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Open	Google	Photos	on	your	Android	device.	Locate	the	video	you	want	to	edit	and	select	it.As	the	video	plays,	tap	the	screen	outside	the	video	and	select	the	Edit	icon	to	bring	up	two	handles	on	the	video.Drag	the	editing	handles	on	the	video	to	adjust	its	length.	Tap	Save	Copy.	Both	the	original	and	the	shortened	video	are	saved.	This	article
explains	how	to	crop	or	trim	videos	using	Google	Photos.	It	also	includes	information	on	using	YouCut	to	cut	or	slice	videos	and	Kinemaster	or	Adobe	Premiere	Rush	for	a	multi-layer	video	masterpiece.	This	information	applies	to	stock	Android	phones	and	Samsung	phones.	The	Google	Photos	app	on	Android	includes	the	ability	to	cut	or	trim	videos
you	record	with	your	camera	app.	If	you	don't	already	have	the	Google	Photos	app	on	your	device,	install	it	from	the	Google	Play	Store.	These	steps	walk	you	through	how	to	trim	video	with	the	Google	Photos	app	on	Android.	Open	the	Google	Photos	app	on	your	Android	device	and	locate	the	video	you	want	to	edit.	The	video	you	want	to	edit	must	be
stored	on	your	Android	device.	Tap	the	video	you	want	to	edit	to	open	it.	The	video	plays	on	your	device.	Tap	the	screen	outside	of	the	video	to	display	the	editing	options.	Tap	the	Edit	icon,	the	three-horizontal	lines	with	a	vertical	mark	through	each	(in	the	lower	center	portion	of	the	screen),	to	access	the	Edit	options.	The	video	displays	with	two
white	Edit	handles,	one	on	the	left	and	one	on	the	right.	Tap	and	hold	either	Edit	handle,	then	drag	the	handle	to	adjust	the	length	of	the	video.	Repeat	this	step	with	the	other	Edit	handle,	if	desired.	Tap	Save	copy	in	the	upper-right	corner	to	save	the	video.	Your	original	video	and	your	trimmed	video	are	saved	in	Google	Photos.	If	you	want	to	trim	or
crop	a	video	on	a	Samsung	device,	the	built-in	controls	in	the	Gallery	provide	access	to	the	basics.	Much	like	the	controls	for	Google	Photos,	you	can	crop	and	trim	videos.	You	also	have	options	to	adjust	the	resolution	of	the	video,	change	the	aspect	ratio,	and	add	filters	and	other	artistic	touches.	On	your	Samsung	device,	navigate	to	and	open	the
video	you	want	to	edit.	Tap	the	pencil	icon	in	the	lower-left	corner.	Tap	and	drag	from	either	end	of	the	video	frame	line	near	the	bottom	of	the	screen	to	crop	the	video.	If	you	don't	want	to	make	additional	changes,	tap	Save	in	the	upper-right	corner	to	save	a	copy	of	the	cropped	video.	The	original	video	remains	on	your	device,	with	no	changes.	If
desired,	tap	an	icon	on	the	Editing	toolbar	to:	Add	a	filter.Apply	Beauty	Mode.Add	Closed	Captioning.Add	stickers	and	emoji.Make	creative	changes	to	coloring	and	temperature.Adjust	the	play	speed	of	the	video.Add	music	to	the	video.	You	can	also	tap	Resolution	at	the	top	of	the	screen	to	change	the	video	resolution	and	reduce	the	file	size	for	the
video.	Even	if	your	Android	device	lacks	the	Google	Photos	app,	the	built-in	video	camera	app	may	offer	a	similar	set	of	basic	video	editing	capabilities.	Nearly	all	basic	editors	work	as	described	above.	Select	a	video,	tap	an	Edit	option,	slide	from	the	end	to	trim,	then	save	the	video.	The	following	three	apps	provide	additional	video	editing
