themselves	fully	in	the	world	of	Olympus	and	beyond,	making	it	easy	to	lose	track	of	time	as	you	explore	ancient	mysteries.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	mythology	aficionado	or	simply	curious	about	these	timeless	tales,	Spatharis	engaging	prose	illuminates	a	new	curiosity	into	the	Olympian	gods	like	Zeus	and	many	others	players	in	the	world	of	Greek
mythology.	Greek	Mythology	isnt	just	another	typical	Greek	mythology	book;	its	a	fantastic	invitation	to	rediscover	the	stories	that	have	inspired	countless	generations.	Dont	miss	the	chance	to	own	this	essential	addition	for	your	collection	unlock	the	secrets	of	Greek	mythology	and	Gods	today!	Where	to	Buy:	Locating	Greek	Mythology	by	Elizabeth
Spathari	may	require	some	extra	effort	as	it	is	not	widely	available.	Consider	exploring	online	retailers	like	eBay	that	focus	on	niche	titles	to	enhance	your	chances	of	finding	this	book.	Thomas	Bulfinch	was	a	19th-century	American	writer	whose	passion	for	myth	and	folklore	culminated	in	his	seminal	work,	The	Golden	Age	of	Myth	&	Legend.	This
collection	is	a	great	retelling	of	ancient	narratives	and	a	portal	into	the	timeless	realms	of	Greek,	Roman,	and	Norse	myths.	Bulfinchs	prose	is	easy	going	and	accessible,	making	complex	stories	inviting	for	readers	of	all	ages.	Within	its	pages,	youll	encounter	illustrious	tales	such	as	the	adventures	of	Hercules,	the	tragic	love	of	Orpheus	and	Eurydice,
and	Northern	Mythology.	Bulfinch	seamlessly	harmonizes	these	narratives,	highlighting	the	interplay	of	fate,	morality,	and	the	human	experience.	Each	story	is	an	invitation	to	reflect	on	the	enduring	themes	that	resonate	throughout	human	history.	As	you	delve	into	The	Golden	Age	of	Myth	&	Legend,	youll	appreciate	Bulfinchs	storytelling,	which
brings	to	life	the	profound	beauty	and	chaos	of	mythology.	Its	s	a	bridge	connecting	contemporary	readers	to	the	ancient	wisdom	and	charm	of	world	myths	an	enchanting	journey	well	worth	embarking	upon.	Check	Availability	&	Pricing:	The	Golden	Age	of	Myth	&	Legend	by	Thomas	Bulfinch	In	conclusion,	exploring	the	world	of	Greek	mythology	and
Gods	by	reading	these	ten	carefully	selected	books	is	a	journey	worth	embarking	on.	Each	title	offers	its	unique	perspective	and	insight	into	the	timeless	tales	that	have	shaped	our	understanding	of	the	human	experience.	Gods	and	Heroes	in	Greek	Mythology	by	Bonechi	captures	the	essence	of	heroic	endeavors	and	divine	interactions,	while	The
Complete	World	of	Greek	Mythology	by	Richard	Buxton	provides	an	illuminating	overview	of	the	myths	that	have	influenced	countless	stories	across	cultures.	For	a	fun	fresh	take	on	these	age-old	narratives,	consider	diving	into	MYTHOLOGY	by	Lady	Hestia	Evans	or	the	engaging	DK:	Myths	&	Legends	Explained,	both	of	which	make	the	material
accessible	and	enjoyable	for	readers	of	all	ages.	MYTHOLOGY	by	Edith	Hamilton	remains	a	cornerstone	in	the	field,	beautifully	weaving	together	the	intricate	tapestry	of	Greek	myths	that	continue	to	resonate	today.	The	Ultimate	Encyclopedia	of	Mythology	and	Greek	Mythology	by	Sofia	Souli	offer	comprehensive	insights,	ideal	for	readers	seeking	a
more	in-depth	understanding.	Robin	Waterfields	The	Greek	Myths	also	provides	not	only	storytelling	richness	but	critical	interpretations	that	encourage	reflection.	Elizabeth	Spatharis	Greek	Mythology	brings	an	archaeological	perspective	that	deepens	our	connection	to	these	ancient	tales,	while	The	Golden	Age	of	Myth	&	Legend	by	Thomas	Bulfinch
combines	clarity	and	elegance	in	retelling	these	timeless	stories.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	mythology	aficionado	or	a	curious	newcomer,	these	10	best	books	about	Greek	Gods	and	mythology	promise	to	ignite	your	imagination	and	enhance	your	appreciation	of	Greek	mythologys	significance.	Allow	yourself	to	be	transported	into	a	realm	where	gods,
heroes,	and	legends	come	alive,	inviting	you	to	learn	and	reflect	on	the	enduring	power	of	these	narratives.	Explore	these	fabulous	texts	and	uncover	the	magic	that	has	enchanted	readers	for	centuries!	As	a	parting	thought,	can	we	take	a	moment	to	appreciate	how	absolutely	magnificent	those	Atlas	Titan	bookends	are?	I	bought	them	for	a	birthday
present,	but	lets	be	real	I	was	this	close	to	claiming	them	for	my	own	bookshelf!	You	know	that	moment	when	you	wrap	a	gift	and	think,	Wait,	why	am	I	not	keeping	this?	Well,	I	did	the	responsible	thing	and	resisted	the	urge	to	start	a	highly	questionable	hoarding	situation.	Before	I	wrapped	them	up	to	bring	to	Kostas	50th	birthday	party	one	of	the
guys	in	my	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	Movie	Myth	Tribute	I	couldnt	help	but	snap	a	few	pictures	of	those	glorious	Titans.	I	mean,	they	practically	screamed,	Hey,	look	at	me,	I	belong	in	a	post	about	the	best	books	on	Greek	mythology	and	the	Gods!	Who	knew	bookends	could	be	so	photogenic?	Next	thing	you	know,	theyll	be	launching	their	own
Instagram	account!	Pin	it	Share	it	`	Skip	to	main	content	In	these	20	must-read	Greek	mythology	books,	classic	Greek	myths	are	reimagined	and	retold	by	the	likes	of	Margaret	Atwood,	Madeline	Miller,	Stephen	Fry,	Ali	Smith,	Colm	Tibn	and	more.	From	Achilles	and	Odysseus	to	Penelope,	Helen	and	Paris,	these	are	the	stories	of	gods,	goddesses,	and
mortals	as	you've	never	heard	them	before.	My	first	bookish	memories	are	of	holing	up	in	my	closet	(my	favorite	reading	spot)	and	reading	my	illustrated	ancient	Greek	mythologies	for	hours.	My	fascination	with	the	soap	operaworthy	cast	of	goddesses	and	gods,	heart-breaking	tragedies,	and	fantastical	shifts	from	human	to	beast	and	back	again	has
only	grown	stronger	over	the	years.	Greek	mythology	books	(retellings,	translations,	and	commentary)	continue	to	be	some	of	my	favorite	reads.	If	youre	still	fascinated	with	Greek	mythology	books,	or	looking	for	Percy	Jackson	orCirceread-alikes,	youll	find	the	best	of	them	here	for	adults,	teens,	and	kids	alike.Books	are	broken	down	by	category:
translations	of	the	classics,	fictional	retellings,	nonfiction	commentary,	as	well	as	books	for	teens,	middle	graders,	and	kids.	Ive	also	only	included	one	book	per	author	to	increase	our	scope	here.	All	book	descriptions	come	from	Amazon.	One	quick	note	before	we	jump	into	it:	For	an	ancient	culture	that	was	queer	AF	and	existing	at	a	crossroads
between	multiple,	diverse	cultures,	todays	conversations	around	Greek	mythology	are	real	white-washed.	Frankly,	theyre	much	less	diverse	than	the	cultures	and	heroes	well	be	reading	about.	Its	getting	better	overall,	but	Id	love	to	see	more	diverse	voices	being	published	today,	both	in	the	commentary	and	retellings	of	these	myths.	When	it	comes	to
Greek	mythology,	you	can	go	back	to	the	source.kinda.	Each	new	translator	from	the	original	Greek	adds	their	own	spin	on	the	stories,	highlighting	certain	sections	and	altering	the	words	in	profound	ways.	However,	as	a	mythology	rooted	in	oral	traditions	with	its	always-shifting	truth,	this	seems	right.	Heres	some	of	my	favorite	translations	and
collections	of	Greek	mythology.	There	are	Heroes	and	then	there	are	Greek	Heroes.	Few	mere	mortals	have	ever	embarked	on	such	bold	and	heart-stirring	adventures,	overcome	myriad	monstrous	perils,	or	outwitted	scheming	vengeful	gods,	quite	as	stylishly	and	triumphantly	as	Greek	heroes.	Filled	with	white-knuckle	chases	and	battles,	impossible
puzzles	and	riddles,	acts	of	base	cowardice	and	real	bravery,	not	to	mention	murders	and	selfless	sacrifices,	Heroes	is	the	story	of	what	we	mortals	are	truly	capable	of	at	our	worst	and	our	very	best.These	are	the	greatest	stories	ever	told	the	labours	of	Hercules,	the	voyage	of	the	Argonauts,	Theseus	and	the	minotaur,	Midas	and	his	golden	touch,	the
Trojan	War	and	Odysseuss	journey	home	brought	together	into	one	epic	and	unforgettable	story.	Ideal	for	the	first	time	reader,	it	can	be	read	as	a	single	page-turning	narrative,	while	full	commentaries	as	well	as	a	comprehensive	index	of	names	make	it	equally	valuable	for	anyone	seeking	an	authoritative	and	detailed	account	of	the	spectacular
stories	that	make	up	the	bedrock	of	Western	literature.	The	Greek	Myths	is	a	classic	among	classics,	a	treasure	trove	of	extraordinary	tales	and	a	masterful	work	of	literature	in	its	own	right.	A	landmark	anthology	of	the	masterpieces	of	Greek	drama,	featuring	all-new,	highly	accessible	translations	of	some	of	the	worlds	most	beloved	plays,	including
Agamemnon,	Prometheus	Bound,	Bacchae,	Electra,	Medea,	Antigone,	and	Oedipus	the	King,	featuring	translations	by	Emily	Wilson,	Frank	Nisetich,	Sarah	Ruden,	Rachel	Kitzinger,	Mary	Lefkowitz,	and	James	Romm.	The	great	plays	of	Ancient	Greece	are	among	the	most	enduring	and	important	legacies	of	the	Western	world.	Not	only	is	the	influence
of	Greek	drama	palpable	in	everything	from	Shakespeare	to	modern	television,	the	insights	contained	in	Greek	tragedy	have	shaped	our	perceptions	of	the	nature	of	human	life.	Poets,	philosophers,	and	politicians	have	long	borrowed	and	adapted	the	ideas	and	language	of	Greek	drama	to	help	them	make	sense	of	their	own	times.	Composed	around
730	B.C.,	Homers	Iliad	recounts	the	events	of	a	few	momentous	weeks	in	the	protracted	ten-year	war	between	the	invading	Achaeans,	or	Greeks,	and	the	Trojans	in	their	besieged	city	of	Ilion.	From	the	explosive	confrontation	between	Achilles,	the	greatest	warrior	at	Troy,	and	Agamemnon,	the	inept	leader	of	the	Greeks,	through	to	its	tragic
conclusion,	The	Iliad	explores	the	abiding,	blighting	facts	of	war.	Soldier	and	civilian,	victor	and	vanquished,	hero	and	coward,	men,	women,	young,	oldThe	Iliad	evokes	in	poignant,	searing	detail	the	fate	of	every	life	ravaged	by	the	Trojan	War.	And,	as	told	by	Homer,	this	ancient	tale	of	a	particular	Bronze	Age	conflict	becomes	a	sublime	and
sweeping	evocation	of	the	destruction	of	war	throughout	the	ages.	Carved	close	to	the	original	Greek,	acclaimed	classicist	Caroline	Alexanders	new	translation	is	swift	and	lean,	with	the	driving	cadence	of	its	sourcea	translation	epic	in	scale	and	yet	devastating	in	its	precision	and	power.	The	only	work	of	its	kind	to	survive	from	classical	antiquity,	the
Library	of	Apollodorus	is	a	unique	guide	to	Greek	mythology,	from	the	origins	of	the	universe	to	the	Trojan	War.	Apollodorus	Library	has	been	used	as	a	source	book	by	classicists	from	the	time	of	its	compilation	in	the	1st-2nd	century	BC	to	the	present,	influencing	writers	from	antiquity	to	Robert	Graves.	It	provides	a	complete	history	of	Greek	myth,
telling	the	story	of	each	of	the	great	families	of	heroic	mythology,	and	the	various	adventures	associated	with	the	main	heroes	and	heroines,	from	Jason	and	Perseus	to	Heracles	and	Helen	of	Troy.	As	a	primary	source	for	Greek	myth,	as	a	reference	work,	and	as	an	indication	of	how	the	Greeks	themselves	viewed	their	mythical	traditions,	the	Library	is
indispensable	to	anyone	who	has	an	interest	in	classical	mythology.	Ovids	epic	poemwhose	theme	of	change	has	resonated	throughout	the	agesis	one	of	the	most	important	texts	of	Western	imagination,	an	inspiration	from	Dantes	times	to	the	present	day,	when	writers	such	as	Salman	Rushdie	and	Italo	Calvino	have	found	a	living	source	in	Ovids
work.	Charles	Martin	combines	a	close	fidelity	to	Ovids	text	with	verse	that	catches	the	speed	and	liveliness	of	the	original.	Martins	Metamorphoses	will	be	the	translation	of	choice	for	contemporary	readers	in	English.	This	volume	also	includes	endnotes	and	a	glossary	of	people,	places,	and	personifications.	Edith	Hamiltons	mythology	succeeds	like
no	other	book	in	bringing	to	life	for	the	modern	reader	the	Greek,	Roman	and	Norse	myths	that	are	the	keystone	of	Western	culture-the	stories	of	gods	and	heroes	that	have	inspired	human	creativity	from	antiquity	to	the	present.	We	follow	the	drama	of	the	Trojan	War	and	the	wanderings	of	Odysseus.	We	hear	the	tales	of	Jason	and	the	Golden
Fleece,	Cupid	and	Psyche,	and	mighty	King	Midas.	We	discover	the	origins	of	the	names	of	the	constellations.	And	we	recognize	reference	points	for	countless	works	for	art,	literature	and	culture	inquiryfrom	Freuds	Oedipus	complex	to	Wagners	Ring	Cycle	of	operas	to	Eugene	ONeills	Mourning	Becomes	Electra.This	fresh,	authoritative	translation
captures	the	beauty	of	this	ancient	poem	as	well	as	the	drama	of	its	narrative.	Its	characters	are	unforgettable,	none	more	so	than	the	complicated	hero	himself,	a	man	of	many	disguises,	many	tricks,	and	many	moods,	who	emerges	in	this	version	as	a	more	fully	rounded	human	being	than	ever	before.	Written	in	iambic	pentameter	verse	and	a	vivid,
contemporary	idiom,	Emily	Wilsons	Odyssey	sings	with	a	voice	that	echoes	Homers	music;	matching	the	number	of	lines	in	the	Greek	original,	the	poem	sails	along	at	Homers	swift,	smooth	pace.	A	fascinating,	informative	introduction	explores	the	Bronze	Age	milieu	that	produced	the	epic,	the	poems	major	themes,	the	controversies	about	its	origins,
and	the	unparalleled	scope	of	its	impact	and	influence.	Like	all	Greek	myths,	these	fictionalized	retellings	contain	love	and	sex,	poetry	and	passion,	and	often	buckets	of	blood.Among	these,	youll	find	close	historical	retellings	as	well	as	texts	that	read	like	spiritual	descendants	of	the	original	myths	in	a	completely	new	setting.	In	the	middle	of	the
night,	Creusa	wakes	to	find	her	beloved	Troy	engulfed	in	flames.	Ten	seemingly	endless	years	of	brutal	conflict	between	the	Greeks	and	the	Trojans	are	over,	and	the	Greeks	are	victorious.	Over	the	next	few	hours,	the	only	life	she	has	ever	known	will	turn	to	ash.	The	devastating	consequences	of	the	fall	of	Troy	stretch	from	Mount	Olympus	to	Mount
Ida,	from	the	citadel	of	Troy	to	the	distant	Greek	islands,	and	across	oceans	and	sky	in	between.	These	are	the	stories	of	the	women	embroiled	in	that	legendary	war	and	its	terrible	aftermath,	as	well	as	the	feud	and	the	fatal	decisions	that	started	it	all.	Powerfully	told	from	an	all-female	perspective,	A	Thousand	Ships	gives	voices	to	the	women,	girls
and	goddesses	who,	for	so	long,	have	been	silent.	In	Greek	myth,	Alcestis	is	known	as	the	ideal	wife;	she	loved	her	husband	so	much	that	she	died	and	went	to	the	underworld	in	his	place.	In	this	vividly-imagined	debut,	Katharine	Beutner	gives	voice	to	the	woman	behind	the	ideal	and	reveals	the	part	of	the	story	thats	never	been	told:	What	happened
to	Alcestis	in	the	three	days	she	spent	in	the	underworld?Set	on	the	outskirts	of	Umuahia,	Nigeria	and	narrated	by	a	chi,	or	guardian	spirit,	AN	ORCHESTRA	OF	MINORITIES	tells	the	story	of	Chinonso,	a	young	poultry	farmer	whose	soul	is	ignited	when	he	sees	a	woman	attempting	to	jump	from	a	highway	bridge.	Horrified	by	her	recklessness,
Chinonso	joins	her	on	the	roadside	and	hurls	two	of	his	prized	chickens	into	the	water	below	to	express	the	severity	of	such	a	fall.	The	woman,	Ndali,	is	stopped	her	in	her	tracks.	Bonded	by	this	night	on	the	bridge,	Chinonso	and	Ndali	fall	in	love.	But	Ndali	is	from	a	wealthy	family	and	struggles	to	imagine	a	future	near	a	chicken	coop.	When	her
family	objects	to	the	union	because	he	is	uneducated,	Chinonso	sells	most	of	his	possessions	to	attend	a	college	in	Cyprus.	But	when	he	arrives	he	discovers	there	is	no	place	at	the	school	for	him,	and	that	he	has	been	utterly	duped	by	the	young	Nigerian	who	has	made	the	arrangements..	Penniless,	homeless,	and	furious	at	a	world	which	continues	to
relegate	him	to	the	sidelines,	Chinonso	gets	further	away	from	his	dream,	from	Ndali	and	the	farm	he	called	home.	Spanning	continents,	traversing	the	earth	and	cosmic	spaces,	and	told	by	a	narrator	who	has	lived	for	hundreds	of	years,	the	novel	is	a	contemporary	twist	of	Homers	Odyssey.	Written	in	the	mythic	style	of	the	Igbo	literary	tradition,
Chigozie	Obioma	weaves	a	heart-wrenching	epic	about	destiny	and	determination.	The	award-winning	poet	reinvents	a	genre	in	a	stunning	work	that	is	both	a	novel	and	a	poem,	both	an	unconventional	re-creation	of	an	ancient	Greek	myth	and	a	wholly	original	coming-of-age	story	set	in	the	present.	Geryon,	a	young	boy	who	is	also	a	winged	red
monster,	reveals	the	volcanic	terrain	of	his	fragile,	tormented	soul	in	an	autobiography	he	begins	at	the	age	of	five.	As	he	grows	older,	Geryon	escapes	his	abusive	brother	and	affectionate	but	ineffectual	mother,	finding	solace	behind	the	lens	of	his	camera	and	in	the	arms	of	a	young	man	named	Herakles,	a	cavalier	drifter	who	leaves	him	at	the	peak
of	infatuation.	When	Herakles	reappears	years	later,	Geryon	confronts	again	the	pain	of	his	desire	and	embarks	on	a	journey	that	will	unleash	his	creative	imagination	to	its	fullest	extent.	By	turns	whimsical	and	haunting,	erudite	and	accessible,	richly	layered	and	deceptively	simple,	Autobiography	of	Red	is	a	profoundly	moving	portrait	of	an	artist
coming	to	terms	with	the	fantastic	accident	of	who	he	is.In	the	house	of	Helios,	god	of	the	sun	and	mightiest	of	the	Titans,	a	daughter	is	born.	But	Circe	is	a	strange	childnot	powerful,	like	her	father,	nor	viciously	alluring	like	her	mother.	Turning	to	the	world	of	mortals	for	companionship,	she	discovers	that	she	does	possess	powerthe	power	of
witchcraft,	which	can	transform	rivals	into	monsters	and	menace	the	gods	themselves.	Threatened,	Zeus	banishes	her	to	a	deserted	island,	where	she	hones	her	occult	craft,	tames	wild	beasts	and	crosses	paths	with	many	of	the	most	famous	figures	in	all	of	mythology,	including	the	Minotaur,	Daedalus	and	his	doomed	son	Icarus,	the	murderous
Medea,	and,	of	course,	wily	Odysseus.	But	there	is	danger,	too,	for	a	woman	who	stands	alone,	and	Circe	unwittingly	draws	the	wrath	of	both	men	and	gods,	ultimately	finding	herself	pitted	against	one	of	the	most	terrifying	and	vengeful	of	the	Olympians.	To	protect	what	she	loves	most,	Circe	must	summon	all	her	strength	and	choose,	once	and	for
all,	whether	she	belongs	with	the	gods	she	is	born	from,	or	the	mortals	she	has	come	to	love.	For	more,	read	our	earlier	interview	with	Madeline	Miller.	And	so	it	begins:	a	bet	between	the	gods	Hermes	and	Apollo	leads	them	to	grant	human	consciousness	and	language	to	a	group	of	dogs	overnighting	at	a	Toronto	veterinary	clinic.	Suddenly	capable	of
more	complex	thought,	the	pack	is	torn	between	those	who	resist	the	new	ways	of	thinking,	preferring	the	old	dog	ways,	and	those	who	embrace	the	change.	The	gods	watch	from	above	as	the	dogs	venture	into	their	newly	unfamiliar	world,	as	they	become	divided	among	themselves,	as	each	struggles	with	new	thoughts	and	feelings.	Wily	Benjy	moves
from	home	to	home,	Prince	becomes	a	poet,	and	Majnoun	forges	a	relationship	with	a	kind	couple	that	stops	even	the	Fates	in	their	tracks.	Andr	Alexiss	contemporary	take	on	the	apologue	offers	an	utterly	compelling	and	affecting	look	at	the	beauty	and	perils	of	human	consciousness.	By	turns	meditative	and	devastating,	charming	and	strange,Fifteen
Dogsshows	you	can	teach	an	old	genre	new	tricks.	For	Her	Dark	Skin	is	a	tightly	crafted	exploration	of	the	story	of	Jason	and	Medea	weaving	both	traditional	and	contemporary	fictional	and	thematic	elements	into	a	sharply	ironic	tale	of	revenge,	ambition,	passion	and	pride.	Desires	and	consequences	lead	the	all-too-human	characters	through	a
piercing	new	interpretation	of	classic	themes.	Three	thousand	years	ago	a	war	took	place	where	legends	were	born:	Achilles,	the	greatest	of	the	Greeks,	and	Hector,	prince	of	Troy.	Both	men	were	made	and	destroyed	by	the	war	that	shook	the	foundations	of	the	ancient	world.	But	what	if	there	was	more	to	the	tale	of	these	heroes	than	we	know?	How
would	the	Trojan	War	have	looked	as	seen	through	the	eyes	of	its	women?	Krisayis,	the	ambitious,	determined	daughter	of	the	High	Priest	of	Troy,	and	Briseis,	loyal	and	passionate	princess	of	Pedasus,	interweave	their	tales	alongside	Homers	classic	story	of	the	rage	of	Achilles	and	the	gods	of	Olympus.	What	follows	is	a	breathtaking	tale	of	love	and
revenge,	destiny	and	the	determination,	as	these	two	brave	women,	the	heroes	of	the	Trojan	War,	and	the	gods	themselves	come	face	to	face	in	an	epic	battle	that	will	decide	the	fate	of	Troy.Girl	meets	boy.	Its	a	story	as	old	as	time.	But	in	Whitbread	winner	Ali	Smiths	lyrical,	funny,	mash-up	of	Ovids	most	joyful	gender-bending	metamorphosis	story,
girl	meets	boy	in	so	many	more	ways	than	one.	Imogen	and	Anthea,	sisters	that	are	opposites,	work	together	at	Pure,	a	creative	agency	attempting	to	bottle	imagination,	politics,	and	nature	in	the	form	of	a	new	Scottish	bottled-water	business	with	global	aspirations.	Anthea,	somewhat	flighty	and	bored	with	the	office	environment,	becomes	enamored
of	an	interventionist	protest	artist	nicknamed	Iphisol,	whose	billboard-size	corporate	slurs	around	town	are	the	bane	of	Pures	existence.	And	when	Anthea	and	Iphisol	meet,	its	a	match	made	in	heaven.	Being	a	Greek	god	is	not	all	it	once	was.	Yes,	the	twelve	gods	of	Olympus	are	alive	and	well	in	the	twenty-first	century,	but	they	are	crammed	together
in	a	London	townhouse-and	none	too	happy	about	it.	And	theyve	had	to	get	day	jobs:	Artemis	as	a	dog-walker,	Apollo	as	a	TV	psychic,	Aphrodite	as	a	phone	sex	operator,	Dionysus	as	a	DJ.	Even	more	disturbingly,	their	powers	are	waning,	and	even	turning	mortals	into	treesa	favorite	pastime	of	Apollosis	sapping	their	vital	reserves	of	strength.	Soon,
what	begins	as	a	minor	squabble	between	Aphrodite	and	Apollo	escalates	into	an	epic	battle	of	wills.	Two	perplexed	humans,	Alice	and	Neil,	who	are	caught	in	the	crossfire,	must	fear	not	only	for	their	own	lives,	but	for	the	survival	of	humankind.	Nothing	less	than	a	true	act	of	heroism	is	needed-but	can	these	two	decidedly	ordinary	people	replicate
the	feats	of	the	mythical	heroes	and	save	the	world?	The	Trojan	War,	fought	nearly	twelve	hundred	years	before	the	birth	of	Christ,	and	recounted	in	Homers	Iliad,	continues	to	haunt	us	because	of	its	origins:	one	womans	beauty,	a	visiting	princes	passion,	and	a	love	that	ended	in	tragedy.	Laden	with	doom,	yet	surprising	in	its	moments	of	innocence
and	beauty,	Helen	of	Troy	is	an	exquisite	page-turner	with	a	cast	of	irresistible,	legendary	charactersOdysseus,	Hector,	Achilles,	Menelaus,	Priam,	Clytemnestra,	Agamemnon,	as	well	as	Helen	and	Paris	themselves.	With	a	wealth	of	material	that	reproduces	the	Age	of	Bronze	in	all	its	glory,	it	brings	to	life	a	war	that	we	have	all	learned	about	but
never	before	experienced.	Its	not	easy	being	Hades.	Constantly	guarding	his	world	against	other	meddling	and	ambitious	deities	is	stressful	work.	So	when	a	naked	goddess	falls	directly	into	his	lap,	along	with	the	news	that	he	has	to	shelter	her	for	the	indefinite	future,	he	is	less	than	thrilled.	Particularly	since	he	cant	help	but	lust	after	the	beautiful
female.	The	Underworld	isnt	the	first	place	Persephone	would	pick	for	a	vacationwho	in	their	right	mind	would	choose	a	dark	palace	over	sunshine	and	flowers?	Yet	from	Hadess	first	touch,	the	dark,	sexy	ruler	fascinates	her	and	has	her	thinking	a	fling	might	be	just	the	thing	to	while	away	her	confinement.	But	trust	each	other?	Not	a	chance.	Until
the	day	comes	that	Persephone	must	leaveand	they	realize	that	trusting	each	other	is	the	only	way	theyll	ever	meet	again.	I	have	been	acquainted	with	the	smell	of	death.	So	begins	Clytemnestras	tale	of	her	own	life	in	ancient	Mycenae,	the	legendary	Greek	city	from	which	her	husband	King	Agamemnon	left	when	he	set	sail	with	his	army	for	Troy.
Clytemnestra	rules	Mycenae	now,	along	with	her	new	lover	Aegisthus,	and	together	they	plot	the	bloody	murder	of	Agamemnon	on	the	day	of	his	return	after	nine	years	at	war.	Judged,	despised,	cursed	by	gods	she	has	long	since	lost	faith	in,	Clytemnestra	reveals	the	tragic	saga	that	led	to	these	bloody	actions:	how	her	husband	deceived	her	eldest
daughter	Iphigeneia	with	a	promise	of	marriage	to	Achilles,	only	to	sacrifice	her	because	that	is	what	he	was	told	would	make	the	winds	blow	in	his	favor	and	take	him	to	Troy;	how	she	seduced	and	collaborated	with	the	prisoner	Aegisthus,	who	shared	her	bed	in	the	dark	and	could	kill;	how	Agamemnon	came	back	with	a	lover	himself;	and	how
Clytemnestra	finally	achieved	her	vengeance	for	his	stunning	betrayalhis	quest	for	victory,	greater	than	his	love	for	his	child.	In	this	ambitious,	ingenious	narrative,	celebrated	historical	novelist	Mary	Renault	take	legendary	hero	Theseus	and	spins	his	myth	into	a	fast-paced	and	exciting	story.	Renault	starts	with	Theseus	early	years,	showing	how	the
mystery	of	his	fathers	identity	and	his	small	stature	breed	the	insecurities	that	spur	his	youthful	hijinx.	As	he	moves	on	to	Eleusis,	Athens,	and	Crete,	his	playfulness	and	fondness	for	pranks	matures	into	the	courage	to	attempt	singular	heroic	feats,	the	gallantry	and	leadership	he	was	known	for	on	the	battlefield,	and	the	bold-hearted	ingenuity	he
shows	in	navigating	the	labyrinth	and	slaying	the	Minotaur.	In	what	is	perhaps	the	most	inventive	of	all	her	novels	of	Ancient	Greece,	Renault	casts	Theseus	in	a	surprisingly	original	pose;	she	teases	the	flawed	human	out	of	the	bronze	hero,	and	draws	the	plausible	out	of	the	fantastic.	Five	thousand	years	out	of	the	labyrinth,	the	Minotaur	finds
himself	in	the	American	South,	living	in	a	trailer	park	and	working	as	a	line	cook	at	a	steakhouse.	No	longer	a	devourer	of	human	flesh,	the	Minotaur	is	a	socially	inept,	lonely	creature	with	very	human	needs.	But	over	a	two-week	period,	as	his	life	dissolves	into	chaos,	this	broken	and	alienated	immortal	awakens	to	the	possibility	for	happiness	and	to
the	capacity	for	love.	In	the	introduction	to	The	Penelopiad,	Margaret	Atwoods	retelling	of	the	Myth	of	Odysseus,	she	writes:	Ive	chosen	to	give	the	telling	of	the	story	to	Penelope	and	to	the	twelve	hanged	maids.	The	maids	form	a	chanting	and	singing	Chorus,	which	focuses	on	two	questions	that	must	pose	themselves	after	any	close	reading	of	the
Odyssey:	What	led	to	the	hanging	of	the	maids,	and	what	was	Penelope	really	up	to?	The	story	as	told	in	the	Odyssey	doesnt	hold	water:	there	are	too	many	inconsistencies.	Ive	always	been	haunted	by	the	hanged	maids	and,	in	The	Penelopiad,	so	is	Penelope	herself.	With	The	Penelopiad,	Atwood	has	written	a	fierce,	funny,	and	subversive	myth	that
challenges	the	patriarchal	nature	of	Greek	Mythology.On	the	day	of	Lias	university	graduation	party,	her	parentswealthy	art	collectors	with	friends	in	high	placesgift	her	a	beautiful	wine	cup,	a	rare	artifact	decorated	with	roses.	Its	a	stunning	gift,	and	one	that	August	Bowman,	a	friend	of	her	parents	and	a	guest	at	Lias	party,	also	has	his	eye	on.	The
cup,	August	tells	her,	is	known	as	the	Rose	Kylix,	and	its	no	ordinary	cup.	It	was	used	in	the	temple	ceremonies	of	Eros,	Greek	god	of	erotic	love,	and	has	the	power	to	bring	the	most	intimate	sexual	fantasies	to	life.	But	Lia	is	skeptical	of	Augusts	claims	of	the	cups	mythology	and	magicafter	all,	hes	a	collector	himself,	and	she	suspects	he	just	wants	to
get	his	hands	on	this	impressive	piece	of	art.	So	he	dares	her	to	try	it	for	herself,	and	when	Lia	drinks	from	the	Rose	Kylix	she	is	suddenly	immersed	in	an	erotic	myth	so	vivid	it	seems	realas	though	shes	living	out	the	most	sensual	fantasy	with	August	by	her	side	Realizing	the	true	power	of	this	ancient	and	dangerous	relic,	Lia	is	even	more	wary	of
giving	it	up,	though	August	insists	it	is	only	safe	with	him.	Hes	willing	to	pay	the	full	value	of	the	cup,	but	Lia	has	another	type	of	trade	in	mind.	One	that	finds	them	more	tangled	up	in	each	otherand	in	fantasythan	either	was	prepared	for.	A	hurricane	is	building	over	the	Gulf	of	Mexico,	threatening	the	coastal	town	of	Bois	Sauvage,	Mississippi,	and
Eschs	father	is	growing	concerned.	A	hard	drinker,	largely	absent,	he	doesnt	show	concern	for	much	else.	Esch	and	her	three	brothers	are	stocking	food,	but	there	isnt	much	to	save.	Lately,	Esch	cant	keep	down	what	food	she	gets;	shes	fourteen	and	pregnant.	Her	brother	Skeetah	is	sneaking	scraps	for	his	prized	pitbulls	new	litter,	dying	one	by	one
in	the	dirt.	Meanwhile,	brothers	Randall	and	Junior	try	to	stake	their	claim	in	a	family	long	on	childs	play	and	short	on	parenting.	As	the	twelve	days	that	make	up	the	novels	framework	yield	to	their	dramatic	conclusion,	this	unforgettable	familymotherless	children	sacrificing	for	one	another	as	they	can,	protecting	and	nurturing	where	love	is
scarcepulls	itself	up	to	face	another	day.	A	big-hearted	novel	about	familial	love	and	community	against	all	odds,	and	a	wrenching	look	at	the	lonesome,	brutal,	and	restrictive	realities	of	rural	poverty,	Salvage	the	Bones	is	muscled	with	poetry,	revelatory,	and	real.	The	ancient	city	of	Troy	has	withstood	a	decade	under	siege	of	the	powerful	Greek
army,	who	continue	to	wage	bloody	war	over	a	stolen	womanHelen.	In	the	Greek	camp,	another	woman	watches	and	waits	for	the	wars	outcome:	Briseis.	She	was	queen	of	one	of	Troys	neighboring	kingdoms,	until	Achilles,	Greeces	greatest	warrior,	sacked	her	city	and	murdered	her	husband	and	brothers.	Briseis	becomes	Achilless	concubine,	a	prize
of	battle,	and	must	adjust	quickly	in	order	to	survive	a	radically	different	life,	as	one	of	the	many	conquered	women	who	serve	the	Greek	army.	Briseis	is	just	one	among	thousands	of	women	living	behind	the	scenes	in	this	warthe	slaves	and	prostitutes,	the	nurses,	the	women	who	lay	out	the	deadall	of	them	erased	by	history.	With	breathtaking
historical	detail	and	luminous	prose,	Pat	Barker	brings	the	teeming	world	of	the	Greek	camp	to	vivid	life.	She	offers	nuanced,	complex	portraits	of	characters	and	stories	familiar	from	mythology,	which,	seen	from	Briseiss	perspective,	are	rife	with	newfound	revelations.	Barkers	latest	builds	on	her	decades-long	study	of	war	and	its	impact	on	individual
livesand	it	is	nothing	short	of	magnificent.	C.	S.	Lewisthe	great	British	writer,	scholar,	lay	theologian,	broadcaster,	Christian	apologist,	and	bestselling	author	of	Mere	Christianity,	The	Screwtape	Letters,	The	Great	Divorce,	The	Chronicles	of	Narnia,	and	many	other	beloved	classicsbrilliantly	reimagines	the	story	of	Cupid	and	Psyche.	Told	from	the
viewpoint	of	Psyches	sister,	Orual,	Till	We	Have	Faces	is	a	brilliant	examination	of	envy,	betrayal,	loss,	blame,	grief,	guilt,	and	conversion.	In	this,	his	finaland	most	mature	and	masterfulnovel,	Lewis	reminds	us	of	our	own	fallibility	and	the	role	of	a	higher	power	in	our	lives.Fifty	leading	writers	retell	myths	from	around	the	world	in	this	dazzling
follow-up	to	the	bestselling	My	Mother	She	Killed	Me,	My	Father	He	Ate	Me.	If	xo	signals	a	goodbye,	then	xo	Orpheus	is	a	goodbye	to	an	old	way	of	mythmaking.	Featuring	talkative	goats,	a	cat	lady,	a	bird	woman,	a	beer-drinking	ogre,	a	squid	who	falls	in	love	with	the	sun,	and	a	girl	who	gives	birth	to	cubs,	here	are	extravagantly	imagined,	bracingly
contemporary	stories,	heralding	a	new	beginning	for	one	of	the	worlds	oldest	literary	traditions.	The	ancient	Greeks	continue	to	captivate	us,	with	clues	that	lead	us	into	mysteries	that	have	yet	to	be	solved.	From	the	origins	of	the	Labyrinth	to	the	realities	of	the	Trojan	War	and	the	role	of	women,	these	are	some	of	the	best	nonfiction	commentaries	on
Greek	mythology.	When	famed	archaeologist	Arthur	Evans	unearthed	the	ruins	of	a	sophisticated	Bronze	Age	civilization	that	flowered	on	Crete	1,000	years	before	Greeces	Classical	Age,	he	discovered	a	cache	of	ancient	tablets,	Europes	earliest	written	records.	For	half	a	century,	the	meaning	of	the	inscriptions,	and	even	the	language	in	which	they
were	written,	would	remain	a	mystery.	Award-winning	New	York	Times	journalist	Margalit	Foxs	riveting	real-life	intellectual	detective	story	travels	from	the	Bronze	Age	Aegeanthe	era	of	Odysseus,	Agamemnon,	and	Helento	the	turn	of	the	20th	century	and	the	work	of	charismatic	English	archeologist	Arthur	Evans,	to	the	colorful	personal	stories	of
the	decipherers.	These	include	Michael	Ventris,	the	brilliant	amateur	who	deciphered	the	script	but	met	with	a	sudden,	mysterious	death	that	may	have	been	a	direct	consequence	of	the	deipherment;	and	Alice	Kober,	the	unsung	heroine	of	the	story	whose	painstaking	work	allowed	Ventris	to	crack	the	code.	The	Trojan	War	is	one	of	historys	most
famous	conflicts,	a	ten-year-long	war	waged	over	the	beautiful	Helen.	For	more	than	two	thousand	years	this	story	has	been	a	source	of	artistic	inspiration.	But	is	it	true?	In	The	Trojan	War	historian	and	classicist	Barry	Strauss	explores	the	myth	and	the	reality	behind	the	war,	from	Homers	accounts	in	The	Iliad	and	The	Odyssey	to	Heinrich
Schliemanns	discovery	of	ancient	Troy	in	the	late	nineteenth	century	to	more	recent	excavations	that	have	yielded	intriguing	clues	to	the	story	behind	the	fabled	city.	The	Trojans,	it	turns	out,	were	not	ethnic	Greeks	but	an	Anatolian	people	closely	allied	with	the	Hittite	Empire	to	the	east.	At	the	time	of	the	Trojan	War	the	Greeks	were	great	seafarers
while	Troy	was	a	more	settled	civilization.	And	while	the	cause	of	the	war	may	well	have	been	the	kidnapping	of	a	queenand,	more	significantly,	the	seizure	of	her	royal	dowrythe	underlying	cause	was	a	conflict	between	the	Trojans	and	the	Greeks	for	control	of	the	eastern	Aegean	Sea.	Written	with	the	authority	of	a	scholar	and	the	vigor	of	a
bestselling	narrative	historian,	The	War	That	Killed	Achilles	is	a	superb	and	utterly	timely	presentation	of	one	of	the	timeless	stories	of	Western	civilization.	As	she	did	in	The	Endurance	and	The	Bounty,	New	York	Times	bestselling	author	Caroline	Alexander	has	taken	apart	a	narrative	we	think	we	know	and	put	it	back	together	in	a	way	that	lets	us
see	its	true	power.	In	the	process,	she	reveals	the	intended	theme	of	Homers	masterwork-the	tragic	lessons	of	war	and	its	enduring	devastation.	Why	Homer	Matters	is	a	magical	journey	of	discovery	across	wide	stretches	of	the	past,	sewn	together	by	the	Iliad	and	the	Odyssey	and	their	metaphors	of	life	and	trouble.	Homers	poems-transmitted	orally
across	the	generations,	shaped	and	reshaped	in	a	living,	self-renewing	tradition-occupy,	as	Adam	Nicolson	writes	a	third	space	in	the	way	we	relate	to	the	past:	not	as	memory,	which	lasts	no	more	than	three	generations,	nor	as	the	objective	accounts	of	history,	but	as	epic,	invented	after	memory	but	before	history,	poetry	which	aims	to	bind	the
wounds	that	time	inflicts.	The	poems,	which	ask	the	eternal	questions	about	the	individual	and	the	community,	honor	and	service,	love	and	war,	tell	us	how	we	became	who	we	are.At	long	last,	Mary	Beard	addresses	in	one	brave	book	the	misogynists	and	trolls	who	mercilessly	attack	and	demean	women	the	world	over,	including,	very	often,	Mary
herself.	In	Women	&	Power,	she	traces	the	origins	of	this	misogyny	to	its	ancient	roots,	examining	the	pitfalls	of	gender	and	the	ways	that	history	has	mistreated	strong	women	since	time	immemorial.	As	far	back	as	Homers	Odyssey,	Beard	shows,	women	have	been	prohibited	from	leadership	roles	in	civic	life,	public	speech	being	defined	as	inherently
male.	From	Medusa	to	Philomela	(whose	tongue	was	cut	out),	from	Hillary	Clinton	to	Elizabeth	Warren	(who	was	told	to	sit	down),	Beard	draws	illuminating	parallels	between	our	cultural	assumptions	about	womens	relationship	to	powerand	how	powerful	women	provide	a	necessary	example	for	all	women	who	must	resist	being	vacuumed	into	a	male
template.	With	personal	reflections	on	her	own	online	experiences	with	sexism,	Beard	asks:	If	women	arent	perceived	to	be	within	the	structure	of	power,	isnt	it	power	itself	we	need	to	redefine?	And	how	many	more	centuries	should	we	be	expected	to	wait?	Greek	mythology	books	appeal	to	readers	of	all	ages,	with	some	stunning	retellings	written	for



young	adults.	Check	out	even	more	mythology	books	for	teens	here.	Though	she	tries	returning	to	the	life	she	knew	before	the	accident,	Pierce	cant	help	but	feel	at	once	a	part	of	this	world,	and	apart	from	it.	Yet	shes	never	alone	.	.	.	because	someone	is	always	watching	her.	Escape	from	the	realm	of	the	dead	is	impossible	when	someone	there	wants
you	back.	But	now	shes	moved	to	a	new	town.	Maybe	at	her	new	school,	she	can	start	fresh.	Maybe	she	can	stop	feeling	so	afraid.	Only	she	cant.	Because	even	here,	he	finds	her.	Thats	how	desperately	he	wants	her	back.	She	knows	hes	no	guardian	angel,	and	his	dark	world	isnt	exactly	heaven,	yet	she	cant	stay	away	.	.	.	especially	since	he	always
appears	when	she	least	expects	it,	but	exactly	when	she	needs	him	most.	But	if	she	lets	herself	fall	any	further,	she	may	just	find	herself	back	in	the	one	place	she	most	fears:	the	Underworld.	Eighteen-year-old	Tally	is	absolutely	sure	of	everything:	her	genius,	the	love	of	her	adoptive	family,	the	loyalty	of	her	best	friend,	Shane,	and	her	future	career
as	a	Nobel	prize-winning	astronomer.	Theres	no	room	in	her	tidy	world	for	heartbreak	or	uncertaintyor	the	charismatic,	troubled	mother	who	abandoned	her	soon	after	she	was	born.	But	when	a	sudden	discovery	upends	her	fiercely	ordered	world,	Tally	sets	out	on	an	unexpected	quest	to	seek	out	the	reclusive	musician	who	may	hold	the	key	to	her
pastand	instead	finds	Maddy,	an	enigmatic	and	beautiful	girl	who	will	unlock	the	door	to	her	future.	The	deeper	she	falls	in	love	with	Maddy,	the	more	Tally	begins	to	realize	that	the	universe	is	biggerand	more	complicatedthan	she	ever	imagined.	Can	Tally	face	the	truth	about	her	familyand	find	her	way	home	in	time	to	save	herself	from	its
consequences?	One	day	Persephone	is	an	ordinary	high	school	junior	working	at	her	moms	flower	shop	in	Athens,	Georgia.	The	next	shes	fighting	off	Boreas,	the	brutal	god	of	Winter,	and	learning	that	shes	a	bonafide	goddess-a	rare	daughter	of	the	now-dead	Zeus.	Her	goddess	mom	whisks	her	off	to	the	Underworld	to	hide	until	Spring.	There	she
finds	herself	under	the	protection	of	handsome	Hades,	the	god	of	the	dead,	and	shes	automatically	married	to	him.	Its	the	only	way	he	can	keep	her	safe.	Older,	wiser,	and	far	more	powerful	than	she,	Hades	isnt	interested	in	becoming	her	lover,	at	least	not	anytime	soon.	But	every	time	he	rescues	her	from	another	of	Boreas	schemes,	they	fall	in	love
a	little	more.	Will	Hades	ever	admit	his	feelings	for	her?	Can	she	escape	the	grasp	of	the	god	of	Winters	minions?	The	Underworld	is	a	very	nice	place,	but	is	it	worth	giving	up	her	life	in	the	realm	of	the	living?	Her	goddess	powers	are	developing	some	serious,	kick-butt	potential.	Shes	going	to	fight	back.	Every	girl	who	has	taken	the	test	has	died.
