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If	you	are	cultivating	and	planting	trees	in	Kansas,	choose	native	species	that	will	thrive	in	the	climate.	For	this	region,	there	are	numerous	options-	including	fruit	trees–	that	grow	hardy	and	healthy	in	this	US	grow	zone.	Want	to	know	more	about	the	best	trees	to	plant	in	Kansas?	What	are	the	best	trees	to	plant	in	Kansas?	One	of	the	best	trees	to
plant	in	Kansas	is	also	the	official	state	tree,	the	Eastern	Cottonwood.	These	trees	grow	fast	and	large,	around	70	feet	tall	with	a	70-foot	spread,	in	this	climate.	Other	hardy	options	in	Kansas	include	fruit	trees,	particularly	apple,	apricot,	and	peach	trees.	Eastern	Cottonwood	Trees	Native	Eastern	Cottonwood	trees	are	perhaps	the	best	trees	to	plant
in	Kansas,	and	coincidentally,	the	Eastern	Cottonwood	—	or	Eastern	Poplar,	as	it	is	known	—	is	the	official	Kansas	state	tree.	These	trees	are	massive,	often	growing	to	towering	heights	of	100	feet	in	some	conditions,	though	more	often	they	are	around	70	feet	tall,	on	average.	The	Eastern	Cottonwood	grows	quickly	in	moist	environments	with	a	vast
spread	of	between	50	and	70	feet,	typically.	These	trees	are	usually	cultivated	for	furniture	manufacturing,	as	well	as	for	pallet	production	and	pulp.	These	trees	also	are	an	easy	fuelwood	source,	though	they	burn	fast	and	low.	In	nature,	the	Cottonwood	provides	food	for	whitetail	and	mule	deer	who	like	to	nibble	on	the	foliage	and	limbs	of	the	trees.
These	vast	trees	also	serve	as	a	protective	barrier	for	wildlife	seeking	refuge,	including	deer	and	turkeys.	Consider	planting	Eastern	Cottonwoods	as	windbreaks	on	your	property,	but	keep	at	least	25	feet	from	other	plants	or	risk	overcrowding.	These	trees	like	sandy	soil	but	do	well	in	soil	that	retains	moisture	and	is	spaced	a	good	distance	apart	from
others.	Unfortunately,	Eastern	cottonwoods	are	plagued	by	a	variety	of	pests	and	insects.	This	can	be	devastating	to	immature	saplings,	so	maintain	vigilance	in	keeping	pests	at	bay,	especially	when	your	trees	are	young.	Apple	Trees	There	are	many	delicious	varieties	of	apples	that	thrive	and	grow	in	Kansas,	including	the	popular	Gala,	Empire,
Delicious	Red,	Granny	Smith,	and	Delicious	Golden	apple	varieties.	Cross-fertilize	two	different	types	of	apple	trees	in	your	garden	or	orchard	for	the	best	apples	and	plan	on	starting	out	with	young	one-year-old	saplings	for	optimal	results.	Don’t	plant	your	apple	trees	too	close	to	rivers	or	streams	and	keep	them	away	from	trees	that	can	block	their
exposure	to	sunlight.	Apple	trees	that	receive	full	natural	sunlight	produce	the	best	harvest.	Plan	on	pruning	your	apple	trees	regularly	to	keep	them	hardy	and	healthy.	Apricot	Trees	Ever	wonder	where	the	best	tasting	apricots	come	from?	If	you	live	in	Kansas,	they	could	be	from	your	own	backyard!	Interestingly,	apricot	trees	only	yield	their	fruit
once	every	five	years	or	longer-	sometimes	they	only	produce	apricots	every	ten	years!	Apricot	trees	are	lovely	with	lush	foliage	and	intriguing	blossoms	—	plus,	they	require	very	little-to-no	maintenance.	These	trees	are	appealing	to	pests,	however,	so	it	is	recommended	that	growers	use	an	insecticide	to	deter	peach	tree	borers	from	moving	in	and
taking	over.	Apricot	trees	will	require	frequent	watering,	particularly	in	hot	weather.	Apricot	trees	are	self-pollinating,	so	you	can	grow	just	one	—	or	a	whole	orchard	—	if	you	wish.	Peach	Trees	Many	different	peach	trees	thrive	in	Kansas,	including	Red-haven,	Harken,	and	Reliance	varieties.	These	trees	have	the	best	chance	of	success	at	growing
when	you	plant	saplings	that	are	at	least	one	year	old.	Soak	the	root	ball	of	the	young	tree	in	water	for	a	few	hours	first,	before	planting	in	sandy	soil	that	has	good	drainage.	Since	peach	trees	are	self-pollinating,	growers	can	plant	a	single	tree	if	desired.	Peach	trees	will	need	to	be	pruned	regularly	and	this	includes	picking	early	peaches	to	allow	the
tree	to	yield	peaches	that	taste	better	in-season.	If	you	want	your	peach	trees	to	grow	healthy	and	have	an	abundant	harvest,	give	them	fertilizers	designed	for	a	peach	tree.	Also,	you	might	want	to	learn	about	the	reasons	behind	red	spots	on	peach	tree	leaves,	so	better	read	on	them	to	address	the	issues	causing	it.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	about