capabilities.	Each	requires	a	one-time	fee	or	subscription	if	you	want	to	edit	without	ads	or	limited	capabilities.	YouCut	Video	Editor	&	Video	Maker,	No	Watermark	includes	trim,	cut,	and	split	features,	among	other	options.	Trim:	Lets	you	adjust	the	start	and	finish	frames	within	a	video,	much	as	you	can	within	Google	Photos.Cut:	Allows	you	to	select
sections	at	the	beginning	and	end	of	your	video	and	omit	(or	cut)	a	section	in	the	middle	of	the	video.Split:	Divides	a	video	into	two	parts	at	any	point	in	the	video	you	choose.	YouCut	is	free,	although	you'll	need	to	view	an	ad	each	time	you	save	an	edited	video.	A	one-time	purchase	of	$9.99	or	a	subscription	of	$3.99	per	year	removes	ads	and	gives
you	full	access	to	features.	If	you	prefer	more	full-featured	editing	capabilities	on	an	Android	device,	consider	Kinemaste	Video	Editor	(for	iOS	or	Android)	or	Adobe	Premiere	Rush	Video	Editor	(for	iOS,	Android,	Windows,	or	macOS).	Kinemaster	allows	basic	edits	and	adds	features	such	as	multiple	video	layers,	sound	editing	features,	and	access	to
various	assets	(for	example,	music,	graphics,	fonts,	and	more).	The	subscription	($5.49	per	month	or	$32.99	per	year)	removes	the	watermark	and	unlocks	access	to	tools	and	assets.	Adobe	Premiere	Rush	supports	drag-and-drop	multi-layer	editing,	with	access	to	templates,	fonts,	motion	graphics,	and	more.	Your	work	syncs	across	systems,	so	you	can
switch	devices	and	continue	your	work.	Adobe	offers	a	variety	of	plans,	including	a	free	starter	plan	(limited	to	three	exports),	a	single	app	subscription	($9.99	per	month),	or	an	All	Apps	Creative	Cloud	subscription	($52.99	per	month).	In	most	cases,	Google	Photos	works	well	when	you	want	to	trim	a	video.	YouCut	is	worth	the	money	when	you	want
a	simple	way	to	make	complex	edits.	Turn	to	Kinemaster	or	Adobe	Premier	Rush	when	you	need	pro-level	features.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	If	you	have	local	videos	stored	on	your	Android	phone,	there’s	no	shortage	of	ways	to	give	them	a	watch.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	all
options	are	created	equally—these	are	the	best	video	apps	for	Android.	Before	we	get	into	that	though,	we	need	to	make	it	clear	that	these	are	apps	for	watching	locally-stored	videos.	They	are	not	for	streaming	services	like	YouTube	or	Netflix.	This	is	all	about	watching	videos	stored	on	your	phone,	regardless	of	whether	you	shot	them	with	your
camera	or	downloaded	them	from	somewhere.	The	Best	Overall:	VLC	for	Android	(Free)	When	it	comes	to	video	players	on	pretty	much	any	platform,	it’s	hard	to	not	consider	VLC.	It’s	open	source,	free,	and	can	play	pretty	much	any	kind	of	video	file	you’d	throw	at	it.	All	that	combined	makes	VLC	an	easy	choice	for	the	“best”	player	on	Android.	VLC
also	offers	compatibility	with	subtitles	and	closed	captions,	as	well	as	a	media	library,	folder	support,	multi-track	audio,	aspect	ratio	adjustment,	and	a	widget.	It	can	also	stream	videos	over	your	local	network.	Not	only	is	it	a	great	video	player,	it’s	also	a	full-featured	audio	player	with	EQ	and	support	for	essentially	every	audio	format	out	there.	And	it
does	it	all	for	free.	Just	download	it	already.	The	Best	for	Camera-Shot	Video:	Google	Photos	(Free)	If	all	you’re	looking	to	do	is	re-watch	the	videos	you	took	with	your	phone’s	camera,	then	Google	Photos	is	the	way	to	go.	It’s	already	a	powerful	tool	for	all	your	photo	and	backup	needs,	but	it’s	also	great	for	watching	videos—and	even	small	edits.	With