Now	its	Kate	Winterss	turn.	Its	always	been	just	Kate	and	her	momand	her	mother	is	dying.	Her	last	wish?	To	move	back	to	her	childhood	home.	So	Kates	going	to	start	at	a	new	school	with	no	friends,	no	other	family	and	the	fear	that	her	mother	wont	live	past	the	fall.	Then	she	meets	Henry.	Dark.	Tortured.	And	mesmerizing.	He	claims	to	be	Hades,
god	of	the	Underworldand	if	she	accepts	his	bargain,	hell	keep	her	mother	alive	while	Kate	tries	to	pass	seven	tests.	Kate	is	sure	hes	crazyuntil	she	sees	him	bring	a	girl	back	from	the	dead.	Now	saving	her	mother	seems	crazily	possible.	If	she	succeeds,	shell	become	Henrys	future	bride,	and	a	goddess.	But	if	she	doesnt	Seventeen-year-old	Penelope
(Pen)	has	lost	everythingher	home,	her	parents,	and	her	ten-year-old	brother.	Like	a	female	Odysseus	in	search	of	home,	she	navigates	a	dark	world	full	of	strange	creatures,	gathers	companions	and	loses	them,	finds	love	and	loses	it,	and	faces	her	mortal	enemy.	In	her	signature	style,	Francesca	Lia	Block	has	created	a	world	that	is	beautiful	in	its
destruction	and	as	frightening	as	it	is	lovely.	At	the	helm	of	Love	in	the	Time	of	Global	Warming	is	Pen,	a	strong	heroine	who	holds	hope	and	love	in	her	hands	and	refuses	to	be	defeated.Abandoned	by	a	single	mother	she	never	knew,	16-year-old	Rayaobsessed	with	ancient	mythslives	with	her	grandmother	in	a	small	conservative	Texas	town.	For
years	Raya	has	been	forced	to	hide	her	feelings	for	her	best	friend	and	true	love,	Sarah.	When	the	two	are	outed,	they	are	sent	to	Friendly	Saviors:	a	re-education	camp	meant	to	fix	them	and	make	them	heterosexual.	Upon	arrival,	Raya	vows	to	assume	the	mythic	role	of	Orpheus	to	escape	Friendly	Saviors,	and	to	return	to	the	world	of	the	living	with
her	loveonly	becoming	more	determined	after	she,	Sarah,	and	Friendly	Saviors	other	teen	residents	are	subjected	to	abusive	treatments	by	the	staff.	In	a	haunting	voice	reminiscent	of	Sylvia	Plath,	with	the	contemporary	lyricism	of	David	Levithan,	Brynne	Rebele-Henry	weaves	a	powerful	inversion	of	the	Orpheus	myth	informed	by	the	real-world
truths	of	conversion	therapy.	Orpheus	Girl	is	a	mythic	story	of	dysfunctional	families,	trauma,	first	love,	heartbreak,	and	ultimately,	the	fierce	adolescent	resilience	that	has	the	power	to	triumph	over	darkness	and	ignorance.	Zephyr	Mourning	has	never	been	very	good	at	being	a	Harpy.	Shed	rather	watch	reality	TV	than	learn	forty-seven	ways	to	kill	a
man,	and	she	pretty	much	sucks	at	wielding	magic.	Zephyr	was	ready	for	a	future	pretending	to	be	a	normal	human	instead	of	a	half-god	assassin.	But	all	that	changed	when	her	sister	was	murderedand	Zephyr	used	a	forbidden	dark	power	to	save	herself	from	the	same	fate.	On	the	run	from	a	punishment	worse	than	death,	an	unexpected	reunion	with
a	childhood	friend	upends	Zephyrs	worldand	not	only	because	her	old	friend	has	grown	surprisingly,	extremely	hot.	It	seems	that	Zephyr	might	just	be	the	Nyx,	a	dark	goddess	that	is	prophesied	to	shift	the	power	balance:	for	hundreds	of	years	the	half-gods	have	lived	in	fear,	and	Zephyr	is	supposed	to	change	that.	But	how	is	she	supposed	to	save
everyone	else	when	she	can	barely	take	care	of	herself?	Helen	Hamilton	has	spent	her	entire	sixteen	years	trying	to	hide	how	different	she	is	no	easy	task	on	an	island	as	small	and	sheltered	as	Nantucket.	And	its	getting	harder.	Nightmares	of	a	desperate	desert	journey	have	Helen	waking	parched,	only	to	find	her	sheets	damaged	by	dirt	and	dust.	At
school	shes	haunted	by	hallucinations	of	three	women	weeping	tears	of	blood	and	when	Helen	first	crosses	paths	with	Lucas	Delos,	she	has	no	way	of	knowing	theyre	destined	to	play	the	leading	roles	in	a	tragedy	the	Fates	insist	on	repeating	throughout	history.	As	Helen	unlocks	the	secrets	of	her	ancestry,	she	realizes	that	some	myths	are	more	than
just	legend.	But	even	demigod	powers	might	not	be	enough	to	defy	the	forces	that	are	both	drawing	her	and	Lucas	together	and	trying	to	tear	them	apart.	Many	of	us	began	reading	Greek	myths	as	children,	captivated	by	Pegasus,	the	trials	of	Hercules,	and	the	never-ending	bickering	of	the	gods.	What	follows	are	some	of	the	best	options	for	toddlers
to	middle	schoolers.	(And	because	his	series	istheentrance	for	most	into	the	world	of	Greek	myths,	check	out	even	more	of	our	reading	recommendations	like	Rick	RiordansPercy	Jacksonseries	here.	Theres	also	some	great	suggestions	in	this	list	of	kidsfairy	tale	retellings.)	In	Athena	the	Brain,	Athena	always	knew	she	was	smart	and	special,	but	she
didnt	realize	that	she	was	a	goddess!	When	shes	whisked	away	to	Mount	Olympus	Academy,	she	worries	about	fitting	in	and	dealing	with	her	dad	(Zeus).	Luckily,	she	meets	the	Goddess	Girls	and	finds	the	best	friends	shes	ever	had.	Here	are	the	immortals	of	Olympusthe	gods	and	goddesses	of	ancient	Greeceas	freshly	described	as	if	they	were	alive
today.	Mighty	Zeus	with	his	fistful	of	thunderbolts;	mischievous	little	Hermes;	grey-eyed	Athena,	godess	of	wisdom;	Asclepius,	the	first	physician;	Orpheus	and	his	beloved	Euridice;	Helios	the	sun,	crossing	the	heavens	in	his	fiery	chariot.	.	.	these	and	other	equally	fabulous	figures	are	featured	here	with	their	heroic	deeds	and	petty	squabbles
illuminated	in	full	dimension.Goddesses	from	our	past	are	celebrated	in	this	lushly	illustrated	book	by	Ann	Shen,	the	author	and	artist	who	created	Bad	Girls	Throughout	History.	Ann	is	an	illustrator,	letterer,	and	author	based	in	Los	Angeles	who	has	created	artwork	for	a	number	of	publications,	campaigns,	products,	and	galleries.	Percy	Jackson	is	a
good	kid,	but	he	cant	seem	to	focus	on	his	schoolwork	or	control	his	temper.	And	lately,	being	away	at	boarding	school	is	only	getting	worse-Percy	could	have	sworn	his	pre-algebra	teacher	turned	into	a	monster	and	tried	to	kill	him.	When	Percys	mom	finds	out,	she	knows	its	time	that	he	knew	the	truth	about	where	he	came	from,	and	that	he	go	to
the	one	place	hell	be	safe.	She	sends	Percy	to	Camp	Half	Blood,	a	summer	camp	for	demigods	(on	Long	Island),	where	he	learns	that	the	father	he	never	knew	is	Poseidon,	God	of	the	Sea.	Soon	a	mystery	unfolds	and	together	with	his	friends	one	a	satyr	and	the	other	the	demigod	daughter	of	Athena	Percy	sets	out	on	a	quest	across	the	United	States
to	reach	the	gates	of	the	Underworld	(located	in	a	recording	studio	in	Hollywood)	and	prevent	a	catastrophic	war	between	the	gods.Midas	wants	everything	to	be	his	favorite	coloryellow!	He	chooses	yellow	clothes,	eats	yellow	foods,	and	uses	only	the	yellow	paint	at	his	easel.	But	when	he	impulsively	paints	his	beloved	green	Dinoboo,	Midas	discovers
that	too	much	of	a	good	thing	is	a	big	mess!	Joan	Holubs	carefully	crafted	text	is	brought	to	life	by	Leslie	Patricellis	famously	humorous	illustrations.	Includes	a	summary	of	the	original	Midass	Wish	myth	at	the	end.	Condemned	by	a	jealous	king,	Bellerophon	must	win	the	trust	of	the	legendary	winged	horse	Pegasus	or	face	certain	death.	From	the
poignant	meeting	the	growing	bond	of	friendship	between	horse	and	man	to	the	dramatic	slaying	of	the	fearsome	fire-breathing	Chimera,	this	is	an	unforgettable	adventure	that	will	stir	the	imagination	of	young	and	old	alike.	Featuring	glorious	paintings	that	readers	will	want	to	savor	again	and	again,	here	is	a	magnificent	edition	of	a	timeless	Greek
classic.	The	newNational	Geographic	Treasury	of	Greek	Mythologyoffers	timeless	stories	of	Greek	myths	in	a	beautiful	new	volume.	Brought	to	life	with	lyrical	text	by	award-winning	author	Donna	Jo	Napoli	and	stunning	artwork	by	award-winning	illustrator	Christina	Balit,	the	tales	of	gods	and	goddesses	such	as	Zeus,	Aphrodite,	Apollo,	and	Athena
and	heroes	and	monsters	such	as	Helen	of	Troy,	Perseus,	and	Medusa	will	fascinate	and	engage	childrens	imaginations.	From	acclaimed	illustrator	and	author	G.	Brian	Karas	comes	a	witty	tale	about	navigating	family	and	finding	ones	voice-based	on	Greek	mythology!	This	is	the	story	of	how	young	Zeus,	with	a	little	help	from	six	monsters,	five	Greek
gods,	an	enchanted	she-goat,	and	his	mother,	became	god	of	gods,	master	of	lightning	and	thunder,	and	ruler	over	all.	in	doing	so,	he	learned	a	lot	about	family.	Who	knew	that	having	relatives	could	be	so	complicated,	even	for	a	god?	Want	even	more	ancient	mythology	retellings	and	stories?	Find	suggestions	in	these	posts:	Greek	mythology	is	one	of
the	most	captivating	and	influential	collections	of	stories	ever	to	emerge	from	human	history.	Its	where	immortal	deities	and	daring	heroes	take	center	stage,	creating	tales	that	have	traveled	from	ancient	campfires	to	our	modern-day	bookshelves.	For	those	who	are	new	to	these	myths	or	those	longing	to	revisit	the	adventures	of	characters	like
Odysseus,	Athena,	and	Persephone,	the	quest	for	the	Best	Greek	Mythology	Books	can	lead	you	through	an	exciting	labyrinth	of	tales	and	triumphs.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Young	Adult,	Mythology,	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology	Diagnosed	with	dyslexia	and	ADHD,	Percys	life	has	been	a	rollercoaster	of	unexplainable	events	and	school	expulsions.
But	his	life	takes	a	fantastic	turn	when	he	discovers	hes	no	ordinary	boyhes	the	son	of	a	Greek	god,	which	makes	him	a	demigod.	This	revelation	thrusts	Percy	into	a	world	filled	with	surprises.	At	Camp	Half-Blood,	a	haven	for	demigods,	he	meets	other	demigods,	and	together,	they	embark	on	a	quest	to	prevent	catastrophic	war	and	events.	The	story
adapts	Greek	mythology	to	a	contemporary	setting,	making	it	educational	and	entertaining.	Percys	struggles	with	his	identity	and	challenges	as	a	demigod	resonate	with	the	trials	every	reader	faces	in	their	journey	of	self-discovery.	The	book	cleverly	addresses	family,	friendship,	and	loyalty	themes,	making	it	a	relevant	and	empowering	read	for
readers.	Humans	see	what	they	want	to	see.	The	story	explores	complex	family	relationships,	especially	between	Percy	and	his	parents.	The	novel	emphasizes	the	importance	of	friends	and	teamwork	as	Percy	embarks	on	his	journey	with	close	companions.	Percy	Jacksons	character	is	known	for	his	sharp	wit	and	humor,	adding	light-hearted	and
enjoyable	elements	to	the	story.	People	with	strong	religious	beliefs	could	disagree	with	how	the	series	shows	gods	and	myths.	The	series	makes	mythological	villains	more	likable,	which	might	bother	fans	of	the	original	myths.	It	takes	a	humorous	approach	sometimes,	possibly	weakening	the	seriousness	of	some	scenes	for	certain	readers.	Buy	on
Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Historical	Fiction,	Romance,	Mythology,	LGBT	The	Song	of	Achilles	is	a	retelling	of	the	Trojan	War,	seen	through	the	eyes	of	Patroclus,	a	young	Greek	prince.	Patroclus,	deemed	mediocre	by	his	father,	finds	his	life	tangled	with	Achilles,	the	son	of	a	sea	nymph	and	a	king.	Their	bond	deepens	against	the	backdrop	of	the
impending	Trojan	War,	with	a	prophecy	looming	over	Achilles	heroic	destiny	and	tragic	fate.	The	novel	beautifully	explores	themes	of	love,	destiny,	and	the	human	condition,	resonating	deeply	with	readers.	What	sets	this	book	apart	is	its	focus	on	the	often-overlooked	character	of	Patroclus	and	its	exploration	of	the	Achilles-Patroclus	relationship	as	a
deeply	intimate	and	romantic	one.	This	reinterpretation	offers	a	fresh	and	emotionally	rich	perspective	on	a	well-known	legend,	making	it	a	must-read	for	those	interested	in	Greek	mythology	and	epic	tales	of	love	and	war.	He	smiled,	and	his	face	was	like	the	sun.	The	books	poetic	language	vividly	paints	the	Greek	myths.	The	novel	carries	readers	into
a	realm	of	gods	and	epic	heroes	with	its	vivid	details.	Though	set	in	olden	times,	the	novels	focus	on	identity,	honor,	and	human	experiences	speaks	to	todays	readers.	Some	readers	may	view	the	characters	bond	as	too	clingy,	which	can	dominate	the	story.	The	intense	focus	on	Achilles	and	Patrocluss	love	affair	in	the	novel	might	overshadow	other
parts.	Millers	Patroclus	differs	from	The	Iliad,	with	less	emphasis	on	fighting	skill,	which	might	let	down	fans	of	the	classic.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Fiction,	Historical,	Greek	Mythology,	Retellings	Traditionally	portrayed	as	a	villainous	figure,	Circe	is	portrayed	here	as	a	complex	and	sympathetic	character.	This	novel	is	a	story	about	finding
ones	identity,	challenging	societal	norms,	and	the	enduring	power	of	love	and	motherhood.	Born	into	a	powerful	but	unloving	family	as	the	daughter	of	the	sun	god	Helios	and	a	nymph,	Circe	is	scorned	and	isolated	due	to	her	lack	of	apparent	divine	qualities.	Her	journey	begins	in	earnest	when	she	falls	in	love	with	a	mortal	fisherman,	Glaucos.	Circe
is	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	Greek	mythology	and	those	who	enjoy	stories	of	growth	and	empowerment.	Its	a	unique	blend	of	myth	and	reality,	making	the	ancient	world	accessible	and	relevant	to	todays	readers.	He	showed	me	his	scars,	and	in	return	he	let	me	pretend	that	I	had	none.	Millers	poetic	style	paints	an	immersive,	mythical
Greek	world.	The	novel	tracks	Circes	progress,	showing	her	flaws	and	power	and	making	her	a	believable	main	character.	Circe	examines	power	and	ethics	among	gods,	Titans,	and	humans,	providing	deep	reflections	on	these	ideas.	The	many	mythological	characters	might	confuse	those	new	to	Greek	myths.	The	books	old-fashioned	language	might
make	it	tough	for	some	to	follow	the	story.	The	novels	long	and	complex	themes	may	overwhelm	rather	than	entertain	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Fiction,	Poetry,	Mythology,	Fantasy,	School	Literature	This	epic	poetry	narrates	the	journey	of	Odysseus,	the	king	of	Ithaca,	as	he	strives	to	return	home	after	the	Trojan	War.	Despite
the	ten-year	war,	his	journey	home	takes	another	decade,	filled	with	various	challenges	that	test	his	cunning	and	endurance.	During	his	absence,	Odysseus	is	presumed	dead,	and	back	in	Ithaca,	his	wife	Penelope	and	son	Telemachus	struggle	against	a	group	of	unruly	suitors	vying	for	Penelopes	hand	in	marriage.	The	action	of	the	poem,	although
spanning	over	twenty	years,	focuses	primarily	on	the	final	six	weeks	of	Odysseuss	journey.	His	adventures	bring	him	face-to-face	with	mythical	creatures	and	divine	entities.	What	sets	The	Odyssey	apart	is	how	it	tackles	themes	like	loyalty,	perseverance,	and	the	complexities	of	human	nature.	It	delves	into	the	idea	of	homecoming,	the	concept	of
guest-friendship,	and	the	pivotal	role	of	omens	and	the	gods	in	the	lives	of	mortals.	A	man	who	has	been	through	bitter	experiences	and	travelled	far	enjoys	even	his	sufferings	after	a	time.	The	story	digs	into	deep	themes	like	devotion,	grit,	and	fairness,	enriching	the	thrilling	plot.	The	Odyssey	presents	the	gods	as	complex,	showing	ancient	Greek
perspectives	on	the	divine	and	human	worlds.	It	raises	thoughts	on	destiny	against	choice,	divine	influence	on	people,	and	moral	values,	adding	philosophical	richness.	Some	may	find	the	epics	violent	moments	unsettling.	The	storys	strong	male-dominated	and	sexist	setting	may	trouble	readers	concerned	with	gender	equality.	The	idea	that	gods
decide	human	destiny	in	the	story	may	clash	with	contemporary	beliefs	in	personal	freedom.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Graphic	Novels,	Fantasy,	Romance,	Mythology,	Comics,	Retellings,	Fiction	Lore	Olympus	begins	at	the	Panathenaea	party	in	Olympus,	where	Hades,	feeling	lonely	as	the	only	unmarried	one	among	his	brothers,	encounters	Persephone
and	immediately	catches	his	attention.	The	setting	blends	the	ancient	and	the	contemporary,	with	characters	using	mobile	phones	and	driving	fast	cars.	The	story	navigates	themes	of	love,	consent,	and	relationships	with	a	depth	that	resonates	with	a	modern	audience.	Whether	youre	a	fan	of	Greek	mythology	or	just	looking	for	a	beautifully	illustrated
and	well-told	story,	Lore	Olympus	offers	a	captivating	experience.	Its	portrayal	of	divine	characters	with	human	emotions	and	problems	makes	it	relatable	and	engaging.	Hades,	all	the	fine	suits	in	the	world	wont	change	the	fact	that	you	stink	of	death.	The	story	presents	deep,	flawed	gods	and	goddesses,	enriching	the	tale.	It	places	the	Greek	gods	in
todays	world,	using	cars,	phones,	and	modern	talk	to	make	them	relatable.	The	novel	reworks	the	classic	Hades	and	Persephone	story	with	a	modern	twist,	mixing	old	myths	with	present-day	details.	Mixing	modern	speech	and	actions	with	Greek	myth	may	seem	off	or	fake	to	some.	The	story	changes	the	original	Persephone	and	Hades	myth,	and
those	who	like	traditional	Greek	tales	may	not	enjoy	these	updates.	The	comic	covers	issues	like	sexual	assault,	bad	relationships,	and	gaslighting,	which,	despite	careful	treatment,	could	upset	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Young	Adult,	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Adventure	This	book	retells	Greek	mythology	from	the	perspective	of
Percy	Jackson,	the	beloved	demigod	son	of	Poseidon.	It	offers	a	fresh	and	humorous	twist	on	the	classic	myths,	making	it	an	excellent	choice	for	young	readers	and	fans	of	the	series.	In	this	book,	Percy	Jackson	takes	you	on	a	journey	through	Greek	mythology,	introducing	the	major	gods	and	goddesses	and	their	fascinating	stories.	The	book	covers
many	tales,	from	the	gods	origins	to	the	Olympians	individual	stories.	The	story	is	marked	by	Percys	signature	sarcastic	and	irreverent	tone,	transforming	ancient	Greek	mythology	into	something	modern	young	readers	can	enjoy	and	relate	to,	making	the	ancient	myths	more	accessible	and	entertaining.	You're	already	married!"	Hera	protested.	"To
me!""Curses!"	said	Zeus.	"Er,	I	mean,	of	course,	dear.	The	book	dives	into	Greek	mythology,	touching	on	popular	gods	and	obscure	tales.	Percy	Jackson,	known	for	his	sharp	and	funny	style,	narrates	the	book,	bringing	humor	and	a	fresh	angle	to	the	Greek	myths.	Riordan	sticks	closely	to	the	original	myths,	making	the	book	a	fun	and	informative	read
for	those	interested	in	Greek	mythology.	The	books	emphasis	on	action	and	laughs	might	downplay	the	original	myths	depth	and	ethics.	Snappy,	funny	chapter	titles	like	Hera	Gets	a	Little	Cuckoo	and	Zeus	Kills	Everyone	may	feel	too	casual	for	the	topic.	Percys	casual,	often	sarcastic	storytelling	might	not	suit	those	who	favor	a	more	respectful
treatment	of	the	classics.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	Classics,	Historical,	Retellings,	Short	Stories,	Greece	The	book	begins	with	the	universes	birth,	telling	tales	of	original	deities	like	Chaos,	Gaia,	and	Nyx,	then	advancing	to	Titans	and	Olympians,	featuring	famous	and	lesser-known	Greek	mythology	characters.	Fry	revitalizes	these	myths
with	fresh	wit,	maintaining	their	classic	spirit	while	making	them	more	enjoyable	for	todays	readers	through	lively	storytelling.	Mythos	by	Stephen	Fry	is	a	must	for	fans	of	Greek	mythology	or	anyone	wanting	a	gripping	tale.	It	offers	a	charming,	witty	take	on	these	ancient	stories,	making	it	a	key	read	for	mythology	enthusiasts.	Gaia	visited	her
daughter	Mnemosyne,	who	was	busy	being	unpronounceable.	Fry	mixes	storytelling	with	facts,	creating	a	fun	and	informative	read.	With	his	smart	wit,	Fry	delivers	an	enticing	and	enjoyable	new	look	at	old	myths.	The	book	spans	Greek	myths	from	the	cosmoss	birth	to	tales	of	Olympian	gods	and	renowned	heroes.	The	books	casual	language	might
clash	with	what	readers	wanting	formality	expect.	Mythos	doesnt	include	all	well-known	myths,	which	may	let	down	those	looking	for	a	complete	anthology.	Some	might	find	Frys	handling	of	sensitive	themes	like	abduction	and	rape	lacking,	as	he	doesnt	always	discuss	their	effects	on	victims.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	History,	Greek
Mythology,	Classics,	Historical	Heroes	delves	into	the	lives	and	adventures	of	iconic	figures	like	Perseus,	Hercules,	Bellerophon,	Orpheus,	Jason,	Atalanta,	Oedipus,	and	Theseus.	The	book	breathes	new	life	into	them,	making	them	relevant	and	relatable	to	the	modern	reader.	But	its	not	just	about	their	triumphs;	The	book	also	explores	the	personal
struggles	and	tragedies	that	shape	these	characters,	highlighting	their	humanity	amidst	their	legendary	status.	What	sets	Heroes	apart	is	its	focus	on	the	familiar	and	lesser-known	aspects	of	these	myths	and	the	authors	unique	voice.	His	writing	is	infused	with	wit,	humor,	and	a	deep	understanding	of	simplifying	these	myths	without	losing	their
essence.	This	book	is	a	perfect	introduction	for	those	new	to	Greek	mythology	while	offering	fresh	insights	for	those	who	are	already	fans.	In	a	fight,	do	not	do	what	you	want	to	do,	but	what	you	judge	your	enemy	least	wants	you	to.	The	book	doubles	as	a	fun	way	to	learn	about	Greek	myths,	mixing	knowledge	with	pleasure.	Fry	uses	epic	stories	to
show	different	sides	of	human	nature,	connecting	the	reader	to	the	characters	lives.	He	offers	unique	takes	on	each	hero,	showing	their	special	qualities	and	adventures,	enriching	well-known	stories.	Frys	modern	dialogue	and	current	jokes	may	not	suit	fans	of	old-fashioned	storytelling.	Though	the	footnotes	are	packed	with	details,	they	might	disrupt
the	storys	rhythm	for	some.	Focusing	on	individual	heroes	instead	of	a	straight	timeline	could	confuse	those	who	like	straightforward	storytelling.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Non-fiction,	History,	Reference,	Greek	Mythology,	Religion	Mythology	introduces	readers	to	Greek,	Roman,	and	Norse	mythology	stories.	The	author	explains	how	the
world	began	according	to	Greek	and	Roman	beliefs,	introducing	the	main	gods	like	Zeus	and	Hera	and	how	humans	came	into	being.	The	book	is	divided	into	parts	that	cover	different	types	of	mythsfrom	the	early	gods	and	heroes	like	Hercules	and	Perseus	to	the	famous	Trojan	War	with	Achilles	and	Odysseus.	The	book	combines	different	stories
from	old	texts	to	make	a	complete	picture	of	these	myths.	Its	great	for	anyone	who	wants	to	learn	about	classic	myths	that	have	influenced	Western	culture	and	shaped	our	world.	The	power	of	good	is	shown	not	by	triumphantly	conquering	evil,	but	by	continuing	to	resist	evil	while	facing	certain	defeat.	The	book	shows	how	myths	evolved	from
ancient	times	to	reflect	shifting	social	values.	Hamilton	combines	scholarly	detail	with	compelling	stories,	balancing	expertise	with	narrative.	The	book	celebrates	mythologys	literary	heritage,	sparking	the	imagination	and	teaching	about	humanity.	Hamilton	briefly	covers	Norse	myths,	which	may	leave	those	wanting	depth	a	bit	wanting.	The	book
sometimes	idealizes	Greek	culture,	missing	out	on	its	irrational	and	dark	sides	essential	for	a	full	picture.	Hamilton	edits	out	the	more	violent	or	sexual	content	to	suit	young	readers,	which	might	seem	like	a	softening	of	the	myths	raw	power	and	intricacy.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Children,	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Picture	Books,	Greek	Mythology
DAulaires	Book	of	Greek	Myths	covers	many	mythological	characters,	including	gods,	goddesses,	nymphs,	satyrs,	centaurs,	and	demigods,	each	depicted	with	moving,	laughing	faces	that	captivate	the	readers	imagination.	The	stories	are	rich	in	detail,	covering	themes	of	love	and	war,	murder	and	revenge,	and	the	complex	relationships	between
mortals	and	gods.	What	sets	this	book	apart	is	its	approach	to	storytelling.	The	dAulaires	infused	the	retellings	of	the	story	with	a	sense	of	fun	and	excitement.	This	book	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	Greek	mythology,	especially	young	readers	beginning	their	journey.	The	book	has	inspired	readers	to	explore	writing	and	art	for	generations.
Its	clear	language	and	style	make	Greek	mythology	approachable	for	young	readers.	The	dAulaires	vivid	art	breathes	life	into	the	myths,	enchanting	with	its	visual	appeal.	The	complex	family	relationships	of	the	gods	can	be	challenging	to	follow.	Simplifying	myths	for	children	might	disappoint	those	wanting	detailed	exploration.	The	focus	is	primarily
on	major	myths,	potentially	omitting	lesser-known	but	equally	intriguing	stories.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	History,	Greek	Mythology,	Non-fiction,	Classics,	Historical	Troy	begins	with	the	kidnapping	of	Helen,	celebrated	for	her	beauty,	which	leads	to	the	Greeks	launching	a	thousand	ships	against	Troy.	The	war,	instigated	by	a	decision	made	by	the
Trojan	prince	Paris	under	the	guidance	of	Zeus,	unfolds	over	ten	years.	The	books	retelling	reveals	the	human	passions	and	monstrous	actions	that	mark	this	ancient	war,	highlighting	themes	of	heroism,	hatred,	revenge,	and	despair.	The	story	is	about	the	larger-than-life	characters	like	Achilles,	Hector,	Odysseus,	and	Helen	and	the	human	emotions
and	motivations	that	drive	them.	Whether	you	are	a	fan	of	Greek	myths	or	new	to	these	stories,	Troy	is	a	captivating	read	that	brings	the	epic	tale	to	life	in	a	way	that	resonates	with	contemporary	audiences.	You	may	be	gold,	and	we	poor	ordinary	men	may	be	of	bronze,	but	ask	any	soldier	out	there	which	metal	they'd	rather	have	for	a	sword	blae	or
a	spearpoint.	It	explores	human	cruelty,	prompting	deep	reflection.	The	book	provides	notes,	appendices,	a	character	list,	and	a	map	to	help	readers	understand	Greek	mythology.	Fry	presents	a	fresh	version	of	the	Trojan	War	that	stays	faithful	to	the	classic,	drawing	in	novices	and	fans	alike.	Dark	jokes	in	a	serious	tale	might	seem	inappropriate	to
some.	The	books	footnotes	and	glossaries	may	distract	those	who	prefer	a	direct	story.	The	authors	mix	of	modern	talk	and	old	settings	may	not	suit	all	tastes,	as	the	clash	of	tones	can	seem	uneven.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Poetry,	Fiction,	Mythology,	Literature,	Fantasy,	Historical	Fiction	The	Iliad	recounts	the	pivotal	moments	of	the	Trojan
War	beginning	in	the	ninth	year	of	the	war,	sparked	by	Paris	of	Troys	abduction	of	Helen,	the	wife	of	the	Achaean	king	Menelaus.	Central	to	the	narrative	is	a	dispute	between	Agamemnon,	and	his	best	warrior,	Achilles.	The	poem	vividly	portrays	the	brutality	and	heroism	of	war,	with	the	Achaeans	struggling	against	the	Trojans,	led	by	their	prince
Hector.	The	Iliad	delves	into	the	themes	of	the	glory	of	war,	the	impermanence	of	human	life,	and	the	influence	of	fate.	Its	detailed	descriptions	of	battle	tactics,	the	roles	of	gods,	and	the	portrayal	of	human	emotions	make	it	a	foundational	text	in	culture	and	literature.	There	is	the	heat	of	Love,	the	pulsing	rush	of	Longing,	the	lovers	whisper,
irresistiblemagic	to	make	the	sanest	man	go	mad.	Vivid	combat	fills	The	Iliad,	capturing	the	thrills	of	ancient	battles.	The	story	examines	honor,	bravery,	and	human	nature,	echoing	through	time.	Achilles,	Hector,	and	Agamemnon	are	richly	portrayed,	blending	valor	and	imperfections.	Gods	often	meddle	in	the	plot,	which	could	clash	with	the	taste	for
realism.	Achilles	shows	intense	feelings	and	strict	honor	in	ways	modern	readers	might	find	over	the	top.	Women	in	The	Iliad	play	minor	parts,	often	as	rewards	or	symbols,	which	might	displease	a	modern	audience.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Poetry,	History,	Philosophy,	Ancient,	Classics,	Greek	Mythology	Theogony	delves	into	the	Greek	gods
genealogy,	tracing	the	universes	origins	from	the	primordial	beings	to	the	rise	of	Zeus	as	the	supreme	deity.	The	poem	begins	with	Hesiods	encounter	with	the	Muses,	who	inspire	him	to	tell	the	story	of	the	gods.	Works	and	Days,	however,	focuses	on	the	human	experience	and	the	hard	truths	of	life.	Hesiod	uses	the	framework	of	a	dispute	with	his
brother	Perses	over	inheritance	to	dispense	advice	on	farming,	justice,	and	personal	conduct.	These	works	blend	cosmic	mythology	with	practical	wisdom.	Theogony	offers	a	foundational	understanding	of	Greek	mythological	cosmogony	and	theology,	while	Works	and	Days	provides	a	glimpse	into	the	daily	lives	and	moral	outlook	of	ancient	Greeks.
These	texts	are	indispensable	for	any	enthusiast	of	Greek	mythology	or	anyone	interested	in	ancient	Greeces	cultural	and	philosophical	underpinnings.	They	provide	a	window	into	the	mindset	of	an	ancient	civilization,	making	them	timeless	classics.	But	he	who	neither	thinks	for	himself	nor	learns	from	others,	is	a	failure	as	a	man.	Works	and	Days
offers	justice,	diligence,	and	virtue	advice.	The	texts	offer	insight	into	ancient	Greek	beliefs	about	the	worlds	start	and	the	divine.	Theogony	charts	the	cosmoss	birth	and	the	lineage	of	gods	and	mythical	creatures,	essential	for	Greek	myth	knowledge.	It	delves	deeply	into	Greek	farming	life,	a	topic	that	might	not	captivate	everyone.	The	texts	ancient
Greek	values,	especially	on	gender	and	society,	could	appear	old-fashioned	or	troubling	to	contemporary	readers.	Works	and	Days	resembles	a	manual	with	tips	on	farming,	sailing,	and	society,	which	may	not	entertain	those	wanting	a	story	or	poetry.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	History,	Adult,	Reference	This	book
condenses	the	complicated	web	of	Greek	mythological	tales	into	an	easily	digestible	format.	The	author	handpicks	standout	stories	for	over	60	characters	from	the	Greek	mythological	pantheon.	It	includes	stories	from	the	well-known	Olympians	and	other	significant	figures	such	as	Heracles	and	Perseus,	as	well	as	lesser-known	characters	like
Atalanta	and	Phaethon.	This	variety	ensures	that	both	popular	and	obscure	myths	receive	their	due	attention.	One	of	the	books	unique	features	is	its	focus	on	contextualizing	these	ancient	stories	for	modern	audiences.	Albert	does	not	shy	away	from	the	more	problematic	aspects	of	these	myths,	such	as	misogyny	and	sexual	assault,	often	glossed	over
in	earlier	interpretations.	Its	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	Greek	mythology,	whether	they	are	newcomers	or	seasoned	enthusiasts,	offering	a	blend	of	entertainment,	insight,	and	a	touch	of	humor.	The	gods	had	some	very	strange	ways	of	making	mortals	immortal	or	invulnerable.	Its	organization	by	character	types	simplifies	searching	for
particular	tales	or	figures.	Albert	examines	various	takes	on	these	myths,	revealing	the	characters	diverse	facets.	The	book	is	a	handy	tool	for	anyone	studying	Greek	mythology,	academically	or	casually.	The	author	mixes	modern	views	with	myths,	which	may	not	please	traditionalists.	The	books	division	into	gods,	deities,	and	heroes	may	not	suit
readers	who	prefer	other	content	structures.	Some	may	find	the	books	treatment	of	Greek	myths	darker	themes,	like	sexism	and	assault,	lacking	depth	or	sensitivity.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Plays,	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Drama,	Literature	The	Greek	Plays	is	an	anthology	that	brings	together	sixteen	masterpieces	of	Greek	drama	by
Aeschylus,	Sophocles,	and	Euripides.	This	collection	features	new	translations	that	make	these	ancient	texts	accessible	to	a	modern	audience.	The	plays	included	are	some	of	the	most	celebrated	in	the	Greek	canon,	such	as	Agamemnon,	Prometheus	Bound,	Bacchae,	Electra,	Medea,	Antigone,	and	Oedipus	the	King.	This	anthology	is	a	must-read
because	it	revives	the	original	spirit	of	these	timeless	plays	and	demonstrates	their	enduring	influence	on	literature	and	culture.	The	translations	breathed	new	life	into	the	texts,	making	this	an	invaluable	read.	Old	age	thats	quick	to	learn	is	always	young.	Introductions	and	notes	explain	and	give	background	to	each	play.	The	plays	have	deeply
shaped	Western	culture,	showing	their	long-standing	influence.	They	explore	themes	like	human	behavior,	ethics,	and	lifes	realities,	enduring	through	time.	The	complex	language	of	Greek	plays	may	deter	some	modern	readers.	Greek	tragedies	center	on	suffering,	destiny,	and	divine	anger,	potentially	overwhelming	some.	Their	ancient	settings	can
make	it	hard	for	todays	audience	to	relate	to	the	stories	and	characters.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Fantasy,	Historical,	Retellings	The	story	follows	Briseis,	who	was	given	to	Achilles	as	a	war	prize,	forcing	her	into	a	life	of	servitude	and	sexual	exploitation	as	she	navigates	her	complex	relationship	with	him	and	the
other	Greek	warriors,	including	Patroclus	and	Agamemnon.	The	book	depicts	the	harsh	realities	of	war	and	its	impact	on	women,	challenging	the	glorified	narratives	often	associated	with	the	Iliad.	It	presents	the	Trojan	War	not	as	a	heroic	endeavor	but	as	a	violent	conflict	driven	by	the	egos	and	reputations	of	powerful	men,	with	devastating	effects
on	the	lives	of	women	and	the	innocentmaking	it	a	powerful	narrative	that	gives	voice	to	the	silenced.	Decades	after	the	last	man	who	fought	at	Troy	is	dead,	their	sons	will	remember	the	songs	their	Trojan	mothers	sang	to	them.	Well	be	in	their	dreamsand	in	their	worst	nightmares	too.	It	gives	a	detailed	view	of	ancient	cultures	and	practices	through
vivid	descriptions.	The	book	examines	how	war	affects	women,	highlighting	the	themes	of	grief,	endurance,	and	strength.	Figures	like	Briseis	are	depicted	with	richness	and	detail,	offering	insight	into	their	feelings	and	experiences.	Graphic	scenes	of	violence	and	sex	in	the	book	could	upset	some	readers.	Some	might	think	characters,	such	as
Achilles,	need	more	depth.	Despite	focusing	on	Trojan	War	women,	the	novel	might	still	place	female	characters	behind	the	men	for	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Classics,	Christian,	Religion,	Christianity,	Mythology	Till	We	Have	Faces:	A	Myth	Retold	offers	a	retelling	of	the	ancient	myth	of	Cupid	and	Psyche.	Unlike
traditional	adaptations,	this	novel	is	narrated	from	the	perspective	of	Orual,	Psyches	often-overlooked,	ugly	older	sister.	Her	evolution	throughout	the	novel	reflects	a	journey	towards	self-understanding	and	acknowledging	her	flaws.	This	path	to	self-realization	culminates	in	a	series	of	visions,	leading	Orual	to	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	gods	and
herself.	This	novel	is	a	must-read	for	those	interested	in	a	deeper,	more	introspective	take	on	classical	myths	and	an	exploration	of	human	nature,	love,	and	the	divine.	Are	the	gods	not	just?""Oh	no,	child.	What	would	become	of	us	if	they	were?	Oruals	growth	from	bitterness	to	insight	is	key	to	the	story.	The	novel	explores	love	in	its	giving	and	greedy
forms	and	the	sacrifices	it	requires.	The	book	prompts	deep	thought	on	godliness,	human	pain,	and	the	search	for	truth.	Its	focus	on	character	psychology	and	self-examination	might	not	suit	action-lovers.	The	books	intense	examination	of	love,	treachery,	and	godliness	could	be	too	much	for	some.	The	novels	Christian	symbolism	may	not	attract	those
who	favor	non-religious	or	classic	fantasy	tales.	Genres:	Classics,	Poetry,	Mythology,	Fiction,	Literature,	Fantasy,	Ancient	Metamorphoses	retold	a	series	of	Greek	and	Roman	mythology	narratives,	highlighting	the	theme	of	transformation.	Its	a	collection	rich	in	myths	and	legends;	each	story	revolves	around	the	concept	of	metamorphosis,	a	change	in
form	or	nature.	The	narrative	begins	with	the	worlds	creation,	emerging	from	a	state	of	chaos	into	an	ordered	existence.	Ovid	recounts	over	250	myths,	each	presenting	a	unique	transformation.	It	is	a	masterpiece	that	has	inspired	countless	works	of	art,	literature,	and	even	modern	media.	Its	themes	of	transformation	resonate	deeply	with	human
experiences,	making	the	book	timeless	and	relevant	across	ages.	Omnia	mutantur,	nihil	interit.(everything	changes,	nothing	perishes.)	The	story	collection	offers	romance,	adventure,	or	tragedy	for	every	type	of	reader.	Transformation,	driven	by	love	or	desire,	turns	characters	into	new	forms	at	the	core	of	these	tales.	The	poem	dissects	control,
rebellion,	affection,	and	mistreatment,	revealing	their	impact	on	life.	Graphic	scenes	of	violence	and	change	in	the	poem	may	unsettle	some.	Its	mix	of	genres	and	styles	could	puzzle	those	expecting	a	typical	narrative.	The	poems	depiction	of	women	and	power	might	clash	with	todays	views,	mirroring	past	norms.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Romance,
Fantasy,	Mythology,	Paranormal,	Magic	The	protagonist,	Lina,	struggles	to	keep	her	bakery	in	Tulsa	afloat.	Her	discovery	of	an	Italian	Goddess	cookbook	seems	like	a	stroke	of	luck,	leading	her	to	summon	a	goddess	to	save	her	business.	However,	things	take	a	fantastical	turn	when	she	finds	herself	in	a	soul	exchange	with	Persephone,	the	Goddess	of
Spring.	In	Persephones	form,	Lina	is	tasked	with	bringing	spring	to	a	world	of	spirits.	This	journey	takes	her	to	the	Underworld,	where	she	encounters	the	dark	and	brooding	Lord	of	the	Underworld,	Hades.	The	novel	explores	the	evolving	relationship	between	Lina	and	Hades,	challenging	the	readers	perceptions	of	love	and	destiny	in	a	mystical
realm.	What	sets	Goddess	of	Spring	apart	is	its	clever	subversion	of	the	traditional	Persephone	myth.	It	reimagines	this	classic	tale	with	a	matriarchal	slant,	offering	a	fresh	and	empowering	perspective	showcasing	the	strength	of	its	female	characters.	Ultimately,	the	body	is	just	a	shell;	it	is	the	soul	which	defines	the	man	or	woman,	god	or	goddess.