What	Trees	are	Best	to	Plant	in	Kansas	Can	you	grow	palm	trees	in	Kansas?	It	is	too	cold	in	Kansas	for	palm	trees	to	thrive	and	prosper.	Wintertime	can	be	cold,	though	it	is	hot	in	summer	with	varying	humidity	levels	depending	on	where	you	are.	Planting	Eastern	Cottonwood	and	native	fruit	trees	will	yield	better	results	for	growers.	What	is	the
largest	tree	in	Kansas?	The	Eastern	Cottonwood	is	the	biggest	tree	in	Kansas,	and	it	also	happens	to	be	the	official	state	tree.	These	trees	typically	grow	70-feet	tall	with	a	spread	up	to	70-feet,	though	some	trees	have	been	reported	as	reaching	100	feet	in	height.	This	tree	is	sometimes	called	the	Eastern	Poplar.	Where	should	you	grow	Eastern
Cottonwood	trees?	Eastern	Cottonwoods	need	well-draining	soil	that	is	damp,	so	they	often	thrive	near	rivers	and	streams	in	silt	or	sand.	Eastern	Cottonwood	trees	are	planted	primarily	for	making	furniture,	as	it	is	a	lovely	hardwood.	What	fruit	trees	grow	best	in	Kansas	weather?	In	Kansas,	you	will	find	that	apple,	apricot,	and	peach	trees	thrive.	You
may	also	find	success	growing	plums,	grapes,	cherries,	and	nectarines-	but	it	requires	time	and	effort	in	this	climate.	Bramble	berries,	like	raspberries	and	blackberries,	do	well	in	Kansas	soil	that	is	well-drained,	too.	Conclusion	Use	this	information	when	planning	to	plant	trees	on	your	property	in	the	state	of	Kansas.	Know	that	native	species	of
apple,	peach,	and	apricot	trees	will	thrive	and	grow	in	this	climate,	as	will	the	official	state	tree,	the	tall	and	mighty	Eastern	Cottonwood.	Daniel	has	been	a	plant	enthusiast	for	over	20	years.	He	owns	hundreds	of	houseplants	and	prepares	for	the	chili	growing	seasons	yearly	with	great	anticipation.	His	favorite	plants	are	plant	species	in	the	Araceae
family,	such	as	Monstera,	Philodendron,	and	Anthurium.	He	also	loves	gardening	and	is	growing	hot	peppers,	tomatoes,	and	many	more	vegetables.	Related	Posts	Fruit	trees	bring	both	healthy	fruits	for	eating	and	canning	and	add	to	the	overall	beauty	and	appeal	of	your	yard	or	garden.	Full	seasons,	loads	of	sunshine	and	plenty	of	rain	allow
gardeners	to	plant	a	variety	of	fruit	trees	in	Kansas.	Gardeners	all	over	the	state	can	grow	a	variety	of	apple	trees,	apricot	trees	and	peach	trees.	Gala,	Empire,	Jonathan,	Delicious,	Jonagold,	Granny	Smith	and	Delicious	Golden	apple	varieties	grow	well	in	Kansas,	according	to	Kansas	State	University.	Apple	trees	require	cross-fertilization	to	produce
the	best	fruit,	meaning	you	will	need	two	varieties	of	trees	in	your	orchard.	Planting	one-year-old	apple	trees	will	produce	better	results	than	trying	to	relocate	a	mature	tree.	Apple	trees	should	be	planted	in	grassy	areas,	away	from	woods,	streams	or	rivers.	These	trees	need	full	sunlight	to	reach	maturity	and	produce	the	most	fruit.	Apple	trees
require	biweekly	pesticide	sprays	and	regular	pruning.	While	apricot	trees	only	produce	fruit	once	every	five	to	10	years,	according	to	the	University	of	Kansas,	they	are	beautiful	trees	with	ornate	flowers	and	foliage.	These	trees	bloom	late	in	the	spring	and	require	very	little	maintenance	throughout	the	year.	However,	planters	will	need	to	apply
insecticide	to	protect	the	tree	from	invasive	peach	tree	borers	and	a	fungicide	to	prevent	disease	from	growing	inside	the	tree.	Apricot	trees	also	require	frequent	watering,	especially	in	the	warmer	summer	months.	The	University	of	Kansas	recommends	planting	Moorpark,	Goldcot,	Manchu	or	Superb	varieties.	Apricot	trees	are	self-pollinating,
meaning	orchards	only	need	one	variety	to	produce	fruit.	Early	Redhaven,	Redhaven,	Harken	and	Reliance	varieties	of	peach	trees	grow	well	in	Kansas,	according	to	the	University	of	Kansas.	Peach	trees	grow	best	when	planted	as	a	one	year	old	tree	with	a	good	root	system.	When	planting	a	peach	tree,	Gardening	Know	How	recommends	planting	in
sandy	soil	and	soaking	the	roots	of	the	tree	for	at	least	six	hours	before	planting.Once	planted,	the	peach	tree	will	require	frequent	pruning.	Gardeners	may	also	wish	to	thin	the	fruit	on	the	tree	by	removing	some	of	the	earliest	fruits;	this	will	allow	the	tree	to	produce	better-tasting	peaches.	Peach	trees	are	self-pollinating	and	will	produce	fruit	with	a
single	tree.	What	Fruit	Trees	to	Plant?	If	you’re	pondering	that	question,	here	are	some	comments	on	fruit	trees	commonly	grown	in	Kansas.	Fruit	trees	are	a	long-term	investment	requiring	careful	thought	before	purchase.	Begin	by	choosing	fruit	you	will	eat,	not	fruit	that	appears	attractive	in	the	catalog.	Other	considerations	are	outlined	below.