Photos,	you	can	watch	all	the	videos	you’ve	shot	with	your	camera	(and	many	others	that	are	stored	locally	on	your	device,	though	the	supported	file	formats	are	limited),	share	them	directly	with	other	apps,	and	trim	or	cut	clips	if	you	need	to.	It’s	a	simple,	but	useful	tool—and	one	that	you	probably	already	have	on	your	phone.	If	not,	however,	it’s
free	in	the	Play	Store.	The	Best	for	Casting	Videos:	LocalCast	(Free,	Varying	IAP)	Watching	videos	on	your	phone	is	cool	and	all,	but	it’s	also	nice	to	take	advantage	of	the	much	bigger	screen	in	your	living	room.	That’s	a	huge	part	of	what	makes	Google’s	Chromecast	such	a	nice	thing	to	have,	and	LocalCast	is	the	best	app	for	a	solid	casting
experience.	RELATED:	The	Best	Way	to	Cast	Movies	from	Android	or	iPhone	to	Your	TV	What	makes	it	better	than	other	apps?	It	has	the	best	device	support:	not	only	does	it	support	Chromecast,	but	also	Apple	TV,	Fire	TV,	Sony	and	Samsung	Smart	TVs,	Xbox	360/One,	and	all	other	DLNA	devices.	That’s	a	LOT.	LocalCast	also	has	features	that
support	cloud	streaming,	so	you	don’t	have	to	keep	content	stored	on	your	device—you	can	connect	Drive	and	Dropbox	to	LocalCast	for	remote	streaming.	LocalCast	is	free	to	try,	but	uses	a	“pay	what	you	want”	model	with	a	variety	of	options,	including	$0.99	a	month,	yearly	payment	plans	of	$5.50,	$6.88,	$10.67,	or	$21.30.	There	are	also	a	couple	of
one-time	payment	options:	$4.92	or	$6.57.	You	can	give	it	a	shot	by	downloading	it	here.	Videos	can	be	trickier	than	photos	to	share	with	friends	and	family.	If	you’ve	captured	more	than	a	few	seconds	of	content,	the	original	file	ends	up	too	big	to	send	directly	through	text	message	or	a	chat	app	like	WhatsApp	or	Hangouts.	You	can’t	upload	and	send
it	as-is.	Fortunately,	the	default	photo	gallery	app	on	your	phone	should	have	built-in	features	that	circumvent	this	problem.	You	just	select	the	video	you	want	to	share,	generate	a	link,	and	then	send	that	URL	to	your	recipient.	The	app	takes	care	of	uploading	the	file	to	the	cloud	and	all	the	other	back-end	work.	Here	are	the	details	of	how	to	do	it.
PCWorld	These	screenshots	show	the	process	for	sharing	a	video	through	the	default	photo	gallery	app	on	a	Samsung	Galaxy	phone.	Open	your	phone’s	photo	gallery	app.	Samsung	users	should	look	for	“Gallery”	and	stock	Android	users	should	look	for	“Photos”	(aka	Google	Photos).	Other	phone	manufacturers	will	follow	similar	naming.			Find	the
video	you	want	to	share.	The	simplest	way	to	do	this	is	to	scroll	through	your	mix	of	photos	and	videos.	Some	apps	also	let	you	do	a	search	for	the	word	“video,”	which	will	filter	and	show	only	that	specific	file	type.			Long-press	on	that	video.	In	some	apps,	a	text	menu	will	pop	up;	choose	Share.	In	other	apps,	you’ll	need	to	find	the	Share	icon	and	tap
on	it.	(It	looks	like	the	letter	“V”	with	dots,	rotated	clockwise	to	the	right.)			You	can	choose	to	share	a	link	directly	to	an	app,	or	to	copy	the	link.	The	former	saves	a	little	time	if	you	have	only	one	recipient,	while	the	latter	is	more	helpful	if	want	to	paste	the	URL	in	several	chat	windows	and/or	apps.			If	you	choose	to	share	directly	to	an	app,	select	the