The	story	highlights	womens	empowerment,	with	Lina	finding	her	power	as	a	goddess.	Goddess	of	Spring	is	part	of	a	series	but	stands	alone,	welcoming	new	readers	without	requiring	sequence	reading.	The	character	of	Lina,	a	43-year-old	baker,	is	relatable	and	inspiring,	particularly	for	her	independence	and	determination.	The	novels	take	on	Greek
myths	may	differ	from	what	fans	of	the	originals	expect.	Its	modern	version	of	the	Persephone	and	Hades	tale	may	not	please	fans	of	classic	myth	tellings.	While	many	value	the	deep	character	development,	others	may	see	it	lacking	depth	or	authenticity.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,	Retellings	A	Thousand
Ships	is	a	reimagining	of	the	Trojan	War,	told	through	the	eyes	of	its	women.	This	novel	retells	the	legendary	war	exploring	the	experiences	and	impacts	of	the	conflict	on	mortal	and	immortal	women.	Framed	by	Calliope,	the	story	unfolds	as	a	series	of	vignettes	narrating	the	lives	and	struggles	of	various	women	connected	to	the	Trojan	War.	It
features	characters	like	Creusa,	Penelope,	and	LaodamiaGreek	women	who	were	left	behind.	Its	focus	on	the	female	characters	brings	them	to	the	forefront,	giving	voice	to	their	stories	and	experiences.	It	beautifully	balances	the	personal	and	the	epic,	offering	a	fresh	lens	on	a	familiar	story.	When	a	war	was	ended,	the	men	lost	their	lives.	But	the
women	lost	everything	else.	It	explores	themes	of	strength,	resilience,	and	empowerment	in	the	face	of	adversity.	The	book	features	various	women,	from	goddesses	to	average	figures,	each	with	their	own	tale.	Set	in	the	past,	the	novel	covers	timeless	topics	like	conflict,	grief,	effort,	and	sisterly	bonds,	connecting	with	todays	readers.	The	many
briefly	mentioned	characters	could	perplex	or	daunt	those	not	well-versed	in	Greek	myths.	Knowing	Greek	epics	can	make	the	book	more	pleasing;	some	readers	might	be	confused	without	it.	Readers	who	know	modern	Greek	myth	retellings	might	compare	them,	influencing	their	view	of	this	book.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	Greek
Mythology,	Folklore,	History,	Classics,	Reference	In	this	book,	youll	journey	through	the	ancient	Greek	pantheon,	meeting	deities	and	demigods	whose	stories	have	shaped	Western	culture.	From	Zeus	to	Hera,	and	from	the	12	labors	of	Hercules	to	the	tragic	tale	of	Orpheus	and	Eurydice.	The	book	also	delves	into	the	stories	of	legendary	heroes	and
mythical	monsterstales	of	bravery,	betrayal,	love,	and	loss	that	have	been	passed	down	through	generations.	The	stories	featured	are	also	meticulously	researched,	ensuring	that	while	the	stories	are	accessible,	they	stay	true	to	their	roots.	Youll	gain	insights	into	these	myths	cultural	and	historical	context,	adding	depth	to	your	understanding.	The
novel	presents	classic	myths	from	a	women-focused	viewpoint.	It	examines	wars	impact,	especially	on	women,	covering	aspects	such	as	bravery,	treachery,	and	revenge.	Despite	its	ancient	setting,	A	Thousand	Ships	reflects	current	issues,	thus	relevant	for	the	modern	reader.	It	may	lack	sufficient	historical	and	cultural	context	about	ancient	Greece
for	those	seeking	deeper	insight.	Due	to	its	young	target	audience,	the	book	might	simplify	or	soften	darker,	complex	themes	in	Greek	mythology.	For	readers	already	well-versed	in	Greek	mythology,	the	stories	in	this	book	might	feel	repetitive	or	overly	familiar.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	Mythology,	Biography,	Ancient	History	Often	labeled
the	face	that	launched	a	thousand	ships,	Hughes	delves	deep	into	the	life	and	legend	of	Helen,	presenting	her	not	just	as	a	mythical	figure	but	as	a	real	woman	whose	story	resonates	through	history.	From	her	divine	origins	to	her	abduction	and	the	famous	incident	that	sparked	the	Trojan	War.	The	book	details	historical,	archaeological,	and	literary
evidence	to	reconstruct	the	life	of	a	woman	who	has	often	been	reduced	to	a	mere	symbol	of	beauty	and	desire.	The	book	delves	into	the	societal	and	cultural	conditions	of	ancient	Greece,	offering	insights	into	the	roles	and	perceptions	of	women	at	the	time,	ensuring	that	Helens	story	isnt	just	remembered	but	deeply	understood.	It	studies	Helens
lasting	influence	on	artists	and	writers	across	history,	underlining	her	continued	impact	on	literature	and	art.	Thanks	to	its	vibrant	and	engaging	narrative,	the	book	immerses	readers	in	ancient	Greece,	North	Africa,	and	Asia	Minor	realms.	Hughes	uses	her	broad	knowledge,	referencing	sources	like	Homer,	Euripides,	and	modern	poets,	to	delve
deeply	into	Helens	story.	The	books	questioning	of	Helens	reality	could	divide	readers	with	firm	views.	It	proposes	Helen	might	have	been	a	historical	figure,	possibly	conflicting	with	the	views	of	those	considering	her	purely	mythical.	Despite	commendable	control	and	narrative	flow,	managing	complex	content	may	still	be	tough	for	readers	without
historical	context	understanding.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Non-fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	History,	Feminism,	Retellings	In	Pandoras	Jar,	youll	find	the	tales	of	Medea,	Jocasta,	Helen,	and	Pandora,	among	others,	presented	in	a	new	light.	This	book	focuses	on	understanding	these	women	as	complex	characters,	each	with	motivations,	strengths,	and
vulnerabilities,	rather	than	mere	footnotes	or	moral	lessons	in	the	sagas	of	heroes	and	gods.	For	anyone	who	loves	Greek	mythology	or	is	interested	in	the	representation	of	women	in	literature,	Pandoras	Jar	is	a	book	you	shouldnt	miss.	Its	a	thought-provoking,	enlightening	read	that	offers	a	fresh	take	on	some	of	the	most	famous	stories	ever	told.	And
if	history	has	taught	us	anything,	it	is	that	women	making	a	noisewhether	speaking	or	shoutingtend	to	be	viewed	as	intrinsically	disruptive.	It	questions	standard	interpretations	of	Greek	myths,	prompting	readers	to	rethink	their	knowledge	of	these	tales	and	womens	roles.	The	book	attempts	to	restore	and	empower	Greek	mythological	women,
showcasing	them	as	key	figures	with	unique	stories	and	influence.	The	book,	merging	in-depth	research	and	an	engaging	writing	style,	is	a	reliable	academic	reference	and	a	pleasant	read	for	the	general	public.	It	explores	different	myth	versions,	including	complex	and	opposing	ones,	potentially	puzzling	readers	seeking	direct	narratives.	Its	primary
focus	on	retelling	myths	from	womens	viewpoints	might	not	attract	readers	who	prefer	traditional	male-centric	stories.	The	books	intensive	study	of	linguistic	nuances	and	translation	challenges	in	Greek	mythology	might	overwhelm	readers	uninterested	in	these	details.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,	Fiction,	Historical,	Retellings
The	book	follows	the	life	of	Ariadne,	from	her	early	life	in	Crete,	under	the	shadow	of	the	Minotaur,	through	her	fateful	meeting	with	Theseus,	including	her	marriage	to	the	god	Dionysus,	offering	a	comprehensive	look	at	her	trials,	triumphs,	and	transformations.	What	sets	Ariadne	apart	is	its	focus	on	the	female	perspective,	a	rarity	in	the	traditional
telling	of	Greek	myths.	The	book	delves	deep	into	Ariadnes	emotions	and	experiences	and	those	of	other	women	in	the	narrative,	including	her	sister	Phaedra.	This	approach	offers	a	refreshing	and	necessary	female-centric	view	of	a	story	that,	for	too	long,	has	been	dominated	by	the	deeds	and	desires	of	male	heroes.	I	would	not	let	a	man	who	knew
the	value	of	nothing	make	me	doubt	the	value	of	myself.	Despite	its	deep	roots	in	Greek	mythology,	the	books	accessible	writing	style	makes	it	a	great	beginners	guide	to	this	genre.	The	book	intensely	explores	characters,	especially	women	like	Medusa	and	Phaedra,	adding	depth	to	these	well-known	figures.	Avoiding	black-and-white	morality,	the
book	presents	a	more	intricate	understanding	of	the	characters	actions	and	motivations.	Some	readers	may	view	the	novels	reinterpretation	of	mythological	elements	as	too	radical	or	lacking	respect	for	the	original	material.	Depending	on	their	attachment	to	classic	tales,	readers	familiar	with	Greek	myths	may	find	Saints	differing	narratives
refreshing	or	disturbing.	The	books	emotional	depth,	exploring	characters	pain	and	suffering,	could	be	overwhelming	for	readers	seeking	a	lighter	or	more	escapist	read.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Historical	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Fiction,	Retellings,	Historical	Clytemnestra,	traditionally	portrayed	as	a	vengeful	wife	and	mother,	the	novel
presents	her	in	a	new	light,	from	her	early	years	to	her	marriage	to	Agamemnon,	delving	deep	into	her	struggles,	motivations,	triumphs,	and	wounds	inflicted	upon	her	by	war	and	people.	The	story	also	portrays	her	complex	relationship	with	her	husband,	her	role	as	a	mother,	and	her	ultimate	decision	to	take	revenge	for	the	sacrifice	of	her	daughter,
Iphigenia.	Its	a	tale	of	power,	betrayal,	and	the	resilience	of	a	woman	in	a	world	dominated	by	male	heroes	and	gods.	The	novel	invites	you	to	empathize	with	Clytemnestra,	understanding	her	not	just	as	a	figure	of	myth	but	as	a	real,	multifaceted	woman.	Kings	and	heroes	drop	like	flies,	but	queens	outlive	them	all.	Even	though	the	novel	is	based	on
popular	myths,	its	storytelling	is	captivating,	with	a	driving	narrative	that	keeps	readers	hooked.	The	novel	centers	on	female	anger,	depicting	Clytemnestra	as	ambitious	and	resilient,	using	personal	tragedies	to	grow	robust	and	gain	control.	It	combines	multiple	narratives	into	a	linear	story	focused	on	Clytemnestra,	boosting	her	from	a	secondary
character	to	the	main	character	of	her	tale.	Despite	enhancing	the	story,	the	numerous	side	characters	and	subplots	might	divert	some	readers	from	the	main	plot.	The	books	pace	and	structure,	highlighting	important	moments	in	Clytemnestras	life,	may	not	suit	readers	preferring	a	straightforward	narrative.	Substantial	time	jumps	in	the	story	might
give	the	impression	of	off-page	character	development,	possibly	detaching	readers	from	the	plot	evolution.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Non-fiction,	History,	Greek	Mythology,	Reference,	Greece	This	book	catalogs	many	of	the	Greek	myths,	from	the	well-known	tales	of	Olympus	to	the	lesser-known	stories.	Youll	find	detailed	accounts	of	heroes
like	Hercules	and	Perseus,	gods	such	as	Zeus	and	Apollo,	and	many	other	mythical	figures.	The	Greek	Myths	examines	the	stories	through	the	lenses	of	history,	archaeology,	and	anthropology.	Graves	provides	context	and	commentary,	offering	insights	into	how	these	myths	reflected	and	influenced	the	life	and	thoughts	of	the	ancient	Greeks.	This
book	is	an	essential	reading	for	anyone	interested	in	Greek	mythology,	history,	or	literature,	whether	youre	a	casual	reader	seeking	to	explore	these	timeless	stories	or	a	student	looking	for	a	comprehensive	guide	to	the	myths	of	ancient	Greece.	Yet	myths,	though	difficult	to	reconcile	with	chronology,	are	always	practical:	they	insist	on	some	point	of
tradition,	however	distorted	the	meaning	may	have	become	in	the	telling.	The	book	encompasses	a	range	of	myths,	from	popular	to	obscure	tales.	Its	imaginative	and	poetic	recreations	of	myths	offer	a	unique	take	on	these	old	stories	and	are	widely	applauded.	The	books	varied	reception	during	and	post-Gravess	lifetime	underlines	differing	opinions
on	his	Greek	mythology	representation	and	is	worth	noting.	It	may	not	match	the	latest	classical	research,	troubling	those	who	want	current	scholarly	views.	This	book	could	serve	better	as	a	reference	for	myth-knowledgeable	readers	than	as	a	starter	for	beginners.	The	novels	long	name	lists	and	thorough	details	might	overwhelm	those	who	prefer	a
story-focused,	lighter	myth	retelling.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Mythology,	History,	Non-fiction	In	this	book,	youll	meet	various	gods	and	goddesses,	each	with	unique	stories,	powers,	and	personalities.	From	Zeus	to	Athena	and	Roman	Jupiter	to	Demeter,	the	book	brings	these	characters	to	life	with	vivid	descriptions	and	intriguing	details.	The	book
also	delves	into	how	these	myths	have	influenced	art,	culture,	and	religion	throughout	history,	providing	a	broader	understanding	of	their	lasting	impact.	Youll	learn	how	their	stories	have	shaped	human	thought	and	expression	over	millennia.	The	Gods	&	Goddesses	of	Greece	&	Rome	is	an	informative	guide	that	introduces	you	to	the	world	of
classical	mythologymaking	ancient	myths	accessible	and	enjoyable	for	all	readers,	whether	youre	a	mythology	buff	or	a	newcomer	to	the	subject.	It	also	examines	how	these	myths	have	influenced	art,	writing,	and	culture	for	ages.	It	includes	various	myths,	from	the	universes	birth	to	epic	battles,	featuring	famous	and	obscure	stories.	The	books	clear
format	and	style	cater	to	everyone,	from	casual	to	dedicated	mythology	and	history	enthusiasts.	The	book	focuses	on	major	gods,	possibly	overlooking	minor	deities	for	interested	readers.	Mixing	old	art	with	new	interpretations	may	not	satisfy	everyone,	particularly	purists	or	modernists.	The	book	links	old	gods	to	todays	world,	which	might	not	suit
those	who	only	want	ancient	context.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	History,	Non-fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Literature	Religion	In	this	book,	you	will	journey	through	the	timeless	stories	of	Olympus,	beginning	with	the	creation	of	the	world	and	moving	through	the	age	of	gods	and	the	heroic	age,	narrating	the	fabled	tales	of	Hercules,	Perseus,
Theseus,	and	the	Trojan	War.	Gods	and	Heroes	of	Ancient	Greece	encompasses	the	breadth	and	depth	of	Greek	mythology,	offering	you	a	panoramic	view	of	a	world	where	gods	and	mortals	intersect	in	tales	of	heroism,	treachery,	love,	and	revenge.	This	book	is	essential	for	anyone	interested	in	mythology,	history,	or	literature.	The	myths	are
presented	in	a	way	that	is	engaging	and	easy	to	understand,	making	it	suitable	for	readers	of	all	ages.	The	book	spans	many	Greek	myths,	offering	a	thorough	view	of	ancient	Greek	legends.	Greek	myths	themes	and	stories	have	an	enduring	appeal,	always	relevant	and	engaging.	Many	tales	contain	underlying	moral	and	philosophical	messages	that
are	as	relevant	today	as	they	were	in	ancient	times.	Some	might	find	the	portrayal	of	female	characters	outdated	or	problematic.	The	black-and-white	illustrations	might	not	appeal	to	those	who	prefer	modern,	colorful	artwork.	The	book	reflects	the	19th-century	perspective,	which	might	not	align	with	contemporary	views	on	mythology.	Buy	on
Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Young	Adult,	Greek	Mythology,	Fiction,	Retellings	Set	in	the	gritty	backdrop	of	New	York	City,	Lore	revolves	around	the	life	of	Melora	Lore	Perseous,	a	young	woman	whos	left	behind	the	brutal	world	of	ancient	gods	and	hunters.	When	Athena,	one	of	the	last	original	gods,	offers	Lore	a	chance	to	avenge	her	familys	death
and	reclaim	her	heritage,	she	is	drawn	back	into	the	violent,	treacherous	world	she	thought	shed	left	behind.	What	sets	Lore	apart	is	its	innovative	concept	of	blending	classical	mythology	with	a	high-stakes,	contemporary	urban	setting	while	delving	deeply	into	themes	of	power,	legacy,	and	choice	that	will	surely	resonate	with	many	readers.	Scars
are	tallies	of	the	battles	youve	survived.	The	story	blends	New	York	Citys	dynamic	setting	with	old	myths,	making	an	exciting	scene.	Found	family	is	a	key	theme,	giving	warmth	and	familiarity	to	the	relationships	in	the	story.	It	delves	into	meaty	themes	of	revenge	and	fairness,	appealing	to	those	who	like	intricate	moral	tales.	It	has	intense	scenes
involving	child	death	and	assault	attempts,	which	could	disturb	or	repel	some.	Some	might	think	theres	less	combat	in	the	book	than	anticipated,	despite	its	focus	on	death	and	rivalry.	Flashbacks	break	the	narrative	flow,	which	might	irk	those	who	favor	a	straight,	evenly-paced	story.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Greek
Mythology	In	this	novel,	Theseus	navigates	the	complexities	of	love,	power,	and	leadership.	The	book	details	his	battles	against	gods	and	men,	his	passionate	romances,	and	his	profound	struggles	with	destiny	and	duty,	highlighting	his	internal	challenges	as	a	leader.	One	of	the	most	compelling	aspects	of	The	Bull	from	the	Sea	is	its	exploration	of
Theseus	as	more	than	a	mythic	figure;	the	book	portrays	him	as	a	deeply	human	character	with	all	the	virtues	and	flaws	that	come	with	it.	The	Bull	from	the	Sea	balances	action	and	introspection	and	will	transport	you	to	another	time	and	place,	making	it	a	compelling	read	for	anyone	interested	in	Greek	mythology	and	historical	fiction.	It	is	the	mark
of	little	men	to	like	only	what	they	know;	one	step	beyond,	and	they	feel	the	black	cold	of	chaos.	The	book	sheds	light	on	ancient	Greek	society,	adding	depth	to	the	read.	The	novel	delves	into	themes	such	as	duty,	love,	and	sacrifice,	offering	much	for	readers	to	ponder.	Theseus	is	portrayed	as	a	complex	character,	giving	readers	a	deeper
understanding	of	his	motivations	and	challenges.	The	novels	portrayal	of	women	reflects	its	ancient	setting,	which	might	clash	with	todays	views.	Theseus,	often	hot-tempered	and	harsh,	especially	toward	women,	might	not	win	all	readers	sympathy.	Starting	the	book	can	be	tough	without	reading	the	series	first	installment,	The	King	Must	Die,	as	it
may	cause	confusion.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Non-fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	History,	Ancient	The	Library	of	Greek	Mythology	covers	an	extensive	range	of	stories,	from	the	creation	of	the	universe	to	the	tales	of	the	Trojan	War,	offering	a	complete	guide	to	the	gods,	heroes,	and	mythical	narratives	of	ancient	Greece.	Originally	attributed	to
Apollodorus	of	Athens,	a	student	of	Aristarchus,	the	book	has	gone	through	a	history	of	preservation,	including	near	loss	and	rediscovery,	and	has	been	a	crucial	source	for	classicists	since	its	compilation.	What	makes	The	Library	of	Greek	Mythology	unique	is	its	status	as	the	only	work	of	its	kind	to	have	survived	from	classical	antiquity,	offering	a
unique	window	into	the	myths	and	legends	of	ancient	Greece	that	influenced	writers	and	scholars	throughout	history.	Its	organized	structure	makes	navigating	various	myths	and	legends	easier	for	readers.	This	work	is	the	only	one	of	its	kind	to	have	survived	from	classical	antiquity,	adding	to	its	historical	and	cultural	value.	It	offers	detailed	accounts
of	Greek	myths,	covering	various	stories	from	the	universes	origins	to	the	Trojan	War.	The	book	draws	mostly	on	previous	sources	and	lacks	new	content.	The	organization	of	family	trees	can	be	intricate	and	hard	to	keep	track	of	for	some.	Its	structured	like	an	encyclopedia,	potentially	not	appealing	to	those	seeking	a	narrative	style.	Buy	on	Amazon
Genres:	Classics,	Romance,	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,	Short	Stories	The	story	revolves	around	Psyche,	a	mortal	woman	whose	beauty	made	the	goddess	of	love,	Venus,	jealous.	Venus	then	commands	her	son	Cupid	to	punish	Psyche	by	making	her	fall	in	love	with	a	hideous	creature.	However,	in	a	twist	of	fate,	Cupid	himself	falls	in	love	with
Psyche	and	takes	her	as	his	wife	but	forbids	her	from	seeing	him.	Despite	Cupids	warnings,	she	looks	upon	her	husbands	face,	only	to	cause	his	departure.	Psyches	journey	becomes	one	of	trials	as	she	seeks	to	regain	Cupids	love,	facing	challenges	set	by	Venus.	Her	journey	from	a	naive	girl	to	a	figure	of	divine	stature	is	a	tale	of	growth	and
redemption,	making	it	a	timeless	story	that	resonates	with	readers.	Its	blend	of	divine	intervention,	mortal	struggle,	and	the	triumph	of	love	over	adversity	makes	it	a	standout	narrative	in	Greek	mythology	and	a	captivating	read.	There	lay	the	gentlest	and	sweetest	of	all	wild	creatures,	Cupid	himself,	the	beautiful	Love-god,	and	at	sight	of	him	the
flame	of	the	lamp	spurted	joyfully	up	and	the	knife	turned	its	edge	for	shame.	Its	tale-within-a-tale	setup	deepens	and	enriches	the	plot,	captivating	readers	more.	It	touches	on	love,	treachery,	salvation,	and	the	search	for	real	affection,	themes	that	strike	a	chord	with	many.	The	story	contains	symbols	about	love	and	the	spirit,	seen	as	a	souls	quest	for
eternity	and	joining	with	the	divine.	Gods	in	the	story	act	almost	comically,	unlike	their	usual	mythic	roles.	It	weaves	in	heavy	philosophy,	like	Platos	and	Epicuruss	ideas,	which	could	stump	those	unfamiliar.	Psyches	initial	naivety	and	struggle	to	keep	her	husband	a	secret	from	her	sisters	may	annoy	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical
Fiction,	LGBT,	Classics,	Greek	Mythology	The	story	follows	the	life	of	Alexias,	a	young	Athenian	noble	known	for	his	athletic	abilities	and	beauty.	Alexias	faces	a	challenging	childhood,	losing	his	mother	at	birth	and	narrowly	escaping	being	exposed	to	the	elements	by	his	father.	The	novel	explores	his	relationships	with	Lysis,	a	student	of	Socrates,
who	becomes	both	his	lover	and	a	father	figure.	This	relationship	defies	the	Athenian	norms	where	the	older	erastes	should	pursue	the	younger	eromenos,	causing	a	stir	in	their	community.	The	Last	of	the	Wine	is	an	authentic	and	tender	portrayal	of	homosexuality	in	ancient	Greece,	set	against	a	historical	backdrop	exploring	themes	of	love,	honor,
loyalty,	and	the	pursuit	of	beauty	and	goodness,	as	inspired	by	Socratic	philosophy.	The	novel	challenges	readers	to	consider	the	ideals	that	drive	societies	and	individuals	and	the	personal	and	political	struggles	that	define	our	humanity.	We	shall	either	find	what	we	are	seeking,	or	free	ourselves	from	the	persuasion	that	we	know	what	we	do	not
know.	Socratic	notions	of	virtue,	beauty,	and	truth	play	a	key	role,	enriching	the	storys	backdrop.	The	book	explores	Greek	life,	covering	events,	athletics,	military	practices,	and	wedding	traditions.	It	was	among	the	first	novels	to	focus	on	male	homosexuality,	depicting	it	sensitively	within	ancient	Greek	norms.	It	delves	into	serious	moral	themes,
including	power	and	its	misuse,	which	might	be	too	complex	or	vague	for	some.	Its	concentration	on	philosophical	conversations,	mainly	Socratic	thought,	may	not	capture	readers	who	are	uninterested	in	philosophy.	The	novels	pioneering	depiction	of	ancient	Greek	same-sex	relationships	may	seem	old-fashioned	to	those	with	modern	LGBTQ+
perspectives.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,	Classics	This	historical	novel	is	narrated	by	an	aged	Theseus,	reflecting	on	the	significant	events	of	his	life,	starting	from	his	childhood	in	Troizen	under	the	guardianship	of	his	grandfather,	King	Pittheus.	The	story	is	rich	with	details	of	ancient	Greek	culture	and
rituals,	including	a	poignant	scene	of	Theseus	witnessing	the	ritualistic	slaughter	of	a	horse,	symbolizing	the	sacrifice	kings	must	be	prepared	to	make	for	their	people.	What	sets	The	King	Must	Die	apart	is	its	blend	of	historical	fact	and	mythological	fiction,	creating	a	story	and	providing	insightful	commentary	on	the	mores	and	cultural	practices	of
Classical	Greece,	making	it	an	enlightening	and	entertaining	read.	A	man	is	at	his	youngest	when	he	thinks	he	is	a	man,	not	yet	realizing	that	his	actions	must	show	it.	The	book	examines	Greek	life,	womens	roles,	and	the	importance	of	training	for	young	men.	The	story	considers	fate,	governance,	and	the	burdens	of	power,	appealing	to	those	drawn
to	such	ideas.	It	depicts	Theseus	as	a	detailed	and	nuanced	character,	focusing	on	his	abilities,	weaknesses,	and	fate.	The	novel	graphically	displays	past	violence	and	sacrifices,	potentially	disturbing	some.	Its	representation	of	women,	true	to	the	era,	may	disappoint	those	seeking	stronger	female	characters.	Theseus	manipulative	and	tactical	ways	of
tackling	obstacles	might	unsettle	readers	with	moral	concerns.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Romance,	Fantasy	Helen	of	Troy	is	a	reinvention	of	the	legendary	tale	from	Homers	Iliad,	but	with	a	unique	twistits	narrated	from	Helens	perspective.	This	approach	brings	a	fresh	lens	to	a	well-known	story	and	humanizes
Helen,	transforming	her	into	a	relatable	character.	In	this	version,	Helens	life	is	explored,	from	her	extraordinary	birth	as	the	daughter	of	Zeus	and	the	human	Queen	of	Sparta,	Leda,	to	her	upbringing	in	a	royal	household	where	her	beauty	is	both	a	blessing	and	a	curse.	The	central	event	of	the	story	is,	of	course,	her	love	affair	with	Paris,	the	prince
of	Troy,	which	ignites	the	Trojan	War.	The	novel	does	not	shy	away	from	painting	the	brutal	aspects	of	the	war	through	Helens	eyes.	Through	this	book,	Helens	story	becomes	more	than	just	a	tale	of	war	and	beauty;	its	a	journey	through	a	life	filled	with	innocence,	horror,	peace,	and	chaos,	making	Helen	of	Troy	not	to	be	missed	by	readers.	Some
things	can	be	recovered.	Some	things	can	be	restored.	But	some	lost	things,	we	seek	forever.	The	novel	realistically	retells	Helen	of	Troys	saga,	mixing	real	elements	with	myth	attractively.	It	brings	ancient	Greece	to	life	with	sharp	descriptions	of	its	scenery,	buildings,	and	traditions.	Helen	narrates	her	story	in	the	first	person,	drawing	readers	deep
into	her	persona	and	offering	a	personal	perspective	on	the	legendary	events.	Plot	techniques	to	spotlight	Helen	in	key	Iliad	events	could	seem	forced	to	some	readers.	Character	renditions	of	Achilles	and	Paris	might	clash	with	traditional	images,	potentially	troubling	myth	purists.	Some	readers	might	find	the	novel	lacking	emotional	depth,	especially
in	the	latter	parts	that	cover	Helens	life	after	the	fall	of	Troy.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Greek	Mythology,	Historical	Fiction,	Retellings,	Fantasy	Jocasta,	known	for	being	Oedipuss	mother	and	wife,	is	depicted	here	as	a	young	girl	forced	into	marriage	with	the	King	of	Thebes,	a	stranger	much	older	than	her.	Her	narrative	delves	into	her	life	challenges
and	her	limited	choices	due	to	circumstances.	On	the	other	hand,	Ismene,	known	as	the	daughter	of	Oedipus	and	Jocasta,	experiences	a	traumatic	event	within	the	palace	walls,	setting	off	a	chain	of	events	that	redefines	the	familys	fate.	The	novel	shines	a	light	on	these	two	characters,	exploring	their	inner	lives,	struggles,	and	the	societal	constraints
they	navigate.	It	reexamines	the	classic	myths	through	their	perspectives,	offering	a	familiar	and	strikingly	new	narrative.	This	approach	allows	the	reader	to	see	beyond	the	traditional	tales	of	fate	and	tragedy,	focusing	instead	on	Jocasta	and	Ismenes	personal	and	emotional	journeys	and	making	it	an	essential	read	for	those	interested	in	Greek
mythology	and	feminist	reinterpretations.	Jocasta	had	never	enjoyed	being	married	to	her	husband	more	than	at	his	funeral.	The	novel	empowers	its	female	characters,	unlike	in	traditional	tales.	It	delves	into	destiny,	kinship,	and	authority,	triggering	deeper	thought.	It	connects	Jocasta	and	Ismenes	lives,	offering	a	parallel	connection	between
womens	experiences	across	generations..	The	descriptive	writing	style	may	slow	down	readers	who	prefer	quick-paced	stories.	The	books	feminist	angle	might	conflict	with	traditional	takes	on	these	age-old	tales.	The	new	spins	on	famous	characters	like	Achilles	and	Paris	could	clash	with	fans	usual	views.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,
Mystery,	Romance,	Mythology,	Fantasy	Diana	Morgan,	an	Oxford	lecturer,	and	Greek	mythology	expert	influenced	by	her	grandmothers	claims	of	being	an	Amazon	herself,	leads	her	on	a	journey	across	Europe	in	search	of	a	league	of	secret	sisters	guarding	a	treasure	since	the	Trojan	War.	The	story	alternates	between	Dianas	modern-day	adventure
and	the	Bronze	Age	tale	of	Myrina	and	her	sister	Lilli.	Myrina,	a	trained	hunter,	becomes	a	key	figure	in	the	history	of	the	Trojan	War,	showcasing	her	bravery	and	leadership.	The	Lost	Sisterhood	blends	archaeology,	mythology,	and	modern	adventure,	creating	an	educational	and	exciting	narrative.	The	novel	also	delves	into	issues	such	as	artifact
restitution	and	archaeological	ethics,	making	it	a	thought-provoking	read.	Only	weak	men	want	women	to	be	weak.	It	blends	myth	with	history,	pleasing	fans	of	both	areas.	The	Lost	Sisterhood	alternates	between	past	and	present	in	its	plot,	creating	an	engaging,	layered	tale.	The	book	examines	how	multiple	cultures	weave	myths	into	their	fabric,
offering	intellectual	engagement.	Switching	between	two	timelines	might	confuse	readers	who	like	a	simple	story.	Jumping	from	one	character	or	era	to	another	might	break	the	rhythm	for	those	who	enjoy	continuous	plots.	It	crosses	different	genres,	which	could	disappoint	those	anticipating	a	straight	historical	or	modern	thriller.	Buy	on	Amazon
Genres:	Plays,	Classics,	Drama,	Mythology,	Fiction,	Theatre,	Poetry	The	play	centers	around	Electra,	who	is	consumed	by	grief	and	a	thirst	for	vengeance	against	her	mother,	Clytemnestra,	and	her	mothers	lover,	Aegisthus,	who	was	responsible	for	the	murder	of	her	father	upon	his	return	from	the	Trojan	War.	It	explores	themes	such	as	the	ethics	of
revenge,	the	complexities	of	family	loyalty,	and	the	psychological	effects	of	grief	and	anger.	Sophocles	expertly	crafts	Electras	character,	depicting	her	inner	turmoil	and	unwavering	determination.	This	is	an	essential	read	for	Greek	mythology	and	tragedy	enthusiasts,	offering	insights	into	ancient	Greek	society	and	moral	dilemmas.	Its	compelling
narrative	and	profound	themes	make	Electra	a	timeless	classic	that	still	resonates	with	modern	audiences.	I	will	not	live	by	rules	like	those.	It	contains	symbols	and	themes	that	add	depth,	rewarding	analytical	readers.	Character	interactions	are	full	of	drama,	sparking	thought-provoking	and	forceful	dialogues.	The	play	examines	intense	feelings	such
as	sorrow,	anger,	and	the	quest	for	fairness,	resonating	with	many.	Gender	roles	might	appear	outdated	or	problematic	through	a	contemporary	lens.	The	social	customs,	norms,	and	beliefs	intrinsic	to	ancient	Greek	society	might	feel	foreign	or	inaccessible	in	modern	times.	The	lack	of	moral	clarity	and	the	problematic	endorsement	of	revenge	might
not	align	well	with	the	values	of	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Young	Adult,	Fantasy,	Romance,	Retellings,	Mythology,	Fiction,	Contemporary	The	novel	follows	the	story	of	Eury,	a	young	Puerto	Rican	girl	haunted	by	trauma	and	evil	spirits,	who	moves	to	New	York	from	Tampa	Bay,	Florida,	to	live	with	her	cousin	Penelope	and	her	Aunt	Titi.
As	the	story	unfolds,	Eury	experiences	a	near-death	incident,	and	like	the	classic	Greek	myth,	Pheus,	a	bachata-singing	neighborhood	charmer,	ventures	into	the	Underworld	to	help	her	escape	the	grip	of	Ato.	Never	Look	Back	blends	modern	issues	like	mental	health	and	trauma,	making	it	an	important	addition	to	the	young	adult	genre	and	a
standout	among	the	myths	of	retellings.	Music	takes	center	stage	in	the	story,	enchanting	readers	who	love	tunes.	The	novel	stars	Afro-Latinx	characters,	spotlighting	diversity	and	representation.	It	champions	confronting	challenges	with	love	and	kinship	as	pillars,	offering	encouragement.	It	weaves	in	current	topics	like	Hurricane	Marias	impact,
which	may	not	suit	those	after	pure	fantasy.	The	novel	delves	into	trauma	and	recovery,	potentially	weighing	on	readers	who	enjoy	lighter	topics.	Its	strong	Afro-Latinx	and	Bronx	atmosphere	might	not	captivate	those	seeking	broader	settings	or	other	cultural	tales.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Classics,	Fiction,	Mythology,	Fantasy,	Literature,	Ancient,
Novels	The	novel	follows	Lucius,	a	man	from	the	Greek	part	of	the	Roman	Empire,	who	is	on	a	journey	to	Thessaly.	His	curiosity	about	magic	and	witchcraft	leads	him	into	various	misadventures.	The	novel	chronicles	Lucius	misadventures	and	the	series	of	stories	he	encounters	or	overhears,	serving	as	a	narrative	within	a	narrative.	His	experiences
range	from	the	comedic	to	the	tragic,	offering	a	satirical	view	of	Roman	society.	The	novel	combines	elements	of	allegory,	satire,	and	bawdiness,	creating	a	complex	and	multifaceted	narrative.	Its	exploration	of	transformation,	literally	and	metaphorically,	and	its	commentary	on	human	nature	and	society	make	it	an	important	and	timeless	work.	And
so	his	life	he	surrendered	to	destiny,	but	his	glory	he	kept	for	himself.	The	book	offers	views	into	Roman	philosophy	and	faith.	It	explores	magic,	change,	and	the	idea	of	transformation,	appealing	to	those	who	like	to	question	reality.	Lucius,	the	protagonists	transformation	into	an	ass,	leads	to	a	series	of	entertaining	and	comical	adventures	that
delight	readers	with	their	humor.	The	novels	old-fashioned	views	on	women	might	upset	some	readers.	Its	old-style,	episodic	flow	could	disappoint	those	accustomed	to	current	narrative	methods.	Vague	morals	and	the	main	characters	faults	may	dissatisfy	those	who	prefer	explicit	ethical	guidance.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	LGBT,	Mythology,
Romance,	Lesbian,	Retellings,	Queer	Central	to	the	narrative	is	Persephone,	who	finds	herself	at	a	crossroads	of	self-discovery	and	independence.	It	delves	deep	into	Persephones	journey	of	self-empowerment	and	self-realization.	Her	character	evolves	from	being	under	the	shadow	of	her	mother	and	Zeus	to	standing	on	her	own,	learning	to	convert
feelings	of	injustice	into	action,	and	finding	her	individual	identity.	The	book	explores	themes	like	the	contrast	between	mortality	and	immortality	and	the	significance	of	having	choices.	It	encourages	readers	to	ponder	the	differences	in	perceptions	and	values	between	mortals	and	immortals	in	relation	to	love	and	death.	The	Dark	Wife	is	a	vibrant	and
imaginative	exploration	of	Greek	mythology,	challenging	traditional	narratives	and	offering	a	perspective	highlighting	the	struggle	for	independence	and	agency.	I	had	loved	and	lost,	and	now	Love	had	found	me	again,	brought	me	back	to	life	in	the	land	of	the	dead.	The	book	reimagines	the	Persephone	and	Hades	myth	with	a	feminist	twist.	At	its
heart	is	a	lesbian	love	story,	adding	depth	and	LGBTQ+	representation	to	the	genre.	It	navigates	through	intense	emotions	like	affection,	longing,	hurt,	and	deceit,	drawing	readers	in.	The	book	addresses	grim	topics	such	as	mortality	and	treachery,	possibly	disturbing	certain	readers.	Its	poetic	style,	though	elegant,	could	be	too	ornate	or	complex	for
those	who	favor	plain	storytelling.	The	main	lesbian	relationship,	while	enriching	for	some,	may	not	attract	those	seeking	conventional	straight	romances.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Fantasy,	Retellings	The	novel	starts	with	the	Greeks	inside	the	wooden	horse,	including	Pyrrhus,	Achilles	son,	who	is	anxious	about
living	up	to	his	fathers	legacy.	Pyrrhuss	brutal	actions,	such	as	the	killing	of	the	Trojan	king	Priam	and	his	refusal	to	bury	him,	set	a	dark	tone	for	the	story.	The	narrative	shifts	between	the	perspectives	of	Briseis	and	Pyrrhus,	creating	a	contrast	between	her	reflective	narration	and	the	mens	impulsive,	often	violent	actions.	Briseiss	journey	is	one	of
survival	and	resilience.	The	novel	highlights	themes	such	as	the	underestimation	of	women,	the	complexities	of	motherhood,	and	the	struggle	for	survival	in	a	patriarchal	world.	It	is	a	must-read	for	those	interested	in	Greek	mythology	or	powerful	stories	of	womens	resilience.	We	women	are	peculiar	creatures.	We	tend	not	to	love	those	who	murder
our	families.	The	book	tackles	courage,	endurance,	and	spirit	amid	hardship,	stirring	and	inspiring	readers.	The	in-depth	character	growth	showcases	diverse	sides	of	individual	personalities	and	backgrounds.	Barker	portrays	determined,	layered	women	dealing	with	wars	consequences,	highlighting	their	strength	and	endurance.	The	books	nuanced
morals	may	disturb	those	who	like	straightforward	good	and	evil	characters.	The	story	dwells	on	wars	consequences	and	might	not	entice	fans	of	battle	action	or	dynamic	plots.	The	sole	focus	on	womens	post-war	experiences	may	not	satisfy	those	wanting	varied	viewpoints.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,



Retellings,	Feminism	In	The	Penelopiad,	Penelope	tells	her	story	from	the	afterlife.	She	talks	about	her	life	from	childhood	in	Sparta	to	her	marriage	with	Odysseus	and	her	time	in	Ithaca.	While	Odysseus	is	away	at	war,	Penelope	cleverly	handles	suitors	who	want	to	marry	her.	She	tricks	them	by	weaving	a	shroud	and	unweaving	it	every	night.	The
story	also	highlights	the	fate	of	her	Twelve	Maids,	whom	Odysseus	and	Telemachus	unjustly	punish.	This	novel	gives	a	new	perspective	to	the	classic	Odyssey,	focusing	on	the	womens	side	of	the	story.	It	is	an	essential	addition	to	the	collection	of	anyone	interested	in	historys	untold	and	marginalized	voices.	Which	of	us	can	resist	the	temptation	of
being	thought	indispensable?	The	book	spotlights	womens	views,	enhancing	often	overlooked	roles	in	myths.	The	detailed	portrayal	of	Penelope	and	others	turns	mythic	names	into	robust	characters.	Atwoods	sharp	humor	spices	up	the	narrative,	balancing	light-heartedness	with	deeper	issues.	The	unique	structure,	featuring	the	maids	chorus,	could
confuse	those	who	favor	linear	tales.	Tackling	gender	roles	and	power	systems	in	depth	might	be	too	intense	for	certain	readers.	The	novels	humorous	and	occasionally	mocking	voice	may	not	suit	those	who	like	serious	or	classic	storytelling.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Greek	Mythology,	Historical	Fiction,	Retellings	The	story	begins	with	the
birth	of	Princess	Atalanta,	who	is	abandoned	by	her	father	on	a	mountainside	because	she	is	not	the	son	he	hoped	for.	Miraculously,	she	survives,	thanks	to	the	intervention	of	a	mother	bear	and	the	protective	gaze	of	Artemis.	Raised	in	the	wild,	Atalanta	grows	up	to	be	a	fierce	and	strong	huntress,	becoming	one	of	the	best	warriors	among	Artemis
followers.	The	book	takes	a	turn	when	Atalanta	joins	the	Argonauts	on	their	quest	representing	herself	as	an	avatar	of	Artemis.	This	journey	is	marked	by	adventures	and	challenges,	during	which	Atalanta	proves	herself	to	be	as	capable	as	her	male	counterparts.	However,	as	she	starts	to	fall	in	love,	Atalanta	faces	a	difficult	choice:	staying	true	to	her
vow	to	Artemis	or	following	her	heart.	Atlanta	brings	to	life	a	formidable	character	that	explores	what	it	might	have	been	like	to	be	the	only	female	hero	in	a	world	dominated	by	men.	Its	a	story	of	adventure,	love,	and	the	struggle	to	find	ones	place	in	the	world,	making	it	a	must-read	story	of	resilience.	The	oracle	warned	that	I	would	lose	myself,	but
the	opposite	is	true.	I	am	more	myself	than	I	have	ever	been.	I	am	wild,	I	am	free.	I	am	Atalanta.	The	story	celebrates	empowerment,	grit,	and	defying	social	norms.	It	offers	a	current	womens	take	on	classic	tales,	refreshing	old	myths.	The	book	challenges	gender	stereotypes,	showing	Atalantas	athletic	prowess.	The	novels	focus	on	gender	roles,	while
significant,	may	not	interest	everyone.	The	story	may	be	potentially	daunting	for	those	unfamiliar	with	Greek	Myths.	The	storys	complex	character	interactions	might	challenge	fans	of	simpler	narratives.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fiction,	Fantasy,	Canada,	Animals,	Philosophy,	Dogs,	Mythology	Fifteen	Dogs	is	an	allegorical	novel	that	centers	on	a	group
of	fifteen	dogs	who	are	granted	human	consciousness	and	language	by	the	Greek	gods	Hermes	and	Apollo.	The	story	unfolds	in	Toronto,	where	these	dogs	escape	to	form	their	own	society	in	High	Park.	The	novel	delves	into	various	themes,	such	as	the	nature	of	intelligence,	the	complexities	of	communication,	love,	and	friendship,	and	the	existential
crises	that	arise	from	self-awareness.	The	dogs	individual	experiences	and	fates	are	portrayed	against	the	backdrop	of	their	interactions	with	humans	and	each	other,	bringing	to	light	the	profound	questions	about	the	essence	of	happiness	and	the	true	nature	of	being.	Its	a	compelling	read	for	those	interested	in	philosophical	fiction	and	exploring
human	nature	through	an	unconventional	lens.	Perfect	understanding	between	beings	is	no	guarantor	of	happiness.	To	perfectly	understand	anothers	madness,	for	instance,	is	to	be	mad	oneself.	The	book	weaves	in	smart,	light	humor,	balancing	its	profound	themes.	Each	dog	has	a	distinct	personality,	allowing	for	rich	character	development.
Through	the	eyes	of	the	dogs,	the	book	explores	what	it	means	to	be	human,	delving	into	themes	of	intelligence,	emotion,	and	morality.	The	book	plays	with	language,	inventing	a	canine	lingo	that	could	confuse	some.	It	probes	existence,	thinking,	and	feeling	deeply,	potentially	overwhelming	those	who	seek	simple	plots.	The	storys	deep	emotion	and
darker	moments,	like	pain	and	death	themes,	could	unsettle	certain	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Greek	Mythology,	Fantasy,	Historical	Fiction,	Retellings	The	book	takes	place	in	the	kingdom	of	Ithaca,	where	King	Odysseus	has	been	absent	for	17	years	after	going	to	war	with	Troy.	In	his	absence,	the	women	of	Ithaca,	led	by	Penelope,	Odysseuss
queen,	have	been	left	to	run	the	kingdom.	Penelope	is	depicted	as	a	loyal	wife	waiting	for	her	husbands	return	and	a	strong,	astute	leader	who	deeply	loves	her	land	and	people.	From	Heras	perspective,	this	retelling	highlights	these	womens	struggles	and	resilience.	The	book	offers	a	fresh	portrayal	of	Penelope,	showing	her	capability	to	navigate	the
political	landscape,	deal	with	suitors	vying	for	her	hand,	and	the	power	that	comes	with	it,	as	well	as	other	external	threats,	which	makes	this	book	a	compelling	read.	I	was	a	queen	of	women	once,	before	my	husband	bound	me	with	chains	and	made	me	a	queen	of	wives.	Ithaca	stands	out	for	its	vibrant	and	multifaceted	women	characters.	The	book
delves	deeply	into	human	feelings,	connecting	with	many	readers.	The	novel	examines	fate,	authority,	and	humanity,	encouraging	deep	reflection.	The	book	graphically	depicts	its	eras	cruelty,	potentially	unsettling	readers.	Intricate	and	flawed	characters	may	prevent	some	readers	from	relating	to	them.	The	book	centers	on	womens	challenges	in	a
patriarchal	society,	which	may	not	interest	all	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Mythology,	Non-fiction,	Classics,	History,	School,	Religion,	Short	Stories	This	book	retells	27	Greek	myths,	immersing	readers	in	the	era	of	the	Olympian	gods	ancient	and	savage	rule.	It	brings	to	life	the	major	gods	and	goddesses,	as	well	as	the	lesser-known	deities,
Titans,	Giants,	and,	of	course,	the	iconic	heroes	of	Greek	mythology.	It	doesnt	oversimplify	these	stories;	the	book	maintains	much	of	their	symbolism	and	connection	to	ancient	Greek	culture,	making	it	a	good	reference	for	mythological	wisdom	and	history.	These	stories	provide	a	cultural	and	moral	framework,	offering	guidance	on	virtue,	morality,
and	the	consequences	of	actions.	They	encourage	readers	to	reflect	on	their	own	choices	and	the	broader	impact	of	their	actions.	The	book	might	encourage	further	reading	on	Greek	mythology	and	Graves	writings.	These	myths	give	readers	insights	into	ancient	Greeces	values,	beliefs,	and	customs.	The	book	focuses	on	mythology	and	offers
educational	insights	into	ancient	Greek	culture	and	religion.	As	a	mid-20th-century	work,	the	books	take	on	mythology	may	not	match	current	views.	The	book	targets	young	readers	and	may	not	satisfy	those	seeking	scholarly	depth	in	Greek	mythology.	Simplified	for	accessibility,	it	might	lose	some	original	myth	complexity,	disappointing	those
wanting	comprehensive	knowledge.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fiction,	LGBT,	Queer,	Mythology,	Contemporary,	Romance,	Retellings	The	book	reinterprets	Ovids	metamorphosis	myth	of	Iphis,	skillfully	adapted	to	a	modern-day	setting.	This	novella	is	set	in	the	Scottish	town	of	Inverness	and	revolves	around	two	sisters,	Anthea	and	Imogen,	who	both
work	for	Pure,	a	bottled	water	company.	The	story	takes	an	intriguing	turn	when	Anthea	falls	in	love	with	Robin,	a	genderqueer	environmental	activist,	delving	into	themes	of	homophobia,	corporate	and	social	responsibility,	and	the	transformative	power	of	love.	What	sets	Girl	Meets	Boy	apart	is	its	delightful	blend	of	contemporary	issues	with	ancient
myth.	Smith	reimagines	a	classical	story	for	modern	readers	and	infuses	it	with	relevant	social	commentary,	making	it	a	novel	that	resonates	with	todays	issues.	And	it	was	always	the	stories	that	needed	the	telling	that	gave	us	the	rope	we	could	cross	any	river	with.	The	novel	strongly	promotes	standing	firm	for	personal	convictions.	The	books	humor
and	wordplay	make	it	an	enjoyable	and	thought-provoking	read.	It	challenges	conventional	narratives	and	societal	norms	regarding	relationships	and	love.	The	book	includes	homophobia,	misogyny,	and	sexism,	which	may	upset	or	trigger	certain	readers.	The	novel	focuses	on	characters	over	the	plot,	possibly	not	meeting	the	expectations	of	those
who	favor	plot-focused	stories.	It	tackles	complex	issues	such	as	gender	fluidity	and	social	duty,	which	are	potentially	difficult	or	unattractive	to	some	readers.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Urban	Fantasy,	Young	Adult,	Paranormal,	Romance,	Greek	Mythology	In	Antigoddess,	the	old	gods	are	not	immortal	and	are,	in	fact,	dying.	Athena	and	Hermes	find
themselves	suffering	from	mysterious	and	slow	decay.	In	their	quest	for	answers	and	survival,	they	travel	the	world	to	gather	allies	and	face	old	and	new	enemies.	Unaware	of	the	existence	of	gods	and	her	own	extraordinary	past,	Cassandra	and	her	high-school	boyfriend	Aidan,	who	harbors	his	divine	secret,	become	entangled	in	a	war	involving	gods.