Space	doesn’t	allow	for	a	complete	list	in	this	newsletter.	For	more	choices,	go	to	the	publication	“Small-	and	Tree-Fruit	Cultivars”	at	�	You	may	also	request	this	publication	from	your	local	K-State	Research	and	Extension	office.	Apples:	Though	we	can	grow	a	wide	variety	of	apples	in	Kansas,	pest-free	fruit	requires	an	extensive	spray	program.
Apples	are	normally	sprayed	from	March	(dormant	spray)	until	about	two	weeks	before	harvest.	Sprays	from	April	on	throughout	the	growing	season	are	applied	at	least	every	two	weeks.	You	need	two	different	varieties	of	apples	to	produce	fruit.	Recommended	varieties	include	Jonathan,	Gala,	Empire,	Delicious,	Golden	Delicious,	Jonagold,	and
Granny	Smith.	Recommended	apples	that	are	disease	resistant	include	William’s	Pride,	Enterprise,	Priscilla,	and	Redfree.	Planting	disease-resistant	apples	will	reduce,	but	not	eliminate,	the	need	for	pesticide	applications.	None	of	the	apple	varieties	listed	above	are	resistant	to	the	summer	apple	diseases	sooty	blotch	and	flyspeck.	It	may	be	necessary
to	periodically	apply	a	fungicide	in	the	summer	to	suppress	these	fruit	blemishing	diseases.	Also,	all	of	the	varieties	listed	will	require	protection	from	codling	moth	and	other	insect	pests.	The	codling	moth	larva	is	the	most	common	“worm”	in	the	apple.	Cherries:	Sweet	cherries	(such	as	Bing)	are	not	well	adapted	to	Kansas,	but	sour	(pie)	cherries	are.
Cherries	are	borne	in	June,	so	relatively	few	sprays	are	needed.	Many	years	you	may	get	by	with	no	sprays	at	all.	Only	one	tree	variety	is	needed	for	fruit	on	sour	cherries.	Recommended	sour	cherries	are	Montmorency,	Meteor,	and	North	Star.	The	latter	two	are	genetic	dwarfs	with	Meteor	reaching	10	to	14	feet	and	North	Star	growing	to	8	to	10
feet.	Apricots:	Apricot	trees	are	quite	ornamental,	which	is	fortunate	because	late	spring	frosts	usually	eliminate	fruit.	On	average,	assume	you	will	get	fruit	about	once	every	5	to	10	years.	Portions	of	western	Kansas	may	see	fruit	only	once	every	30	years.	Almost	all	varieties	of	apricot	are	self-fruitful.	Recommended	varieties	include	Moorpark,
Goldcot,	Manchu,	and	Superb.	Peaches:	Usually	a	relatively	short-lived	tree	(10	to	12	years)	that	needs	a	great	deal	of	pruning	to	keep	productive.	Peaches	have	the	same	problem	with	late	frosts	that	apricots	do	but	may	not	be	quite	as	sensitive.	Only	one	tree	is	needed	for	fruit.	Try	Intrepid,	Early	Redhaven,	Redhaven,	Harken,	and	Reliance.	Intrepid
blooms	later	than	other	peaches	and	blooms	are	much	more	frost	resistant.	Pears:	Pears	are	tough	and	are	often	one	of	the	few	trees	that	survive	on	an	old	homestead.	Though	trees	should	be	sprayed,	the	chance	of	getting	good	fruit	without	spraying	is	much	better	than	it	is	with	apples.	Usually,	two	trees	are	needed	to	get	fruit.	Proven	pears	include
Seckel,	Moonglow,	and	Duchess.	To	learn	how	to	control	fruit	pests	see,	“Fruit	Pest	Control	for	Home	Gardens,”	at	�		or	available	from	local	K-State	Research	and	Extension	offices.	(Ward	Upham)	Welcome	to	our	comprehensive	guide	on	the	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas!	With	its	diverse	climate	and	fertile	soil,	Kansas	offers	a	fantastic
opportunity	for	fruit	tree	enthusiasts	to	cultivate	a	bountiful	harvest.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	gardener	or	a	beginner	looking	to	embark	on	a	fruitful	journey,	this	article	will	provide	you	with	valuable	insights	into	the	top	fruit	trees	that	thrive	in	the	Kansas	region.	From	the	deliciously	sweet	peaches	to	the	versatile	apple	varieties,	we	will	explore
the	ideal	fruit	trees	for	Kansas,	taking	into	account	their	adaptability	to	the	local	climate,	disease	resistance,	and	overall	productivity.	So,	let’s	dig	in	and	discover	the	perfect	fruit	trees	to	transform	your	Kansas	garden	into	a	fruitful	oasis!	The	climate	and	soil	conditions	in	Kansas	make	it	an	ideal	region	for	growing	a	variety	of	fruit	trees.	However,	it