app	from	the	options	shown	in	the	menu—typically	it	will	be	a	chat	or	email	app.			If	you	create	a	link,	it’ll	get	copied	to	your	phone’s	clipboard,	and	now	you	can	manually	navigate	to	the	app(s)	you	want	to	paste	it	into.	Fire	away!	Having	trouble	getting	these	steps	to	work	in	your	phone’s	default	gallery	app?	Google	Photos	is	available	to	everyone	to
download	in	the	Google	Play	Store—so	you	can	use	this	app	specifically	for	sharing	video	files.	(Note:	Sharing	videos	through	Google	Photos	can	eat	into	your	storage	allotment	for	your	Google	account	depending	on	your	settings.	Free	accounts	have	15GB	of	space	shared	across	all	services,	which	includes	Gmail,	Drive,	and	Photos;	you	can	work
around	this	limitation	by	changing	Google	Photo’s	backup	settings	to	“High	Quality,”	which	offers	unlimited	storage	but	caps	video	resolution	at	1080p.)	PCWorld	These	screenshots	show	the	process	for	sharing	a	video	through	the	default	photo	gallery	app	through	Google’s	Photos	app.	Alternative	(secure)	method	As	mentioned	above,	sharing	videos
in	this	fashion	relies	on	cloud	storage.	Samsung’s	gallery	app	uses	temporary	storage,	while	Google	Photos	requires	that	you	still	have	free	space	attached	to	your	account.	In	both	cases,	the	file	gets	put	on	to	a	server,	and	then	the	app	provides	a	shareable	link.	However,	by	default,	these	links	are	viewable	to	everybody—so	if	your	video	gets	passed
on	to	others	without	your	knowledge,	they	can	watch,	too.	You	can	preserve	your	privacy	by	instead	uploading	your	files	to	a	cloud	storage	service	(like	Google	Drive,	Dropbox,	or	OneDrive)	and	emailing	a	link	that	restricts	viewing	to	that	specific	audience.	PCWorld	An	example	of	the	more	secure	sharing	process,	as	seen	in	Dropbox.	The	process	is
generally	similar	in	Google	Drive,	OneDrive,	etc,	but	the	details	and	layout	of	the	app	might	be	a	little	different.	The	instructions	vary	a	bit	in	each	service’s	app,	but	you’ll	follow	these	general	steps:	Download	your	chosen	service’s	app	through	the	Google	Play	Store	app.			Sign	up	for	or	sign	in	to	the	service.			Upload	your	video.	(Usually,	you’ll	tap	a
plus-sign	icon,	then	choose	from	your	recent	files.)			Share	this	new	copy	of	your	video.	You’ll	typically	do	this	by	long-pressing	on	it	and	pressing	the	Share	icon,	or	tapping	a	vertical	three-dot	icon	next	to	the	file	and	choosing	Share.			Choose	“Invite	people”	or	“Send	to”—while	creating	a	link	also	exists	as	an	option,	that	works	the	same	as	sharing
through	Samsung’s	Gallery	app	or	Google	Photos	and	does	not	restrict	access.			Fill	in	the	email	addresses	of	the	people	you	wish	to	send	the	link	to.	In	some	apps,	you	may	also	need	to	change	the	permission	level	from	Edit	to	View,	and/or	enable	a	sign-in	requirement	to	get	access	to	the	file.			Send	the	invites.	This	article	was	updated	on	6/18/2020
to	clarify	the	storage	limitation	(and	a	way	to	avoid	it)	for	Google	Photos.	Alaina	Yee	is	PCWorld's	resident	bargain	hunter—when	she's	not	covering	PC	building,	computer	components,	mini-PCs,	and	more,	she's	scouring	for	the	best	tech	deals.	Previously	her	work	has	appeared	in	PC	Gamer,	IGN,	Maximum	PC,	and	Official	Xbox	Magazine.	You	can
find	her	on	Twitter	at	@morphingball.
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