This	portrayal	of	gods	losing	their	immortality	and	struggling	for	survival	adds	a	layer	of	vulnerability	and	depth	to	these	figures,	making	them	more	relatable	and	intriguing.	Its	a	book	that	should	not	be	missed	by	readers	who	enjoy	a	blend	of	myth	and	modernity	and	who	are	intrigued	by	the	idea	of	ancient	gods	navigating	the	challenges	and
complexities	of	the	modern	world.	Fate	was	the	only	lesson	a	god	needed	to	learn.	It	was	their	only	hard	limit.	The	novel	brings	depth	to	Greek	mythological	figures,	making	them	compelling	and	relatable.	Antigoddess	examines	mortality	and	divinity,	questioning	how	immortals	handle	their	possible	end.	The	interactions	between	the	gods,	with	their
varied	histories	and	personalities,	add	depth	and	complexity.	Knowing	Greek	mythology	can	improve	enjoyment,	possibly	hindering	those	with	less	background.	The	books	dark	take	on	mythology	may	not	suit	those	seeking	a	lighter,	classic	portrayal	of	Greek	gods.	Modern	versions	of	the	gods	in	the	novel	might	clash	with	some	readers	traditional
views	on	these	characters.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fiction,	Africa,	Contemporary,	Nigeria,	African	Literature	The	story	follows	the	life	of	Chinonso,	a	humble	poultry	farmer	whose	life	takes	a	dramatic	turn	when	he	encounters	and	prevents	a	woman,	Ndali,	from	committing	suicide.	This	act	of	kindness	sparks	a	deep	connection	between	them,	leading
to	a	love	affair	that	faces	significant	challenges,	particularly	from	Ndalis	affluent	family.	Chinonsos	journey	is	marked	by	his	efforts	to	elevate	his	status	to	be	deemed	worthy	of	Ndali	by	her	family.	The	book	is	a	must-read	for	those	interested	in	exploring	themes	of	love,	sacrifice,	and	the	complexities	of	human	destiny	through	the	lens	of	African
literature.	Its	portrayal	of	the	struggles	faced	by	many	in	pursuit	of	a	better	life	makes	it	relatable	to	many.	The	true	being	of	a	man	is	hidden	behind	the	wall	of	flesh	and	blood	from	the	eyes	of	everyone	else,	including	his	own.	The	book	examines	social	class	struggles,	enriching	the	story.	The	novel	vividly	portrays	Nigerian	life,	teaching	about	its
culture	and	daily	life.	It	reveals	deep	truths	about	hope,	desperation,	and	yearning	for	improvement.	The	books	deep	use	of	Igbo	cosmology	and	culture	may	be	hard	for	those	new	to	it.	The	storys	unique	narrative	voice	may	make	it	difficult	to	connect	with	the	characters.	The	main	characters	many	struggles	make	the	story	sad,	possibly	not	for	those
who	like	upbeat	tales.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Fantasy,	Fiction,	Humor,	Greek	Mythology,	Romance,	Contemporary	In	Gods	Behaving	Badly,	the	Greek	gods	are	portrayed	in	a	contemporary	setting,	living	in	London	with	diminishing	powers	due	to	their	lack	of	belief.	The	story	centers	around	a	young	woman	named	Alice,	who	unknowingly	finds
herself	working	as	a	cleaning	lady	in	a	flat	occupied	by	these	fallen	gods.	The	plot	thickens	when	Apollo,	one	of	the	gods,	falls	in	love	with	Alice.	What	sets	Gods	Behaving	Badly	apart	is	its	humorous	and	irreverent	take	on	the	Olympian	gods,	placing	them	in	a	modern,	mundane	context	and	exploring	how	they	cope	with	their	fading	powers	and
relevance.	It	combines	elements	of	fantasy,	humor,	and	mythology,	creating	a	book	that	readers	who	enjoy	a	light-hearted	take	on	classical	mythology	shouldnt	miss,	blending	the	ancient	with	the	contemporary	in	an	entertaining	and	thought-provoking	way.	Gods	were	always	tricking	each	other	into	looking	foolish;	if	they	didnt,	the	world	would
probably	be	too	bored	to	keep	it	going.	The	book	humorously	yet	insightfully	critiques	modern	belief	and	heroism.	The	gods	appear	arrogant	and	naive;	their	faded	powers	create	humor	in	todays	world.	At	its	heart,	theres	a	touching	human	love	story,	providing	a	nice	contrast	to	the	gods	antics.	Readers	may	find	the	novels	shift	from	comedy	to
seriousness	too	abrupt.	The	books	humor	is	often	crude,	possibly	clashing	with	tastes	for	milder,	family-friendly	jokes.	Experts	in	Greek	mythology	may	view	the	books	approach	as	too	shallow	or	not	true	enough	to	the	myths.	Buy	on	Amazon	Genres:	Historical	Fiction,	Greek	Mythology,	Fantasy,	Retellings	Clytemnestra,	after	being	deceived	and
having	witnessed	the	sacrifice	of	her	daughter,	is	consumed	by	a	desire	for	revenge.	This	leads	her	to	murder	Agamemnon	upon	his	return	from	the	Trojan	War	alongside	her	lover	Aegisthus.	The	story	then	follows	Orestes,	who	embarks	on	a	journey	of	self-discovery	and	befriends	Leander,	an	exile	like	himself.	Meanwhile,	Electra	seeks	vengeance
against	her	mother	for	Agamemnons	murder.	The	novel	offers	a	compelling	look	at	the	dynamics	of	power,	betrayal,	and	vengeance	within	a	family,	making	it	an	essential	read	for	those	interested	in	Greek	mythology	and	dramatic	storytelling.	The	memory	of	my	name	will	last	longer	than	the	lives	of	many	men.	It	tackles	power,	betrayal,	and	revenge
in	ways	that	appeal	to	modern	readers.	The	book	challenges	gender	norms	with	strong	female	characters	leading	the	plot.	Clytemnestra,	Orestes,	and	Electra	narrate	the	story,	each	providing	a	fresh,	captivating	angle.	The	book	starts	conventionally,	suggesting	a	typical	Greek	tragedy	before	diverging	into	original	twists.	Tibns	reserved	writing	style
during	intense	scenes	may	disappoint	those	wanting	more	vivid	descriptions.	Complex	relations	between	characters	like	Clytemnestra,	Electra,	and	Orestes	may	challenge	those	who	favor	simple	interactions.	These	ancient	myths,	with	their	complex	characters	and	intricate	plots,	continue	to	resonate	with	us,	offering	a	window	into	a	past	that	still
shapes	our	present.	They	remind	us	of	the	power	of	storytelling	and	how	it	can	transform	our	understanding	of	the	world	around	us.	Whether	youve	found	yourself	inspired	by	the	strength	of	Achilles,	the	wisdom	of	Athena,	or	the	cunning	of	Odysseus,	these	stories	have	the	ability	to	connect	us	across	time	and	space,	speaking	to	the	shared	essence	of
our	existence.	And	who	knows?	By	the	end,	you	might	just	find	yourself	plotting	your	own	quest.	Remember,	in	Greek	mythology,	everythings	possibleespecially	the	improbable!	Athena	presides	over	the	voting	for	the	award	of	the	arms	of	Achilles,	c.	490	BC.	Heritage	Images	via	Getty	ImagesWhen	people	hear	myth	or	mythology,	they	often	think	of
fictional	stories,	but	for	early	Greek	poets,	myths	were	more	than	fictionthey	were	an	art	form,	embedding	truths	about	life,	the	gods	and	the	world.	Greek	mythology,	born	in	the	oral	traditions	of	the	late	Bronze	Age,	gradually	found	its	way	into	written	texts	that	became	foundational	in	classical	literature.	These	stories,	rich	with	gods,	heroes	and
monsters,	have	been	integral	to	Mediterranean	cultural	history.	For	centuries,	these	myths	have	intrigued	generations,	shaping	their	views	on	human	nature	and	the	impact	of	war,	the	gods	and	cause	and	effect.	Greek	myths	cover	various	issues,	including	fate,	rebellion,	heroism,	violence,	non-conformity	and	hubris,	while	addressing	everyday
concerns	like	the	weather	and	human	emotions.	This	duality	contributes	to	its	timelessness,	making	it	a	cornerstone	of	Western	literature,	art	and	culture.	The	Funeral	Procession	of	Agamemnon,	1787.	Creator:	Louis	Jean	Desprez.	Getty	Images	With	origins	dating	back	to	around	1200	BCE	during	the	Mycenaean	civilization,	Greek	mythology	reached
its	peak	in	written	form	in	the	8th	century	BCE	with	works	like	Homers	epic	poems	Iliad	and	The	Odyssey.	Depending	on	how	the	stories	are	presented,	Greek	myths	fall	under	the	literary	genres	of	fantasy,	epic	poetry	and	classical	literature,	and	in	academic	settings,	the	impact	of	Greek	mythology	has	been	studied	for	its	effect	on	tragedy,	epics	and
historical	fiction.	This	list	ranks	the	best	Greek	mythology	books	based	on	their	contributions	to	mythological	literary	agency,	relevance	and	classic	appeal.	Some	recurring	characters	in	almost	every	Greek	myth	are	Apollo,	Athena,	Helen	of	Troy,	Odysseus,	Hercules	(Heracles)	and	Medusa,	just	to	name	a	few.	Several	famous	authors	on	this	list
include	Magaret	Atwood,	Natalie	Haynes,	Edith	Hamilton,	Madeline	Miller,	Robert	Graves	and	Homer.38.	Aphrodite	to	Zeus:	An	Encyclopedia	of	Greek	and	Roman	Mythology	by	Luke	and	Monica	Roman	(2011)	The	expansive	world	of	Greek	mythology	features	complex	characters	and	favorites	that	have	become	ancient	storyline	staples.	This
encyclopedia	by	the	Roman	family	is	an	accessible	and	comprehensive	guide	for	readers	who	are	not	accustomed	to	reading	Greek	mythology	material.	The	authors	of	this	book	analyze	the	main	characters,	gods	and	goddesses	that	have	been	the	primary	subjects	of	Greek	myths	and	storytelling.	This	illustrative	book	also	offers	a	literary	reflection	on
how	Greek	mythology	has	evolved	vastly	since	its	inception	and	influenced	tribes,	cultures	and	lifestyles	globally.	This	book	is	not	an	original	Greek	myth	or	retelling	per	se,	but	a	great	companion	to	important	Greek	mythology	stories	and	their	historical	context.	Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	havent	read	much	Greek	mythology	and	are	curious
about	its	themes	and	characters	without	the	overwhelmingly	academic	approach	some	encyclopedias	take.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Christianbook.37.	Greek	Myths:	Gods,	Heroes,	and	Monsters:	Their	Sources,	Their	Stories,	and	Their	Meanings	by	Ellen	Switzer	(1988)Ellen	Switzers	explanation	of	Greek	myths	gives	readers	an
intelligent	probe	into	the	stories	of	the	prominent	protagonists	that	have	formed	the	basis	of	Greek	storytelling.	Switzers	account	provides	a	holistic	baseline	for	understanding	the	gods,	heroes,	creatures	and	monsters	in	a	way	that	does	more	than	merely	retell	their	stories.	Instead,	it	explains	their	motivations,	the	context	within	each	myth,	and	the
historical	and	religious	roots	that	informed	how	these	stories	were	passed	down	through	generations.	This	book	is	not	an	original	Greek	myth	story	but	a	reinterpretation	of	Greek	mythology,	focusing	on	the	protagonists	who	breathed	life	into	its	most	important	stories.Who	should	read	this?	The	book	combines	research	and	accessible	storytelling	to
appeal	to	readers	interested	in	classical	mythology	or	Greek	culture.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Better	World	Books.36.	Medusa:	The	Girl	Behind	the	Myth	by	Jessie	Burton	(2021)Many	authors	have	retold	the	classic	story	of	Medusa	a	few	times,	so	the	story	has	several	variations.	Jessie	Burtons	Medusa,	however,	is	a	feminist	and
empathetic	retelling	of	Medusas	transformation	from	a	beautiful	maiden	to	a	snake-haired	monster.	Rather	than	vilifying	Medusa,	Burtons	work	is	a	vindication	of	victimized	women	and	an	admonishment	of	broader	society	to	reconsider	how	it	punishes	and	isolates	those	who	have	been	mistreated.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	fascinated	by	feminist
retellings	of	mythology	and	exploring	the	less-popular	perspectives	of	well-known	myths.	Its	also	excellent	for	those	who	enjoy	stories	about	justice,	victimhood	and	societal	blame.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Bloomsbury."Head	of	Medusa"	found	in	the	Collection	of	Art	History	Museum	in	Vienna,	Austria.	Getty	Images35.	The	Lost	Books	of
the	Odyssey	by	Zachary	Mason	(2007)Zachary	Masons	The	Lost	Books	of	the	Odyssey	is	a	reimagining	of	Homers	classics,	Iliad	and	The	Odyssey,	following	Odysseus	on	his	journey	home	after	the	fall	of	Troy.	Mason	offers	a	unique	spin	on	the	classic	through	a	compilation	that	creatively	interpolates	and	reinterprets	the	original	storyline.	Each
fragment	in	this	book	discusses	aspects	of	epic	poems,	frequently	changing	narrators	and	subjects	to	provide	alternative	perspectives	and	retellings.	The	Lost	Books	of	the	Odyssey	encompasses	all	the	elements	of	myth,	adventure	and	human	experience,	reimagined	innovatively	to	breathe	new	life	into	the	ancient	epic.Who	should	read	this?	This	book
is	a	good	pick	for	readers	interested	in	innovative	storytelling	and	mythological	deconstruction.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Macmillan	Publishers.34.	Gods	Behaving	Badly	by	Marie	Phillips	(2007)In	Gods	Behaving	Badly,	Marie	Phillips	brings	the	ancient	Greek	gods	down	to	earth	by	placing	them	in	a	rundown	house	in	modern-day
London.	The	story	follows	the	interactions	of	these	gods	with	mortals	and	the	chaotic	aftermath	that	can	happen	when	they	become	caught	up	in	romantic	affairs.	Phillips	book	is	a	modern	retelling	of	Greek	mythology	with	a	comedic	twist,	painting	the	gods	not	as	distant	deities	but	as	flawed	beings	struggling	to	find	their	identities	in	a	world	that	no
longer	worships	them.	The	novel	is	a	decent	juxtaposition	of	the	eternal	and	the	divine,	arguing	that	even	the	sacred	are	not	immune	to	the	struggles	of	existence.Who	should	read	this?	This	book	is	perfect	for	readers	who	enjoy	satire	and	mythological	characters	in	contemporary	settings.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random
House.33.	Till	We	Have	Faces:	A	Myth	Retold	by	C.	S.	Lewis	(1956)C.S.	Lewis	final	novel,	Till	We	Have	Faces,	is	a	two-part	retelling	of	the	myth	of	Cupid	and	Psyche	from	the	perspective	of	Psyches	eldest	sister,	Orual.	The	plot	is	set	in	the	ancient	kingdom	of	Glome,	and	Orual,	the	unattractive	daughter	of	Trom,	the	king	of	Glome,	writes	her	life
story,	complaining	to	the	gods	she	believes	have	been	unfair	to	her.	She	shares	a	bond	with	her	beautiful	half-sister	Psyche,	whose	beauty,	kindness	and	grace	charm	everyone	around	her.	However,	when	a	plague	and	famine	afflict	the	kingdom,	the	people	believe	the	wrath	of	the	gods	is	upon	them.	Desperate	to	appease	the	unseen	god	of	the	Grey
Mountain,	they	offer	Psyche	as	a	sacrifice.Who	should	read	this?	This	modern	retelling	is	suitable	for	readers	interested	in	reinterpretations	of	classic	tragedies	with	themes	like	jealousy,	betrayal,	loss,	guilt	and	reformation.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	HarperCollins	Publishers.32.	The	Lightning	Thief	by	Rick	Riordan	(2005)Rick	Riordans
The	Lightning	Thief	set	the	stage	for	his	acclaimed	Percy	Jackson	&	the	Olympians	book	series,	introducing	readers	to	Percy	Jackson,	a	12-year-old	boy	living	in	modern-day	New	York	City	who	discovers	he	is	a	demigodthe	son	of	Poseidon,	the	Greek	god	of	the	sea,	and	a	mortal	mother.	Percys	life	has	always	been	complicated,	regardless	of	his	link	to
royalty.	He	struggles	with	dyslexia	and	ADHD	and	frequently	finds	himself	at	the	center	of	strange	and	unexplainable	incidents.	In	this	book,	Riordan	mixes	timeless	myths	with	contemporary	life,	making	the	stories	of	gods,	heroes	and	monsters	accessible	and	entertaining	for	younger	audiences.Who	should	read	this?	The	Lightning	Thief	is	ideal	for
young	readers	who	enjoy	adventure	and	fantasy.	Its	also	an	excellent	choice	for	anyone	interested	in	a	modern	twist	on	Greek	mythology.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.31.	The	Greek	Myths	by	Robert	Graves	(1955)Robert	Gravess	The	Greek	Myths	is	a	creative	mythography	with	a	twist	on	the	ancient	stories	of	Greece.	In
this	book,	Graves	relies	on	credible	sources	of	ancient	literature	and	his	poetic	capacity	to	forensically	examine	mythology	in	a	compilation	that	recounts	the	myths	and	provides	some	context	for	their	historical	backgrounds.	Graves	presents	the	myths	as	narratives	emerging	from	three	ritualistic	stages,	often	viewing	them	as	historical	records	of
struggles	between	Greek	kings	and	moon-worshiping	priestesses.	Graves	positions	the	Bronze	Age	as	a	society	transitioning	from	matriarchal	rule	under	the	Pelasgians	to	patriarchal	control	influenced	by	conquering	Greek-speaking	tribes.	During	this	transformation,	local	kings	arrived	as	foreign	princes	who	reigned	by	marrying	the	hereditary
queena	representation	of	the	Triple	Goddessand	were	ritually	killed	after	six	months.Who	should	read	this?	This	book	is	great	for	readers	interested	in	understanding	the	layers	of	mythology	and	its	connections	to	historical	societal	shifts.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.Heads	of	Artemis,	Demeter	and	Anytos.Universal
Images	Group	via	Getty	Images30.	Venus	and	Adonis	by	William	Shakespeare	(1593)Legend	has	it	that	Venus	and	Adonis	were	likely	William	Shakespeares	first	foray	into	poetry.	The	mythically	informed	narrative	poem	follows	the	story	of	Venus,	the	goddess	of	love,	and	her	one-sided	affection	for	Adonis,	a	handsome	young	man	more	interested	in
hunting	than	in	falling	in	love.	Shakespeare	uses	eroticism,	comedy	and	tragedy	to	express	the	nature	of	love	and	observations	of	the	natural	world.	The	poem	is	written	in	stanzas	of	six	lines	of	iambic	pentameter	with	an	ABABCC	rhyme	scheme.	Despite	launching	his	career	as	a	poet	with	this	poem,	many	literary	critics	are	not	particularly	impressed
by	it,	as	it	is	primarily	considered	a	work	of	fan	fiction	rather	than	of	Shakespeare's	imagination.	By	1640,	the	poem	had	been	reprinted	fifteen	times	and	was	frequently	quoted	in	journals,	letters	and	plays	of	that	period.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	interested	in	mythological	stories	retold	with	poetic	panache.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this
book?	Project	Gutenberg.29.	Ithaka	by	Adle	Geras	(2015)In	Ithaka,	Adle	Geras	retells	the	story	of	Penelope	waiting	for	Odysseus	from	the	perspective	of	Klymene,	her	young	companion.	The	novel	explores	love,	loyalty	and	the	heartache	of	waiting,	bringing	depth	to	the	consequences	of	war	and	absence.	During	this	waiting	time,	the	island	of	Ithaka	is
flooded	with	suitors	from	surrounding	lands	who	want	to	marry	Penelope	and	take	control	of	the	kingdom.	However,	things	take	an	interesting	turn	when	a	naked,	half-drowned	man	washes	up	on	the	beach.	This	retelling	focuses	on	themes	of	love,	loyalty	and	the	emotional	toll	of	waiting.	Geras	also	enriches	the	story	with	details	about	daily	life	and
the	impact	of	war	and	absence	on	families	in	a	way	that	feels	universally	relevant.Who	should	read	this?	Ithaka	is	ideal	for	young	adults	and	readers	early	in	their	literary	journey,	as	it	features	mythology-themed	books	and	historical	fiction.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.28.	Women	Who	Run	With	The	Wolves	by
Clarissa	Pinkola	Ests	(1995)This	book	might	not	solely	focus	on	Greek	mythology,	but	it	draws	from	Greek	myths,	intercultural	myths,	folk	tales	and	other	cultural	theories	to	explain	the	psychological	and	spiritual	aspects	of	the	female	psyche.	Women	Who	Run	With	the	Wolves	explores	the	wild	feminine	spirit,	filled	with	stories	and	myths	that	guide
women	to	reclaim	their	wisdom	and	strength.	Clarissa	Pinkola	Ests,	a	Jungian	analyst	and	storyteller,	uses	myths	from	various	cultures,	including	Greek	mythology,	to	understand	the	psyche	of	the	Wild	Woman	archetype	and	offer	insight	into	the	female	experience	related	to	creativity	and	the	journey	toward	self-discovery.Who	should	read	this?	This
book	is	suited	for	readers	interested	in	psychology,	feminism,	mythology	and	personal	development.	It	is	also	great	for	readers	seeking	to	broaden	their	understanding	of	feminine	experiences	through	mythical	storytelling.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.27.	Fifteen	Dogs	by	Andr	Alexis	(2015)In	Fifteen	Dogs,	a	bet
between	the	gods	Hermes	and	Apollo	grants	human	consciousness	and	intellect	to	15	dogs	spending	the	night	at	a	veterinary	clinic	in	Toronto.	The	dogs	struggle	with	their	new	reality	after	discovering	they	can	think	and	function	like	humans.	Some	dogs	push	back	against	the	change,	while	others	enjoy	their	new	reality	and	embrace	their	semi-
human	lifestyle.	Each	dog's	humanized	journey	is	different:	Wily	Benjy	moves	from	home	to	home,	Prince	becomes	a	poet	and	Majnoun	forms	a	strong	and	unexpected	bond	with	a	kind	couple.	The	story	blends	contemporary	ideas	and	mythological	elements,	with	Hermes	and	Apollo	acting	as	catalysts	to	frame	the	narrative.Who	should	read	this?
Readers	who	enjoy	stories	with	unconventional	perspectiveslike	animals	grappling	with	human	intellectwill	find	this	book	engaging.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Coach	House	Books.26.	An	Orchestra	of	Minorities	by	Chigozie	Obioma	(2019)In	An	Orchestra	of	Minorities,	Chigozie	Obioma	reimagines	Homers	The	Odyssey	within	modern
Nigeria,	incorporating	Igbo	cosmology.	Narrated	by	the	protagonists	chi	(guardian	spirit),	the	novel	explores	themes	of	love,	sacrifice	and	betrayal	through	a	cross-cultural	lens.	Obioma	follows	the	journey	of	Chinonso,	a	poultry	farmer	whose	life	takes	a	dramatic	turn	when	he	prevents	a	woman	named	Ndali	from	committing	suicide.	Chinonso	and
Ndali	fall	in	love,	but	Ndalis	wealthy	family	objects	to	their	relationship	because	they	find	Chinonso	socially	unworthy.	Determined	to	prove	himself,	Chinonso	sells	all	his	property	to	pursue	an	education	in	Cyprus,	where	he	encounters	lies	and	deceit.	The	story	is	narrated	by	Chinonsos	chi,	adding	spiritual	depth	to	the	narrative.Who	should	read	this?
This	book	is	ideal	for	readers	curious	about	the	global	impact	of	classic	Greek	mythology	in	literature.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Hachette	Book	Group.25.	Lore	by	Alexandra	Bracken	(2021)Alexandra	Brackens	Lore	is	an	urban	fantasy	novel	combining	Greek	mythology	with	contemporary	reality	to	retell	ancient	history.	Set	in	a	brutal
world,	every	seven	years,	the	Agona	deadly	gamecompels	nine	gods	to	walk	the	earth	as	human	beings	while	descendants	of	ancient	bloodlines	like	Perseus	and	Achilles	prey	on	them	to	take	over	their	divine	powers.	These	descendants	are	motivated	by	a	centuries-old	feud	fueled	by	violence,	loyalty,	honor	and	vengeance.Who	should	read	this?
Readers	who	enjoy	fast-paced	action,	Greek	mythology,	and	contemporary	storytelling	will	find	this	novel	engaging.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	AlexandraBracken.com.24.	Helen	of	Troy	by	Margaret	George	(2007)In	Helen	of	Troy,	Margaret	George	brings	one	of	historys	most	infamous	figures	into	sharp,	human	focus.	Rather	than
presenting	her	as	a	distant	beauty	at	the	heart	of	the	Trojan	War,	George	depicts	Helen	as	a	complex	woman	grappling	with	the	consequences	of	her	choices.	In	this	retelling,	Helen	is	more	than	the	face	that	launched	a	thousand	ships;	she	is	a	woman	afflicted	with	guilt,	love	and	the	burden	of	being	desired	but	not	understood.	This	version	portrays
Helens	regret	for	the	lives	lost	because	of	her	actions	and	desire	to	be	seen	beyond	the	narrow	labels	of	adulterer	or	goddess.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	are	willing	to	explore	misunderstood	protagonists	in	a	more	intimate	light.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.Helen	Saved	by	Venus	from	the	Wrath	of	Aeneas,
1779.	Creator:	Jacques	Henri	Sablet.Getty	Images23.	Tales	from	Ovid	by	Ted	Hughes	(1997)Ted	Hughes	Tales	from	Ovid	is	a	faithful	and	poetic	retelling	of	twenty-four	tales	from	Ovid's	Metamorphoses.	The	collection	features	timeless	myths	like	Pyramus	and	Thisbe,	the	tragic	love	story	that	later	inspired	Romeo	and	Juliet;	Echo	and	Narcissus,	a
story	of	unrequited	love	and	self-obsession;	and	Arachne,	the	story	of	a	talented	weaver	who	challenges	the	gods	and	pays	a	terrible	price.	Hughes	interpretation	infuses	visceral	descriptions,	reflecting	the	brutality,	beauty	and	tragedy	of	the	original	myths	in	a	way	that	comes	across	as	urgent	and	modern	yet	retains	classical	value.Who	should	read
this?	Ted	Hughes	Tales	from	Ovid	is	ideal	for	readers	drawn	to	the	richness	of	ancient	stories	but	who	want	to	experience	them	with	a	modern	edge.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Macmillan	Publishers.22.	The	Childrens	Homer	by	Padraic	Colum	(1926)Padraic	Colum	retells	Homers	Iliad	and	The	Odyssey	in	a	way	that	brings	the	grandeur	of
these	epic	stories	to	younger	audiences	without	diluting	their	literary	importance.	Colums	The	Childrens	Homer	introduces	figures	like	Telemachus,	who	longs	for	his	heroic	father	Odysseus;	Achilles,	the	courageous	yet	flawed	warrior;	and	Odysseus,	the	hometown	hero	whose	journey	home	is	filled	with	strife.	Colums	vision	is	to	use	vivid	prose	to
make	these	classic	stories	accessible	to	young	readers.Who	should	read	this?	The	Childrens	Homer	is	perfect	for	young	readers	beginning	their	journey	into	Greek	mythology.	Its	also	a	great	resource	for	parents,	teachers,	or	educators	who	want	to	introduce	classic	literature	in	an	engaging	way.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Simon	&
Schuster.21.	The	Children	of	Jocasta	by	Natalie	Haynes	(2017)In	this	novel,	Natalie	Haynes	gives	voice	to	Jocasta	and	Ismene,	two	often-overlooked	women	in	the	myth	of	Oedipus	and	Antigone.	Haynes	reimagines	their	roles	in	the	political	and	familial	strife	of	Thebes.	Jocasta,	the	mother	and	wife	of	Oedipus,	and	Ismene,	Antigones	sister,	are
portrayed	as	more	than	tragic	side	figures.	Their	personal	struggles	provide	a	human	touch	to	the	drama	of	divine	fate.	Haynes	explores	Jocastas	journey	from	her	marriage	to	Laius	and	Ismenes	involvement	in	the	tragic	conflict	between	Eteocles	and	Polynices.Who	should	read	this?	This	book	is	ideal	for	readers	who	enjoy	feminist	reinterpretations,
especially	of	characters	often	relegated	to	the	background.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Pan	Macmillan	Australia.20.	The	King	Must	Die	by	Mary	Renault	(1958)Mary	Renault	uses	her	historical	acumen	to	lucidly	reimagine	the	early	life	of	Theseus,	beginning	after	he	discovers	his	royal	lineage	and	claims	his	birthright	by	retrieving	the
sword	and	sandals	hidden	beneath	a	boulder.	His	journey	takes	him	through	challenges,	including	battles	with	bandits	like	Periphetes	and	Procrustes,	as	he	clears	the	dangerous	road	to	Athens.	Upon	arrival	in	Athens,	Theseus	faces	political	curiosity	and	family	tension.	However,	his	greatest	test	comes	when	he	volunteers	to	confront	the	Minotaur	in
Cretea	monstrous	half-man,	half-bull	confined	within	a	labyrinth	designed	by	Daedalus.	Renault's	vivid	depiction	of	cultural	rituals,	palace	intrigue	and	the	atmosphere	of	the	maze	brings	the	story	to	life.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	fascinated	by	realistic	retellings	of	Greek	myths	and	the	ancient	political	rituals	that	defined	its	era.Where	can	you
read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.19.	Ariadne	by	Jennifer	Saint	(2021)In	her	debut	novel,	Ariadne,	Jennifer	Saint	retells	the	myth	of	the	Cretan	princess	who	helps	Theseus	defeat	the	Minotaur,	only	to	be	cruelly	abandoned	on	the	island	of	Naxos.	The	novel	challenges	the	traditional	heroic	formula,	focusing	on	the	emotional	state	and	personal
growth	of	Ariadne.	Rather	than	simply	being	defined	by	her	love	for	Theseus,	Ariadne	undergoes	a	transformation	as	she	deals	with	the	sting	of	his	betrayal	and	her	complicity	in	the	death	of	her	brother,	the	Minotaur.	Saint	portrays	Ariadnes	journey	from	a	naive	girl	shaped	by	palace	politics	to	a	powerful	woman	who	finds	her	voice	and	forms	a
passionate	relationship	with	the	god	Dionysus.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	advocate	for	female	protagonists	to	reclaim	their	power	and	agency	within	their	stories.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Macmillan	Publishers."Bacchus	and	Ariadne"	painting	in	the	National	Gallery,	London.	Getty	Images18.	A	Thousand	Ships	by	Natalie
Haynes	(2020)Natalie	Haynes	A	Thousand	Ships	shifts	the	focus	away	from	the	male	heroes	of	the	Trojan	War	and	tells	the	stories	of	the	women	whose	lives	were	forever	changed	by	the	conflict.	From	queens	like	Hecuba	and	Helen	to	ordinary	women	caught	in	the	chaos,	Haynes	offers	rich	commentary	on	resilience,	sorrow	and	survival.	The	book
shares	the	perspectives	of	these	women,	giving	their	stories	the	same	relevance	and	weight	as	the	warriors	who	fought	the	war.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	feminist	interpretations	and	mythological	perspectives	from	women	will	find	this	book	engaging	and	thoughtful.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Pan	Macmillan.17.	The
Silence	of	the	Girls	by	Pat	Barker	(2018)In	The	Silence	of	the	Girls,	Pat	Barker	shifts	the	focus	of	the	Trojan	War	and	the	events	of	Iliad	to	Briseis,	the	enslaved	queen	who	becomes	Achilles	concubine.	Through	her	eyes,	readers	witness	the	horrors	and	trauma	of	war	from	a	perspective	that	is	often	left	silent	in	traditional	epic	poetry.	Barker	offers	an
unflinching	look	at	the	brutal	realities	faced	by	women	in	wartime	and	the	sense	of	powerlessness	that	comes	with	being	silenced	and	dismissed.	The	novel	also	features	appearances	by	many	renowned	characters	from	Iliad,	including	Priam,	Nestor,	Ajax	the	Great,	Agamemnon	and	Helen	of	Troy.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	mythology
but	want	to	experience	it	from	a	female-centered,	often	underreported	perspective.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.16.	The	Penelopiad	by	Margaret	Atwood	(2005)Margaret	Atwoods	The	Penelopiad	is	centered	around	Penelope's	reminiscences	of	what	happened	during	The	Odyssey,	her	life	in	Hades	and	her	relationship	with
her	parents.	While	the	story	is	primarily	centered	on	Penelopes	recollections,	the	twelve	maids	whom	Telemachus	hanged	also	interject	to	tell	their	sides	of	the	story	as	casualties	of	war.	Through	their	stirring	choruseslaments,	jumprope	rhymes,	idylls,	ballads	and	lecturesthe	maids	voice	their	anger,	betrayal	and	confusion,	contrasting	the	glorified
heroism	of	Odysseus.	Atwood	challenges	the	traditional	narrative	and	raises	uncomfortable	questions	about	power,	gender	and	the	consequences	for	those	left	behind	in	the	wake	of	war.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	are	open	to	books	that	empower	overlooked	protagonists	to	reclaim	their	voices	and	tell	their	stories	in	ways	that	are	impossible
to	ignore.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.15.	The	Song	of	Achilles	by	Madeline	Miller	(2011)Madeline	Millers	The	Song	of	Achilles	is	a	retelling	of	the	myth	of	Achilles	from	the	perspective	of	Patroclus,	his	closest	companion	and	lover.	After	accidentally	killing	a	nobles	son,	Patroclus	is	sent	to	Phthia,	where	he	meets	Achilles,
the	son	of	King	Peleus	and	the	sea	goddess	Thetis,	and	they	soon	bond.	Despite	Thetiss	attempts	to	separate	them,	their	friendship	deepens	into	love,	which	becomes	a	major	part	of	the	story.	Miller	goes	beyond	simply	reimagining	the	Trojan	War	and	instead	takes	an	intimate	look	at	Achilles	and	Patroclus	as	fully	realized	individuals	whose	bond	is
tested	by	the	Trojan	War	and	the	fate	that	hovers	over	them.Who	should	read	this?	Fans	of	romantic	tragedy,	modern	retellings,	or	anyone	curious	about	the	personal	lives	behind	legendary	heroes	will	enjoy	this	retelling.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	HarperCollins	Publishers.14.	Circe	by	Madeline	Miller	(2018)In	Circe,	Madeline	Miller
follows	the	legendary	witchs	story,	offering	readers	insight	into	the	isolated	life	of	Circe,	who	is	born	to	Helios,	the	sun	god,	and	the	nymph	Perse	but	is	scorned	for	being	weak	and	unattractive.	Her	familys	neglect	inspires	her	to	turn	to	forbidden	magic	to	carve	out	her	own	path.	After	her	bad	romance	with	Glaucuswhom	she	transforms	into	a
godher	jealousy	pushes	her	to	curse	his	lover,	the	nymph	Scylla,	and	transform	her	into	a	monstrous	beast.	As	Circe	hones	her	powers,	she	crosses	paths	with	other	well-known	mythical	figures	like	Hermes,	Jason,	Medea	and	Odysseus,	with	whom	she	forms	a	close	relationship.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	stories	following	the	evolution
of	underdogs	who	rise	from	being	neglected	to	fiercely	independent	and	self-sufficient.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.13.	Mythology:	Timeless	Tales	of	Gods	and	Heroes	by	Edith	Hamilton	(1942)In	Mythology:	Timeless	Tales	of	Gods	and	Heroes,	Edith	Hamilton	draws	inspiration	from	ancient	sources	to	explain	the	myths	of
gods,	heroes,	and	epic	stories	in	a	way	that	the	average	modern	reader	can	understand.	The	book	also	gives	readers	a	well-researched	idea	of	the	cultural	perspectives	that	defined	the	myths	of	that	time	and	their	continued	influence.	Hamiltons	flawless	narrations	of	important	Greek	mythology	stories	are	one	reason	her	book	remains	a	staple	in
classrooms	and	among	mythology	enthusiasts.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	of	all	ages	interested	in	understanding	Western	mythology	or	exploring	its	references	in	art	and	literature.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Barnes	&	Noble.12.	Pandoras	Jar:	Women	in	the	Greek	Myths	by	Natalie	Haynes	(2020)Natalie	Haynes	flips	the	script	again
with	Pandoras	Jar,	a	story	that	deliberately	brings	often	untold	women	to	the	forefront.	Haynes	critically	examines	women	like	Pandora	and	Medusa,	re-examining	their	stories	with	wit	and	scholarship.	She	shows	that	these	women,	with	their	complex	and	significant	backgrounds,	were	more	than	simplistic	figures	who	were	vilified	or	sidelined.
Haynes	examines	the	stories	of	Pandora	(who	opened	a	jar,	not	a	box),	Medea	(who	was	more	than	just	a	vengeful	woman)	and	Medusa	(punished,	not	monstrous	by	choice),	among	others.Who	should	read	this?	This	is	an	essential	read	for	anyone	ready	to	reconsider	traditional	portrayals	of	these	mythological	women	and	accept	the	idea	that	one-
sided	stories	can	be	misleading	and	even	dangerous.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	HarperCollins	Publishers.11.	The	Library	of	Apollodorus	by	Apollodorus	(translated	1921)The	Library	of	Apollodorus,	or	Bibliotheca,	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	learning	about	classical	antiquity	from	one	of	its	most	credible	primary	sources.
Apollodorus	combines	a	compendium	of	Greek	myths	and	legends	to	offer	readers	a	chronological	yet	classic	guide	to	Greek	mythologystarting	from	the	birth	of	the	cosmos	to	the	fall	of	Troy.	Written	between	the	1st	and	2nd	centuries	A.D.,	the	book	traces	the	adventures	of	heroes	like	Jason,	Heracles,	Perseus	and	Helen	of	Troy,	providing	an	entire
genealogy	of	mythological	families.	This	detailed	material	has	helped	shape	mythological	scholarship	for	centuries,	influencing	everyone	from	ancient	writers	to	modern	classicists	like	Robert	Graves.Who	should	read	this?	Avid	readers	who	want	to	understand	the	core	of	Greek	mythology.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	National	Library	of
Australia.10.	The	Argonautica	by	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	(translated	2008)The	Argonautica	by	Apollonius	Rhodius	is	a	poetic	epic	that	narrates	the	story	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	daring	quest	to	retrieve	the	Golden	Fleece	from	remote	Colchis.	Apollonius	successfully	combines	adventure,	romance	and	mythological	drama	to	create	a	3rd-century	B.C.
Greek	masterpiece	known	for	its	emotional	focus	on	the	relationship	between	Jason	and	Medea	and	its	scholarly	emphasis.	The	Argonautica	is	often	considered	one	of	the	first	epics	to	analyze	the	psychology	of	love	and	is	credited	as	one	of	the	original	blueprints	of	the	romance	novel	genre.	The	book	was	written	in	the	third	century	B.C.	but	published
in	2008.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	drawn	to	epic	stories	about	heroism,	complicated	love,	and	ancient	drama	will	be	captivated	by	this	story.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Project	Gutenberg.9.	Oedipus	Rex	by	Sophocles	(430	and	426	B.C.)Sophocles'	Oedipus	Rex	has	all	the	makings	of	a	pulsating	thrillerdrama,	hubris	and	a	doomed
fate.	In	this	tragedy,	Sophocles	examines	what	it	means	to	be	caught	in	the	crosshairs	of	fate	and	free	will,	using	Oedipus,	the	King	of	Thebes,	as	his	muse.	After	Oedipus	unknowingly	kills	his	father,	King	Laius,	and	marries	his	mother,	Queen	Jocasta,	he	is	determined	to	uncover	the	truth,	but	this	investigation	leads	to	his	own	downfall.	In	the	end,
Oedipus	is	destroyed	by	the	very	fate	he	sought	to	escape.	Sophocles	portrays	the	timeless	irony	that	no	one,	not	even	a	king,	can	outrun	destiny.	The	play	greatly	influenced	Aristotles	aesthetic	theory	of	drama	in	Poetics	and	Sigmund	Freuds	development	of	the	Oedipus	complex.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	appreciate	stories	about	free	will,
cause	and	effect,	and	moral	dilemmas.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	The	University	of	Chicago	Press.8.	The	Bacchae	by	Euripides	(405	B.C.)In	The	Bacchae,	Euripides	explores	the	link	between	chaos	and	order,	instinct	and	reason,	through	a	tragedy	rich	in	psychological	and	mythological	depth.	The	play	centers	around	the	myth	of	King
Pentheus	of	Thebes	and	his	mother,	Agave,	who	are	punished	by	the	god	Dionysus,	Pentheus's	cousin.	At	the	beginning	of	the	play,	Dionysus	arrives	in	Thebes	to	avenge	slander,	questioning	his	divine	parentage	and	proving	his	divinity.	He	introduces	his	rites	to	the	city	and	confronts	Pentheus	doubt	about	his	being	the	son	of	Zeus.	The	Bacchae	is
one	of	Euripides	greatest	works	and	was	performed	posthumously.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	stories	about	vengeance,	divine	intervention	and	the	consequences	of	defiance.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Simon	&	Schuster.7.	Antigone	by	Sophocles	(441	B.C.)Sophocles	Antigone	is	one	of	the	earliest	of	his	three	Theban	plays,
centering	on	the	moral	clash	between	individual	duty	and	state	law.	After	Antigone	defies	King	Creons	decree	and	insists	on	burying	her	brother	Polynices,	who	was	considered	a	traitor	in	Thebes,	her	disobediencerooted	in	family	loyaltyleads	to	tragic	consequences.	Creons	rigid	commitment	to	state	law	clashes	with	Antigones	loyalty	and	duty,
forming	the	core	of	the	play	and	its	portrayal	of	the	tragic	consequences	of	stubbornness.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	stories	about	the	consequences	of	standing	up	against	authority.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.Double	bust	of	Aristophanes	and	Sophocles,	Early	4th	century	B.C,	in	the	Muse	du	Louvre,
Paris.Universal	Images	Group	via	Getty	Images6.	Metamorphoses	by	Ovid;	translated	by	Stephanie	McCarter	(first	published	C.E.	8)Ovids	Metamorphoses	is	unique	because	it	has	no	central	hero	or	singular	conflict	but	instead	explores	transformation	and	shifting	themes.	With	over	250	myths,	Ovid	captures	the	impact	of	power,	cruelty,	love	and
trauma,	particularly	with	a	focus	on	how	transformation	affects	both	the	powerful	and	the	powerless.	Stephanie	McCarters	2023	translation	brings	to	the	forefront	Ovids	portrayal	of	women,	particularly	those	who	have	suffered	sexual	violence,	giving	them	a	voice.	This	fresh	translation	amplifies	Ovids	exploration	of	power	and	trauma.Who	should
read	this?	Metamorphoses	is	a	must-read	for	lovers	of	classical	literature,	mythology	enthusiasts,	and	those	interested	in	the	dynamics	of	power,	trauma,	and	transformation.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.5.	The	Oresteia	by	Aeschylus	(first	performed:	458	B.C.)In	this	5th-century	B.C.	trilogy	of	Greek	tragedies,
Aeschylus	traces	the	downfall	of	the	House	of	Atreus	from	the	brutal	murder	of	King	Agamemnon	by	his	wife,	Clytemnestra,	to	the	vengeful	rise	of	their	son,	Orestes.	The	plays	depict	the	cycle	of	retribution	within	the	royal	family	of	Argos.	Orestes,	guided	by	Apollo's	command,	reluctantly	kills	his	mother	to	avenge	his	fathers	death.	Aeschylus	weaves
together	themes	of	transitioning	from	endless	revenge	to	establishing	a	legal	system,	signaling	the	beginning	of	civilized	justice	in	Western	thought.Who	should	read	this?	The	Oresteia	is	essential	for	anyone	interested	in	the	roots	of	Western	drama,	law	and	morality.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.4.	Theogony	by
Hesiod	(circa	700	B.C.)Hesiods	epic	poem	Theogony	is	more	than	just	a	genealogical	record	of	divine	beings;	it	is	a	cornerstone	of	Greek	mythology.	Hesiod	provides	readers	with	a	vivid	account	of	the	origins	of	the	gods	and	the	universe	from	a	mythological	lens.	Theogony	recounts	everything	from	primordial	chaosa	dark	void	from	which	everything
emergesto	the	rise	of	Zeus	and	the	Olympian	gods.	It	is	the	first	known	Greek	cosmogony,	weaving	local	traditions	to	explain	the	gods'	origins	and	ultimate	control	over	the	cosmos.Who	should	read	this?	Theogony	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	interested	in	the	origins	of	Greek	mythology	and	cosmology	and	the	genealogy	of	the	gods.Where	can	you
read/rent/buy	this	book?	Oxford	Scholarly	Editions.3.	The	Aeneid	by	Virgil	(30-19	B.C.)Though	not	Greek	in	origin,	Virgils	The	Aeneid	takes	its	cues	from	Homers	epics,	telling	the	story	of	Aeneas,	a	Trojan	hero	who	escapes	the	fall	of	Troy	and	becomes	the	mythical	ancestor	of	the	Romans.	The	poem	explores	themes	of	adventure,	duty,	destiny	and
sacrifice.	Like	Iliad	and	The	Odyssey,	The	Aeneid	is	a	masterpiece	of	ancient	epic	poetry	and	is	essential	for	understanding	the	legacy	of	Greek	and	Roman	mythology.	Written	between	29	and	19	B.C.,	The	Aeneid	contains	9,896	lines	in	dactylic	hexameter,	divided	into	twelve	books.	The	first	half	recounts	Aeneass	adventures	after	the	fall	of	Troy,	while
the	second	half	focuses	on	his	triumph	in	Italy.Who	should	read	this?	The	Aeneid	by	Virgil	is	essential	reading	for	anyone	fascinated	by	epic	poetry,	Roman	history	or	classical	mythology.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.1.	Iliad	by	Homer	(8th	century	B.C.)	(Tie)Homers	Iliad	is	a	tragic	masterpiece	detailing	the	brutal
final	weeks	of	the	Trojan	War.	At	the	core	of	the	story	is	the	violent	conflict	between	Achilles,	the	greatest	Greek	warrior,	and	King	Agamemnona	clash	that	sets	the	stage	for	a	tale	of	rage,	honor	and	loss.	Homers	exploration	of	the	raw	human	emotions	surrounding	warpride,	grief,	vengeance	and	the	inevitability	of	deathmakes	Iliad	one	of	the	oldest
and	most	remarkable	works	of	literature.	The	poems	15,693	lines	of	dactylic	hexameter	span	twenty-four	books,	narrating	the	struggles	of	warriors	like	Achilles	and	Hector	while	also	portraying	the	gods	interference	in	human	affairs.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	drawn	to	stories	about	heroism,	flawed	greatness	and	the	consequences	of	pride	will
enjoy	this	book.	Its	also	a	must-read	for	students	of	literature,	history	and	philosophy.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.1.	The	Odyssey	by	Homer	(8th	century	B.C.)	(Tie)Homers	The	Odyssey	is	a	24-part	epic	and	one	of	literatures	greatest	portrayals	of	perseverance,	focusing	on	the	final	six	weeks	of	Odysseuss	10-year
journey	home	after	the	Trojan	War.The	story	begins	after	his	long	absence,	where	his	wife,	Penelope,	and	son,	Telemachus,	face	arrogant	suitors	who	believe	Odysseus	is	dead.	However,	Telemachus,	determined	to	find	his	father,	searches	for	him	and	learns	that	Odysseus	is	alive	but	still	far	from	home.	The	emotional	heart	of	the	poem	lies	in
Odysseuss	hope	for	reuniting	with	Penelope	and	Telemachus,	and	he	eventually	returns	to	Ithaca	and	reclaims	his	throne	as	king.Who	should	read	this?	Readers	who	enjoy	adventure-themed	stories	about	human	perseverance	and	grit.Where	can	you	read/rent/buy	this	book?	Penguin	Random	House.Bottom	LineGreek	mythology	reflects	the	ethos	of
ancient	Greece	and	has	been	known	to	embody	values	like	heroism,	honor,	fate	and	struggle	against	divine	forces.	This	article	includes	must-read	stories,	mostly	in	the	form	of	books	and	poems	that	preserve	the	allure	of	Greek	mythologyfrom	authentic	feminist	retellings	to	classic	epics.	Anyone	looking	to	explore	the	wide	scope	of	ancient	myths	will
find	a	rich	collection	of	works	that	appeal	to	both	modern	and	traditional	audiences.What	Are	Good	Greek	Myth	Short	Stories?The	Myth	of	Sisyphus	by	Albert	Camus	(1942)In	this	philosophical	essay,	Camus	takes	the	story	of	Sisyphus,	the	man	doomed	to	push	a	boulder	uphill	forever,	and	turns	it	into	a	deep	dive	into	human	resilience.	Camus
interpretation	of	this	story	acknowledges	the	futility	of	Sisyphus	endless	task	but	also	asserts	that	we	must	imagine	Sisyphus	as	happy	and	hopeful	even	in	the	most	absurd	situations.	The	story	is	short	yet	full	of	philosophical	meaning	to	guide	readers	toward	taking	a	closer	look	at	their	understanding	of	perseverance	and	meaning	in	life.Pygmalions
Bride	by	Carol	Ann	Duffy	(1999)Another	standout	Greek	myth	short	story	is	this	sharp,	poetic	and	feminist	retelling	by	Carol	Ann	Duffy.	She	flips	the	old	account	of	the	sculptor	who	falls	in	love	with	his	statue.	But	here,	the	statuehis	perfect	womangets	a	voice.	The	story	is	more	about	the	impact	of	control,	desire,	and	realized	autonomy	as	the	statue
slowly	realizes	the	cost	of	being	someone	elses	ideal.	Duffys	approach	offers	relevant	questioning	of	gender	roles	and	power	dynamics.What	Are	Good	Stories	About	Greek	Goddesses?Circe	by	Madeline	Miller	(2018)Circe	is	a	story	about	one	of	Greek	mythologys	little-known	deities,	and	in	this	retelling,	Circe,	often	remembered	as	the	witch	who	turns
men	into	pigs,	is	given	a	whole	backstory	rich	with	backstory.	Born	to	the	sun	god	Helios,	Circe	is	an	outcast	within	her	family.	As	she	discovers	and	strengthens	her	magical	powers,	she	becomes	an	independent	powerhouse	in	her	own	right.	Miller	re-introduces	Circe	as	a	complicated	yet	relatable	character	who	goes	from	being	an	insecure	deity	to	a
self-assured	sorceress.The	Penelopiad	by	Margaret	Atwood	(2005)In	The	Penelope,	Margaret	Atwood	offers	a	fresh	and	comical	perspective	on	Penelope,	the	wife	of	Odysseus,	in	a	way	that	humanizes	her.	In	the	original	myth,	Penelope	is	portrayed	as	the	faithful	wife	who	waits	20	years	for	her	husbands	return,	but	Atwood	gives	Penelope	a	sharp,
sometimes	biting	voice	as	she	tells	her	side	of	the	story	from	the	afterlife.	Atwood	also	includes	the	voices	of	the	12	maids	hanged	upon	Odysseus	return,	giving	the	story	an	added	layer	of	commentary	on	justice,	power,	and	gender.What	Are	Good	Greek	Mythology	Books	For	Teens?Percy	Jackson	&	the	Olympians	series	(2005)Rick	Riordans	Percy
Jackson	&	the	Olympians	series	is	basically	a	rite	of	passage	book	for	teens	who	enjoy	mythology.	In	this	series,	Percy,	a	12-year-old	boy	who	learns	hes	the	son	of	Poseidon,	the	Greek	god	of	the	sea,	becomes	involved	in	a	world	of	gods,	monsters	and	ancient	prophecies.	When	Percy	discovers	that	he	risks	being	hunted	down	by	monsters	because	of
his	lineage,	he	goes	on	an	eye-opening	journey	to	Camp	Half-Blood,	a	safe	place	for	other	demigods.The	Goddess	Test	by	Aime	Carter	(2011)For	readers	who	enjoy	romantic	books,	The	Goddess	Test	by	Aime	Carter	is	a	modernized	take	on	the	myth	of	Hades	and	Persephone.	The	plot	centers	around	Kate,	a	teenage	girl	who,	after	a	string	of	traumatic
events,	becomes	involved	in	the	world	of	the	deities	and	must	go	through	a	series	of	challenge	tests	that	will	push	her	emotionally	and	morally	and	determine	if	she	is	worthy	of	becoming	the	next	Queen	of	the	Underworld.What	Are	Good	YA	Greek	Mythology	Books?Lore	by	Alexandra	Bracken	(2021)In	the	fast-paced	Lore,	every	seven	years,	the	Greek
gods	are	forced	to	walk	the	earth	as	mortals	in	the	Agon	Hunt,	and	they	are	chased	by	descendants	of	ancient	bloodlines	seeking	to	claim	their	powers.	Lore	Perseous,	the	hot-tempered	protagonist,	has	tried	to	distance	herself	from	this	violent	tradition,	but	shes	pulled	back	when	an	old	enemy	reappears.	Its	a	story	that	mixes	high-stakes	action	with
emotional	conflict	as	Lore	struggles	with	feelings	of	revenge,	loyalty,	and	survival.Antigoddess	by	Kendare	Blake	(2013)For	a	darker,	more	supernatural	take,	this	book	looks	at	the	dying	days	of	the	Greek	gods	and	focuses	on	Athena	and	Hermes,	who	were	once	immortal	but	are	now	slowly	wasting	away.	Antigoddess	combines	horror	and	fantasy	to
follow	a	plot	of	the	gods	fighting	to	survive	in	a	modern	world	that	has	forgotten	them.	The	characters	are	gritty,	the	stakes	are	high,	and	Blakes	storytelling	pulls	readers	into	a	chilling,	otherworldly	version	of	Greek	mythology	with	this	YA	book.Part	of	a	series	onGreek	mythologyTheseus	slays	the	Minotaur	under	the	gaze	of
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mythologyComparative	religionEuhemerismFolkloreEpicsLower	mythologyPseudo-mythologyReligion	and	mythologySymbolismTheologyvteGreek	mythology	is	the	body	of	myths	originally	told	by	the	ancient	Greeks,	and	a	genre	of	ancient	Greek	folklore,	today	absorbed	alongside	Roman	mythology	into	the	broader	designation	of	classical	mythology.