is	important	to	choose	the	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas	that	can	withstand	the	state’s	hot	summers,	cold	winters,	and	occasional	droughts.	Here	are	some	fruit	trees	that	thrive	in	Kansas:	Apple	Trees:	Apples	are	a	popular	choice	for	Kansas	gardeners	due	to	their	adaptability	to	different	soil	types.	Varieties	such	as	‘Arkansas	Black,’	‘Honeycrisp,’
and	‘Jonathan’	are	known	to	do	well	in	the	state’s	climate.	Apples	require	full	sun	and	well-drained	soil	to	produce	a	bountiful	harvest.	Peach	Trees:	Peaches	are	another	excellent	choice	for	Kansas	gardens.	Varieties	like	‘Redhaven,’	‘Elberta,’	and	‘Reliance’	are	known	for	their	delicious	flavor	and	ability	to	withstand	Kansas’	cold	winters.	Peach	trees
require	a	sunny	location	and	well-drained	soil	to	thrive.	Cherry	Trees:	Both	sweet	and	sour	cherry	trees	can	be	successfully	grown	in	Kansas.	Varieties	like	‘Montmorency’	(sour	cherry)	and	‘Bing’	(sweet	cherry)	are	popular	choices.	Cherry	trees	require	full	sun,	well-drained	soil,	and	protection	from	late	spring	frosts	to	ensure	a	successful	harvest.
Plum	Trees:	Plums	are	well-suited	for	Kansas’	climate	and	can	be	a	rewarding	addition	to	any	garden.	Varieties	such	as	‘Methley,’	‘Santa	Rosa,’	and	‘Stanley’	are	known	for	their	excellent	flavor	and	productivity.	Plum	trees	prefer	full	sun	and	well-drained	soil.	Pear	Trees:	Pears	can	also	be	grown	successfully	in	Kansas,	although	they	may	require
some	extra	care.	Varieties	like	‘Bartlett,’	‘Moonglow,’	and	‘Kieffer’	are	recommended	for	their	adaptability	to	the	state’s	climate.	Pear	trees	need	full	sun,	well-drained	soil,	and	proper	pruning	to	ensure	healthy	growth	and	fruit	production.	When	selecting	fruit	trees	for	your	Kansas	garden,	it	is	essential	to	consider	factors	such	as	disease	resistance,
chilling	requirements,	and	pollination	needs.	Consulting	with	local	nurseries	or	agricultural	extension	offices	can	provide	valuable	insights	into	the	best	fruit	tree	varieties	for	your	specific	location.	With	proper	care	and	attention,	these	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas	can	provide	you	with	a	bountiful	harvest	for	years	to	come.	When	it	comes	to
growing	fruit	trees	in	Kansas,	it	is	important	to	choose	varieties	that	are	well-suited	to	the	region’s	climate	and	soil	conditions.	While	there	are	several	fruit	trees	that	thrive	in	Kansas,	there	are	also	some	varieties	that	should	be	avoided	due	to	their	inability	to	withstand	the	state’s	harsh	weather	conditions.	Citrus	trees,	such	as	oranges,	lemons,	and
grapefruits,	should	generally	be	avoided	in	Kansas.	These	trees	require	a	warm	and	tropical	climate,	which	is	not	typically	found	in	the	state.	Kansas	experiences	cold	winters	and	fluctuating	temperatures,	making	it	challenging	for	citrus	trees	to	survive	and	produce	fruit	consistently.	Peach	trees	can	also	be	problematic	in	Kansas.	While	there	are
some	cold-hardy	peach	varieties	available,	the	state’s	unpredictable	weather	patterns,	including	late	spring	frosts,	can	damage	the	delicate	blossoms	and	reduce	fruit	production.	However,	with	careful	selection	of	cold-hardy	peach	varieties	and	proper	protection	during	frost	events,	it	is	still	possible	to	grow	peaches	successfully	in	certain	parts	of
Kansas.	Another	fruit	tree	to	approach	with	caution	in	Kansas	is	the	cherry	tree.	While	cherries	can	be	grown	in	the	state,	they	are	susceptible	to	various	diseases	and	pests,	such	as	brown	rot	and	cherry	fruit	fly.	These	challenges,	combined	with	the	state’s	weather	conditions,	can	make	it	difficult	to	achieve	consistent	and	high-quality	cherry