These	stories	concern	the	ancient	Greek	religion's	view	of	the	origin	and	nature	of	the	world;	the	lives	and	activities	of	deities,	heroes,	and	mythological	creatures;	and	the	origins	and	significance	of	the	ancient	Greeks'	cult	and	ritual	practices.	Modern	scholars	study	the	myths	to	shed	light	on	the	religious	and	political	institutions	of	ancient	Greece,
and	to	better	understand	the	nature	of	mythmaking	itself.[1]The	Greek	myths	were	initially	propagated	in	an	oral-poetic	tradition	most	likely	by	Minoan	and	Mycenaean	singers	starting	in	the	18th	centuryBC;[2]	eventually	the	myths	of	the	heroes	of	the	Trojan	War	and	its	aftermath	became	part	of	the	oral	tradition	of	Homer's	epic	poems,	the	Iliad
and	the	Odyssey.	Two	poems	by	Homer's	near	contemporary	Hesiod,	the	Theogony	and	the	Works	and	Days,	contain	accounts	of	the	genesis	of	the	world,	the	succession	of	divine	rulers,	the	succession	of	human	ages,	the	origin	of	human	woes,	and	the	origin	of	sacrificial	practices.	Myths	are	also	preserved	in	the	Homeric	Hymns,	in	fragments	of	epic
poems	of	the	Epic	Cycle,	in	lyric	poems,	in	the	works	of	the	tragedians	and	comedians	of	the	fifth	centuryBC,	in	writings	of	scholars	and	poets	of	the	Hellenistic	Age,	and	in	texts	from	the	time	of	the	Roman	Empire	by	writers	such	as	Plutarch	and	Pausanias.Aside	from	this	narrative	deposit	in	ancient	Greek	literature,	pictorial	representations	of	gods,
heroes,	and	mythic	episodes	featured	prominently	in	ancient	vase	paintings	and	the	decoration	of	votive	gifts	and	many	other	artifacts.	Geometric	designs	on	pottery	of	the	eighth	centuryBC	depict	scenes	from	the	Epic	Cycle	as	well	as	the	adventures	of	Heracles.	In	the	succeeding	Archaic,	Classical,	and	Hellenistic	periods,	Homeric	and	various	other
mythological	scenes	appear,	supplementing	the	existing	literary	evidence.[3]Greek	mythology	has	had	an	extensive	influence	on	the	culture,	arts,	and	literature	of	Western	civilization	and	remains	part	of	Western	heritage	and	language.	Poets	and	artists	from	ancient	times	to	the	present	have	derived	inspiration	from	Greek	mythology	and	have
discovered	contemporary	significance	and	relevance	in	the	themes.[4]:43Achilles	and	Penthesileia	by	Exekias,	c.540BC,	British	Museum,	LondonGreek	mythology	is	known	today	primarily	from	Greek	literature	and	representations	on	visual	media	dating	from	the	Geometric	period	from	c.900BC	to	c.800BC	onward.[5]:200	Literary	and	archaeological
sources	sometimes	age	and	sometimes	conflict.	integrate,	sometimes	mutually	supportive	and	sometimes	in	conflict.Mythical	narration	plays	an	important	role	in	nearly	every	genre	of	Greek	literature.	Nevertheless,	the	only	general	mythographical	handbook	to	survive	from	Greek	antiquity	was	the	Library	of	Pseudo-Apollodorus.	This	work	attempts
to	reconcile	the	contradictory	tales	of	the	poets	and	provides	a	grand	summary	of	traditional	Greek	mythology	and	heroic	legends.[6]:1	Apollodorus	of	Athens	lived	from	c.180BC	to	c.125BC	and	wrote	on	many	of	these	topics.	His	writings	may	have	formed	the	basis	for	the	collection;	however,	the	"Library"	discusses	events	that	occurred	long	after	his
death,	hence	the	name	Pseudo-Apollodorus.Prometheus	(1868	by	Gustave	Moreau).	The	myth	of	Prometheus	first	was	attested	by	Hesiod	and	then	constituted	the	basis	for	a	tragic	trilogy	of	plays,	possibly	by	Aeschylus,	consisting	of	Prometheus	Bound,	Prometheus	Unbound,	and	Prometheus	Pyrphoros.Among	the	earliest	literary	sources	are	Homer's
two	epic	poems,	the	Iliad	and	the	Odyssey.	Other	poets	completed	the	Epic	Cycle,	but	these	later	and	lesser	poems	now	are	lost	almost	entirely.	Despite	their	traditional	name,	the	Homeric	Hymns	have	no	direct	connection	with	Homer.	The	oldest	are	choral	hymns	from	the	earlier	part	of	the	so-called	Lyric	age.[7]:7	Hesiod,	a	possible	contemporary
with	Homer,	offers	in	his	Theogony	(Origin	of	the	Gods)	the	fullest	account	of	the	earliest	Greek	myths,	dealing	with	the	creation	of	the	world,	the	origin	of	the	gods,	Titans,	and	Giants,	as	well	as	elaborate	genealogies,	folktales,	and	aetiological	myths.	Hesiod's	Works	and	Days,	a	didactic	poem	about	farming	life,	also	includes	the	myths	of
Prometheus,	Pandora,	and	the	Five	Ages.	The	poet	advises	on	the	best	way	to	succeed	in	a	dangerous	world,	rendered	yet	more	dangerous	by	its	gods.[3]Lyrical	poets	often	took	their	subjects	from	myth,	but	their	treatment	became	gradually	less	narrative	and	more	allusive.	Greek	lyric	poets,	including	Pindar,	Bacchylides	and	Simonides,	and	bucolic
poets	such	as	Theocritus	and	Bion,	relate	individual	mythological	incidents.[8]:xii	Additionally,	myth	was	central	to	classical	Athenian	drama.	The	tragic	playwrights	Aeschylus,	Sophocles,	and	Euripides	took	most	of	their	plots	from	myths	of	the	age	of	heroes	and	the	Trojan	War.	Many	of	the	great	tragic	stories	(e.g.	Agamemnon	and	his	children,
Oedipus,	Jason,	Medea,	etc.)	took	on	their	classic	form	in	these	tragedies.	The	comic	playwright	Aristophanes	also	used	myths,	in	The	Birds	and	The	Frogs.[7]:8Historians	Herodotus	and	Diodorus	Siculus,	and	geographers	Pausanias	and	Strabo,	who	traveled	throughout	the	Greek	world	and	noted	the	stories	they	heard,	supplied	numerous	local	myths
and	legends,	often	giving	little-known	alternative	versions.[8]:xii	Herodotus	in	particular,	searched	the	various	traditions	he	encountered	and	found	the	historical	or	mythological	roots	in	the	confrontation	between	Greece	and	the	East.[9]:60[10]:22	Herodotus	attempted	to	reconcile	origins	and	the	blending	of	differing	cultural	concepts.The	poetry	of
the	Hellenistic	and	Roman	ages	was	primarily	composed	as	a	literary	rather	than	cultic	exercise.	Nevertheless,	it	contains	many	important	details	that	would	otherwise	be	lost.	This	category	includes	the	works	of:The	Roman	poets	Ovid,	Statius,	Valerius	Flaccus,	Seneca	and	Virgil	with	Servius's	commentary.The	Greek	poets	of	the	Late	Antique	period:
Nonnus,	Antoninus	Liberalis,	and	Quintus	Smyrnaeus.The	Greek	poets	of	the	Hellenistic	period:	Apollonius	of	Rhodes,	Callimachus,	Pseudo-Eratosthenes,	and	Parthenius.Prose	writers	from	the	same	periods	who	make	reference	to	myths	include	Apuleius,	Petronius,	Lollianus,	and	Heliodorus.	Two	other	important	non-poetical	sources	are	the	Fabulae
and	Astronomica	of	the	Roman	writer	styled	as	Pseudo-Hyginus,	the	Imagines	of	Philostratus	the	Elder	and	Philostratus	the	Younger,	and	the	Descriptions	of	Callistratus.Finally,	several	Byzantine	Greek	writers	provide	important	details	of	myth,	much	derived	from	earlier	now	lost	Greek	works.	These	preservers	of	myth	include	Arnobius,	Hesychius,
the	author	of	the	Suda,	John	Tzetzes,	and	Eustathius.	They	often	treat	mythology	from	a	Christian	moralizing	perspective.[11]The	Roman	poet	Virgil,	here	depicted	in	the	fifth-century	manuscript,	the	Vergilius	Romanus,	preserved	details	of	Greek	mythology	in	many	of	his	writings.The	discovery	of	the	Mycenaean	civilization	by	the	German	amateur
archaeologist	Heinrich	Schliemann	in	the	nineteenth	century,	and	the	discovery	of	the	Minoan	civilization	in	Crete	by	the	British	archaeologist	Arthur	Evans	in	the	twentieth	century,	helped	to	explain	many	existing	questions	about	Homer's	epics	and	provided	archaeological	evidence	for	many	of	the	mythological	details	about	gods	and	heroes.	The
evidence	about	myths	and	rituals	at	Mycenaean	and	Minoan	sites	is	entirely	monumental,	as	the	Linear	B	script	(an	ancient	form	of	Greek	found	in	both	Crete	and	mainland	Greece)	was	used	mainly	to	record	inventories,	although	certain	names	of	gods	and	heroes	have	been	tentatively	identified.[3]Geometric	designs	on	pottery	of	the	eighth-century
BC	depict	scenes	from	the	Trojan	cycle,	as	well	as	the	adventures	of	Heracles.[12]	These	visual	representations	of	myths	are	important	for	two	reasons.	Firstly,	many	Greek	myths	are	attested	on	vases	earlier	than	in	literary	sources:	of	the	twelve	labors	of	Heracles,	for	example,	only	the	Cerberus	adventure	occurs	in	a	contemporary	literary	text.[13]
Secondly,	visual	sources	sometimes	represent	myths	or	mythical	scenes	that	are	not	attested	in	any	extant	literary	source.	In	some	cases,	the	first	known	representation	of	a	myth	in	geometric	art	predates	its	first	known	representation	in	late	archaic	poetry,	by	several	centuries.[5]	In	the	Archaic	(c.750	c.500BC),	Classical	(c.480323BC),	and
Hellenistic	(323146BC)	periods,	Homeric	and	various	other	mythological	scenes	appear,	supplementing	the	existing	literary	evidence.[3]Phaedra	with	an	attendant,	probably	her	nurse,	a	fresco	from	Pompeii,	c.60	c.20BCGreek	mythology	has	changed	over	time	to	accommodate	the	evolution	of	their	culture,	of	which	mythology,	both	overtly	and	in	its
unspoken	assumptions,	is	an	index	of	the	changes.	In	Greek	mythology's	surviving	literary	forms,	as	found	mostly	at	the	end	of	the	progressive	changes,	it	is	inherently	political,	as	Gilbert	Cuthbertson	(1975)	has	argued.[i][14]The	earlier	inhabitants	of	the	Balkan	Peninsula	were	an	agricultural	people	who,	using	animism,	assigned	a	spirit	to	every
aspect	of	nature.	Eventually,	these	vague	spirits	assumed	human	forms	and	entered	the	local	mythology	as	gods.[15]:17	When	tribes	from	the	north	of	the	Balkan	Peninsula	invaded,	they	brought	with	them	a	new	pantheon	of	gods,	based	on	conquest,	force,	prowess	in	battle,	and	violent	heroism.	Other	older	gods	of	the	agricultural	world	fused	with
those	of	the	more	powerful	invaders	or	else	faded	into	insignificance.[15]:18After	the	middle	of	the	Archaic	period,	myths	about	relationships	between	male	gods	and	male	heroes	became	more	and	more	frequent,	indicating	the	parallel	development	of	pedagogic	pederasty	(	,	eros	paidikos),	thought	to	have	been	introduced	around	630BC.	By	the	end
of	the	fifth-century	BC,	poets	had	assigned	at	least	one	eromenos,	an	adolescent	boy	who	was	their	sexual	companion,	to	every	important	god	except	Ares	and	many	legendary	figures.[16]	Previously	existing	myths,	such	as	those	of	Achilles	and	Patroclus,	also	then	were	cast	in	a	pederastic	light.[17]:54	Alexandrian	poets	at	first,	then	more	generally
literary	mythographers	in	the	early	Roman	Empire,	often	re-adapted	stories	of	Greek	mythological	characters	in	this	fashion.The	achievement	of	epic	poetry	was	to	create	story-cycles	and,	as	a	result,	to	develop	a	new	sense	of	mythological	chronology.	Thus,	Greek	mythology	unfolds	as	a	phase	in	the	development	of	the	world	and	of	humans.[18]:11
While	self-contradictions	in	these	stories	make	an	absolute	timeline	impossible,	an	approximate	chronology	may	be	discerned.	The	resulting	mythological	"history	of	the	world"	may	be	divided	into	three	or	four	broader	periods:The	myths	of	origin	or	age	of	gods	(Theogonies,	"births	of	gods"):	myths	about	the	origins	of	the	world,	the	gods,	and	the
human	race.The	age	when	gods	and	mortals	mingled	freely:	stories	of	the	early	interactions	between	gods,	demigods,	and	mortals.	The	age	of	heroes	(heroic	age),	where	divine	activity	was	more	limited.	The	last	and	greatest	of	the	heroic	legends	is	the	story	of	the	Trojan	War	and	after	(which	is	regarded	by	some	researchers	as	a	separate,	fourth
period).[7]:35While	the	age	of	gods	often	has	been	of	more	interest	to	contemporary	students	of	myth,	the	Greek	authors	of	the	archaic	and	classical	eras	had	a	clear	preference	for	the	age	of	heroes,	establishing	a	chronology	and	record	of	human	accomplishments	after	the	questions	of	how	the	world	came	into	being	were	explained.	For	example,	the
heroic	Iliad	and	Odyssey	dwarfed	the	divine-focused	Theogony	and	Homeric	Hymns	in	both	size	and	popularity.	Under	the	influence	of	Homer	the	"hero	cult"	leads	to	a	restructuring	in	spiritual	life,	expressed	in	the	separation	of	the	realm	of	the	gods	from	the	realm	of	the	dead	(heroes),	of	the	Chthonic	from	the	Olympian.[19]:205	In	the	Works	and
Days,	Hesiod	makes	use	of	a	scheme	of	Four	Ages	of	Man	(or	Races):	Golden,	Silver,	Bronze,	and	Iron.	These	races	or	ages	are	separate	creations	of	the	gods,	the	Golden	Age	belonging	to	the	reign	of	Cronos,	the	subsequent	races	to	the	creation	of	Zeus.	The	presence	of	evil	was	explained	by	the	myth	of	Pandora,	when	all	of	the	best	of	human
capabilities,	save	hope,	had	been	spilled	out	of	her	overturned	jar.[20]	In	Metamorphoses,	Ovid	follows	Hesiod's	concept	of	the	four	ages.[21]Further	information:	Greek	primordial	gods	and	Family	tree	of	the	Greek	godsAmor	Vincit	Omnia	(Love	Conquers	All),	a	depiction	of	the	god	of	love,	Eros.	By	Michelangelo	Merisi	da	Caravaggio,	circa
16011602."Myths	of	origin"	or	"creation	myths"	represent	an	attempt	to	explain	the	beginnings	of	the	universe	in	human	language.[8]:10	The	most	widely	accepted	version	at	the	time,	although	a	philosophical	account	of	the	beginning	of	things,	is	reported	by	Hesiod,	in	his	Theogony.	He	begins	with	Chaos,	a	yawning	nothingness.	Next	comes	Gaia
(Earth),	"the	ever-sure	foundation	of	all",	and	then	Tartarus,	"in	the	depth	of	the	wide-pathed	Earth",	and	Eros	(Love),	"fairest	among	the	deathless	gods".[22]	Without	male	assistance,	Gaia	gave	birth	to	Uranus	(the	Sky)	who	then	fertilized	her.	From	that	union	were	born	first	the	Titanssix	males:	Coeus,	Crius,	Cronus,	Hyperion,	Iapetus,	and	Oceanus;
and	six	females:	Mnemosyne,	Phoebe,	Rhea,	Theia,	Themis,	and	Tethys.	After	Cronus	was	born,	Gaia	and	Uranus	decreed	no	more	Titans	were	to	be	born.	They	were	followed	by	the	one-eyed	Cyclopes	and	the	Hecatoncheires	or	Hundred-Handed	Ones,	who	were	both	thrown	into	Tartarus	by	Uranus.	This	made	Gaia	furious.	Cronus	("the	wily,
youngest	and	most	terrible	of	Gaia's	children")[22]	was	convinced	by	Gaia	to	castrate	his	father.	He	did	this	and	became	the	ruler	of	the	Titans	with	his	sister-wife,	Rhea,	as	his	consort,	and	the	other	Titans	became	his	court.A	motif	of	father-against-son	conflict	was	repeated	when	Cronus	was	confronted	by	his	son,	Zeus.	Because	Cronus	had	betrayed
his	father,	he	feared	that	his	offspring	would	do	the	same,	and	so	each	time	Rhea	gave	birth,	he	snatched	up	the	child	and	ate	it.	Rhea	hated	this	and	tricked	him	by	hiding	Zeus	and	wrapping	a	stone	in	a	baby's	blanket,	which	Cronus	ate.	When	Zeus	was	full-grown,	he	fed	Cronus	a	drugged	drink	which	caused	him	to	vomit,	throwing	up	Rhea's	other
children,	including	Poseidon,	Hades,	Hestia,	Demeter,	and	Hera,	and	the	stone,	which	had	been	sitting	in	Cronus's	stomach	all	this	time.	Zeus	then	challenged	Cronus	to	war	for	the	kingship	of	the	gods.	At	last,	with	the	help	of	the	Cyclopes	(whom	Zeus	freed	from	Tartarus),	Zeus	and	his	siblings	were	victorious,	while	Cronus	and	the	Titans	were
hurled	down	to	imprisonment	in	Tartarus.[23]Attic	black-figured	amphora	depicting	Athena	being	"reborn"	from	the	head	of	Zeus,	who	had	swallowed	her	mother	Metis,	on	the	right,	Eileithyia,	the	goddess	of	childbirth,	assists,	circa	550525BC	(Muse	du	Louvre,	Paris)Zeus	was	plagued	by	the	same	concern,	and	after	a	prophecy	that	the	offspring	of
his	first	wife,	Metis,	would	give	birth	to	a	god	"greater	than	he",	Zeus	swallowed	her.[24]:98	She	was	already	pregnant	with	Athena,	however,	and	she	burst	forth	from	his	headfully-grown	and	dressed	for	war.[24]:108The	earliest	Greek	thought	about	poetry	considered	the	theogonies	to	be	the	prototypical	poetic	genrethe	prototypical	mythosand



imputed	almost	magical	powers	to	it.	Orpheus,	the	archetypal	poet,	also	was	the	archetypal	singer	of	theogonies,	which	he	uses	to	calm	seas	and	storms	in	Apollonius'	Argonautica,	and	to	move	the	stony	hearts	of	the	underworld	gods	in	his	descent	to	Hades.	When	Hermes	invents	the	lyre	in	the	Homeric	Hymn	to	Hermes,	the	first	thing	he	does	is	sing
about	the	birth	of	the	gods.[25]	Hesiod's	Theogony	is	not	only	the	fullest	surviving	account	of	the	gods	but	also	the	fullest	surviving	account	of	the	archaic	poet's	function,	with	its	long	preliminary	invocation	to	the	Muses.	Theogony	also	was	the	subject	of	many	lost	poems,	including	those	attributed	to	Orpheus,	Musaeus,	Epimenides,	Abaris,	and	other
legendary	seers,	which	were	used	in	private	ritual	purifications	and	mystery-rites.	There	are	indications	that	Plato	was	familiar	with	some	version	of	the	Orphic	theogony.[26]:147	A	silence	would	have	been	expected	about	religious	rites	and	beliefs,	however,	and	that	nature	of	the	culture	would	not	have	been	reported	by	members	of	the	society	while
the	beliefs	were	held.	After	they	ceased	to	become	religious	beliefs,	few	would	have	known	the	rites	and	rituals.	Allusions	often	existed,	however,	to	aspects	that	were	quite	public.Images	existed	on	pottery	and	religious	artwork	that	were	interpreted	and	more	likely,	misinterpreted	in	many	diverse	myths	and	tales.	A	few	fragments	of	these	works
survive	in	quotations	by	Neoplatonist	philosophers	and	recently	unearthed	papyrus	scraps.	One	of	these	scraps,	the	Derveni	Papyrus	now	proves	that	at	least	in	the	fifth-century	BC	a	theogonic-cosmogonic	poem	of	Orpheus	was	in	existence.[19]:236[26]:147The	first	philosophical	cosmologists	reacted	against,	or	sometimes	built	upon,	popular
mythical	conceptions	that	had	existed	in	the	Greek	world	for	some	time.	Some	of	these	popular	conceptions	can	be	gleaned	from	the	poetry	of	Homer	and	Hesiod.	In	Homer,	the	Earth	was	viewed	as	a	flat	disk	afloat	on	the	river	of	Oceanus	and	overlooked	by	a	hemispherical	sky	with	sun,	moon,	and	stars.	The	Sun	(Helios)	traversed	the	heavens	as	a
charioteer	and	sailed	around	the	Earth	in	a	golden	bowl	at	night.	Sun,	earth,	heaven,	rivers,	and	winds	could	be	addressed	in	prayers	and	called	to	witness	oaths.	Natural	fissures	were	popularly	regarded	as	entrances	to	the	subterranean	house	of	Hades	and	his	predecessors,	home	of	the	dead.[27]:45	Influences	from	other	cultures	always	afforded
new	themes.Further	information:	Ancient	Greek	religion,	Twelve	Olympians,	and	List	of	Greek	deitiesZeus,	disguised	as	a	swan,	seduces	Leda,	the	Queen	of	Sparta.	A	sixteenth-century	copy	of	the	lost	original	by	Michelangelo.According	to	Classical-era	mythology,	after	the	overthrow	of	the	Titans,	the	new	pantheon	of	gods	and	goddesses	was
confirmed.	Among	the	principal	Greek	gods	were	the	Olympians,	residing	on	Mount	Olympus	under	the	eye	of	Zeus.	(The	limitation	of	their	number	to	twelve	seems	to	have	been	a	comparatively	modern	idea.)[28]:8	Besides	the	Olympians,	the	Greeks	worshipped	various	gods	of	the	countryside,	the	satyr-god	Pan,	Nymphs	(spirits	of	rivers),	Naiads
(who	dwelled	in	springs),	Dryads	(who	were	spirits	of	the	trees),	Nereids	(who	inhabited	the	sea),	river	gods,	Satyrs,	and	others.	In	addition,	there	were	the	dark	powers	of	the	underworld,	such	as	the	Erinyes	(or	Furies),	said	to	pursue	those	guilty	of	crimes	against	blood-relatives.[29]	In	order	to	honor	the	Ancient	Greek	pantheon,	poets	composed	the
Homeric	Hymns	(a	group	of	thirty-three	songs).[30]	Gregory	Nagy	(1992)	regards	"the	larger	Homeric	Hymns	as	simple	preludes	(compared	with	Theogony),	each	of	which	invokes	one	god."[31]:54The	gods	of	Greek	mythology	are	described	as	having	essentially	corporeal	but	ideal	bodies.	According	to	Walter	Burkert,	the	defining	characteristic	of
Greek	anthropomorphism	is	that	"the	Greek	gods	are	persons,	not	abstractions,	ideas	or	concepts."[19]:182	Regardless	of	their	underlying	forms,	the	Ancient	Greek	gods	have	many	fantastic	abilities;	most	significantly,	the	gods	are	not	affected	by	disease	and	can	be	wounded	only	under	highly	unusual	circumstances.	The	Greeks	considered
immortality	as	the	distinctive	characteristic	of	their	gods;	this	immortality,	as	well	as	unfading	youth,	was	insured	by	the	constant	use	of	nectar	and	ambrosia,	by	which	the	divine	blood	was	renewed	in	their	veins.[28]:4Each	god	descends	from	his	or	her	own	genealogy,	pursues	differing	interests,	has	a	certain	area	of	expertise,	and	is	governed	by	a
unique	personality;	however,	these	descriptions	arise	from	a	multiplicity	of	archaic	local	variants,	which	do	not	always	agree	with	one	another.	When	these	gods	are	called	upon	in	poetry,	prayer,	or	cult,	they	are	referred	to	by	a	combination	of	their	name	and	epithets,	that	identify	them	by	these	distinctions	from	other	manifestations	of	themselves
(e.g.,	Apollo	Musagetes	is	"Apollo,	[as]	leader	of	the	Muses").	Alternatively,	the	epithet	may	identify	a	particular	and	localized	aspect	of	the	god,	sometimes	thought	to	be	already	ancient	during	the	classical	epoch	of	Greece.Most	gods	were	associated	with	specific	aspects	of	life.	For	example,	Aphrodite	was	the	goddess	of	love	and	beauty,	Ares	was	the
god	of	war,	Hades	the	ruler	of	the	underworld,	and	Athena	the	goddess	of	wisdom	and	courage.[28]:20ff	Some	gods,	such	as	Apollo	and	Dionysus,	revealed	complex	personalities	and	mixtures	of	functions,	while	others,	such	as	Hestia	(literally	"hearth")	and	Helios	(literally	"sun"),	were	little	more	than	personifications.	The	most	impressive	temples
tended	to	be	dedicated	to	a	limited	number	of	gods,	who	were	the	focus	of	large	pan-Hellenic	cults.	It	was,	however,	common	for	individual	regions	and	villages	to	devote	their	own	cults	to	minor	gods.	Many	cities	also	honored	the	more	well-known	gods	with	unusual	local	rites	and	associated	strange	myths	with	them	that	were	unknown	elsewhere.
During	the	heroic	age,	the	cult	of	heroes	(or	demigods)	supplemented	that	of	the	gods.Bridging	the	age	when	gods	lived	alone	and	the	age	when	divine	interference	in	human	affairs	was	limited	was	a	transitional	age	in	which	gods	and	mortals	moved	together.	These	were	the	early	days	of	the	world	when	the	groups	mingled	more	freely	than	they	did
later.	Most	of	these	tales	were	later	told	by	Ovid's	Metamorphoses	and	they	are	often	divided	into	two	thematic	groups:	tales	of	love	and	tales	of	punishment.[7]:38Dionysus	with	satyrs.	Interior	of	a	cup	painted	by	the	Brygos	Painter,	Cabinet	des	Mdailles.Tales	of	love	often	involve	incest,	or	the	seduction	or	rape	of	a	mortal	woman	by	a	male	god,
resulting	in	heroic	offspring.	The	stories	generally	suggest	that	relationships	between	gods	and	mortals	are	something	to	avoid;	even	consenting	relationships	rarely	have	happy	endings.[7]:39	In	a	few	cases,	a	female	divinity	mates	with	a	mortal	man,	as	in	the	Homeric	Hymn	to	Aphrodite,	where	the	goddess	lies	with	Anchises	to	produce	Aeneas.
[32]The	second	type	(tales	of	punishment)	involves	the	appropriation	or	invention	of	some	important	cultural	artifact,	as	when	Prometheus	steals	fire	from	the	gods,	when	Tantalus	steals	nectar	and	ambrosia	from	Zeus'	table	and	gives	it	to	his	subjectsrevealing	to	them	the	secrets	of	the	gods,	when	Prometheus	or	Lycaon	invents	sacrifice,	when
Demeter	teaches	agriculture	and	the	Mysteries	to	Triptolemus,	or	when	Marsyas	invents	the	aulos	and	enters	into	a	musical	contest	with	Apollo.	Ian	Morris	considers	Prometheus'	adventures	as	"a	place	between	the	history	of	the	gods	and	that	of	man."[33]:291	An	anonymous	papyrus	fragment,	dated	to	the	third	century,	vividly	portrays	Dionysus'
punishment	of	the	king	of	Thrace,	Lycurgus,	whose	recognition	of	the	new	god	came	too	late,	resulting	in	horrific	penalties	that	extended	into	the	afterlife.[34]:50	The	story	of	the	arrival	of	Dionysus	to	establish	his	cult	in	Thrace	was	also	the	subject	of	an	Aeschylean	trilogy.[35]:28	In	another	tragedy,	Euripides'	The	Bacchae,	the	king	of	Thebes,
Pentheus,	is	punished	by	Dionysus,	because	he	disrespected	the	god	and	spied	on	his	Maenads,	the	female	worshippers	of	the	god.[36]:195Demeter	and	Metanira	in	a	detail	on	an	Apulian	red-figure	hydria,	circa	340BC	(Altes	Museum,	Berlin)In	another	story,	based	on	an	old	folktale	motif[37]	and	echoing	a	similar	theme,	Demeter	was	searching	for
her	daughter,	Persephone,	having	taken	the	form	of	an	old	woman	called	Doso,	and	received	a	hospitable	welcome	from	Celeus,	the	King	of	Eleusis	in	Attica.	As	a	gift	to	Celeus,	because	of	his	hospitality,	Demeter	planned	to	make	his	son	Demophon	a	god,	but	she	was	unable	to	complete	the	ritual	because	his	mother	Metanira	walked	in	and	saw	her
son	in	the	fire	and	screamed	in	fright,	which	angered	Demeter,	who	lamented	that	foolish	mortals	do	not	understand	the	concept	and	ritual.[38]The	age	in	which	the	heroes	lived	is	known	as	the	Heroic	Age.[39]	The	epic	and	genealogical	poetry	created	cycles	of	stories	clustered	around	particular	heroes	or	events	and	established	the	family
relationships	between	the	heroes	of	different	stories;	they	thus	arranged	the	stories	in	sequence.	According	to	Ken	Dowden	(1992),	"there	is	even	a	saga	effect:	we	can	follow	the	fates	of	some	families	in	successive	generations."[18]:11After	the	rise	of	the	hero	cult,	gods	and	heroes	constitute	the	sacral	sphere	and	are	invoked	together	in	oaths	and
prayers	which	are	addressed	to	them.[19]:205	Burkert	(2002)	notes	that	"the	roster	of	heroes,	again	in	contrast	to	the	gods,	is	never	given	fixed	and	final	form.	Great	gods	are	no	longer	born,	but	new	heroes	can	always	be	raised	up	from	the	army	of	the	dead."	Another	important	difference	between	the	hero	cult	and	the	cult	of	gods	is	that	the	hero
becomes	the	centre	of	local	group	identity.[19]:206The	monumental	events	of	Heracles	are	regarded	as	the	dawn	of	the	age	of	heroes.	To	the	Heroic	Age	are	also	ascribed	three	great	events:	the	Argonautic	expedition,	the	Theban	Cycle,	and	the	Trojan	War.[39][40]:340Further	information:	Heracles,	Heracleidae,	and	HerculesHeracles	with	his	baby
Telephus	(Louvre	Museum,	Paris)Some	scholars	believe[40]:10	that	behind	Heracles'	complicated	mythology	there	was	probably	a	real	man,	perhaps	a	chieftain-vassal	of	the	kingdom	of	Argos.	Some	scholars	suggest	the	story	of	Heracles	is	an	allegory	for	the	sun's	yearly	passage	through	the	twelve	constellations	of	the	zodiac.[41]	Others	point	to
earlier	myths	from	other	cultures,	showing	the	story	of	Heracles	as	a	local	adaptation	of	hero	myths	already	well	established.	Traditionally,	Heracles	was	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Alcmene,	granddaughter	of	Perseus.[42]	His	fantastic	solitary	exploits,	with	their	many	folk-tale	themes,	provided	much	material	for	popular	legend.	According	to	Burkert	(2002),
"He	is	portrayed	as	a	sacrificer,	mentioned	as	a	founder	of	altars,	and	imagined	as	a	voracious	eater	himself;	it	is	in	this	role	that	he	appears	in	comedy.[19]While	his	tragic	end	provided	much	material	for	tragedyHeracles	is	regarded	by	Thalia	Papadopoulou	as	"a	play	of	great	significance	in	examination	of	other	Euripidean	dramas."[43][19]:211	In
art	and	literature,	Heracles	was	represented	as	an	enormously	strong	man	of	moderate	height;	his	characteristic	weapon	was	the	bow	but	frequently	also	the	club.	Vase	paintings	demonstrate	the	unparalleled	popularity	of	Heracles,	his	fight	with	the	lion	being	depicted	many	hundreds	of	times.[19]:211Heracles	also	entered	Etruscan	and	Roman
mythology	and	cult,	and	the	exclamation	"mehercule"	became	as	familiar	to	the	Romans[clarification	needed]	as	"Herakleis"	was	to	the	Greeks.[19]:211	In	Italy	he	was	worshipped	as	a	god	of	merchants	and	traders,	although	others	also	prayed	to	him	for	his	characteristic	gifts	of	good	luck	or	rescue	from	danger.[42]Heracles	attained	the	highest
social	prestige	through	his	appointment	as	official	ancestor	of	the	Dorian	kings.	This	probably	served	as	a	legitimation	for	the	Dorian	migrations	into	the	Peloponnese.	Hyllus,	the	eponymous	hero	of	one	Dorian	phyle,	became	the	son	of	Heracles	and	one	of	the	Heracleidae	or	Heraclids	(the	numerous	descendants	of	Heracles,	especially	the
descendants	of	Hyllusother	Heracleidae	included	Macaria,	Lamos,	Manto,	Bianor,	Tlepolemus,	and	Telephus).	These	Heraclids	conquered	the	Peloponnesian	kingdoms	of	Mycenae,	Sparta	and	Argos,	claiming,	according	to	legend,	a	right	to	rule	them	through	their	ancestor.	Their	rise	to	dominance	is	frequently	called	the	"Dorian	invasion".	The	Lydian
and	later	the	Macedonian	kings,	as	rulers	of	the	same	rank,	also	became	Heracleidae.[44][19]:211Bellerophon	riding	Pegasus	and	slaying	the	Chimera,	central	medallion	of	a	Roman	mosaic	from	Autun,	Muse	Rolin,	2nd	to	3rd	century	ADOther	members	of	this	earliest	generation	of	heroes	such	as	Perseus,	Deucalion,	Theseus	and	Bellerophon,	have
many	traits	in	common	with	Heracles.	Like	him,	their	exploits	are	solitary,	fantastic	and	border	on	fairy	tale,	as	they	slay	monsters	such	as	the	Chimera	and	Medusa.	Bellerophon's	adventures	are	commonplace	types,	similar	to	the	adventures	of	Heracles	and	Theseus.	Sending	a	hero	to	his	presumed	death	is	also	a	recurrent	theme	of	this	early	heroic
tradition,	used	in	the	cases	of	Perseus	and	Bellerophon.[45]Further	information:	ArgonautsThe	only	surviving	Hellenistic	epic,	the	Argonautica	of	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	(epic	poet,	scholar,	and	director	of	the	Library	of	Alexandria)	tells	the	myth	of	the	voyage	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	to	retrieve	the	Golden	Fleece	from	the	mythical	land	of	Colchis.	In
the	Argonautica,	Jason	is	impelled	on	his	quest	by	king	Pelias,	who	receives	a	prophecy	that	a	man	with	one	sandal	would	be	his	nemesis.	Jason	loses	a	sandal	in	a	river,	arrives	at	the	court	of	Pelias,	and	the	epic	is	set	in	motion.	Nearly	every	member	of	the	next	generation	of	heroes,	as	well	as	Heracles,	went	with	Jason	in	the	ship	Argo	to	fetch	the
Golden	Fleece.	This	generation	also	included	Theseus,	who	went	to	Crete	to	slay	the	Minotaur;	Atalanta,	the	female	heroine,	and	Meleager,	who	once	had	an	epic	cycle	of	his	own	to	rival	the	Iliad	and	Odyssey.	Pindar,	Apollonius	and	the	Bibliotheca	endeavor	to	give	full	lists	of	the	Argonauts.[46][47][48]Although	Apollonius	wrote	his	poem	in	the	3rd
centuryBC,	the	composition	of	the	story	of	the	Argonauts	is	earlier	than	Odyssey,	which	shows	familiarity	with	the	exploits	of	Jason	(the	wandering	of	Odysseus	may	have	been	partly	founded	on	it).[49][50]	In	ancient	times,	the	expedition	was	regarded	as	a	historical	fact,	an	incident	in	the	opening	up	of	the	Black	Sea	to	Greek	commerce	and
colonization.[49]	It	was	also	extremely	popular,	forming	a	cycle	to	which	a	number	of	local	legends	became	attached.	The	story	of	Medea,	in	particular,	caught	the	imagination	of	the	tragic	poets.[50]Further	information:	Theban	Cycle	and	Seven	against	ThebesIn	between	the	Argo	and	the	Trojan	War,	there	was	a	generation	known	chiefly	for	its
horrific	crimes.	This	includes	the	doings	of	Atreus	and	Thyestes	at	Argos.	Behind	the	myth	of	the	house	of	Atreus	(one	of	the	two	principal	heroic	dynasties	with	the	house	of	Labdacus)	lies	the	problem	of	the	devolution	of	power	and	of	the	mode	of	accession	to	sovereignty.	The	twins	Atreus	and	Thyestes	with	their	descendants	played	the	leading	role
in	the	tragedy	of	the	devolution	of	power	in	Mycenae.[51]The	Theban	Cycle	deals	with	events	associated	especially	with	Cadmus,	the	city's	founder,	and	later	with	the	doings	of	Laius	and	Oedipus	at	Thebes;	a	series	of	stories	that	lead	to	the	war	of	the	Seven	against	Thebes	and	the	eventual	pillage	of	that	city	at	the	hands	of	the	Epigoni.[6]:317	(It	is
not	known	whether	the	Seven	figured	in	early	epic.)	As	far	as	Oedipus	is	concerned,	early	epic	accounts	seem	to	have	him	continuing	to	rule	at	Thebes	after	the	revelation	that	Iokaste	was	his	mother,	and	subsequently	marrying	a	second	wife	who	becomes	the	mother	of	his	childrenmarkedly	different	from	the	tale	known	to	us	through	tragedy	(e.g.
Sophocles'	Oedipus	Rex)	and	later	mythological	accounts.[6]:311Further	information:	Trojan	War	and	Epic	CycleEl	Juicio	de	Paris	by	Enrique	Simonet,	1904.	Paris	is	holding	the	golden	apple	on	his	right	hand	while	surveying	the	goddesses	in	a	calculative	manner.In	The	Rage	of	Achilles	by	Giovanni	Battista	Tiepolo	(1757,	Fresco,	300	x	300cm,	Villa
Valmarana,	Vicenza)	Achilles	is	outraged	that	Agamemnon	would	threaten	to	seize	his	warprize,	Briseis,	and	he	draws	his	sword	to	kill	Agamemnon.	The	sudden	appearance	of	the	goddess	Athena,	who,	in	this	fresco,	has	grabbed	Achilles	by	the	hair,	prevents	the	act	of	violence.Greek	mythology	culminates	in	the	Trojan	War,	fought	between	Greece
and	Troy,	and	its	aftermath.	In	Homer's	works,	such	as	the	Iliad,	the	chief	stories	have	already	taken	shape	and	substance,	and	individual	themes	were	elaborated	later,	especially	in	Greek	drama.	The	Trojan	War	also	elicited	great	interest	in	the	Roman	culture	because	of	the	story	of	Aeneas,	a	Trojan	hero	whose	journey	from	Troy	led	to	the	founding
of	the	city	that	would	one	day	become	Rome,	as	recounted	in	Virgil's	Aeneid	(Book	II	of	Virgil's	Aeneid	contains	the	best-known	account	of	the	sack	of	Troy).[52][53]	Finally	there	are	two	pseudo-chronicles	written	in	Latin	that	passed	under	the	names	of	Dictys	Cretensis	and	Dares	Phrygius.[54]The	Trojan	War	cycle,	a	collection	of	epic	poems,	starts
with	the	events	leading	up	to	the	war:	Eris	and	the	golden	apple	of	Kallisti,	the	Judgement	of	Paris,	the	abduction	of	Helen,	the	sacrifice	of	Iphigenia	at	Aulis.	To	recover	Helen,	the	Greeks	launched	a	great	expedition	under	the	overall	command	of	Menelaus's	brother,	Agamemnon,	king	of	Argos,	or	Mycenae,	but	the	Trojans	refused	to	return	Helen.
The	Iliad,	which	is	set	in	the	tenth	year	of	the	war,	tells	of	the	quarrel	between	Agamemnon	and	Achilles,	who	was	the	finest	Greek	warrior,	and	the	consequent	deaths	in	battle	of	Achilles'	beloved	comrade	Patroclus	and	Priam's	eldest	son,	Hector.	After	Hector's	death,	the	Trojans	were	joined	by	two	exotic	allies,	Penthesilea,	queen	of	the	Amazons,
and	Memnon,	king	of	the	Ethiopians	and	son	of	the	dawn-goddess,	Eos.[53]	Achilles	killed	both	of	these,	but	Paris	then	managed	to	kill	Achilles	with	an	arrow	in	the	heel.	Achilles'	heel	was	the	only	part	of	his	body	which	was	not	invulnerable	to	damage	by	human	weaponry.	Before	they	could	take	Troy,	the	Greeks	had	to	steal	from	the	citadel	the
wooden	image	of	Pallas	Athena	(the	Palladium).	Finally,	with	Athena's	help,	they	built	the	Trojan	Horse.	Despite	the	warnings	of	Priam's	daughter	Cassandra,	the	Trojans	were	persuaded	by	Sinon,	a	Greek	who	feigned	desertion,	to	take	the	horse	inside	the	walls	of	Troy	as	an	offering	to	Athena;	the	priest	Laocoon,	who	tried	to	have	the	horse
destroyed,	was	killed	by	sea-serpents.	At	night	the	Greek	fleet	returned,	and	the	Greeks	from	the	horse	opened	the	gates	of	Troy.	In	the	total	sack	that	followed,	Priam	and	his	remaining	sons	were	slaughtered;	the	Trojan	women	passed	into	slavery	in	various	cities	of	Greece.	The	adventurous	homeward	voyages	of	the	Greek	leaders	(including	the
wanderings	of	Odysseus	and	Aeneas	(the	Aeneid),	and	the	murder	of	Agamemnon)	were	told	in	two	epics,	the	Returns	(the	lost	Nostoi)	and	Homer's	Odyssey.[52]	The	Trojan	cycle	also	includes	the	adventures	of	the	children	of	the	Trojan	generation	(e.g.,	Orestes	and	Telemachus).[53]The	Trojan	War	provided	a	variety	of	themes	and	became	a	main
source	of	inspiration	for	Ancient	Greek	artists	(e.g.	metopes	on	the	Parthenon	depicting	the	sack	of	Troy);	this	artistic	preference	for	themes	deriving	from	the	Trojan	Cycle	indicates	its	importance	to	the	Ancient	Greek	civilization.[52]	The	same	mythological	cycle	also	inspired	a	series	of	later	European	literary	writings.	For	instance,	Trojan	Medieval
European	writers,	unacquainted	with	Homer	at	first	hand,	found	in	the	Troy	legend	a	rich	source	of	heroic	and	romantic	storytelling	and	a	convenient	framework	into	which	to	fit	their	own	courtly	and	chivalric	ideals.	Twelfth-century	authors,	such	as	Benot	de	Sainte-Maure	(Roman	de	Troie	[Romance	of	Troy,	115460])	and	Joseph	of	Exeter	(De	Bello
Troiano	[On	the	Trojan	War,	1183])	describe	the	war	while	rewriting	the	standard	version	they	found	in	Dictys	and	Dares.	They	thus	follow	Horace's	advice	and	Virgil's	example:	they	rewrite	a	poem	of	Troy	instead	of	telling	something	completely	new.[55]Some	of	the	more	famous	heroes	noted	for	their	inclusion	in	the	Trojan	War	were:On	the	Trojan
side:AeneasHectorParisOn	the	Greek	side:Ajax	(there	were	two	Ajaxes)AchillesKing	AgamemnonMenelausOdysseusDiomedesMythology	was	at	the	heart	of	everyday	life	in	Ancient	Greece.[15]:15	Greeks	regarded	mythology	as	a	part	of	their	history.	They	used	myth	to	explain	natural	phenomena,	cultural	variations,	traditional	enmities,	and
friendships.	It	was	a	source	of	pride	to	be	able	to	trace	the	descent	of	one's	leaders	from	a	mythological	hero	or	a	god.	Few	ever	doubted	that	there	was	truth	behind	the	account	of	the	Trojan	War	in	the	Iliad	and	Odyssey.	According	to	Victor	Davis	Hanson,	a	military	historian,	columnist,	political	essayist,	and	former	classics	professor,	and	John	Heath,
a	classics	professor,	the	profound	knowledge	of	the	Homeric	epos	was	deemed	by	the	Greeks	the	basis	of	their	acculturation.	Homer	was	the	"education	of	Greece"	(	),	and	his	poetry	"the	Book".[56]Plato	in	Raphael's	The	School	of	AthensAfter	the	rise	of	philosophy,	history,	prose	and	rationalism	in	the	late	5th	century	BC,	the	role	of	myth	became	less
certain,	and	mythological	genealogies	gave	place	to	a	conception	of	history	which	tried	to	exclude	the	supernatural	(such	as	the	Thucydidean	history).[57]	While	poets	and	dramatists	were	reworking	the	myths,	Greek	historians	and	philosophers	were	beginning	to	criticize	them.[7][58]By	the	6th	centuryBC,	a	few	radical	philosophers	were	already
beginning	to	label	the	poets'	tales	as	blasphemous	lies:	Xenophanes	of	Colophon	complained	that	Homer	and	Hesiod	attributed	to	the	gods	"all	that	is	shameful	and	disgraceful	among	men;	they	steal,	commit	adultery,	and	deceive	one	another."[5]:169170	This	line	of	thought	found	its	most	sweeping	expression	in	Plato's	Republic	and	Laws.	Plato
created	his	own	allegorical	myths	(such	as	the	vision	of	Er	in	the	Republic),	attacked	the	traditional	tales	of	the	gods'	tricks,	thefts,	and	adulteries	as	immoral,	and	objected	to	their	central	role	in	literature.[7]	Plato's	criticism	was	the	first	serious	challenge	to	the	Homeric	mythological	tradition;[56]	he	referred	to	the	myths	as	"old	wives'	chatter".[59]
For	his	part,	Aristotle	criticized	the	pre-Socratic	quasi-mythical	philosophical	approach	and	underscored	that	"Hesiod	and	the	theological	writers	were	concerned	only	with	what	seemed	plausible	to	themselves,	and	had	no	respect	for	us	...	But	it	is	not	worth	taking	seriously	writers	who	show	off	in	the	mythical	style;	as	for	those	who	do	proceed	by
proving	their	assertions,	we	must	cross-examine	them."[57]Nevertheless,	even	Plato	did	not	manage	to	wean	himself	and	his	society	from	the	influence	of	myth;	his	own	characterization	of	Socrates	is	based	on	the	traditional	Homeric	and	tragic	patterns,	used	by	the	philosopher	to	praise	the	righteous	life	of	his	teacher:[60]But	perhaps	someone	might
say:	"Are	you	then	not	ashamed,	Socrates,	of	having	followed	such	a	pursuit,	that	you	are	now	in	danger	of	being	put	to	death	as	a	result?"	But	I	should	make	to	him	a	just	reply:	"You	do	not	speak	well,	Sir,	if	you	think	a	man	in	whom	there	is	even	a	little	merit	ought	to	consider	danger	of	life	or	death,	and	not	rather	regard	this	only,	when	he	does
things,	whether	the	things	he	does	are	right	or	wrong	and	the	acts	of	a	good	or	a	bad	man.	For	according	to	your	argument	all	the	demigods	would	be	bad	who	died	at	Troy,	including	the	son	of	Thetis,	who	so	despised	danger,	in	comparison	with	enduring	any	disgrace,	that	when	his	mother	(and	she	was	a	goddess)	said	to	him,	as	he	was	eager	to	slay
Hector,	something	like	this,	I	believe,My	son,	if	you	avenge	the	death	of	your	friend	Patroclus	and	kill	Hector,	you	yourself	shall	die;	for	straightway,	after	Hector,	is	death	appointed	unto	you.	(Hom.	Il.	18.96)he,	when	he	heard	this,	made	light	of	death	and	danger,	and	feared	much	more	to	live	as	a	coward	and	not	to	avenge	his	friends,	and
said,Straightway	may	I	die,	after	doing	vengeance	upon	the	wrongdoer,	that	I	may	not	stay	here,	jeered	at	beside	the	curved	ships,	a	burden	of	the	earth.Hanson	and	Heath	estimate	that	Plato's	rejection	of	the	Homeric	tradition	was	not	favorably	received	by	the	grassroots	Greek	civilization.[56]	The	old	myths	were	kept	alive	in	local	cults;	they
continued	to	influence	poetry	and	to	provide	the	main	subjects	of	painting	and	sculpture.[57]More	sportingly,	the	5th-centuryBC	tragedian	Euripides	often	played	with	the	old	traditions,	mocking	them,	and	through	the	voice	of	his	characters	injecting	notes	of	doubt.	Yet	the	subjects	of	his	plays	were	taken,	without	exception,	from	myth.	Many	of	these
plays	were	written	in	answer	to	a	predecessor's	version	of	the	same	or	similar	myth.	Euripides	mainly	impugns	the	myths	about	the	gods	and	begins	his	critique	with	an	objection	similar	to	the	one	previously	expressed	by	Xenocrates:	the	gods,	as	traditionally	represented,	are	far	too	crassly	anthropomorphic.[5]:169170Cicero	saw	himself	as	the
defender	of	the	established	order,	despite	his	personal	skepticism	concerning	myth	and	his	inclination	towards	more	philosophical	conceptions	of	divinity.During	the	Hellenistic	period,	mythology	took	on	the	prestige	of	elite	knowledge	that	marks	its	possessors	as	belonging	to	a	certain	class.	At	the	same	time,	the	skeptical	turn	of	the	Classical	age
became	even	more	pronounced.[61]:89	Greek	mythographer	Euhemerus	established	the	tradition	of	seeking	an	actual	historical	basis	for	mythical	beings	and	events.[62]	Although	his	original	work	(Sacred	Scriptures)	is	lost,	much	is	known	about	it	from	what	is	recorded	by	Diodorus	and	Lactantius.[6]:7Rationalizing	hermeneutics	of	myth	became
even	more	popular	under	the	Roman	Empire,	thanks	to	the	physicalist	theories	of	Stoic	and	Epicurean	philosophy.	Stoics	presented	explanations	of	the	gods	and	heroes	as	physical	phenomena,	while	the	Euhemerists	rationalized	them	as	historical	figures.	At	the	same	time,	the	Stoics	and	the	Neoplatonists	promoted	the	moral	significations	of	the
mythological	tradition,	often	based	on	Greek	etymologies.[63]	Through	his	Epicurean	message,	Lucretius	had	sought	to	expel	superstitious	fears	from	the	minds	of	his	fellow-citizens.[64]:xxvi	Livy,	too,	is	skeptical	about	the	mythological	tradition	and	claims	that	he	does	not	intend	to	pass	judgement	on	such	legends	(fabulae).[61]:88	The	challenge	for
Romans	with	a	strong	and	apologetic	sense	of	religious	tradition	was	to	defend	that	tradition	while	conceding	that	it	was	often	a	breeding-ground	for	superstition.	The	antiquarian	Varro,	who	regarded	religion	as	a	human	institution	with	great	importance	for	the	preservation	of	good	in	society,	devoted	rigorous	study	to	the	origins	of	religious	cults.	In
his	Antiquitates	Rerum	Divinarum	(which	has	not	survived,	but	Augustine's	City	of	God	indicates	its	general	approach)	Varro	argues	that	whereas	the	superstitious	man	fears	the	gods,	the	truly	religious	person	venerates	them	as	parents.[64]:xxvi	According	to	Varro,	there	have	been	three	accounts	of	deities	in	the	Roman	society:	the	mythical	account
created	by	poets	for	theatre	and	entertainment,	the	civil	account	used	by	people	for	veneration	as	well	as	by	the	city,	and	the	natural	account	created	by	the	philosophers.[65]	The	best	state	is,	adds	Varro,	where	the	civil	theology	combines	the	poetic	mythical	account	with	the	philosopher's.[65]Roman	Academic	Cotta	ridicules	both	literal	and
allegorical	acceptance	of	myth,	declaring	roundly	that	myths	have	no	place	in	philosophy.[61]:87	Cicero	is	also	generally	disdainful	of	myth,	but,	like	Varro,	he	is	emphatic	in	his	support	for	the	state	religion	and	its	institutions.	It	is	difficult	to	know	how	far	down	the	social	scale	this	rationalism	extended.[61]:88	Cicero	asserts	that	no	one	(not	even	old
women	and	boys)	is	so	foolish	as	to	believe	in	the	terrors	of	Hades	or	the	existence	of	Scyllas,	centaurs	or	other	composite	creatures,[66]	but,	on	the	other	hand,	the	orator	elsewhere	complains	of	the	superstitious	and	credulous	character	of	the	people.[67]	De	Natura	Deorum	is	the	most	comprehensive	summary	of	Cicero's	line	of	thought.
[64]:xxviiSee	also:	Roman	mythologyApollo	(early	Imperial	Roman	copy	of	a	fourth-century	Greek	original,	Louvre	Museum)Ancient	Greek	myths	took	inspiration	from	folkloric	portrayals	of	the	Olympian	gods,	as	well	as	Dorian	and	Ionian	deities	and	their	associated	folk	tales.[68]In	Ancient	Roman	times,	a	new	Roman	mythology	was	born	through
syncretization	of	numerous	Greek	and	other	foreign	gods.	This	occurred	because	the	Romans	had	little	mythology	of	their	own,	and	inheritance	of	the	Greek	mythological	tradition	caused	the	major	Roman	gods	to	adopt	characteristics	of	their	Greek	equivalents.[61]:88	The	gods	Zeus	and	Jupiter	are	an	example	of	this	mythological	overlap.	In	addition
to	the	combination	of	the	two	mythological	traditions,	the	association	of	the	Romans	with	eastern	religions	led	to	further	syncretizations.[69]	For	instance,	the	cult	of	Sun	was	introduced	in	Rome	after	Aurelian's	successful	campaigns	in	Syria.	The	Asiatic	divinities	Mithras	(that	is	to	say,	the	Sun)	and	Ba'al	were	combined	with	Apollo	and	Helios	into
one	Sol	Invictus,	with	conglomerated	rites	and	compound	attributes.[70]	Apollo	might	be	increasingly	identified	in	religion	with	Helios	or	even	Dionysus,	but	texts	retelling	his	myths	seldom	reflected	such	developments.	The	traditional	literary	mythology	was	increasingly	dissociated	from	actual	religious	practice.	The	worship	of	Sol	as	special
protector	of	the	emperors	and	the	empire	remained	the	chief	imperial	religion	until	it	was	replaced	by	Christianity.The	surviving	2nd-century	collection	of	Orphic	Hymns	(second	century	AD)	and	the	Saturnalia	of	Macrobius	Ambrosius	Theodosius	(fifth	century)	are	influenced	by	the	theories	of	rationalism	and	the	syncretizing	trends	as	well.	The
Orphic	Hymns	are	a	set	of	pre-classical	poetic	compositions,	attributed	to	Orpheus,	himself	the	subject	of	a	renowned	myth.[71]	The	stated	purpose	of	the	Saturnalia	is	to	transmit	the	Hellenic	culture	Macrobius	has	derived	from	his	reading,	even	though	much	of	his	treatment	of	gods	is	colored	by	Egyptian	and	North	African	mythology	and	theology
(which	also	affect	the	interpretation	of	Virgil).	In	Saturnalia	reappear	mythographical	comments	influenced	by	the	Euhemerists,	the	Stoics	and	the	Neoplatonists.[63]Further	information:	Modern	understanding	of	Greek	mythologyThe	genesis	of	modern	understanding	of	Greek	mythology	is	regarded	by	some	scholars	as	a	double	reaction	at	the	end	of
the	eighteenth	century	against	"the	traditional	attitude	of	Christian	animosity",	in	which	the	Christian	reinterpretation	of	myth	as	a	"lie"	or	fable	had	been	retained.[72]	In	Germany,	by	about	1795,	there	was	a	growing	interest	in	Homer	and	Greek	mythology.	In	Gttingen,	Johann	Matthias	Gesner	began	to	revive	Greek	studies,	while	his	successor,
Christian	Gottlob	Heyne,	worked	with	Johann	Joachim	Winckelmann,	and	laid	the	foundations	for	mythological	research	both	in	Germany	and	elsewhere.[5]:9	About	100	years	later	the	interest	for	Greek	mythology	was	still	alive	when	Hermann	Steuding	published	his	book	Griechische	und	rmische	Gtter-	und	Heldensage	in	1897.[73][74][75][76]
[77]See	also:	Comparative	mythologyMax	Mller	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	founders	of	comparative	mythology.	In	his	Comparative	Mythology	(1867)	Mller	analysed	the	"disturbing"	similarity	between	the	mythologies	of	"savage	races"	with	those	of	the	early	Europeans.The	development	of	comparative	philology	in	the	19th	century,	together	with
ethnological	discoveries	in	the	20th	century,	established	the	science	of	myth.	Since	the	Romantics,	all	study	of	myth	has	been	comparative.	Wilhelm	Mannhardt,	James	Frazer,	and	Stith	Thompson	employed	the	comparative	approach	to	collect	and	classify	the	themes	of	folklore	and	mythology.[78]	In	1871	Edward	Burnett	Tylor	published	his	Primitive
Culture,	in	which	he	applied	the	comparative	method	and	tried	to	explain	the	origin	and	evolution	of	religion.[79][80]:9	Tylor's	procedure	of	drawing	together	material	culture,	ritual	and	myth	of	widely	separated	cultures	influenced	both	Carl	Jung	and	Joseph	Campbell.	Max	Mller	applied	the	new	science	of	comparative	mythology	to	the	study	of	myth,
in	which	he	detected	the	distorted	remains	of	Aryan	nature	worship.	Bronisaw	Malinowski	emphasized	the	ways	myth	fulfills	common	social	functions.	Claude	Lvi-Strauss	and	other	structuralists	have	compared	the	formal	relations	and	patterns	in	myths	throughout	the	world.[78]Sigmund	Freud	introduced	a	transhistorical	and	biological	conception	of
man	and	a	view	of	myth	as	an	expression	of	repressed	ideas.	Dream	interpretation	is	the	basis	of	Freudian	myth	interpretation	and	Freud's	concept	of	dreamwork	recognizes	the	importance	of	contextual	relationships	for	the	interpretation	of	any	individual	element	in	a	dream.	This	suggestion	would	find	an	important	point	of	rapprochement	between
the	structuralist	and	psychoanalytic	approaches	to	myth	in	Freud's	thought.[81]	Carl	Jung	extended	the	transhistorical,	psychological	approach	with	his	theory	of	the	"collective	unconscious"	and	the	archetypes	(inherited	"archaic"	patterns),	often	encoded	in	myth,	that	arise	out	of	it.[3]	According	to	Jung,	"myth-forming	structural	elements	must	be
present	in	the	unconscious	psyche."[82]	Comparing	Jung's	methodology	with	Joseph	Campbell's	theory,	Robert	A.	Segal	(1990)	concludes	that	"to	interpret	a	myth	Campbell	simply	identifies	the	archetypes	in	it.	An	interpretation	of	the	Odyssey,	for	example,	would	show	how	Odysseus's	life	conforms	to	a	heroic	pattern.	Jung,	by	contrast,	considers	the
identification	of	archetypes	merely	the	first	step	in	the	interpretation	of	a	myth."[83]	Karl	Kernyi,	one	of	the	founders	of	modern	studies	in	Greek	mythology,	gave	up	his	early	views	of	myth,	in	order	to	apply	Jung's	theories	of	archetypes	to	Greek	myth.[5]:38See	also:	Mycenaean	religion;	Mycenaean	deities;	and	Similarities	between	Roman,	Greek	and
Etruscan	mythologiesMythologyMythologiesAlbanianArabianArmenianAboriginal	AustralianBerberBaltic	(Latvian	-	Lithuanian	-	Prussian)BasqueBantuBrazilianBuddhistCatalanCantabrianCelticBretonCornishIrishScottishWelshChineseChristianEfikEgyptianEnglishEstonianEtruscanFinnishFrenchGeorgianGermanicNazi	mythologyFrankishContinental
GermanicNorseAnglo-SaxonGothicGreekGuancheHinduHittiteHungarianIndonesianItalianJapaneseKongoKoreanLugbaraLusitanianMaasaiMalagasyMoriMbutiMeiteiMelanesianMesopotamianMicronesianMongolNative
AmericanAlgonquianAbenakiBlackfootLenapeAztecCalifornianMiwokOhloneChanChiloteChoctawCreekGuaraniHaidaIncaInuitIroquoisMayaMuiscaPacific	NorthwestKwakwakawakwPlains	IndiansHo-ChunkLakotaPawneePuebloanHopiZuniSelk'namTalamancanOssetianPapuanPersianPhilippinePolynesianProto-Indo-EuropeanProto-
UralicRomanRomanianSmiSlavicSomaliTalyshTaiThaiTibetanTurkicVietnameseWest	AfricanYorubaTypesCreationFloodNationalOriginListsCreationsCreaturesDeitiesFeral	childrenFloodsHeroesCultureFolkObjectsPairsPlacesSourcesRelated	conceptsDeityLegendary	creatureTypeLegendary	progenitorTwinsCulture	heroFolk	heroSee	alsoComparative
mythologyComparative	religionEuhemerismFolkloreEpicsLower	mythologyPseudo-mythologyReligion	and	mythologySymbolismTheologyvteMax	Mller	attempted	to	understand	an	Indo-European	religious	form	by	tracing	it	back	to	its	Indo-European	(or,	in	Mller's	time,	"Aryan")	"original"	manifestation.	In	1891,	he	claimed	that	"the	most	important
discovery	which	has	been	made	during	the	nineteenth	century	concerning	the	ancient	history	of	mankind	...	was	this	sample	equation:	Sanskrit	Dyaus-pitar	=	Greek	Zeus	=	Latin	Jupiter	=	Old	Norse	Tyr".[80]:12	The	question	of	Greek	mythology's	place	in	Indo-European	studies	has	generated	much	scholarship	since	Mller's	time.	For	example,
philologist	Georges	Dumzil	draws	a	comparison	between	the	Greek	Uranus	and	the	Sanskrit	Varuna,	although	there	is	no	hint	that	he	believes	them	to	be	originally	connected.[84]	In	other	cases,	close	parallels	in	character	and	function	suggest	a	common	heritage,	yet	lack	of	linguistic	evidence	makes	it	difficult	to	prove,	as	in	the	case	of	the	Greek
Moirai	and	the	Norns	of	Norse	mythology.[85]It	appears	that	the	Mycenaean	religion	was	the	mother	of	the	Greek	religion[86]	and	its	pantheon	already	included	many	divinities	that	can	be	found	in	classical	Greece.[87]	However,	Greek	mythology	is	generally	seen	as	having	heavy	influence	of	Pre-Greek	and	Near	Eastern	cultures,	and	as	such
contains	few	important	elements	for	the	reconstruction	of	the	Proto-Indo-European	religion.[88]	Consequently,	Greek	mythology	received	minimal	scholarly	attention	in	the	context	of	Indo-European	comparative	mythology	until	the	mid-2000s.[89]Archaeology	and	mythography	have	revealed	influence	from	Asia	Minor	and	the	Near	East.	Adonis	seems
to	be	the	Greek	counterpartmore	clearly	in	cult	than	in	mythof	a	Near	Eastern	"dying	god".	Cybele	is	rooted	in	Anatolian	culture	while	much	of	Aphrodite's	iconography	may	spring	from	Semitic	goddesses.	There	are	also	possible	parallels	between	the	earliest	divine	generations	(Chaos	and	its	children)	and	Tiamat	in	the	Enuma	Elish.[90][91]
According	to	Meyer	Reinhold,	"near	Eastern	theogonic	concepts,	involving	divine	succession	through	violence	and	generational	conflicts	for	power,	found	their	wayinto	Greek	mythology."[92]In	addition	to	Indo-European	and	Near	Eastern	origins,	some	scholars	have	speculated	on	the	debts	of	Greek	mythology	to	the	indigenous	pre-Greek	societies:
Crete,	Mycenae,	Pylos,	Thebes	and	Orchomenus.[19]:23	Historians	of	religion	were	fascinated	by	a	number	of	apparently	ancient	configurations	of	myth	connected	with	Crete	(the	god	as	bull,	Zeus	and	Europa,	Pasipha	who	yields	to	the	bull	and	gives	birth	to	the	Minotaur,	etc.).	Martin	P.	Nilsson	asserts,	based	on	the	representations	and	general
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necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	25.4KLooking	for	a	list	of	the	best	fiction	books	about	Greek	mythology?	Ive	seen	a	lot	of	readers	over	the	past	few	years	who,	after	reading	something	like	Circe	or	Song	of	Achilles,	decide	theyd	love	to	read	more
Greek	mythology	stories.	There	really	are	a	lot	out	there,	but	what	are	the	best	ones?In	this	list,	Ill	give	you	a	ton	of	ideas,	plus	Ill	include	the	Goodreads	and	Amazon	star	ratings	(out	of	5)	for	each	book	so	you	can	get	a	feel	for	whether	or	not	you	want	to	pick	it	up.	Of	course,	these	ratings	can	change	after	I	publish	this	list,	but	youll	get	the	idea.Im
sure	Im	missing	a	few	great	books	featuring	Greek	mythology!	Let	me	know	in	the	comments	what	else	I	should	add.Lets	jump	in.	Happy	reading!Nationally	bestselling	author	of	Daughters	of	Sparta	Claire	Heywood	returns	with	an	imaginative	and	female-centered	reinterpretation	of	the	myth	of	the	great	hero	Perseus,	told	through	the	voices	of	three
women	who	are	sidelined	in	the	traditional	versionhis	mother,	Danae;	his	trophy,	Medusa;	and	his	wife,	Andromedabut	whose	viewpoints	reveal	a	man	who	is	not,	in	fact,	a	hero	at	all.Danae:	Banished	from	her	homeland	thanks	to	a	prophecy	foretelling	that	her	unborn	child	will	one	day	cause	the	death	of	her	father,	the	king	of	Argos,	Danae	finds
herself	stranded,	pregnant,	and	alone	in	a	remote	fishing	village.	Its	a	harsh	new	world	for	a	young	woman	who	grew	up	as	a	coddled	princess,	and	forging	a	new	life	for	herself	and	for	her	young	son	Perseus	will	be	the	hardest	thing	shes	ever	done.Medusa:	As	a	member	of	a	reclusive	band	of	women	who	live	deep	in	the	woods,	known	as	the
Gorgons,	Medusa	has	eschewed	all	contact	with	the	outside	world.	That	is,	until	the	day	she	finds	an	injured	boy	named	Perseus	in	the	forest.Andromeda:	When	a	harsh	sandstorm	threatens	to	destroy	her	nomadic	desert	tribes	way	of	life,	Andromeda	knows	that	a	sacrifice	will	be	required	to	appease	the	gods	and	end	the	storm.	But	when	a	forceful
young	Perseus	interferes,	Andromedas	life	is	set	on	an	entirely	new	path.As	Perseus	becomes	increasingly	obsessed	with	the	promise	of	his	own	destiny,	his	heroic	journey	casts	a	shadow	of	violence	and	destruction	across	all	three	womens	lives.	But	even	as	he	tries	to	silence	them,	the	women	may	find	that	reclaiming	their	voices	is	their	only	hope	for
lifting	themselves	into	a	better	future.For	fans	of	Madeline	Millers	Circe,	a	stunning	debut	following	Clytemnestra,	the	most	notorious	villainess	of	the	ancient	world	and	the	events	that	forged	her	into	the	legendary	queen.As	for	queens,	they	are	either	hated	or	forgotten.	She	already	knows	which	option	suits	her	bestYou	were	born	to	a	king,	but	you
marry	a	tyrant.	You	stand	by	helplessly	as	he	sacrifices	your	child	to	placate	the	gods.	You	watch	him	wage	war	on	a	foreign	shore,	and	you	comfort	yourself	with	violent	thoughts	of	your	own.	Because	this	was	not	the	first	offence	against	you.	This	was	not	the	life	you	ever	deserved.	And	this	will	not	be	your	undoing.	Slowly,	you	plot.But	when	your
husband	returns	in	triumph,	you	become	a	woman	with	a	choice.Acceptance	or	vengeance,	infamy	follows	both.	So,	you	bide	your	time	and	force	the	gods	hands	in	the	game	of	retribution.	For	you	understood	something	long	ago	that	the	others	never	did.If	power	isnt	given	to	you,	you	have	to	take	it	for	yourself.In	the	house	of	Helios,	god	of	the	sun
and	mightiest	of	the	Titans,	a	daughter	is	born.	But	Circe	is	a	strange	child	not	powerful,	like	her	father,	nor	viciously	alluring	like	her	mother.	Turning	to	the	world	of	mortals	for	companionship,	she	discovers	that	she	does	possess	power	the	power	of	witchcraft,	which	can	transform	rivals	into	monsters	and	menace	the	gods	themselves.Threatened,
Zeus	banishes	her	to	a	deserted	island,	where	she	hones	her	occult	craft,	tames	wild	beasts	and	crosses	paths	with	many	of	the	most	famous	figures	in	all	of	mythology,	including	the	Minotaur,	Daedalus	and	his	doomed	son	Icarus,	the	murderous	Medea,	and,	of	course,	wily	Odysseus.But	there	is	danger,	too,	for	a	woman	who	stands	alone,	and	Circe
unwittingly	draws	the	wrath	of	both	men	and	gods,	ultimately	finding	herself	pitted	against	one	of	the	most	terrifying	and	vengeful	of	the	Olympians.	To	protect	what	she	loves	most,	Circe	must	summon	all	her	strength	and	choose,	once	and	for	all,	whether	she	belongs	with	the	gods	she	is	born	from,	or	the	mortals	she	has	come	to	love.With
unforgettably	vivid	characters,	mesmerizing	language,	and	page-turning	suspense,	Circe	is	a	triumph	of	storytelling,	an	intoxicating	epic	of	family	rivalry,	palace	intrigue,	love	and	loss,	as	well	as	a	celebration	of	indomitable	female	strength	in	a	mans	world.Achilles,	the	best	of	all	the	Greeks,	son	of	the	cruel	sea	goddess	Thetis	and	the	legendary	king
Peleus,	is	strong,	swift,	and	beautiful,	irresistible	to	all	who	meet	him.	Patroclus	is	an	awkward	young	prince,	exiled	from	his	homeland	after	an	act	of	shocking	violence.	Brought	together	by	chance,	they	forge	an	inseparable	bond,	despite	risking	the	gods	wrath.They	are	trained	by	the	centaur	Chiron	in	the	arts	of	war	and	medicine,	but	when	word
comes	that	Helen	of	Sparta	has	been	kidnapped,	all	the	heroes	of	Greece	are	called	upon	to	lay	siege	to	Troy	in	her	name.	Seduced	by	the	promise	of	a	glorious	destiny,	Achilles	joins	their	cause,	and	torn	between	love	and	fear	for	his	friend,	Patroclus	follows.	Little	do	they	know	that	the	cruel	Fates	will	test	them	both	as	never	before	and	demand	a
terrible	sacrifice.In	myth,	Theseus	was	the	slayer	of	the	child-devouring	Minotaur	in	Crete.	What	the	founder-hero	might	have	been	in	real	life	is	another	question,	brilliantly	explored	in	The	King	Must	Die.	Drawing	on	modern	scholarship	and	archaeological	findings	at	Knossos,	Mary	Renaults	Theseus	is	an	utterly	lifelike	figurea	king	of	immense
charisma,	whose	boundless	strivings	flow	from	strength	and	weaknessbut	also	one	steered	by	implacable	prophecy.The	story	follows	Theseuss	adventures	from	Troizen	to	Eleusis,	where	the	death	in	the	books	title	is	to	take	place,	and	from	Athens	to	Crete,	where	he	learns	to	jump	bulls	and	is	named	king	of	the	victims.	Richly	imbued	with	the	spirit	of



its	time,	this	is	a	page-turner	as	well	as	a	daring	act	of	imagination.This	brilliant	recreation	of	the	story	of	the	legendary	hero	Theseus	begins	with	his	triumphant	return	from	Crete	after	slaying	the	Minotaur.	Having	freed	the	city	of	Athens	from	the	onerous	tribute	demanded	by	the	ruler	of	Knossosthe	sacrifice	of	noble	youths	and	maidens	to	the
Labytinths	monsterTheseus	has	returned	home	to	find	his	father	dead	and	himself	the	new	king.	But	his	adventures	have	only	just	begun:	he	still	must	confront	the	Amazons,	capture	their	queen,	Hippolyta,	and	face	the	tragic	results	of	Phaedras	jealous	rage.In	this	timeless	tale	of	two	mortal	princesses-	one	beautiful	and	one	unattractive-	C.S.	Lewis
reworks	the	classical	myth	of	Cupid	and	Psyche	into	an	enduring	piece	of	contemporary	fiction.	This	is	the	story	of	Orual,	Psyches	embittered	and	ugly	older	sister,	who	possessively	and	harmfully	loves	Psyche.	Much	to	Oruals	frustration,	Psyche	is	loved	by	Cupid,	the	god	of	love	himself,	setting	the	troubled	Orual	on	a	path	of	moral	development.Set
against	the	backdrop	of	Glome,	a	barbaric,	pre-Christian	world,	the	struggles	between	sacred	and	profane	love	are	illuminated	as	Orual	learns	that	we	cannot	understand	the	intent	of	the	gods	till	we	have	faces	and	sincerity	in	our	souls	and	selves.This	is	book	one	of	the	Troy	series.	The	whole	series	is	rated	well!He	is	a	man	of	many	names.	Some	call
him	the	Golden	One;	others,	the	Lord	of	the	Silver	Bow.	To	the	Dardanians,	he	is	Prince	Aeneas.	But	to	his	friends,	he	is	Helikaon.	Strong,	fast,	quick	of	mind,	he	is	a	bold	warrior,	hated	by	his	enemies,	feared	even	by	his	Trojan	allies.	For	there	is	a	darkness	at	the	heart	of	the	Golden	One,	a	savagery	that,	once	awakened,	can	be	appeased	only	with
blood.Argurios	the	Mykene	is	a	peerless	fighter,	a	man	of	unbending	principles	and	unbreakable	will.	Like	all	of	the	Mykene	warriors,	he	lives	to	conquer	and	to	kill.	Dispatched	by	King	Agamemnon	to	scout	the	defenses	of	the	golden	city	of	Troy,	he	is	Helikaons	sworn	enemy.Andromache	is	a	priestess	of	Thera	betrothed	against	her	will	to	Hektor,
prince	of	Troy.	Scornful	of	tradition,	skilled	in	the	arts	of	war,	and	passionate	in	the	ways	of	her	order,	Andromache	vows	to	love	whom	she	pleases	and	to	live	as	she	desires.Now	fate	is	about	to	thrust	these	three	together;	and,	from	the	sparks	of	passionate	love	and	hate,	ignite	a	fire	that	will	engulf	the	world.The	award-winning	poet	Anne	Carson
reinvents	a	genre	in	Autobiography	of	Red,	a	stunning	work	that	is	both	a	novel	and	a	poem,	both	an	unconventional	re-creation	of	an	ancient	Greek	myth	and	a	wholly	original	coming-of-age	story	set	in	the	present.Geryon,	a	young	boy	who	is	also	a	winged	red	monster,	reveals	the	volcanic	terrain	of	his	fragile,	tormented	soul	in	an	autobiography	he
begins	at	the	age	of	five.	As	he	grows	older,	Geryon	escapes	his	abusive	brother	and	affectionate	but	ineffectual	mother,	finding	solace	behind	the	lens	of	his	camera	and	in	the	arms	of	a	young	man	named	Herakles,	a	cavalier	drifter	who	leaves	him	at	the	peak	of	infatuation.	When	Herakles	reappears	years	later,	Geryon	confronts	again	the	pain	of	his
desire	and	embarks	on	a	journey	that	will	unleash	his	creative	imagination	to	its	fullest	extent.	By	turns	whimsical	and	haunting,	erudite	and	accessible,	richly	layered	and	deceptively	simple,	Autobiography	of	Red	is	a	profoundly	moving	portrait	of	an	artist	coming	to	terms	with	the	fantastic	accident	of	who	he	is.Margaret	Atwood	returns	with	a
shrewd,	funny,	and	insightful	retelling	of	the	myth	of	Odysseus	from	the	point	of	view	of	Penelope.	Describing	her	own	remarkable	vision,	the	author	writes	in	the	foreword,	Ive	chosen	to	give	the	telling	of	the	story	to	Penelope	and	to	the	twelve	hanged	maids.	The	maids	form	a	chanting	and	singing	Chorus,	which	focuses	on	two	questions	that	must
pose	themselves	after	any	close	reading	of	the	Odyssey:	What	led	to	the	hanging	of	the	maids,	and	what	was	Penelope	really	up	to?	The	story	as	told	in	the	Odyssey	doesnt	hold	water:	there	are	too	many	inconsistencies.	Ive	always	been	haunted	by	the	hanged	maids	and,	in	The	Penelopiad,	so	is	Penelope	herself.Condemned	to	shoulder	the	world
forever	by	the	gods	he	dared	defy,	freedom	seems	unattainable	to	Atlas.	But	then	he	receives	an	unexpected	visit	from	Heracles,	the	one	man	strong	enough	to	share	the	burden	.	.	.Jeanette	Wintersons	retelling	of	the	myth	of	Atlas	and	Heracles	asks	difficult	and	eternal	questions	about	the	nature	of	choice	and	coercion.	Visionary	and	inventive,
Weight	turns	the	familiar	on	its	head	to	show	us	ourselves	in	a	new	light.Girl	meets	boy.	Its	a	story	as	old	as	time.	But	what	happens	when	an	old	story	meets	a	brand	new	set	of	circumstances?Ali	Smiths	re-mix	of	Ovids	most	joyful	metamorphosis	is	a	story	about	the	kind	of	fluidity	that	cant	be	bottled	and	sold.It	is	about	girls	and	boys,	girls	and	girls,
love	and	transformation,	a	story	of	puns	and	doubles,	reversals	and	revelations.Funny	and	fresh,	poetic	and	political,	Girl	Meets	Boy	is	a	myth	of	metamorphosis	for	the	modern	world.This	is	the	womens	war,	just	as	much	as	it	is	the	mens.	They	have	waited	long	enough	for	their	turn	.	.	.This	was	never	the	story	of	one	woman,	or	two.	It	was	the	story	of
them	all	.	.	.In	the	middle	of	the	night,	a	woman	wakes	to	find	her	beloved	city	engulfed	in	flames.	Ten	seemingly	endless	years	of	conflict	between	the	Greeks	and	the	Trojans	are	over.	Troy	has	fallen.From	the	Trojan	women	whose	fates	now	lie	in	the	hands	of	the	Greeks,	to	the	Amazon	princess	who	fought	Achilles	on	their	behalf,	to	Penelope
awaiting	the	return	of	Odysseus,	to	the	three	goddesses	whose	feud	started	it	all,	these	are	the	stories	of	the	women	whose	lives,	loves,	and	rivalries	were	forever	altered	by	this	long	and	tragic	war.A	womans	epic,	powerfully	imbued	with	new	life,	A	Thousand	Ships	puts	the	women,	girls	and	goddesses	at	the	center	of	the	Western	worlds	great	tale
ever	told.They	will	fear	you	and	flee	you	and	call	you	a	monster.The	only	mortal	in	a	family	of	gods,	Medusa	is	the	youngest	of	the	Gorgon	sisters.	Unlike	her	siblings,	Medusa	grows	older,	experiences	change,	feels	weakness.	Her	mortal	lifespan	gives	her	an	urgency	that	her	family	will	never	know.When	the	sea	god	Poseidon	assaults	Medusa	in
Athenes	temple,	the	goddess	is	enraged.	Furious	by	the	violation	of	her	sacred	space,	Athene	takes	revengeon	the	young	woman.	Punished	for	Poseidons	actions,	Medusa	is	forever	transformed.	Writhing	snakes	replace	her	hair	and	her	gaze	will	turn	any	living	creature	to	stone.	Cursed	with	the	power	to	destroy	all	she	loves	with	one	look,	Medusa
condemns	herself	to	a	life	of	solitude.Until	Perseus	embarks	upon	a	fateful	quest	to	fetch	the	head	of	a	Gorgon	.	.	.In	Stone	Blind,	classicist	and	comedian	Natalie	Haynes	turns	our	understanding	of	this	legendary	myth	on	its	head,	bringing	empathy	and	nuance	to	one	of	the	earliest	stories	in	which	a	womaninjured	by	a	powerful	manis	blamed,
punished,	and	monstered	for	the	assault.	Delving	into	the	origins	of	this	mythic	tale,	Haynes	revitalizes	and	reconstructs	Medusas	story	with	her	passion	and	fierce	wit,	offering	a	timely	retelling	of	this	classic	myth	that	speaks	to	us	today.Being	a	Greek	god	is	not	all	it	once	was.	Yes,	the	twelve	gods	of	Olympus	are	alive	and	well	in	the	twenty-first
century,	but	they	are	crammed	together	in	a	London	townhouseand	none	too	happy	about	it.	And	theyve	had	to	get	day	jobs:	Artemis	as	a	dog-walker,	Apollo	as	a	TV	psychic,	Aphrodite	as	a	phone	sex	operator,	Dionysus	as	a	DJ.Even	more	disturbingly,	their	powers	are	waning,	and	even	turning	mortals	into	treesa	favorite	pastime	of	Apollosis	sapping
their	vital	reserves	of	strength.Soon,	what	begins	as	a	minor	squabble	between	Aphrodite	and	Apollo	escalates	into	an	epic	battle	of	wills.	Two	perplexed	humans,	Alice	and	Neil,	who	are	caught	in	the	crossfire,	must	fear	not	only	for	their	own	lives,	but	for	the	survival	of	humankind.	Nothing	less	than	a	true	act	of	heroism	is	needed-but	can	these	two
decidedly	ordinary	people	replicate	the	feats	of	the	mythical	heroes	and	save	the	world?Piranesis	house	is	no	ordinary	building:	its	rooms	are	infinite,	its	corridors	endless,	its	walls	are	lined	with	thousands	upon	thousands	of	statues,	each	one	different	from	all	the	others.	Within	the	labyrinth	of	halls	an	ocean	is	imprisoned;	waves	thunder	up
staircases,	rooms	are	flooded	in	an	instant.	But	Piranesi	is	not	afraid;	he	understands	the	tides	as	he	understands	the	pattern	of	the	labyrinth	itself.	He	lives	to	explore	the	house.There	is	one	other	person	in	the	housea	man	called	The	Other,	who	visits	Piranesi	twice	a	week	and	asks	for	help	with	research	into	A	Great	and	Secret	Knowledge.	But	as
Piranesi	explores,	evidence	emerges	of	another	person,	and	a	terrible	truth	begins	to	unravel,	revealing	a	world	beyond	the	one	Piranesi	has	always	known.On	the	day	of	his	daughters	wedding,	Agamemnon	orders	her	sacrifice.	His	daughter	is	led	to	her	death,	and	Agamemnon	leads	his	army	into	battle,	where	he	is	rewarded	with	glorious
victory.Three	years	later,	he	returns	home	and	his	murderous	action	has	set	the	entire	family	mother,	brother,	sister	on	a	path	of	intimate	violence,	as	they	enter	a	world	of	hushed	commands	and	soundless	journeys	through	the	palaces	dungeons	and	bedchambers.	As	his	wife	seeks	his	death,	his	daughter,	Electra,	is	the	silent	observer	to	the	familys
game	of	innocence	while	his	son,	Orestes,	is	sent	into	bewildering,	frightening	exile	where	survival	is	far	from	certain.	Out	of	their	desolating	loss,	Electra	and	Orestes	must	find	a	way	to	right	these	wrongs	of	the	past	even	if	it	means	committing	themselves	to	a	terrible,	barbarous	act.House	of	Names	is	a	story	of	intense	longing	and	shocking
betrayal.	It	is	a	work	of	great	beauty,	and	daring,	from	one	of	our	finest	living	writers.A	hurricane	is	building	over	the	Gulf	of	Mexico,	threatening	the	coastal	town	of	Bois	Sauvage,	Mississippi,	and	Eschs	father	is	growing	concerned.	A	hard	drinker,	largely	absent,	he	doesnt	show	concern	for	much	else.	Esch	and	her	three	brothers	are	stocking	food,
but	there	isnt	much	to	save.	Lately,	Esch	cant	keep	down	what	food	she	gets;	shes	fourteen	and	pregnant.	Her	brother	Skeetah	is	sneaking	scraps	for	his	prized	pitbulls	new	litter,	dying	one	by	one	in	the	dirt.	Meanwhile,	brothers	Randall	and	Junior	try	to	stake	their	claim	in	a	family	long	on	childs	play	and	short	on	parenting.As	the	twelve	days	that
make	up	the	novels	framework	yield	to	their	dramatic	conclusion,	this	unforgettable	familymotherless	children	sacrificing	for	one	another	as	they	can,	protecting	and	nurturing	where	love	is	scarcepulls	itself	up	to	face	another	day.	A	big-hearted	novel	about	familial	love	and	community	against	all	odds,	and	a	wrenching	look	at	the	lonesome,	brutal,
and	restrictive	realities	of	rural	poverty,	Salvage	the	Bones	is	muscled	with	poetry,	revelatory,	and	real.The	ancient	city	of	Troy	has	withstood	a	decade	under	siege	of	the	powerful	Greek	army,	which	continues	to	wage	bloody	war	over	a	stolen	womanHelen.	In	the	Greek	camp,	another	womanBriseiswatches	and	waits	for	the	wars	outcome.	She	was
queen	of	one	of	Troys	neighboring	kingdoms,	until	Achilles,	Greeces	greatest	warrior,	sacked	her	city	and	murdered	her	husband	and	brothers.	Briseis	becomes	Achilless	concubine,	a	prize	of	battle,	and	must	adjust	quickly	in	order	to	survive	a	radically	different	life,	as	one	of	the	many	conquered	women	who	serve	the	Greek	army.When	Agamemnon,