harvests.	It	is	important	to	note	that	while	these	fruit	trees	may	not	be	ideal	for	Kansas,	there	are	still	many	other	options	that	can	thrive	in	the	state’s	climate.	By	selecting	the	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas,	gardeners	can	enjoy	a	bountiful	harvest	and	minimize	potential	challenges.	Growing	fruit	trees	in	Kansas	can	be	a	rewarding	experience,	as
the	state’s	climate	and	soil	conditions	are	suitable	for	a	variety	of	fruit	tree	species.	Here	are	some	tips	and	best	practices	to	help	you	successfully	grow	the	best	fruit	trees	in	Kansas:	Select	the	right	fruit	tree	species:	When	choosing	fruit	trees	for	your	Kansas	garden,	consider	those	that	are	well-suited	to	the	state’s	climate.	Some	of	the	best	fruit
trees	to	grow	in	Kansas	include	apple	trees,	peach	trees,	cherry	trees,	pear	trees,	and	plum	trees.	These	species	are	known	to	thrive	in	the	region’s	weather	conditions.	Consider	disease	resistance:	Kansas	experiences	a	range	of	weather	conditions,	including	hot	summers	and	cold	winters.	To	ensure	the	health	and	longevity	of	your	fruit	trees,	select
varieties	that	are	resistant	to	common	diseases	and	pests	found	in	the	area.	Disease-resistant	cultivars	can	help	minimize	the	need	for	chemical	treatments	and	increase	the	chances	of	a	successful	harvest.	Plant	at	the	right	time:	Timing	is	crucial	when	planting	fruit	trees	in	Kansas.	It’s	generally	recommended	to	plant	fruit	trees	in	early	spring	or	late
fall	when	the	soil	is	workable.	This	allows	the	trees	to	establish	their	root	systems	before	the	extreme	temperatures	of	summer	or	winter	arrive.	Be	sure	to	check	the	specific	planting	recommendations	for	the	fruit	tree	species	you	choose.	Provide	proper	sunlight	and	soil	conditions:	Fruit	trees	require	full	sun	exposure	to	thrive	and	produce	abundant
fruit.	Ensure	that	your	chosen	planting	location	receives	at	least	6-8	hours	of	direct	sunlight	daily.	Additionally,	Kansas	soils	can	vary,	but	most	fruit	trees	prefer	well-draining	soil	with	a	slightly	acidic	to	neutral	pH.	Conduct	a	soil	test	to	determine	the	pH	and	nutrient	levels,	and	amend	the	soil	accordingly	to	create	optimal	growing	conditions.
Adequate	watering	and	mulching:	Proper	watering	is	essential	for	the	healthy	growth	of	fruit	trees.	Newly	planted	trees	require	regular	watering	to	establish	their	root	systems.	Once	established,	fruit	trees	generally	need	about	1	inch	of	water	per	week,	either	from	rainfall	or	supplemental	irrigation.	Mulching	around	the	base	of	the	tree	helps	retain
soil	moisture,	suppress	weeds,	and	regulate	soil	temperature.	Apply	a	layer	of	organic	mulch,	such	as	wood	chips	or	straw,	but	ensure	it	doesn’t	touch	the	trunk	to	prevent	rot.	Pruning	and	training:	Regular	pruning	is	necessary	to	maintain	the	shape,	size,	and	overall	health	of	fruit	trees.	Prune	during	the	dormant	season	(late	winter	or	early	spring)
to	remove	dead	or	diseased	branches,	improve	airflow,	and	promote	fruit	production.	Proper	training,	such	as	removing	competing	branches	and	maintaining	a	central	leader,	helps	create	a	strong	tree	structure	and	facilitates	easier	harvesting.	Pest	and	disease	management:	Fruit	trees	in	Kansas	can	be	susceptible	to	various	pests	and	diseases,
including	apple	maggots,	codling	moths,	peach	leaf	curl,	and	fire	blight.	Monitor	your	trees	regularly	for	signs	of	infestation	or	disease,	and	take	appropriate	measures	to	manage	them.	This	may	include	using	organic	pest	control	methods,	such	as	insecticidal	soaps	or	horticultural	oils,	and	practicing	good	sanitation	by	removing	fallen	fruit	and
debris.	By	following	these	tips	and	best	practices,	you	can	successfully	grow	the	best	fruit	trees	in	Kansas	and	enjoy	a	bountiful	harvest	for	years	to	come.	Remember	to	consult	local	gardening	resources	and	extension	services	for	specific	recommendations	based	on	your	location	within	the	state.	What	are	the	Best	Fruit	Trees	to	Grow	in	Kansas?