the	brutal	political	leader	of	the	Greek	forces,	demands	Briseis	for	himself,	she	finds	herself	caught	between	the	two	most	powerful	of	the	Greeks.	Achilles	refuses	to	fight	in	protest,	and	the	Greeks	begin	to	lose	ground	to	their	Trojan	opponents.	Keenly	observant	and	coolly	unflinching	about	the	daily	horrors	of	war,	Briseis	finds	herself	in	an
unprecedented	position,	able	to	observe	the	two	men	driving	the	Greek	army	in	what	will	become	their	final	confrontation,	deciding	the	fate	not	only	of	Briseiss	people	but	also	of	the	ancient	world	at	large.Briseis	is	just	one	among	thousands	of	women	living	behind	the	scenes	in	this	warthe	slaves	and	prostitutes,	the	nurses,	the	women	who	lay	out
the	deadall	of	them	erased	by	history.	With	breathtaking	historical	detail	and	luminous	prose,	Pat	Barker	brings	the	teeming	world	of	the	Greek	camp	to	vivid	life.	She	offers	nuanced,	complex	portraits	of	characters	and	stories	familiar	from	mythology,	which,	seen	from	Briseiss	perspective,	are	rife	with	newfound	revelations.	Barkers	latest	builds	on
her	decades-long	study	of	war	and	its	impact	on	individual	livesand	it	is	nothing	short	of	magnificent.Troy	has	fallen	and	the	victorious	Greeks	are	eager	to	return	home	with	the	spoils	of	an	endless	warincluding	the	women	of	Troy	themselves.	They	await	a	fair	wind	for	the	Aegean.It	does	not	come,	because	the	gods	are	offended.	The	body	of	King
Priam	lies	unburied	and	desecrated,	and	so	the	victors	remain	in	suspension,	camped	in	the	shadows	of	the	city	they	destroyed	as	the	coalition	that	held	them	together	begins	to	unravel.	Old	feuds	resurface	and	new	suspicions	and	rivalries	begin	to	fester.Largely	unnoticed	by	her	captors,	the	one	time	Trojan	queen	Briseis,	formerly	Achilless	slave,
now	belonging	to	his	companion	Alcimus,	quietly	takes	in	these	developments.	She	forges	alliances	when	she	can,	with	Priams	aged	wife	the	defiant	Hecuba	and	with	the	disgraced	soothsayer	Calchas,	all	the	while	shrewdly	seeking	her	path	to	revenge.Seventeen	years	ago,	King	Odysseus	sailed	to	war	with	Troy,	taking	with	him	every	man	of	fighting
age	from	the	island	of	Ithaca.	None	of	them	has	returned,	and	the	women	of	Ithaca	have	been	left	behind	to	run	the	kingdom.Penelope	was	barely	into	womanhood	when	she	wed	Odysseus.	While	he	lived,	her	position	was	secure.	But	now,	years	on,	speculation	is	mounting	that	her	husband	is	dead,	and	suitors	are	beginning	to	knock	at	her	door.No
one	man	is	strong	enough	to	claim	Odysseus	empty	thronenot	yet.	But	everyone	waits	for	the	balance	of	power	to	tip,	and	Penelope	knows	that	any	choice	she	makes	could	plunge	Ithaca	into	bloody	civil	war.	Only	through	cunning,	wit,	and	her	trusted	circle	of	maids,	can	she	maintain	the	tenuous	peace	needed	for	the	kingdom	to	survive.This	is	the
story	of	Penelope	of	Ithaca,	famed	wife	of	Odysseus,	as	it	has	never	been	told	before.	Beyond	Ithacas	shores,	the	whims	of	gods	dictate	the	wars	of	men.	But	on	the	isle,	it	is	the	choices	of	the	abandoned	womenand	their	goddesses	that	will	change	the	course	of	the	world.Sold	by	her	mother.	Enslaved	in	Pompeiis	brothel.	Determined	to	survive.	Her
name	is	Amara.	Welcome	to	the	Wolf	DenAmara	was	once	a	beloved	daughter,	until	her	fathers	death	plunged	her	family	into	penury.	Now	she	is	a	slave	in	Pompeiis	infamous	brothel,	owned	by	a	man	she	despises.	Sharp,	clever	and	resourceful,	Amara	is	forced	to	hide	her	talents.	For	as	a	she-wolf,	her	only	value	lies	in	the	desire	she	can	stir	in
others.But	Amaras	spirit	is	far	from	broken.By	day,	she	walks	the	streets	with	her	fellow	she-wolves,	finding	comfort	in	the	laughter	and	dreams	they	share.	For	the	streets	of	Pompeii	are	alive	with	opportunity.	Out	here,	even	the	lowest	slave	can	secure	a	reversal	in	fortune.	Amara	has	learnt	that	everything	in	this	city	has	its	price.	But	how	much	is
her	freedom	going	to	cost	her?Set	in	Pompeiis	lupanar,	The	Wolf	Den	reimagines	the	lives	of	women	who	have	long	been	overlooked.The	life	of	a	courtesan	in	Pompeii	is	glittering,	yet	precariousAmara	has	escaped	her	life	as	a	slave	in	the	towns	most	notorious	brothel,	but	now	her	existence	depends	on	the	affections	of	her	patron:	a	man	she	might
not	know	as	well	as	she	once	thought.At	night	she	dreams	of	the	wolf	den,	still	haunted	by	her	past.	Amara	longs	for	the	women	she	was	forced	to	leave	behind	and	worse,	finds	herself	pursued	by	the	man	who	once	owned	her.	In	order	to	be	free,	she	will	need	to	be	as	ruthless	as	he	is.Amara	knows	her	existence	in	Pompeii	is	subject	to	Venus,	the
goddess	of	love.	Yet	finding	love	may	prove	to	be	the	most	dangerous	act	of	all.We	return	to	Pompeii	for	the	second	instalment	in	Elodie	Harpers	Wolf	Den	Trilogy,	set	in	the	towns	lupanar	and	reimagining	the	lives	of	women	long	overlooked.Ariadne,	Princess	of	Crete,	grows	up	greeting	the	dawn	from	her	beautiful	dancing	floor	and	listening	to	her
nursemaids	stories	of	gods	and	heroes.	But	beneath	her	golden	palace	echo	the	ever-present	hoofbeats	of	her	brother,	the	Minotaur,	a	monster	who	demands	blood	sacrifice.When	Theseus,	the	Prince	of	Athens,	arrives	to	vanquish	the	beast,	Ariadne	sees	in	his	green	eyes	not	a	threat	but	an	escape.	Defying	the	gods,	betraying	her	family	and	country,
and	risking	everything	for	love,	Ariadne	helps	Theseus	kill	the	Minotaur.	But	will	Ariadnes	decision	ensure	her	happy	ending?	And	what	of	Phaedra,	the	beloved	younger	sister	she	leaves	behind?Hypnotic,	propulsive,	and	utterly	transporting,	Jennifer	SaintsAriadneforges	a	new	epic,	one	that	puts	the	forgotten	women	of	Greek	mythology	back	at	the
heart	of	the	story,	as	they	strive	for	a	better	world.Daughter.	Sister.	Priestess.	Protector.Son.	Brother.	Demi-God.	Hero.Monsters.Gifted	and	burdened	with	beauty	far	beyond	that	of	mere	mortals,	Medusa	seeks	sanctuary	with	the	Goddess	Athena.	But	when	the	lustful	gaze	of	mighty	Poseidon	falls	upon	her,	even	the	Temple	of	Athena	cannot	protect
her.Young	Perseus	embarks	on	a	seemingly	impossible	quest.	Equipped	with	only	bravado	and	determination,	his	only	chance	of	success	lays	in	the	hands	of	his	immortal	siblings.Medusa	and	Perseus	soon	become	pawns	of	spiteful	and	selfish	gods.	Faced	with	the	repercussions	of	Athenas	wrath	Medusa	has	no	choice	but	to	flee	and	hide.	But	can	she
do	so	without	becoming	the	monster	they	say	she	is.History	tells	of	conquering	heroes.	Tales	distorted	by	time.	Medusas	truth	has	long	been	lost.	Until	now.	Now	it	is	time	to	hear	her	truth.All	murders	must	be	avenged.While	the	rest	of	Greece	mourns	for	the	war	that	has	taken	their	husbands	away,	Clytemnestra	fears	the	day	it	will	bring	hers
back.When	her	husband	willingly	sacrifices	their	eldest	daughter	to	appease	the	Gods,	Clytemnestra	vows	to	do	whatever	it	takes	to	protect	her	remaining	children.	But	in	doing	so	she	faces	losing	them	altogether.A	story	of	love,	loss	and	bitter	betrayals,	A	Spartans	Sorrow	shows	that	sometimes	you	must	risk	it	all	to	protect	the	ones	you	love.If	you
are	a	fan	of	vengeful	Gods	and	fierce	family	rivalries	you	will	love	Hannah	Lynns	epic	tale	of	ancient	Greeces	most	formidable	Queen.Sisters.	Mothers.	Lovers.	Warriors.In	ancient	Themiscyra,	Hippolyte	rules	as	Queen	of	the	Amazons.	Feared	throughout	Greece,	their	skills	on	the	battlefield	are	unrivalled.	But	when	a	ship	lands	on	their	shores,	it
brings	something	more	dangerous	than	the	threat	of	war.	It	brings	a	future	Hippolyte	could	never	have	dreamed	of.Swept	away	to	Athens,	Hippolyte	learns	a	love	that	transcends	even	the	bond	of	the	Amazon	women.	But	can	she	forget	her	warrior	past	and	forge	a	new	life?With	her	sister	gone,	Penthesilea	is	left	with	no	choice	but	to	rise	as	the	new
Amazon	Queen.	Forgoing	her	sisters	compassion	and	wisdom,	Penthesilea	rules	with	impulsiveness	and	ferocity	that	sparks	terror	throughout	the	Aegean.But	when	Hippolytes	world	starts	to	crumble	it	is	up	to	Penthesilea	to	decide	how	far	she	will	go	to	defend	their	honour,	family	and	way	of	life.The	House	of	Atreus	is	cursed.	A	bloodline	tainted	by	a
generational	cycle	of	violence	and	vengeance.	This	is	the	story	of	three	women,	their	fates	inextricably	tied	to	this	curse,	and	the	fickle	nature	of	men	and	gods.ClytemnestraThe	sister	of	Helen,	wife	of	Agamemnon	her	hopes	of	averting	the	curse	are	dashed	when	her	sister	is	taken	to	Troy	by	the	feckless	Paris.	Her	husband	raises	a	great	army	against
them,	and	determines	to	win,	whatever	the	cost.CassandraPrincess	of	Troy,	and	cursed	by	Apollo	to	see	the	future	but	never	to	be	believed	when	she	speaks	of	it.	She	is	powerless	in	her	knowledge	that	the	city	will	fall.ElektraThe	youngest	daughter	of	Clytemnestra	and	Agamemnon,	Elektra	is	horrified	by	the	bloodletting	of	her	kin.	But,	can	she
escape	the	curse,	or	is	her	own	destiny	also	bound	by	violence?Princess,	Warrior,	Lover,	HeroWhen	Princess	Atalanta	is	born,	a	daughter	rather	than	the	son	her	parents	hoped	for,	she	is	left	on	a	mountainside	to	die.	But	even	then,	she	is	a	survivor.	Raised	by	a	mother	bear	under	the	protective	eye	of	the	goddess	Artemis,	Atalanta	grows	up	wild	and
free,	with	just	one	condition:	if	she	marries,	Artemis	warns,	it	will	be	her	undoing.Although	she	loves	her	beautiful	forest	home,	Atalanta	yearns	for	adventure.	When	Artemis	offers	her	the	chance	to	fight	in	her	name	alongside	the	Argonauts,	the	fiercest	band	of	warriors	the	world	has	ever	seen,	Atalanta	seizes	it.	The	Argonauts	quest	for	the	Golden
Fleece	is	filled	with	impossible	challenges,	but	Atalanta	proves	herself	equal	to	the	men	she	fights	alongside.	As	she	is	swept	into	a	passionate	affair,	in	defiance	of	Artemiss	warning,	she	begins	to	question	the	goddesss	true	intentions.	Can	Atalanta	carve	out	her	own	legendary	place	in	a	world	of	men,	while	staying	true	to	her	heart?Full	of	joy,
passion,	and	adventure,	Atalanta	is	the	story	of	a	woman	who	refuses	to	be	contained.	Jennifer	Saint	places	Atalanta	in	the	pantheon	of	the	greatest	heroes	in	Greek	mythology,	where	she	belongs.Hera,	immortal	goddess	and	daughter	of	the	ancient	Titan	Cronos,	helped	her	brother	Zeus	to	overthrow	their	tyrannical	father	so	that	they	could	rule	the
world.	But,	as	they	establish	their	reign	on	Mount	Olympus,	Hera	suspects	that	Zeus	might	be	just	as	ruthless	and	cruel	as	their	father	was,	and	she	begins	to	question	her	role	at	his	side.	She	was	born	to	rule,	but	does	that	mean	perpetuating	a	cycle	of	violence	and	cruelty	that	has	existed	since	the	dawn	of	time?	Will	assuming	her	power	mean	that
Hera	loses	herself,	or	can	she	find	a	way	to	forge	a	better	world?Traditionally	portrayed	as	a	jealous	wife,	a	wicked	stepmother,	and	a	victim-blaming	instrument	of	the	patriarchy,	Hera	is	ripe	for	a	retelling	that	shows	her	as	a	powerful	queen	ruthless	when	she	needs	to	be,	but	also	compassionate,	strategic,	and	ambitious.	WithHera,	beloved	and
bestselling	author	Jennifer	Saint	delivers	another	epic	and	enthralling	reimagining	of	a	Greek	heroine	we	only	thought	we	knew.Who	said	true	love	is	a	myth?A	prophecy	claims	that	Psyche,	princess	of	Mycenae,	will	defeat	a	monster	feared	even	by	the	gods.	Rebelling	against	her	societys	expectations	for	women,	Psyche	spends	her	youth	mastering
blade	and	bow,	preparing	to	meet	her	destiny.When	Psyche	angers	the	love	goddess	Aphrodite,	she	sends	Eros,	god	of	desire,	to	deliver	a	cruel	curse.	After	eons	watching	humanity	twist	his	gifts,	the	last	thing	Eros	wants	is	to	become	involved	in	the	chaos	of	the	mortal	world.	But	when	he	pricks	himself	with	the	arrow	intended	for	Psyche,	Eros	finds
himself	doomed	to	yearn	for	a	woman	who	will	be	torn	from	him	the	moment	their	eyes	meet.Thrown	together	by	fate,	headstrong	Psyche	and	world-weary	Eros	will	face	challenges	greater	than	they	could	have	ever	imagined.	And	as	the	Trojan	War	begins	and	divine	powers	try	to	keep	them	apart,	the	pair	must	determine	if	the	curse	could	become
something	more	.	.	.	before	its	too	late.A	joyous	and	subversive	tale	of	gods,	monsters,	and	the	human	heart	and	soul,	Psyche	and	Eros	dazzles	the	senses	while	exploring	notions	of	trust,	sacrifice,	and	what	it	truly	means	to	be	a	hero.	With	unforgettably	vivid	characters,	spellbinding	prose,	and	delicious	tension,	Luna	McNamara	has	crafted	a
shimmering	and	propulsive	debut	novel	about	a	love	so	strong	it	defies	the	will	of	Olympus.Sparta	forged	her	into	a	deadly	weapon.	Now	the	gods	need	her	to	save	the	world!Seventeen-year-old	Daphne	has	spent	her	entire	life	honing	her	body	and	mind	into	that	of	a	warrior,	hoping	to	be	accepted	by	the	unyielding	people	of	ancient	Sparta.	But	an
unexpected	encounter	with	the	goddess	Artemiswho	holds	Daphnes	brothers	fate	in	her	handsupends	the	life	shes	worked	so	hard	to	build.	Nine	mysterious	items	have	been	stolen	from	Mount	Olympus,	and	if	Daphne	cannot	find	them,	the	gods	waning	powers	will	fade	away,	the	mortal	world	will	descend	into	chaos,	and	her	brothers	life	will	be
forfeit.Guided	by	Artemiss	twinthe	handsome	and	entirely-too-self-assured	god	ApolloDaphnes	journey	will	take	her	from	the	labyrinth	of	the	Minotaur	to	the	riddle-spinning	Sphinx	of	Thebes,	team	her	up	with	mythological	legends	such	as	Theseus	and	Hippolyta	of	the	Amazons,	and	pit	her	against	the	gods	themselves.A	reinterpretation	of	the	classic
Greek	myth	of	Daphne	and	Apollo,	Daughter	of	Sparta,	by	debut	author	Claire	M.	Andrews	turns	the	traditionally	male-dominated	mythology	we	know	into	a	heart-pounding	and	empowering	female-led	adventure.A	year	after	saving	the	powers	of	Olympus	by	defeating	Nyx,	the	Goddess	of	Darkness,	Daphne	is	haunted	by	still-looming	threats,	her
complicated	feelings	for	the	god	Apollo,	and	the	promise	she	made	to	the	Olympian	gods	that	she	would	help	them	again	when	they	called	upon	her.	When	their	command	finally	comes,	it	is	deceptively	simple:	secure	herself	a	spot	as	one	of	Queen	Helens	guards.A	war	is	coming,	and	all	of	Sparta	must	be	prepared.In	the	midst	of	a	treaty	summit
among	the	monarchs	of	Greece,	Daphne	and	Helen	uncover	a	plot	of	betrayaland	soon,	a	battle	begins	that	leads	to	all-out	war.	As	the	kingdoms	of	Greece	clash	on	the	shores	of	Troy	and	the	gods	choose	sides,	Daphne	must	use	her	wits,	her	training,	and	her	precarious	relationship	with	Apollo	to	find	a	way	to	keep	her	queen	safe,	stop	the	war,	and
uncover	the	true	reason	the	gods	led	her	to	Troy.	But	the	gods	are	keeping	more	than	one	secret,	and	Daphne	will	be	forced	to	decide	how	far	she	is	willing	to	go	to	save	those	she	lovesand	whose	side	shes	on	in	a	war	that	is	prophesized	to	be	the	downfall	of	her	people.The	Briscoe	family	is	once	again	the	talk	of	their	small	town	when	March	returns
to	East	Texas	two	years	after	he	was	caught	having	an	affair	with	his	brothers	wife.	His	mother,	June,	hardly	welcomes	him	back	with	open	arms.	Her	husbands	own	past	affairs	have	made	her	tired	of	being	the	long-suffering	spouse.	Is	it,	perhaps,	time	for	a	change?	Within	days	of	Marchs	arrival,	someone	is	dead,	marriages	are	upended,	and	even
the	strongest	of	alliances	are	shattered.	In	the	end,	the	ties	that	hold	them	together	might	be	exactly	what	drag	them	all	down.An	expansive	tour	de	force,	Olympus,	Texas	cleverly	weaves	elements	of	classical	mythology	into	a	thoroughly	modern	family	saga,	rich	in	drama	and	psychological	complexity.	After	all,	at	some	point,	dont	we	all	wonder:
What	good	is	this	destructive	force	we	call	love?Every	seven	years,	the	Agon	begins.	As	punishment	for	a	past	rebellion,	nine	Greek	gods	are	forced	to	walk	the	earth	as	mortals,	hunted	by	the	descendants	of	ancient	bloodlines,	all	eager	to	kill	a	god	and	seize	their	divine	power	and	immortality.Long	ago,	Lore	Perseous	fled	that	brutal	world	in	the
wake	of	her	familys	sadistic	murder	by	a	rival	line,	turning	her	back	on	the	hunts	promises	of	eternal	glory.	For	years	shes	pushed	away	any	thought	of	revenge	against	the	mannow	a	godresponsible	for	their	deaths.Yet	as	the	next	hunt	dawns	over	New	York	City,	two	participants	seek	out	her	help:	Castor,	a	childhood	friend	of	Lore	believed	long
dead,	and	a	gravely	wounded	Athena,	among	the	last	of	the	original	gods.The	goddess	offers	an	alliance	against	their	mutual	enemy	and,	at	last,	a	way	for	Lore	to	leave	the	Agon	behind	forever.	But	Lores	decision	to	bind	her	fate	to	Athenas	and	rejoin	the	hunt	will	come	at	a	deadly	costand	still	may	not	be	enough	to	stop	the	rise	of	a	new	god	with	the
power	to	bring	humanity	to	its	knees.Experience	the	propulsive	love	story	of	two	Greek	godsHades	and	Persephonebrought	to	life	with	lavish	artwork	and	an	irresistible	contemporary	voice.Scandalous	gossip,	wild	parties,	and	forbidden	lovewitness	what	the	gods	do	after	dark	in	this	stylish	and	contemporary	reimagining	of	one	of	mythologys	most
well-known	stories	from	creator	Rachel	Smythe.	Featuring	a	brand-new,	exclusive	short	story,	Smythes	original	Eisner-nominated	web-comic	Lore	Olympus	brings	the	Greek	Pantheon	into	the	modern	age	with	this	sharply	perceptive	and	romantic	graphic	novel.This	whole	middle	grade	series	is	rated	really	well!How	do	you	punish	an	immortal?By
making	him	human.After	angering	his	father	Zeus,	the	god	Apollo	is	cast	down	from	Olympus.	Weak	and	disorientated,	he	lands	in	New	York	City	as	a	regular	teenage	boy.	Now,	without	his	godly	powers,	the	four-thousand-year-old	deity	must	learn	to	survive	in	the	modern	world	until	he	can	somehow	find	a	way	to	regain	Zeuss	favour.But	Apollo	has
many	enemiesgods,	monsters	and	mortals	who	would	love	to	see	the	former	Olympian	permanently	destroyed.	Apollo	needs	help,	and	he	can	think	of	only	one	place	to	go	an	enclave	of	modern	demigods	known	as	Camp	Half-Blood.In	a	world	where	the	children	of	the	gods	inherit	their	powers,	a	descendant	of	the	Greek	Fates	must	solve	a	series	of
impossible	murders	to	save	her	sisters,	her	soulmate,	and	her	city.Descendants	of	the	Fates	are	always	born	in	threes:	one	to	weave,	one	to	draw,	and	one	to	cut	the	threads	that	connect	people	to	the	things	they	love	and	to	life	itself.	The	Ora	sisters	are	no	exception.	Io,	the	youngest,	uses	her	Fate-born	abilities	as	a	private	investigator	in	the	half-
sunken	city	of	Alante.But	her	latest	job	leads	her	to	a	horrific	discovery:	somebody	is	abducting	women,	maiming	their	life-threads,	and	setting	the	resulting	wraiths	loose	in	the	city	to	kill.	To	find	the	culprit,	she	must	work	alongside	Edei	Rhuna,	the	right	hand	of	the	infamous	Mob	Queenand	the	boy	with	whom	she	shares	a	rare	fate-thread	linking
them	as	soul	mates	before	theyve	even	met.But	the	investigation	turns	personal	when	Ios	estranged	oldest	sister	turns	up	on	the	arm	of	her	best	suspect.	Amid	unveiled	secrets	from	her	past	and	her	growing	feelings	for	Edei,	Io	must	follow	clues	through	the	citys	darkest	corners	and	unearth	a	conspiracy	that	involves	some	of	the	citys	most	powerful
playersbefore	destruction	comes	to	her	own	doorstep.In	this	timeless	tale	of	two	mortal	princesses-	one	beautiful	and	one	unattractive-	C.S.	Lewis	reworks	the	classical	myth	of	Cupid	and	Psyche	into	an	enduring	piece	of	contemporary	fiction.	This	is	the	story	of	Orual,	Psyches	embittered	and	ugly	older	sister,	who	posessively	and	harmfully	loves
Psyche.	Much	to	Oruals	frustration,	Psyche	is	loved	by	Cupid,	the	god	of	love	himself,	setting	the	troubled	Orual	on	a	path	of	moral	development.Set	against	the	backdrop	of	Glome,	a	barbaric,	pre-Christian	world,	the	struggles	between	sacred	and	profane	love	are	illuminated	as	Orual	learns	that	we	cannot	understand	the	intent	of	the	gods	till	we
have	faces	and	sincerity	in	our	souls	and	selves.You	know	how	Medusas	story	ends,	but	youve	never	heard	her	tell	her	own	story	until	now.The	only	mortal	daughter	of	two	sea	gods,	and	a	priestess	of	Athena,	Medusa	was	a	woman	who	thought	she	had	found	her	place	in	the	world.	But	when	Medusa	suffers	a	horrific	violation	at	the	hands	of	Poseidon,
Athena	is	outraged	over	the	desecration	of	her	name	and	sends	a	message	by	transforming	Medusa	into	the	snake-haired	monster	of	legend.	With	one	look,	any	who	meet	her	gaze	is	turned	to	stone.	Word	of	her	monstrosity	travels	fast,	igniting	a	kings	fear	so	greatly	that	he	commands	the	boy-hero	Perseus	to	bring	him	her	head.	With	a	power	that
will	spare	no	one,	Medusa	begins	to	wonder	if	this	is	a	blessing	or	a	curse.	Medusa	only	knows	that	she	must	leave	the	city	she	has	come	to	call	home	before	she	harms	another	soul.Searching	for	a	haven	free	from	mortals,	anger	buoying	her	every	step,	Medusa	journeys	across	ancient	Greece.	Her	eyes	are	hidden	beneath	a	blindfold,	with	nothing	but
the	snakes	for	company.	Through	her	travels,	Medusa	discovers	solace	and	understanding	in	the	mythical	figures	she	stumbles	upon:	A	debaucherous	wine	god,	an	alluring	nymph,	and	a	three-headed	dog.	But	one	cannot	escape	fate	forever.	As	Perseus	closes	in,	Medusa	faces	a	choice:	become	the	monster	everyone	expects	her	to	be,	or	cling	to	the
last	piece	of	her	humanity.I	promised	you	the	best	fiction	books	about	Greek	mythology,	so	I	couldnt	include	these	on	the	list.	However,	these	are	nonfiction	that	often	read	like	fiction	and	are	really	popular,	so	I	had	to	include	them!Mythos	is	a	modern	collection	of	Greek	myths,	stylishly	retold	by	legendary	writer,	actor,	and	comedian	Stephen	Fry.
Fry	transforms	the	adventures	of	Zeus	and	the	Olympians	into	emotionally	resonant	and	deeply	funny	stories,	without	losing	any	of	their	original	wonder.This	stunning	book	features	classical	artwork	inspired	by	the	myths,	as	well	as	learned	notes	from	the	author.	Each	adventure	is	infused	with	Frys	distinctive	wit,	voice,	and	writing	style.
Connoisseurs	of	the	Greek	myths	will	appreciate	this	fresh-yet-reverential	interpretation,	while	newcomers	will	feel	welcome.	Retellings	brim	with	humor	and	emotion	and	offer	rich	cultural	contextCelebrating	the	thrills,	grandeur,	and	unabashed	fun	of	the	Greek	myths,	Mythos	breathes	life	into	ancient	talesfrom	Pandoras	box	to	Prometheuss
fire.This	gorgeous	volume	invites	you	to	explore	a	captivating	world	with	the	brilliant	storyteller	Stephen	Fry	as	your	guide.There	are	Heroes	and	then	there	are	Greek	Heroes.Few	mere	mortals	have	ever	embarked	on	such	bold	and	heart-stirring	adventures,	overcome	myriad	monstrous	perils,	or	outwitted	scheming	vengeful	gods,	quite	as	stylishly
and	triumphantly	as	Greek	heroes.In	this	companion	to	his	bestselling	Mythos,	Stephen	Fry	brilliantly	retells	these	dramatic,	funny,	tragic	and	timeless	tales.	Join	Jason	aboard	the	Argo	as	he	quests	for	the	Golden	Fleece.	See	Atalanta	who	was	raised	by	bears	outrun	any	man	before	being	tricked	with	golden	apples.	Witness	wily	Oedipus	solve	the
riddle	of	the	Sphinx	and	discover	how	Bellerophon	captures	the	winged	horse	Pegasus	to	help	him	slay	the	monster	Chimera.Filled	with	white-knuckle	chases	and	battles,	impossible	puzzles	and	riddles,	acts	of	base	cowardice	and	real	bravery,	not	to	mention	murders	and	selfless	sacrifices,	Heroes	is	the	story	of	what	we	mortals	are	truly	capable	of	at
our	worst	and	our	very	best.The	story	of	Troy	speaks	to	all	of	us	the	kidnapping	of	Helen,	a	queen	celebrated	for	her	beauty,	sees	the	Greeks	launch	a	thousand	ships	against	that	great	city,	to	which	they	will	lay	siege	for	ten	whole	and	very	bloody	years.It	is	Zeus,	the	king	of	the	gods,	who	triggers	war	when	he	asks	the	Trojan	prince	Paris	to	judge	the
fairest	goddess	of	them	all.	Aphrodite	bribes	Paris	with	the	heart	of	Helen,	wife	of	King	Menelaus	of	the	Greeks,	and	naturally,	nature	takes	its	course.It	is	a	terrible,	brutal	war	with	casualties	on	all	sides.	The	Greeks	cannot	defeat	the	Trojans	since	Achilles,	the	Greeks	boldest	warrior,	is	consumed	with	jealousy	over	an	allys	choice	of	lover,	the	Trojan
slave	Briseis,	and	will	not	fight	.	.	.The	stage	is	set	for	the	oldest	and	greatest	story	ever	told,	where	monstrous	passions	meet	the	highest	ideals	and	the	lowest	cunning.In	Troy	you	will	find	heroism	and	hatred,	love	and	loss,	revenge	and	regret,	desire	and	despair.	It	is	these	human	passions,	written	bloodily	in	the	sands	of	a	distant	shore,	that	still
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(Uranus)	with	the	sun,	the	moon	and	the	stars.	Then	Uranus	and	Earth	came	together	and	gave	birth	to	the	Titans.	But,	Uranus	was	afraid	that	one	of	his	children	would	take	his	throne.	That	is	why	he	enclosed	every	one	of	them	in	the	depths	of	the	Earth.	But	his	son,	Cronus,	the	strongest	of	the	Titans,	defeated	him	and	became	world	leader.	He
married	Rhea,	who	gave	birth	to	two	gods	and	three	goddesses:	Hades,	Poseidon,	Hera,	Hestia	and	Demeter.	But	Cronus	inherited	the	fear	of	his	father	and	believed	that	one	of	his	offspring	would	later	take	his	throne.	So,	when	they	were	born,	he	swallowed	them.	However,	Rhea	was	expecting	a	sixth	child	and	fearing	it	would	share	the	same	fate
with	her	other	children,	she	secretly	gave	birth	on	a	mountain	in	Crete	and	hid	the	newborn	there.	She	named	the	child	Zeus.	She	also	tricked	Cronus	into	thinking	he	swallowed	this	child	too,	by	giving	him	a	stone	wrapped	in	swaddling	clothes,	which	Cronus	swallowed	thinking	it	was	his	newborn.	The	Nymphs	took	care	of	Zeus	and	fed	the	baby	with
the	milk	of	a	goat.	When	he	grew	up,	Zeus	found	his	father	and	tricked	him	into	drinking	a	mixture	of	wine	and	mustard,	which	caused	him	to	disgorge	the	contents	of	his	stomach.	Zeus	older	brothers	and	sisters	came	out	of	Cronus	fully	grown!	This	is	how	the	great	Titanomachy	began,	the	war	between	the	Titans	and	the	Gods,	with	Zeus	as	their
leader.	This	titanic	battle	lasted	for	ten	years.	The	gods	defeated	the	Titans	and	threw	them	into	Tartarus,	a	dark	and	gloomy	place	as	far	from	the	earth	as	earth	is	from	the	sky.	Then	the	gods	fought	with	the	Giants	for	the	dominance	of	the	world.	The	Gigantomachy	lasted	a	long	time	as	well.	But	the	gods	were	again	victorious.	Thus,	Zeus	became
the	ruler	of	the	whole	world	and	he	and	the	other	gods	settled	in	Olympus.	2.he	Three	Sisters	of	Fate	In	Greek	mythology,	the	Moirae	are	the	three	goddesses	of	fate.	Clotho,	Lachesis	and	Atropos.	The	three	sisters	weave	the	fate	of	humans	and	gods	alike.	Neither	human	nor	God	has	the	power	to	influence	or	question	their	judgment	and	actions!
Clotho,	the	youngest	one,	spins	the	thread	of	life;	she	is	the	very	origin,	the	creation	of	life	itself	and	her	thread	is	spun	upon	the	birth	of	a	person!	Lachesis,	the	second	sister,	is	the	one	that	allocates	the	fate	of	people	during	life.	The	name	comes	from	the	Greek	word	which	means	to	obtain	from	lots.	In	that	sense,	one	can	understand	that	their
destiny	is	chosen	out	of	a	myriad	of	possibilities.	It	is	said	that	Lachesis	measures	the	thread	of	life	with	her	rod,	determining	its	length	and	nature.	The	last	sister	of	fate	is	Atropos,	the	unturning.	Atropos	is	the	cutter	of	the	thread	of	life	and	with	her	shears	she	determines	how	someone	will	die.	3.Prometheus	and	the	Theft	of	Fire	One	day,	Zeus
distributed	gifts	to	all	the	gods,	but	he	didn't	care	much	for	humans.	The	Titan	Prometheus,	however,	because	he	loved	and	felt	sorry	for	humans,	climbed	up	on	Olympus	and	stole	the	fire	from	Hephaestus'	workshop,	put	it	in	a	hollow	reed	and	gifted	it	to	the	humans.	This	way,	humans	could	create	fire,	warm	up	and	make	tools.	Zeus	became	very
angry	when	he	heard	about	this.	He	took	Prometheus	to	a	high	mountain,	the	Caucasus,	and	chained	him	on	a	rock	with	thick	chains	made	by	the	smith	god,	Hephaestus.	And	every	day,	Zeus	would	send	an	eagle	that	ate	Prometheus	liver.	For	thirty	years	Prometheus	remained	bound	in	the	Caucasus,	until	the	great	hero	Hercules,	Zeus	demigod	son,
released	him	finally	from	his	torment.	4.Pandoras	Box	After	Prometheus	gave	the	fire	to	humans,	Zeus	decided	to	take	vengeance.	He	ordered	Hephaestus	to	create	the	first	human	woman	out	of	soil	and	water.	Each	god	gave	the	woman	a	gift:	Athena	gave	her	wisdom,	Aphrodite	beauty,	Hermes	cunning	and	so	on.	The	name	of	the	woman	was
Pandora	(meaning	all	gifts	in	Greek).	Zeus	gave	Pandora	a	jar,	warning	her	not	to	open	it	under	any	circumstances	and	sent	her	to	Prometheus	brother,	Epimetheus.	Prometheus	had	warned	his	brother	not	to	accept	any	gifts	from	Zeus.	However,	Epimetheus	accepted	Pandora	who,	although	tried	hard	to	resist	the	temptation,	opened	the	jar	and
released	all	evils	upon	the	world.	Hatred,	war,	death,	hunger,	sickness	and	all	the	disasters	were	immediately	released.	5.The	Abduction	of	Persephone	by	Hades	Persephone	was	the	daughter	of	Demeter	and	Zeus.	As	Persephone	grew,	so	did	her	beauty.	When	Hades,	the	god	of	the	Underworld,	saw	her,	he	immediately	fell	in	love	with	her	and
decided	to	abduct	her.	According	to	the	Homeric	Hymn	to	Demeter,	one	sunny	day	the	young	Persephone	was	gathering	flowers	in	a	field,	accompanied	by	her	close	friends,	the	Ocean	Nymphs.	The	carefree	Persephone	moved	away	from	her	companions	in	search	of	the	most	beautiful	flower.	When	she	reached	out	to	pluck	a	wondrous	narcissus,
Earth	yawned	open	and	Hades	appeared	in	his	golden	chariot	and	snatched	her	away	to	the	Underworld	while	she	was	in	tears.	Demeter	was	looking	in	vain	for	her	daughter	day	and	night.	The	land	and	crops	of	the	earth	began	to	wither.	After	a	while,	the	Sun,	looking	at	everything	from	the	sky,	felt	sorry	for	the	goddess	and	told	her	what	happened.
Demeter	went	to	Zeus	and	demanded	that	Persephone	be	returned,	or	else	she	would	not	let	the	earth	blossom	again.	Zeus	sent	the	Messenger	God,	Hermes,	to	Hades	with	the	command	to	release	Persephone.	Before	returning	her	to	Hermes,	Hades	forced	Persephone	to	eat	six	pomegranate	seeds.	Hades	knew	that	if	someone	ate	food	in	the
Underworld,	they	could	never	really	escape	the	world	of	the	dead.	Persephone	was	shortly	after	reunited	with	her	mother.	However,	Demeter	was	furious	when	she	heard	about	the	pomegranate	seeds.	Zeus	then	proposed	a	compromise:	for	every	seed	Persephone	had	eaten,	she	would	spend	a	month	with	Hades.	Demeter	accepted	Zeus	proposal.
Thus,	Persephone	would	travel	to	the	Underworld	every	six	months	during	which	time	Demeter	would	mourn	and	the	earth	with	her.	But	after	six	months,	Persephone	would	return	to	her	and	Demeter	would	be	happy	again	and	the	earth	would	blossom	once	again!	Hint!	this	story	is	part	of	the	mythological	explanation	of	how	the	Eleusinian	Mysteries
were	founded,	the	most	sacred	and	secret	religious	rites	of	Ancient	Greece.	6.The	Name	Giving	of	Athens	Cecrops,	the	first	king	of	Attica,	had	named	his	city	after	him,	Cecropia.	However,	the	gods	of	Olympus	saw	this	lovely	piece	of	land	and	wanted	to	name	it	after	them	and	become	its	patron.	The	most	persistent	rivals	were	Poseidon,	the	god	of	the
sea,	and	Athena,	the	goddess	of	wisdom.	To	solve	their	dispute,	Zeus	decided	that	each	of	them	would	present	a	gift	to	the	city	and	the	people	of	Cecropia	would	decide	which	gift	was	the	best,	and	therefore	which	god	would	be	the	patron	of	the	city.	One	sunny	day,	Cecrops	and	the	residents	of	the	city	went	up	to	a	high	hill	to	watch	the	gods
presenting	their	gifts.	Poseidon	was	the	first	to	present	his	gift.	He	struck	a	rock	with	his	trident	and	caused	a	spring	of	water	to	gush	forth	from	the	ground.	This	signified	that	he	was	assuring	the	citizens	with	water	and	therefore	they	wouldnt	face	any	time	of	drought.	However,	the	people	were	not	exactly	enchanted	with	his	gift	because	the	water
from	the	spring	tasted	salty,	just	like	the	waters	of	the	sea	over	which	Poseidon	ruled.	Next,	it	was	the	turn	of	goddess	Athena.	She	struck	her	spear	on	the	ground	and	a	lovely	olive	tree	jumped	out	of	the	earth.	The	citizens	liked	this	gift	better	because	it	would	give	them	food,	oil	and	firewood.	This	is	how	Athena	became	the	patroness	of	the	beautiful
city	and	this	is	how	Athens	got	its	name	according	to	Greek	Mythology.	Hint!	The	hill	where	the	gods	presented	their	gifts	was	the	Acropolis	Hill.	There	is	still	an	olive	tree	there	and	some	say	it	is	the	same	tree	Athena	gifted	to	the	Ancient	Athenians.	You	can	discover	more	exciting	stories	about	Acropolis,	in	an	AcropolisMythology	tour.	7.Theseus
and	the	Minotaur	In	Greek	Mythology,	Minos'	son,	Androgeos,	has	been	treacherously	killed	while	he	was	in	Athens.	Minos	immediately	sought	revenge	from	the	Athenians	and	as	retribution	he	had	them	send	to	Crete	several	youths	every	seven	or	nine	years	to	be	devoured	by	Minotaur,	a	terrifying	monster,	half	man	half	bull.	The	young	Athenians
were	thrown	into	a	dark	maze,	full	of	arcades	and	dead	ends,	wandering	aimlessly,	until	the	Minotaur	would	find	them.	Theseus,	the	son	of	the	king	of	Athens	Aegeus,	did	not	endure	this	humiliation	and	demanded	to	be	among	the	seven	young	men	that	were	to	be	sent	for	the	third	time	to	the	labyrinth.	So,	he	arrived	in	Crete	and	met	Minos'
daughter,	Ariadne,	with	whom	he	fell	in	love.	Ariadne	then	gave	Theseus	a	lame	spinner	(known	as	Ariadne's	thread)	and	advised	him	to	tie	his	end	to	the	entrance	of	the	labyrinth	and	unwrap	it	so	that	he	could	find	the	exit	after	killing	Minotaur.	Theseus	entered	the	dark	arcades	holding	the	mite	and	managed	to	kill	the	Minotaur	by	cutting	off	his
head,	thus	ending	Minos'	blood	rage.	Then	he	managed	to	return	to	the	exit,	following	Ariadnes	thread.	Theseus	took	Ariadne	with	him	on	his	boat	and	began	the	journey	to	Athens.	However,	they	made	a	stop	on	the	island	of	Naxos,	where	they	celebrated	their	love.	While	on	the	island,	the	god	Dionysus	appeared	in	Theseus'	dream	and	told	him	that
he	had	to	leave	the	island	without	Ariadne	since	she	was	meant	to	stay	there	and	become	Dionysus'	wife.	Ariadne	stayed	in	Naxos	and	married	Dionysus,	while	Theseus	returned	to	Athens.	The	two	lovers	never	met	again	8.Daedalus	and	Icarus	The	labyrinth	in	King	Minos	palace	was	designed	by	a	famous	inventor	and	engineer,	Daedalus.	It	is	said
that	Athena	herself	taught	Daedalus.	King	Minos	commissioned	to	Daedalus	and	his	son	Icarus	the	construction	of	the	labyrinth	that	would	held	the	monster	Minotaur.	After	finishing	their	work,	King	Minos	imprisoned	father	and	son	inside	the	labyrinth,	in	an	effort	to	prevent	knowledge	of	his	labyrinth	from	spreading	to	the	public.	Father	and	son
were	thinking	hard	on	how	to	escape	until	Daedalus	came	up	with	an	idea.	They	gathered	a	lot	of	feathers	from	birds	and	glued	them	together	with	wax	thus,	making	four	large	wings.	They	tied	the	wings	to	each	shoulder	and	fled	from	the	island	of	Crete.	Daedalus	had	warned	Icarus	not	to	fly	close	to	the	sun	because	the	wax	would	melt.	After
passing	the	island	of	Delos,	the	boy,	forgetting	himself,	flew	high	towards	the	sun.	The	hot	sun	softened	the	wax	that	held	the	feathers	together	and	Icarus	fell	in	the	sea	and	drowned.	Daedalus	named	the	place	where	his	son	fell	Icaria,	in	his	memory.	9.The	Myth	of	King	Aegeus	The	legend	has	it	that	before	Theseus	left	for	the	palace	of	King	Minos	in
Crete	to	kill	the	Minotaur,	Aegeus,	his	father	and	King	of	Athens,	asked	him	to	change	the	sails	of	his	ship	from	black	to	white	on	his	return	home	so	that	he	knew	that	he	survived.	Aegeus	waited	patiently	in	Sounio	to	see	his	sons	ship	return	and	the	color	of	its	sails.	Theseus,	although	he	killed	the	Minotaur	and	got	out	of	the	labyrinth	safely,	he
forgot	to	change	his	sails	to	white.	Seeing	the	ship	with	the	black	sails,	Aegeus	thought	that	his	beloved	son	was	killed.	Sadness	and	grief	filled	his	heart	and	mind,	and	without	waiting	to	get	the	news	from	the	men	on	the	boats,	fell	from	the	rocks	of	Sounio	into	the	sea	below...	Since	then,	the	sea	is	called	Aegean	in	his	memory.	And	his	son,	Theseus,
became	the	King	of	Athens.	10.Perseus	and	the	Gorgon	Medusa	Another	famous	tale	from	Greek	Mythology	is	the	killing	of	the	terrifying	Gorgon	Medusa	from	the	great	hero	Perseus.	Perseus	was	a	demigod,	son	of	the	Olympian	god	Zeus	and	the	mortal	woman	Danae.	Perseus	sought	to	kill	Medusa,	the	only	mortal	of	the	three	monstrous	sisters.
Instead	of	hair,	Medusa	had	living	venomous	snakes	on	her	head	and	anyone	that	would	look	at	her	eyes	would	immediately	turn	into	stone.	With	the	help	and	the	wisdom	of	goddess	Athena,	Perseus	approached	the	monster	by	looking	through	the	reflection	of	a	shield	and	cut	off	her	head.	Tip!	For	the	"Percy	Jackson"	fans,	Perseus	was	the	inspiration
of	Rick	Riordan	(the	author	of	the	series)	for	Percy's	name.	If	you	are	visiting	Greece,	do	not	miss	the	opportunity	to	participate	in	a	Hero's	Quest	Inspired	by	Percy	Jacksonor	customize	your	very	own	Percy	Jackson-inspired	tour,	and	follow	in	the	footsteps	of	your	beloved	heroes.	You	may	also	like:	11.The	Love	Story	of	Eros	and	Psyche	In	Greek
Mythology,	love	has	the	highest	praise.	Psyche	(meaning	soul	in	Greek),	was	an	impressive	mortal	girl,	surpassing	in	beauty	even	the	goddess	of	love,	Aphrodite.	Her	beauty	was	so	well-known	that	men	from	all	over	the	land	would	visit	her	to	admire	her	beauty.	This	made	Aphrodite	extremely	jealous	and	decided	to	punish	the	girl.	She	ordered	his
son,	Eros,	who	could	make	someone	fall	in	love	by	hitting	them	with	his	arrows,	to	make	Psyche	fall	in	love	with	the	vilest	and	despicable	creature	who	walked	on	Earth.	However,	when	Eros	gazed	upon	Psyche	he	fell	in	love	with	her	himself.	He	could	not	carry	out	his	mothers	order	and	instead,	he	remained	silent.	The	years	went	by	and,	despite	her
beauty,	Psyche	could	not	marry.	All	men	admired	her	godly	beauty	but	then	would	go	on	and	marry	another.	Her	parents	decided	to	go	to	Delphi	and	ask	for	guidance	from	Apollo.	The	Oracle	said	that	Psyche	had	to	dress	in	black,	climb	a	high	mountain	alone	and	stay	there.	Then,	a	winged	serpent	would	come	for	her	and	take	her	as	his	wife.	Psyche
and	her	parents	had	no	choice	but	to	follow	the	gods	words.	As	she	was	waiting	alone	on	the	mountain,	shaking	and	crying,	the	fresh	wind	of	Zephyrus	raised	her	and	traveled	her	through	the	sky	to	the	gates	of	a	magnificent	castle.	There,	a	sweet	voice	greeted	her	and	made	her	feel	like	home.	"Love	cannot	live	without	trust"	Every	night,	Eros	would
come	in	the	dark	and	lie	beside	her.	Without	seeing	him,	Psyche	could	feel	that	he	was	not	a	monster	but	the	loving	husband	she	had	always	been	wishing	for.	The	following	days	passed	in	full	joy	and	Psyche	was	happy.	However,	she	missed	her	family	and	felt	sorry	for	them.	He	asked	Eros	to	let	her	see	them	and	he	granted	her	wish,	after	warning
her	not	to	be	influenced	by	them,	otherwise,	their	relationship	will	be	destroyed	and	she	will	suffer	a	lot.	The	next	day,	her	two	sisters,	carried	by	the	wind,	arrived	to	the	palace.	They	felt	jealous	of	her	sister	living	like	a	goddess	and	told	her	that	her	husband	did	not	allow	her	to	see	him	because	he	was	the	horrible	creature	the	Oracle	had	mentioned.
This	idea	overwhelmed	the	mind	of	Psyche,	who	could	not	understand	why	her	husband	would	not	show	his	face.	So,	she	devised	a	plan.	She	decided	that	when	Eros	falls	asleep	next	to	her,	she	will	light	a	candle	to	see	him.	If	he	is	a	monster	she	will	kill	it	with	her	knife,	otherwise,	she	will	happily	fall	back	to	sleep.	And	so	she	did.	But,	after	seeing	his
face,	a	drop	of	hot	oil	fell	from	the	candle	and	woke	Eros	up.	He	immediately	left	her,	saying	with	a	heartbroken	voice:	Love	cannot	live	without	trust.	Psyche	was	really	sorry	and	sad,	and	she	could	not	find	Eros	anywhere.	Desperate,	she	appeared	to	his	mother,	goddess	Aphrodite,	and	asked	for	her	help.	Aphrodite	told	her	that	in	order	to	reunite
with	her	loved	one	she	would	have	to	carry	out	three	impossible	tasks.	With	the	help	of	nature	and	others,	she	managed	to	complete	all	the	tasks	and	return	to	Aphrodite.	Despite	her	success,	Aphrodite	got	angry	with	her	and	yelled	the	poor	girl	that	she	would	never	let	her	go.	Witnessing	all	this,	the	other	gods	of	Olympus	sent	Hermes	to	tell	Eros
everything	that	has	happened.	Eros	was	touched	by	Psyches	love	and	returned	to	her.	From	that	day	on,	the	couple	lived	happily	together.	As	a	wedding	gift,	Zeus	allowed	Psyche	to	taste	the	drink	of	the	Gods,	Ambrosia,	making	her	immortal.	Aphrodite	was	also	happy	because	now	that	Psyche	was	immortal,	the	men	would	forget	about	her	and
worship	once	again	the	true	goddess	of	beauty.	12.The	Fateful	Love	of	Orpheus	and	Eurydice	In	Greek	Mythology,	Orpheus	was	the	greatest	lyre	player	in	the	world.	He	could	charm	rocks	and	rivers	with	his	music.	When	Orpheus	fell	in	love	with	Eurydice,	he	wooed	her	with	his	song.	Their	marriage	was	brief,	however,	as	Eurydice	was	bitten	by	a
viper	and	died	shortly	after.	Devastated,	Orpheus	journeyed	to	the	Underworld	to	convince	Hades	and	Persephone	to	return	his	bride	to	him.	Orpheus	managed	to	pass	through	Cerberus,	the	three-headed	dog	who	was	the	guardian	of	the	gates,	by	making	him	fall	asleep	with	his	music.	When	he	played	his	lyre,	the	king	and	queen	of	the	Underworld
were	moved	by	his	song,	and	they	agreed	to	let	Eurydice	live	again	on	one	condition:	she	would	follow	him	while	walking	out	to	the	light	from	the	darkness	of	the	Underworld,	but	he	should	not	turn	to	look	at	her	before	she	was	out	to	the	light.	As	they	started	ascending	towards	the	living	world,	Orpheus	began	to	think	it	might	all	be	a	trick,	that	the
gods	were	just	making	fun	of	him	and	Eurydice	was	not	really	behind	him.	Unable	to	hear	Eurydice's	footsteps,	Orpheus	finally	lost	his	faith	and	turned	to	look	back,	only	a	few	meters	away	from	the	exit.	Eurydice	was	in	fact	behind	him,	as	a	shade	that	would	become	flesh	again	when	she	was	back	into	the	light.	After	Orpheus	looked	at	her,	Euridices
shade	fell	back	into	the	darkness	of	the	Underworld,	now	trapped	in	Hades	forever.	13.The	Tragic	Hero	Oedipus	Laius	was	the	King	of	Thebes	and	married	to	Jocasta.	Laius	had	received	an	oracle	from	Delphi	saying	that	his	son	would	kill	him	and	marry	his	wife.	When	Jocasta	gave	birth,	Laius	tied	the	babys	ankles	and	ordered	a	shepherd-servant	to
take	it	to	the	mountain	and	abandon	it	there	to	die.	However,	the	shepherd	took	pity	on	the	baby	and	passed	it	to	another	shepherd	who	gave	it	to	the	King	of	Corinth	and	his	wife,	who	did	not	have	any	children	and	raised	it	as	their	own.	They	called	the	child	Oedipus,	meaning	swollen	feet	in	Greek.	When	Oedipus	grew	up,	he	traveled	to	Delphi	where
the	Oracle	gave	him	the	prophecy	that	he	would	kill	his	own	father	and	marry	his	mother.	Shocked	by	the	words	of	Apollo,	he	did	not	return	to	Corinth	so	as	to	avoid	his	father	and	mother.	As	he	was	traveling	near	Thebes,	Oedipus	met	Laius	at	a	crossroads	and	killed	him	in	a	fight,	without	knowing	he	was	his	real	father,	thus	fulfilling	the	first	part	of
the	prophecy.	When	he	reached	Thebes,	he	learned	of	Sphinx,	a	terrible	monster	that	devoured	anyone	that	did	not	solve	its	riddle.	It	was	proclaimed	that	whoever	managed	to	solve	the	riddle	and	kill	the	Sphinx,	he	would	take	the	throne	of	Thebes,	by	marrying	Laius	widow,	Jocasta.	Oedipus	was	successful	in	solving	the	riddle	and	killing	the	Sphinx.
He	married	Jocasta	and	together	had	four	children.	Little	did	he	know	that	his	children	were	also	his	siblings.	While	Oedipus	was	at	the	peak	of	his	happiness,	there	was	an	epidemic	in	Thebes.	Oedipus	sought	the	advice	of	the	Oracle	of	Delphi.	The	Oracle's	answer	was	that	in	order	to	stop	the	epidemic,	Laius	killer	must	be	found	and	punished.	The
investigation	that	followed	led	Oedipus	to	the	truth.	Upon	realizing	the	truth,	Jocasta,	his	mother	and	wife,	hanged	herself.	Oedipus	then	seized	two	pins	from	her	dress	and	blinded	himself	with	them.	A	Greek	tragedy	indeed	14.The	12	Labors	of	Hercules	Hercules	is	the	most	famous	hero	of	Greek	Mythology	and	well-known	for	his	twelve	labors.	He
was	a	demigod,	son	of	Zeus	and	Alcmene.	Hera,	the	wife	of	Zeus,	hated	Hercules	and	wanted	to	kill	him.	Driven	mad	by	the	goddess,	Hercules	killed	his	own	sons	by	his	wife	Megara.	After	realizing	what	he	did,	he	traveled	to	Delphi	and	asked	Apollo	how	he	could	atone	for	his	actions.	Pythia,	the	Oracle	of	Apollo,	told	him	to	go	to	Tiryns	and	serve	his
cousin,	King	Eurystheus,	for	twelve	years.	Eurystheus,	loathing	his	cousin,	set	him	to	complete	twelve	impossible	labors.	He	ordered	him	to:	1)	slay	the	Nemean	Lion,	2)	slay	the	nine-headed	Lernaean	Hydra,	3)	capture	the	Golden	Hind	of	Artemis,	4)	capture	the	Erymanthian	Boar,	5)	clean	the	Augean	stables	in	a	single	day,	6)	slay	the	Stymphalian
Birds,	7)	capture	the	Cretan	Bull,	8)	steal	the	Mares	of	Diomedes,	9)	obtain	the	girdle	of	Hippolyta,	Queen	of	the	Amazons,	10)	obtain	the	cattle	of	the	monster	Geryon,	11)	steal	the	golden	apples	of	the	Hesperides,	and	12)	capture	and	bring	back	Cerberus,	the	three-headed	dog	of	Hades.	Hercules	managed	to	complete	all	twelve	labors	and	free
himself	from	the	service	of	Eurystheus,	having	atoned	for	the	killing	of	his	sons.	Many	more	adventures	followed	until	he	found	a	tragic	death	from	his	wife,	Megara.	15.The	Myth	of	Apollo	and	Daphne	Daphne	was	a	Naiad	Nymph	in	Greek	Mythology,	the	daughter	of	a	river	god.	She	was	famous	for	being	incredibly	beautiful	and	for	catching	the	eye	of
god	Apollo.	However,	Daphne	was	determined	to	remain	unmarried	and	untouched	by	a	man	for	the	rest	of	her	life.	According	to	Greek	Mythology,	Apollo	had	been	mocking	the	God	of	Love,	Eros.	In	retaliation,	Eros	fired	two	arrows:	a	golden	arrow	that	struck	Apollo	and	made	him	madly	in	love	with	Daphne,	and	a	lead	arrow	that	made	Daphne	hate
Apollo.	Under	the	spell	of	the	arrow,	Apollo	continued	to	chase	Daphne,	but	she	continued	to	reject	him.	Apollo	told	Daphne	that	he	would	love	her	forever.	Daphne	turned	to	the	river	god,	Peneus,	and	pleaded	to	him	to	free	her	from	Apollo.	In	response,	Peneus	used	metamorphosis	to	turn	Daphne	into	a	laurel	tree.	Apollo	used	his	powers	of	eternal
youth	and	immortality	to	make	Daphnes	laurel	leaves	evergreen.	It	is	believed	that	Daphne	had	to	sacrifice	her	body	and	turn	into	a	tree,	as	this	was	the	only	way	she	could	avoid	Apollos	sexual	advances.	After	Daphne	had	been	transformed	into	a	laurel,	Apollo	made	the	plant	sacred	and	vowed	to	always	wear	it	as	clothing.	Thus,	in	a	way,	Daphne
stayed	with	Apollo	forever	16.The	One-sided	Love	Story	of	Pan	and	Syrinx	Pan	was	the	god	of	fertility	and	the	patron	of	shepherds	and	huntsmen	in	Greek	Mythology;	he	presided	over	all	rural	occupations,	he	was	chief	of	the	Satyrs	and	head	of	all	rural	divinities.	According	to	the	common	belief,	he	was	the	son	of	Hermes	and	a	wood	nymph,	and
came	into	the	world	with	horns	sprouting	from	his	forehead,	a	goat's	beard	and	a	crooked	nose,	pointed	ears,	and	the	tail	and	feet	of	a	goat.	He	had	such	a	repulsive	appearance	that,	at	the	sight	of	him,	his	mother	fled	in	dismay.	Hermes,	however,	took	up	his	curious	little	offspring,	wrapped	him	in	a	hare	skin,	and	carried	him	in	his	arms	to	Olympus.
The	grotesque	form	and	the	merry	antics	of	the	little	Pan	made	him	a	great	favorite	with	all	the	immortals,	especially	Dionysus;	and	they	bestowed	upon	him	the	name	of	Pan	(meaning	all	in	Greek)	because	he	had	delighted	them	all.	Pans	life	was	defined	by	his	relationships	with	the	Nymphs.	He	loved	them	deeply,	he	was	dancing	and	playing	music
with	them,	and	some	of	them	loved	him	too;	others	hated	him	and	were	running	away	from	him...	very	complicated	relationships	indeed...	And	his	mother	issues	appeared	soon	enough.	The	spirit	of	the	reed	tree	comes	from	a	nymph.	Her	name	was	Syrinx.	Pan	was	the	one	to	cause	her	doom.	He	was	in	love	with	her	and	wanted	her	at	any	cost!	He	was
chasing	after	her	trying	to	make	her	his!	So,	in	order	to	escape	him,	she	transformed	herself	into	a	reed	tree.	She	hid	by	the	river	among	the	other	reeds	but	Pan	would	not	stop	there.	He	went	down	to	the	river	and	started	ripping	off	every	reed	until	he	finally	found	her.	He	ripped	her	off	the	ground	and	started	blowing	into	the	pipes	to	get	her	spirit
out.	While	he	was	blowing,	he	realized	that	beautiful	sounds	were	coming	out	of	the	reed	pipes.	He	decided	to	bind	them	together	into	a	big	flute	and	started	making	music	out	of	them.	Oh,	and	what	beautiful	music	he	made!	From	then	on,	he	would	never	leave	his	flute	and	he	would	always	play	for	the	other	nymphs	to	dance	17.Goddess	Athena	and
Arachne	In	Greek	Mythology	Gods	were	powerful	and	humans	should	be	obedient.	But	was	that	always	the	case?	In	ancient	times	there	was	a	beautiful	lady	called	Arachne	(meaning	spider	in	Greek).	She	knew	the	art	of	loom	very	well	and	she	weaved	beautifully.	She	boasted	that	she	could	weave	better	than	Athena,	who	was	the	patroness	of	the
weaving	art.	She	even	dared	to	ask	the	goddess	to	a	contest.	Athena	accepted	and	they	began	to	weave.	Athena	weaved	a	representation	of	her	fight	with	Poseidon	over	the	naming	of	Athena.	Arachne,	on	the	other	hand,	weaved	the	naughty	adventures	of	Zeus	and	the	other	gods	of	Olympus.	Athena,	angered	by	the	hubris	Arachne	dared	to	show,
transformed	her	into	a	spider	and	cursed	her	to	be	hanging	from	her	web	for	the	remainder	of	her	life.	18.The	Myth	of	Narcissus	and	Echo	Echo	was	a	wood	Nymph,	cursed	by	Hera	to	not	be	able	to	speak	properly,	but	rather	repeat	the	last	words	addressed	to	her.	One	day,	she	was	wandering	around	the	mountains,	until	she	saw	a	handsome	young
man	that	no	one	could	resist	his	charm,	Narcissus.	The	Nymph	fell	in	love	with	the	youth,	but	could	not	speak	to	him	because	of	Heras	curse.	So,	she	was	following	him	from	the	shadows,	silently	and	in	love,	waiting	patiently	for	the	proper	moment.	At	some	point,	Narcissus	felt	her	presence	and	asked	Is	anybody	here?,	to	which	Echo	replied	here.	A
confusing	and	repetitive	conversation	followed	until	Narcissus	called	her	to	come	out	and	make	love	with	him.	But,	as	soon	as	Echo	stepped	out,	Narcissus	told	her	that	hed	rather	die	than	give	himself	to	a	wood	nymph.	Echo,	heartbroken,	took	refuge	in	a	cave	and	lost	her	appetite	for	food	or	water.	After	a	while,	poor	Echo	started	growing	skinny
from	starvation	until	her	body	disappeared,	living	only	dust	and	her	voice.	Nemesis,	the	goddess	of	revenge	against	those	who	show	hubris,	decided	to	punish	Narcissus	for	the	treatment	of	poor	Echo.	The	goddess	made	Narcissus	fall	in	love	with	his	own	reflection	that	he	saw	in	a	pond	near	Echos	cave.	Narcissus	could	not	leave	his	own	reflection
out	of	love	and	starved	to	death,	like	Echo.	But,	before	he	dies,	Narcissus	cried	out	to	his	reflection	Farewell,	dear	boy.	Beloved	in	vain.	Echos	voice	repeated	his	last	words	from	the	cave	as	Narcissus	drew	his	last	breath.	To	this	day,	Echo	still	repeats	the	last	words	or	phrases	in	caves	or	labyrinths.	19.The	Myth	of	Hermaphroditus	Hermaphroditus
was	the	son	of	Hermes	and	Aphrodite,	and	he	was	raised	by	nymphs	in	the	caves	of	Mount	Phrygia.	On	his	face,	one	could	see	the	grace	and	beauty	of	both	of	his	parents,	from	whom	he	took	his	name.	When	he	was	fifteen	years	old,	he	left	the	mountain	where	he	grew	up	to	wander	into	Asia	Minor	and	meet	new	people.	In	the	woods	of	Caria,	he
stopped	to	rest	and	drink	water	from	a	spring	called	Salmacis.	The	homonymous	nymph,	Salmacis,	was	captivated	by	the	beauty	of	the	young	man	and	tried	to	seduce	him,	but	was	rejected.	When	Hermaphroditus	felt	he	was	alone,	he	jumped	into	the	water	naked	to	swim.	Salmacis	appeared	behind	a	tree	and	jumped	in	as	well,	wrapping	her	body
around	that	of	the	young	man,	forcibly	kissing	and	touching	him.	While	Hermaphroditus	was	trying	to	break	free	from	her,	the	nymph	called	out	to	the	gods	to	let	them	be	united	forever.	The	gods	decided	to	grant	her	wish	and	blended	their	two	bodies	into	one,	creating	a	creature	of	both	sexes.	Hermaphroditus	prayed	to	his	parents,	Hermes	and
Aphrodite,	that	anyone	else	who	bathed	in	that	spring	would	share	his	fate.	And	the	gods	granted	his	wish.	20.Bellerophon	and	Pegasus	Bellerophon	was	a	great	hero	of	Greek	Mythology.	He	was	a	slayer	of	monsters	and	as	famous	as	Perseus.	His	most	famous	feat	was	the	killing	of	Chimera,	a	horrible	monster	with	a	goat's	body,	a	serpent's	tail	and	a
lion's	head	that	could	breathe	fire.	The	great	hero	was	the	son	of	the	mortal	woman	Eurynome	by	either	her	husband	and	King	of	Corinth	Glaucus	or	the	god	Poseidon.	Bellerophon	was	accompanied	in	his	adventures	by	the	winged	horse,	Pegasus.	The	Myth	has	it	that	Pegasus	was	born	from	the	blood	of	her	beheaded	mother	Medusa,	the	gorgon	who
was	tricked	and	killed	by	the	hero	Perseus.	A	more	detailed	version	of	the	myth	said	that	he	was	born	when	Medusas	blood	was	mixed	with	the	foam	of	the	sea.	The	myth	says	that	Pegasus	was	born	as	a	winged	horse	because	his	father,	Poseidon,	had	the	shape	of	a	horse	when	he	seduced	Medusa.	When	Pegasus	was	born,	a	huge	thunder	with
lightning	pierced	the	sky,	and	thats	how	his	connection	to	the	forces	of	the	skies	was	established.	So,	one	day	Bellerophon	saw	the	wonderful	animal	drinking	water	and	decided	to	tame	it.	This	would	not	have	been	possible	if	Athena	had	not	helped	him,	by	giving	him	a	golden	bridle.	After	slaying	Chimera,	Bellerophon's	fame	grew	and	so	did	his
arrogance.	He	believed	that	because	of	his	great	feat,	he	deserved	to	fly	to	the	mountain	of	the	gods,	Olympus,	and	set	course	with	Pegasus.	Zeus	was	angered	by	his	hubris	and	sent	a	gadfly	to	sting	Pegasus,	causing	Bellerophon	to	fall	off	the	flying	horse.	Pegasus	continued	to	Olympus	and	became	the	loyal	horse	of	Zeus.	It	is	said	that	Athena	spared
the	life	of	Bellerophon	by	softening	the	ground	for	his	fall.	However,	the	once-great	hero	spent	his	remaining	life	crippled	and	lonely,	always	searching	for	his	beloved	winged	horse.	21.Leda	and	the	Swan	Another	tale	from	Greek	mythology	about	Zeus	is	the	one	with	Leda.	When	the	Olympian	god	saw	Leda	on	the	banks	of	the	river	Eurotas,	felt	an
overwhelming	desire	for	her.	So,	he	went	to	Aphrodite	and	asked	for	her	advice.	Aphrodite	transformed	Zeus	into	a	brilliant	swan	and	herself	into	an	eagle,	and	she	began	pursuing	the	swan	in	the	river	valley.	The	pursuing	Zeus	swan	sought	refuge	in	the	arms	of	Leda,	who	received	him	tenderly	and	warmed	him	within	her.	However,	nine	months
after	this	incident,	she	gave	birth	to	two	eggs.	Not	one	swan	came	out	of	each,	but	two	pairs	of	twins.	On	one	hand	Polydefkis	and	the	beautiful	Helen	and	on	the	other	Castor	and	Klytemnestra!	Her	kids	became	very	famous	and	lead	characters	to	many	great	ancient	tragedies!	22.The	Myth	of	Andromeda	and	Perseus	Long	ago,	the	African	Kingdom	of
Ethiopia	was	ruled	by	a	king	named	Cepheus	and	his	queen	Cassiopeia.	The	royal	couple	had	a	daughter,	Andromeda.	One	day,	the	queen	boasted	about	her	beauty	before	the	mythical	inhabitants	of	the	sea	-	the	Nereids.	Nereids	became	very	angry	because	they	believed	themselves	the	most	beautiful	creatures	in	the	world.	They	complained	to	their
father,	the	god	of	the	seas,	Poseidon,	that	he	should	punish	her.	The	mighty	lord	of	the	seas	sent	a	huge	sea	monster	to	ravage	the	coast	of	Ethiopia,	including	the	vain	queen.	The	desperate	King	asked	for	the	guidance	of	Apollo	in	Delphi.	The	Oracle	advised	that	no	respite	would	be	found	until	the	king	and	the	queen	sacrificed	their	daughter	to	the
monster.	To	appease	Poseidon,	Cepheus	and	Cassiopeia	offered,	reluctantly,	their	beloved	daughter	to	be	eaten	by	the	monster.	The	beautiful	Andromeda	was	chained	on	a	seaside	rock	and	awaited	her	fate.	Meanwhile,	the	great	hero	Perseus	was	returning	from	having	slain	Medusa,	riding	the	winged	horse,	Pegasus,	high	in	the	sky.	Passing	over
Ethiopia,	he	saw	Andromeda	chained	on	the	rock	and	immediately	fell	in	love	with	her.	As	the	monster	was	approaching	to	devour	Andromeda,	the	brave	Perseus	started	fighting	it;	their	fight	lasted	for	a	long	time.	Finally,	Perseus	used	the	deadly	look	of	Medusa's	severed	head,	petrifying	the	huge	monster	which	fell	in	the	sea	and	became	an	island.
Perseus	freed	Andromeda	from	her	chains	and	took	her	back	to	the	palace	of	Cepheus	where	they	got	married.	They	lived	together	happily,	having	seven	sons	and	two	daughters.	After	Andromedas	death,	goddess	Athena	placed	her	among	the	constellations	in	the	northern	sky,	near	Perseus	and	Cassiopeia.	23.The	Myth	of	Sisyphus	and	his	Eternal
Punishment	Once	upon	a	time,	Corinth	was	a	very	strong	Greek	city-state,	the	remains	of	which	can	be	found	to	this	day.	Some	sources	refer	to	the	great	city	of	Efyra	as	the	city	founded	by	Sisyphus,	which	was	later	named	Corinth.	Others	say	that	the	witch	Medea	gave	Corinth	to	Sisyphus,	who	became	its	king.	One	day,	Asopos'	daughter,	Aegina,
had	been	abducted	by	Zeus	and	when	Asopos	asked	if	Sisyphus	had	seen	anything,	Sisyphus	mentioned	that	he	saw	Zeus	fly	over	with	Aegina.	When	Zeus	heard	that,	he	got	really	angry	that	he	was	betrayed	by	a	mortal.	So,	the	king	of	the	gods	sent	Death	to	take	Sisyphus'	life.	However,	when	Death	came	to	chain	Sisyphus,	the	latter	asked	Death	a
demonstration	of	how	the	chains	work	and	then	deceived	Death	and	chained	him	instead.	The	imprisonment	of	Death	meant	that	he	could	not	come	for	any	human	and	people	stopped	dying.	The	gods	in	response	sent	Ares,	the	god	of	war,	to	free	Death.	This	time	Death	took	Sisyphus	in	his	chains	and	led	him	to	the	world	of	the	dead,	the	Underworld,
kingdom	of	Hades.	However,	before	he	died,	Sisyphus	asked	his	wife,	Merope,	not	to	bury	him	properly	by	neglecting	to	put	a	coin	in	his	mouth.	This	way	he	could	not	pay	Charon,	the	ferryman,	to	cross	the	river	Styx.	The	lack	of	a	proper	burial	disturbed	Hades	so	much,	that	he	sent	Sisyphus	back	to	the	living.	Thus,	Sisyphus	managed	to	escape
Death	once	more.	When	the	gods	finally	managed	to	catch	Sisyphus	again,	they	decided	that	his	punishment	should	last	forever.	They	made	him	push	a	rock	up	a	mountain;	every	time	the	rock	would	reach	the	top,	it	would	roll	down	again	and	Sisyphus	would	have	to	start	all	over	again.	24.King	Midas	and	his	Golden	Touch	In	Greek	Mythology,	Midas
was	the	king	of	Phrygia	and	ruled	from	his	castle	and	its	beautiful	garden	in	which	roses	grow	of	themselves,	each	bearing	sixty	blossoms	and	of	surpassing	fragrance,	according	to	Herodotus.	One	day,	some	of	Midas	people	found	a	drunken	old	man	near	the	garden	and	brought	him	before	the	king.	Midas	recognized	the	old	man,	who	was	god
Dionysus	closest	reveler,	the	satyr	Silenus.	Instead	of	punishing	him,	Midas	hosted	the	satyr	for	ten	days,	offering	him	food,	drinks	and	entertaining	him.	When	he	returned	him	safely	to	Dionysus,	the	god	felt	gratitude	and	offered	Midas	to	grant	him	any	wish	he	had.	Midas,	motivated	by	his	greed,	asked	that	he	should	be	able	to	turn	into	gold
everything	he	touched.	At	first,	Midas	gained	great	wealth	and	power	from	his	unique	ability.	But	he	later	realized	that	it	was	more	of	a	curse	than	a	gift.	Even	the	water	and	the	food	that	he	touched	was	turning	into	gold.	He	could	not	enjoy	even	the	simplest	joys	in	life	anymore.	Midas	went	back	to	Dionysus	and	begged	him	to	take	back	his	power.
25.The	Apple	of	Discord	The	great	Trojan	War	started	with	a	few	envious	Gods	and	an	apple...	During	the	wedding	of	Thetis	and	Peleus,	the	goddess	of	discord,	Eris,	was	not	invited	for	apparent	reasons.	Eris	felt	offended	and,	arriving	at	the	wedding,	tossed	in	the	middle	of	the	feast	of	the	gods	a	golden	apple,	saying	to	the	fairest.	The	apple	was
claimed	by	Hera,	Athena	and	Aphrodite,	sparking	a	vanity-fueled	dispute	among	the	three.	The	goddesses	asked	Zeus	who	the	apple	belonged	to	(in	other	words,	who	is	the	fairest	of	them	all)	and	Zeus	said	that	Paris,	a	mortal	man	and	the	rightful	Prince	of	Troy,	should	choose.	Paris	at	the	time	was	living	as	a	shepherd	on	Mount	Ida	and	was	not
aware	of	his	royal	descent.	He	had	been	abandoned	as	a	baby,	because	of	an	oracle	that	said	he	would	cause	the	destruction	of	his	city.	The	three	goddesses	appeared	before	the	shepherd	Paris	and	asked	him	to	choose	who	is	the	fairest	of	them	all.	Because	Paris	at	first	was	unable	to	choose	one,	each	of	the	goddesses	offered	him	a	gift:	Hera	offered
him	wealth	and	kingly	power,	Athena	wisdom	and	glory	among	men,	and	Aphrodite	offered	him	the	love	of	the	most	beautiful	woman	in	the	world.	Without	hesitation,	Paris	gave	the	golden	apple	to	Aphrodite.	From	that	day	on,	Aphrodite	was	offering	council	to	Paris.	She	was	the	one	that	informed	him	of	his	royal	blood	and	led	him	back	to	Troy.	The
rest	is	history	26.The	Great	Trojan	War	The	events	that	occurred	in	the	myth	of	the	Apple	of	Discord	would	lead	to	the	greatest	war	of	Greek	Mythology.	The	Trojan	War	is	an	epic	poem,	written	by	Homer.	Having	been	promised	by	Aphrodite	the	love	of	the	most	beautiful	woman,	Paris	abducted	Helen,	wife	of	Menelaus	of	Sparta.	Refusing	to	return
Helen,	Menelaus	brother,	Agamemnon,	gathered	a	great	army	of	Greeks	to	sail	to	Troy.	At	Aulis,	the	army	was	gathered,	with	the	greatest	Greek	heroes	among	them	-	Achilles,	Patroclus,	Odysseus,	Nestor	to	name	a	few.	However,	there	was	no	wind	for	the	ships	to	sail	and	the	warriors	started	to	complain.	The	reason	for	this	was	the	killing	of	Artemis
sacred	deer	by	Agamemnon.	The	Greek	King	was	forced	to	sacrifice	his	daughter,	Iphigenia,	to	appease	Artemis	and	the	winds	came.	For	nine	years	the	Greek	army	was	trying	to	enter	the	walls	of	Troy	without	any	luck.	Finally,	Odysseus	had	an	idea	to	build	a	gigantic	hollow	wooden	horse,	in	which	a	small	group	of	warriors	would	conceal.	The	other



Greeks	appeared	to	sail	for	home,	leaving	behind	the	horse	as	a	gift	to	the	Trojans.	Despite	the	warnings	of	Cassandra	and	others,	the	Trojans	took	the	horse	inside	the	walls	and	celebrated	with	a	lot	of	wine	and	music.	When	everyone	was	asleep,	the	Greek	warriors	crept	out	of	the	horse	and	opened	the	gates.	The	Greek	army	entered	without
resistance	and	Troy	fell.	Achilles	died	during	the	battle,	having	been	hit	in	the	heel	by	an	arrow.	The	gods	also	took	part	in	the	war.	Hera,	Poseidon	and	Athena	aided	the	Greeks,	while	Ares	and	Aphrodite	the	Trojans.	27.The	Legendary	Myth	of	Odysseus	Odysseus	(also	known	with	his	Latin	name	Ulysses)	was	a	great	hero	of	Homers	epic	poems	Iliad
and	Odyssey.	The	Odyssey	recounts	his	adventures	since	he	left	Troy,	in	his	effort	to	return	home.	His	wandering	lasted	for	no	less	than	ten	years!	His	adventures	were	many:	he	fought	against	the	Cicones,	broke	free	from	the	Lotus-Eaters,	escaped	with	cunning	the	Cyclop	Polyphemus	and	son	of	Poseidon	by	blinding	him,	making	the	sea	god	his
enemy.	He	then	visited	the	island	of	Aelous,	the	Wind	God,	receiving	a	sack	as	a	gift,	which	contained	all	the	winds	inside,	to	help	him	arrive	home.	As	they	were	arriving	in	Ithaca,	two	of	his	men	opened	the	sack	out	of	curiosity	while	Odysseus	was	sleeping	and	their	ship	was	once	again	away	from	Ithaca	because	of	the	storm	that	followed.	He	then
survived	the	Laestrygonians,	a	tribe	of	man-eating	giants	and	landed	on	the	island	of	the	sorceress	Circe.	With	the	help	of	Hermes,	Odysseus	left	the	island	and	journeyed	to	the	Underworld,	to	get	help	from	the	blind	prophet	Tiresias	who	had	died.	He	then	passed	through	the	Sirens	and	their	seductive	song	by	blocking	the	ears	of	his	men	with	wax
and	ordering	them	to	tie	him	up	to	the	mast,	so	that	he	could	not	jump	and	join	the	Sirens.	His	next	challenge	was	to	cross	the	strait	between	Scylla,	a	six-headed	monster,	and	Charybdis,	a	violent	whirlpool,	which	he	managed	to	do	by	sacrificing	six	of	his	men.	He	lost	the	remaining	of	his	men	and	his	ship	at	the	island	of	Thrinacia,	after	Zeus	threw	a
thunderbolt	to	appease	the	sun	god	Helios.	Odysseus	found	himself	next	to	the	island	of	Ogygia,	where	he	spent	seven	years	with	the	goddess	Calypso	who	had	fallen	in	love	with	him.	With	the	help	of	Hermes,	he	left	the	island	with	a	raft	he	made.	A	storm	washed	him	this	time	at	the	island	of	the	Phaeacians.	This	time	he	was	lucky	since	the	island
was	protected	by	King	Alcinous	and	his	Queen	Arete,	who	helped	him	return	to	Ithaca.	When	he	finally	arrived,	twenty	years	after	setting	sail	for	Troy,	he	found	that	his	palace	was	inhabited	by	young	people	from	noble	families	in	the	surrounding	islands	and	Ithaca.	Each	of	them	wanted	to	marry	Penelope,	his	wife,	because	they	believed	Odysseus	did
not	survive.	Penelope	patiently	waited	all	these	years	for	the	return	of	her	husband,	devising	a	trick	to	delay	her	suitors.	Odysseus	killed	them	all	with	his	bow,	with	the	help	of	his	son	Telemachus	and	his	faithful	dog.	But	as	soon	as	he	killed	the	suitors,	their	fathers	got	angry	and	demanded	revenge.	Finally,	goddess	Athena,	his	everlasting	protector,
brought	peace	to	the	island	and	Odysseus	and	his	wife	Penelope	were	reunited	and	happy	at	last.	28.The	Adventures	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	One	of	the	most	famous	stories	of	Greek	Mythology	is	that	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts,	and	their	quest	for	the	Golden	Fleece.	Jason	was	the	son	of	Aeson,	rightful	heir	to	the	throne	of	Iolcus.	Pelias,	the	half-
brother	of	Aeson,	took	the	throne	of	Iolcus,	bypassing	Aeson	and	locking	him	in	the	dungeons.	Pelias	received	an	oracle	from	Delphi	that	a	descendant	of	Aeson	would	seek	revenge.	Pelias	believed	that	Jason	was	the	one	that	the	Oracle	meant,	so	he	sent	him	to	undertake	an	impossible	mission,	hoping	that	he	will	be	slain	in	the	process.	The	mission
was	to	retrieve	the	Golden	Fleece	from	the	land	of	Colchis.	The	Golden	Fleece	was	the	skin	of	a	winged	holy	ram	of	god	Zeus	and	it	was	guarded	by	a	huge	dragon.	For	the	great	adventure,	Jason	assembled	the	best	heroes	of	Greece,	including	Hercules	and	Orpheus,	and	had	a	special	boat	built,	named	Argos.	So,	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	began	their
journey.	After	a	challenging	voyage,	they	arrived	at	Colchis	and	asked	the	Golden	Fleece	from	King	Aeetes.	The	King	deceived	Jason	and	put	him	into	great	danger,	only	for	Medea,	Aeetes	daughter,	to	save	him.	Medea	was	a	sorceress	and	fell	in	love	with	Jason.	She	told	him	that	she	would	help	him	retrieve	the	Fleece	if	he	would	then	take	her	back
with	him	and	marry	her.	Jason	agreed	and	Medea	put	a	spell	on	the	dragon,	allowing	Jason	to	retrieve	the	Fleece.	Jason	and	the	argonauts,	together	with	Medea,	returned	to	Argos	and	set	sail	away	from	Colchis.	However,	before	they	leave,	Medea	killed	her	brother,	spreading	his	pieces	across	the	ocean,	so	that	her	father	would	not	follow	them
before	he	gathers	all	the	pieces.	Zeus	was	angry	with	the	killing	of	Medeas	brother	and	sent	many	trials	to	the	Argonauts.	They	had	to	pass	through	the	Sirens,	the	Skylla	and	Charybdis,	Talos	and	many	more.	By	overcoming	all	these	obstacles,	the	Argonauts	redeemed	themselves	and	managed	to	return	back	home	and	give	the	Golden	Fleece	to	King
Pelias.	Jason	kept	his	promise	to	Medea	and	married	her.	With	her	help,	they	killed	Pelias	and	had	two	children	together.	Tragedy,	of	course,	could	not	be	absent	from	this	story	either.	Jason	fell	in	love	with	Glaucus	and,	full	of	revenge	and	madness,	Medea	killed	their	two	children,	fleeing	to	Athens.	Jason	fell	into	despair.	He	returned	to	his,	rotten
now,	ship,	Argos	and	sat	on	the	sand	under	it.	One	piece	from	the	rotten	ship	peeled	off	and	killed	him.	29.The	Myth	of	Leto	Leto	was	a	female	Titan	and	a	favorite	lover	of	Zeus	in	his	early	days.	While	she	was	pregnant	with	Zeus	children,	Zeus	married	goddess	Hera.	As	expected,	Hera	was	furious	and	very	jealous	of	Leto	for	bearing	her	husbands
children.	She	did	everything	in	her	power	to	make	the	life	of	Leto	difficult	and	tried	her	best	not	to	allow	her	to	give	birth	to	Zeus	children.	She	pushed	Leto	out	of	Olympus.	While	Leto	was	wandering	on	Earth,	no	man	would	open	his	house	for	her,	fearing	the	wrath	of	Hera.	On	top	of	that,	Hera	had	the	huge	serpent	Python	to	chase	her.	Zeus	saved
Leto	by	sending	the	North	Wind,	Boreas,	to	carry	her	out	to	the	sea.	Finally,	a	desolate,	rocky	island	named	Delos	accepted	her,	having	nothing	to	lose.	Leto	gave	birth	first	to	Artemis	and	nine	days	later	to	Apollo.	The	children	would	later	grow	up	to	become	powerful	gods	and	members	of	the	Greek	Pantheon.	Trained	by	their	mother,	they	became
very	skilled	archers.	However,	Heras	vengeance	did	not	end	there.	She	continued	tormenting	Leto,	having	Python	chase	her	everywhere.	Finally,	only	four	years	old,	Apollo	killed	Python	in	Delphi.	30.The	Myth	of	Niobe	This	story	is	connected	to	the	myth	of	Leto.	Niobe	in	Greek	Mythology	was	the	daughter	of	Tantalus	and	Dione	or	Euryanassa.	She
was	married	to	Amphion	and	had	fourteen	children	in	total,	seven	boys	and	seven	girls.	She	boasted	about	the	fact	that	she	was	blessed	with	so	many	children	and	made	fun	of	Leto	that	she	only	had	two,	Apollo	and	Artemis.	For	her	hubris,	Leto	punished	Niobe	by	sending	Apollo	to	kill	with	his	arrows	all	of	Niobes	boys	and	Artemis	to	kill	all	of	her
girls.	Upon	seeing	her	dead	children,	Niobe,	in	despair,	fled	to	Mount	Sipylus	where	she	turned	into	a	rock.	The	rock	became	known	as	the	Weeping	Rock.Hint!	the	Weeping	Rock	resembles	truly	a	woman	figure	and	can	still	be	visited	in	todays	Turkey.	Discover	more	tales	from	Greek	Mythology	while	walking	at	the	places	where	the	events	took
place.	Join	one	of	our	Mythology	tours,	or	send	us	a	tailor-made	request	to	create	a	tour	based	on	the	mythological	story	you	love	the	most.	If	you	are	a	fan	of	Percy	Jackson	series,	make	sure	to	take	a	mythology	trip	to	Greece	in	the	footsteps	of	Percy	Jackson.	Our	team	of	local	experts	and	storytellers	will	make	sure	you	will	live	your	own	myth	in
Greece!	More	like	this:	The	Greek	Gods:	Full	list	and	Background	Meet	the	Olympian	Gods	About	the	author:	Our	team	at	Greek	TravelTellers	consists	of	academics	and	lovers	of	Greek	culture.	Our	vision	is	to	convey	our	knowledge	and	Greek	values	through	unique	tours	and	experiences.	Through	our	blog,	we	hope	to	bring	Greek	history	and	culture
closer	to	you.	Feel	free	to	learn	more	about	us.	Greek	mythology	is	populated	by	all	kinds	of	famed	heroes,	gods,	and	goddesses.	One	of	the	most	prominent	mythologies	in	Western	culture,	it's	the	inspiration	behind	numerous	books,	movies,	TV	shows,	and	even	video	games.	And	yet,	as	widespread	and	clichd	as	it	might	be,	many	of	us	are	still	utterly
fascinated	by	its	narrative	depths.	Whether	you're	just	getting	started	or	you	already	know	a	lot,	there's	always	more	to	learn	and	explore	when	it	comes	to	Greek	mythology.	Here	are	our	picks	for	the	best	books	on	Greek	mythology,	which	offer	nonfictional	looks	that	are	more	accurate	and	historically-focused	than	what	we	normally	see	in	media
today.	The	Greek	Myths	by	Robert	Graves	is	a	crucial	piece	of	literature	that	delves	into	Greek	mythology.	From	his	thorough	explanation	of	the	Greek	gods	and	their	characteristics	to	his	retellings	of	the	most	influential	mythological	stories,	this	book	has	it	all.	If	you're	fascinated	by	Greek	myths,	then	the	aptly-named	The	Greek	Myths	is	a	great
place	to	start.	Robert	Graves	is	a	trustworthy	professional	who	gives	you	everything	you	need	to	approach	the	world	of	Greek	mythology	without	hesitation.	Stephen	Fryyes,	the	comedian!wrote	this	book	where	he	retells	classical	Greek	myths	with	a	dash	of	his	own	humor	and	wit.	Mythos	is	perfect	for	Greek	mythology	connoisseurs	who	will
appreciate	Stephen	Fry's	style	and	knowledge.	But	it's	also	a	great	read	for	new	lovers	of	Greek	mythology,	as	it's	an	accessible,	charming,	and	informative	work.	The	main	perk	here	is	its	unique	writing	style,	which	maintains	story	and	tradition	while	infusing	them	with	new	life	and	energy.	Greek	mythology	is	full	of	fascinating	female	characters	who
are,	sadly,	often	overlooked	in	nonfictional	studies.	Heroines	of	Olympus	brings	the	women	of	Greek	mythology	back	into	focus.	From	goddesses	to	heroines,	from	demons	to	kindred	spirits,	this	book	offers	a	complete	overview	of	the	female	in	Greek	literature.	It	explores	the	meaning	of	these	varied	characters,	their	personalities,	and	their	roles
within	Greek	society.	This	is	a	must-have	book	to	keep	on	your	desk	if	you	feel	a	lack	of	female	representation	in	Greek	myths.	The	Wisdom	of	the	Myths	by	Luc	Ferry	is	a	bit	of	a	unique	pick	among	all	the	other	books	about	Greek	mythology	on	this	list.	Sure,	it	provides	a	great	overview	of	Greek	mythology	and	its	stories,	but	it	also	explains	the
meanings	of	these	ancient	tales	and	how	they	can	be	applied	to	improve	our	everyday	lives.	Greek	myths	were	more	than	just	stories,	after	all.	If	you	need	some	practical	advice	for	your	life,	you	may	find	that	these	ancient	tales	of	folklore	offer	many	takeaways	that	can	be	relevant	and	helpful.	The	Gods	&	Goddesses	of	Greece	&	Rome	is	an	awesome
illustrated	guide	toyou	guessed	itthe	numerous	gods	and	goddesses	of	both	ancient	Greece	and	Rome.	The	mythologies	of	Greece	and	Rome	share	several	similarities,	and	some	gods	are	direct	analogues	between	them.	However,	the	two	pantheons	belong	to	two	very	different	societies	from	different	eras.	In	this	book,	you'll	learn	all	about	the
differences	and	similarities	between	the	mythologies	of	ancient	Greece	and	Rome,	including	how	fundamental	aspects	of	Greek	mythology	were	altered	into	the	more	imperialistic	and	war-oriented	Roman	mythology.	It's	impossible	to	talk	about	Greek	mythology	without	considering	the	impact	and	influence	of	Greek	plays,	which	are	deeply
intertwined	with	mythological	creatures	and	divine	beings.	Contrary	to	what	you	might	think,	Greek	plays	were	more	than	just	fictional	tales	for	entertainment.	Ancient	Greek	theater	was	actually	a	way	to	convey	important	lessons	to	the	people	and	to	practice	catharsis	in	a	collective	manner.	If	you	truly	want	to	know	more	about	ancient	Greek
society,	you	have	to	understand	the	importance	and	role	of	theaterand	you	can	get	a	strong	start	with	The	Greek	Plays.	Classical	Mythology	A	to	Z	is	an	encyclopedic	guide	by	Annette	Giesecke	(Professor	of	Classics)	that	covers	nearly	everything	about	both	Greek	and	Roman	mythologies.	From	gods	to	monsters,	heroes	to	demons,	nymphs	to	spirits,
this	book	has	extensive	information	on	the	structure	and	pantheon	of	Greek	mythology	and	the	creatures	that	populate	those	myths.	This	is	truly	a	fundamental	resource	to	have	on	hand	when	you	want	a	broad	overview	of	everything	Greek	mythology.	Bulfinch's	Greek	and	Roman	Mythology:	The	Age	of	Fable	is	one	of	the	most	famous	and	most
influential	books	about	Greek	mythology.	It	was	first	published	in	1855,	introducing	several	generations	of	readers	to	the	worlds	of	Greek	and	Roman	mythology.	Most	other	books	these	days	stand	on	the	shoulders	of	this	one.	This	book	is	perfect	if	you	want	to	tackle	Greek	and	Roman	mythologies	from	a	scholarly	point	of	view	and	learn	as	much	as
you	can	about	classical	authors	like	Ovid	and	Virgil.	A	Thousand	Ships	is	technically	a	novel,	but	we're	including	it	because	it's	a	notable	retelling	of	the	famous	Trojan	War.	Balancing	poetic	recitation	with	historical	facts,	author	Natalie	Haynes	provides	a	uniquely	comprehensive	account	of	the	war	through	a	feminist	perspective,	to	reclaim	power
over	this	war	that's	often	been	told	only	through	male	points	of	view.	A	Thousand	Ships	is	an	important	book	that	highlights	how	matterslike	the	Trojan	Warthat	are	deeply	embedded	in	ancient	culture	can	still	be	relevant	today,	especially	when	explored	through	a	feminist	perspective	that's	been	overlooked	by	past	scholars.	This	book	at	the	very	top
of	our	list	isn't	just	about	Greek	mythology	but	mythology	as	a	whole.	However,	given	the	great	presence	of	Greek	mythology	in	Western	culture,	it's	featured	prominently	here.	Myth	and	Meaning:	Cracking	the	Code	of	Culture	by	Professor	Claude	Levi-Strauss	is	a	foundational	source	for	understanding	why	mythologies	exist	and	how	they	come	about
(which	certainly	applies	to	Greek	mythology	as	well).	In	discussing	both	scientific	and	historical	aspects,	Levi-Strauss	shows	us	how	various	facets	of	mythologylike	abstract	thinking,	storytelling,	and	scienceare	actually	deeply	innate	to	us.	
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