Finding	the	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas	was	not	as	easy	as	I	thought.	Some	require	extensive	care,	others	are	prone	to	pests,	and	lots	are	just	not	simple	&	quick	enough	to	grow.	That’s	why	I	created	a	list	of	the	11	Best	Fruit	Trees	to	Grow	in	Kansas!	This	ultimate	guide	will	give	you	the	best	fruit	trees	to	grow,	why	you	should	grow	them,	and
even	how	to	grow	them.	Knowing	what	hardiness	zone	Kansas	is	in	is	critical	to	understanding	the	best	fruits	that	can	be	grown.	It	can	be	the	difference	between	your	fruit	orchard	thriving	and	providing	a	bountiful	yield	or	producing	nothing	and	maybe	even	dying.	Kansas	is	mostly	considered	Hardiness	Zone	5,	while	some	of	the	lower-level	regions
are	Hardiness	Zone	6.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Honeycrisp,	Red	Delicious,	Granny	Apple	Trees	thrive	in	Kansas’s	cold	spring	and	cooler	fall	months.	Unlike	other	fruits,	flowers,	and	fruit	can	grow	even	when	there	is	snow	or	frost	late	into	the	spring.	Apple	trees	may	be	the	easiest	fruit	to	grow.	You	do	not	need	to	fertilize	it,	don’t	need	to
water	it,	can	be	planted	in	any	soil,	and	needs	very	little	pruning	if	any.	Apple	Trees	are	perfect	for	any	gardener’s	yard.	If	you	have	a	lot	of	space	you	can	plant	numerous	apple	trees.	If	you	have	a	little	space	you	can	plant	your	apple	trees	in	pots.	And	regardless	of	the	climate	or	soil	in	Kansas,	you	can	plant	them	just	about	anywhere	in	your	yard.
Out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,	apple	trees	have	one	of	the	heaviest	harvests.	Between	late	August	through	November,	you	can	pick	more	apples	than	you’ll	be	able	to	eat.	Deer,	Rabbits,	&	Squirrels	LOVE	Lettuce.	If	left	unprotected	these	pests	will	eat	your	fruit	before	it	can	even	fully	grow.	Related:	How	to	Deter	Deer	from	Your	Garden	Related:
How	to	Deter	Rabbits	from	Your	Garden	Related:	How	to	Deter	Squirrels	from	Your	Garden	Out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,	insects	are	most	likely	to	attack	apple	trees.	Whether	it’s	Japanese	Beetles	or	Aphids,	you	will	constantly	have	to	spray	and	care	for	your	apple	tree	to	prevent	insect	infestation	Again,	out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,
Apple	Trees	are	most	prone	to	disease.	Blight	&	mold	are	just	two	of	the	diseases	that	can	attack,	harm,	and	sometimes	kill	your	fruit	trees	in	the	spring	or	summer.	Learn	How	To	Grow	Apple	Trees	HERE	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Barlett,	Kieffer,	Anjou,	Bosc	Pear	Trees	are	another	hardy	fruit	when	it	comes	to	cold	in	Kansas.	Pears	are	a
perfect	complement	to	apple	trees,	blooming	earlier	and	bearing	fruit	earlier	in	the	summer.	Pear	Trees	is	not	only	a	great	tree	that	is	cold-hardy	but	also	does	amazing	in	droughts,	high	heat,	and	humidity.	This	makes	it	perfect	to	plant	anywhere	in	your	yard,	regardless	of	the	amount	of	sunlight	it	receives.	If	there	is	any	fruit	that	can	be	grown	in
gardening	pots	in	Kansas,	it’s	Pear	Trees.	This	is	one	of	the	most	adaptive	fruits,	making	it	perfect	for	beginner	gardeners	in	Kansas.	Like	many	other	fruits,	insects	like	aphids	will	attack	and	infest	your	pear	trees.	Unlike	Apple	Trees	which	can	recover	quickly,	Pear	Trees	typically	won’t.	While	pear	trees	do	great	in	heat	and	cold,	they	can	struggle
with	wet	conditions.	If	the	ground	becomes	too	wet	over	winter	and	spring	then	there	is	a	chance	that	root	rot	will	happen,	harming	or	killing	your	tree.	Learn	How	To	Grow	Pear	Trees	HERE	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Damson,	Fench,	Friar,	Japanese	While	most	fruit	trees	tolerate	heat,	plum	trees	thrive	in	it.	This	early	summer	fruit-
producing	tree	will	grow	quickly	with	more	plums	when	it	has	a	warmer	winter	and	spring.	Plums	are	extremely	hardy.	Unlike	every	other	fruit	tree	on	this	list,	plum	trees	are	resistant	to	almost	all	insects	and	every	disease,	making	it	the	perfect	fruit	tree	to	grow	in	Kansas.	Apple,	Pear,	&	Cherry	Trees	grow	quite	large.	If	you	don’t	have	a	big
backyard	this	can	pose	a	problem.	But	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	this	with	plum	trees,	as	they	won’t	grow	more	than	8	to	10	feet	high	and	6-8	feet	wide.	Deer,	Rabbits,	&	Squirrels	come	out	of	winter	and	become	hungry	in	spring.	One	of	the	first	plants	they	eat	is	plums.	Whether	protected	or	unprotected	pests	pose	a	risk	to	growing	plums	in
Kansas.	Like	pear	trees,	plum	trees	don’t	do	well	in	wet	conditions.	It	is	recommended	to	plant	this	type	of	tree	in	an	area	of	your	yard	with	well-draining	soil	and	long	periods	of	direct	sunlight.	The	biggest	tip	for	having	success	growing	plum	trees	is	to	prune	them.	Plum	trees	will	take	5-6	years	to	bear	fruit,	but	pruning	your	tree	will	promote	tree
growth	and	more	plums.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Redhaven,	Reliance,	White,	Sunhaven	The	hotter,	the	better.	Unlike	apple,	cherry,	pear,	and	plum	trees	that	tolerate	heat,	peach	trees	will	actually	do	better	the	hotter	it	gets.	That	means	the	hot	and	humid	summers	are	perfect	for	peach	trees	bearing	more	fruit.	Most	fruit	trees	grow
high	and	wide,	but	very	few	just	grow	high.	Peach	trees	are	the	only	type	of	fruit	tree	that	has	varieties	that	can	grow	10	to	15	feet	high	and	only	2	to	3	feet	wide.	Out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,	the	Peach	Tree	is	the	quickest-growing	fruit	tree.	Not	only	this,	but	most	Peach	Trees	will	actually	bear	fruit	within	1	to	2	years	after	planting.	Peach
Trees	do	not	tolerate	cold	weather	well.	While	some	varieties	can	survive	Kansas’s	cold	weather,	most	will	die	if	the	winter	temperatures	drop	consistently	below	10	degrees	Fahrenheit.	Like	many	other	fruit	trees,	Peaches	are	prone	to	diseases	such	as	blight,	mold,	etc.	Not	only	will	this	happen	during	early	spring	during	wet	conditions,	but	can	also
continue	throughout	summer	and	even	fall.	For	the	best	success	growing	Peach	Trees,	you	should	plant	them	next	to	other	trees	in	the	same	family	like	nectarines	and	apricots.	Keep	them	in	a	well-draining	and	full-sun	area	of	your	yard.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Chicago,	Turkey,	Brown	The	fig	tree	is	the	only	fruit	tree	on	this	list	that	is
truly	pest-resistant.	Deers	hate	fig	trees,	rabbits	can’t	reach	the	fruit,	and	squirrels	and	chipmunks	find	easier	food	elsewhere.	No	other	fruit	on	this	list	can	be	grown	indoors	and	outdoors.	Fig	Trees	can	thrive	outside,	but	most	gardeners	will	grow	them	in	a	pot	where	they	leave	them	outside	during	the	summer	months	and	bring	them	inside	after
the	first	frost	of	the	year.	Once	you	plant	your	fig	tree	there	is	nothing	else	you	need	to	do.	You	don’t	have	to	worry	about	insects	or	disease,	only	need	to	water	it	once	a	week,	and	you	even	don’t	have	to	worry	about	pruning	it	for	figs	to	grow.	Related:	How	to	Effectively	Prune	Fig	Trees	While	some	types	of	fig	trees	can	survive	and	do	well	in	Kansas
winters,	most	will	become	stunted	and	not	produce	fruit	or	may	even	die.	If	you	keep	your	fig	trees	in	pots	droughts	will	stunt	and	kill	your	tree.	This	is	because	fig	trees	in	pots	will	dry	out	quicker	than	in	the	ground.	Learn	How	to	Prune	Fig	Trees	HERE.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Bing,	Van,	Montmorency	Cucumbers	are	another	hardy
fruit.	Some	varieties	can	be	grown	in	cold	weather	and	some	can	be	grown	in	warmer	weather.	Cherries	produce	the	largest	harvest	out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list.	While	cherry	trees	don’t	grow	as	tall	as	other	trees	they	can	sometimes	yield	up	to	50	pounds	of	fruit	in	a	season.	If	you	want	a	fruit	tree	that	acts	as	a	cross-pollinator	then	look	no
further	than	the	cherry	tree.	It	does	great	with	crabapples	and	apple	trees	to	name	a	few.	These	pests	will	generally	not	harm	your	actual	cherry	tree.	What	they	will	do	though	is	immediately	eat	cherries	if	you	do	not	protect	them	with	netting.	Cherry	Trees	also	will	quickly	die	if	conditions	are	too	wet	or	if	the	winters	get	too	cold,	making	this	one	of
the	most	difficult	trees	to	care	for	every	year.	To	have	the	most	success	growing	cherry	trees	you	should	constantly	prune,	mulch,	spray	for	disease	and	insects,	and	protect	them	against	garden	pests.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Sungo,	Fantasia,	Redgold	Like	its	cousin	the	peach	tree,	Nectarines	love	the	heat.	They	grow	bigger	and	produce
more	and	tastier	nectarines	the	hotter	it	is.	Just	like	peaches,	Nectarine	trees	don’t	grow	wide.	This	makes	it	perfect	for	urban	gardeners	or	anyone	who	has	little	space	for	fruit	trees.	Like	the	peach	tree,	Nectarines	grow	incredibly	fast.	Even	within	the	first	year	or	two,	nectarines	will	grow	on	planted	and	potted	trees.	Almost	every	type	of	Nectarine
Tree	struggles	with	the	cold.	If	you	live	in	the	Northern	part	of	Kansas	Nectarine	trees	will	struggle	with	the	winter	and	if	you	live	in	a	part	of	Kansas	where	temperatures	can	dip	for	weeks	at	a	time	below	20	degrees	Fahrenheit	you	will	need	to	wrap	your	tree	in	burlap	to	protect	it	from	the	cold.	Nectarines	can	be	prone	to	diseases	in	early	summer.
Expect	blight,	fungus,	and	rot	to	affect	your	plant	early	in	the	season	near	the	time	your	tree	begins	to	grow	flowers.	One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	ensure	success	growing	Nectarine	Trees	is	to	first	plant	your	tree	well	after	the	last	frost,	but	before	it	gets	extremely	warm.	In	the	winter,	you	should	wrap	your	tree	in	burlap.	This	will	give	your	Nectarine
tree	the	best	chance	of	growing	and	bearing	fruit.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Royal,	Tropic	Gold,	Blenheim	Apricot	trees	are	another	great	type	of	fruit	tree	that	will	thrive	in	Kansas’s	humidity	and	heat.	And	for	those	summers	that	get	little	to	no	rain	apricots	trees	will	continue	to	grow	and	bear	lots	of	apricots.	Apricot	trees	don’t	get	very
large.	Outside	of	Fig	Trees,	they	are	the	next	smallest	tree	on	this	list.	This	makes	them	perfect	for	small	yards	and	space,	suburban	fruit	orchards,	and	urban	gardens.	Almost	everything	can	harm	apricot	trees,	making	them	incredibly	difficult,	but	not	impossible	to	grow.	Insects,	disease,	sometimes	wind,	wet	conditions,	and	garden	pests	are	just	a
few	of	the	elements	that	can	negatively	affect	your	fruit	tree.	Like	most	nectarine	and	peach	trees,	apricot	trees	do	poorly	in	the	cold.	In	fact,	they	have	the	least	likelihood	of	almost	any	fruit	tree	on	this	list	of	surviving	Kansas’s	winter	if	not	wrapped	in	burlap	or	another	heat-retaining	material.	The	biggest	way	to	have	success	planting	&	growing
apricot	trees	is	to	consistently	care	for	them.	This	is	not	a	fruit	tree	that	you	can	plant	and	forget	about.	You	should	constantly	prune,	spray,	water,	and	protect	against	the	elements	every	year.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Black,	White,	Red	While	you	may	not	be	very	familiar	with	the	Mulberry	Tree,	it	is	an	excellent	choice	to	grow	in	almost
any	condition.	You	can	plant	it	with	other	trees,	by	itself	in	a	field,	among	weeds,	or	even	in	a	garden	and	it	will	quickly	grow	and	bear	fruit.	The	mulberry	tree	is	so	versatile	because	of	its	size	that	you	can	plant	it	anywhere.	Whether	it’s	in	a	small	space	next	to	your	house,	in	the	corner	of	your	garden,	or	even	in	a	gardening	container,	the	mulberry
tree	is	perfect	for	all	fruit	tree	growers.	When	growing	mulberry	trees	you	will	need	to	protect	them	from	birds.	While	birds	won’t	harm	the	tree	itself	they	have	been	known	to	quickly	devour	the	fruit	before	they	even	ripen.	Mulberry	trees	will	grow	plenty	of	fruit	by	themselves,	but	to	have	four	to	five	times	the	amount	of	mulberries	you	should	plant
them	next	to	another	type	of	mulberry	tree	to	promote	cross-pollination.	View	Price	of	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Meyer,	Lisbon,	Ponderosa	Out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,	lemons	will	thrive	the	most	with	heat.	This	is	because	they	naturally	have	been	grown	in	warmer	weather	climates.	And	best	of	all	is	that	you	need	to	water	or	care	for	them	very
little	to	have	success.	Lemon	Trees	can	only	grow	in	pots	in	Kansas.	If	you	want	a	fruit	tree	that	can	easily	be	moved	from	indoors	to	outdoors,	kept	indoors	all	year,	or	even	just	as	an	ornamental	tree	then	look	no	further.	Lemon	trees	are	the	most	sensitive	fruit	tree	on	this	list	to	cold	weather.	If	temperatures	drop	below	50	degrees	Fahrenheit	then
your	tree	won’t	grow	or	produce	fruit.	If	temperatures	drop	below	freezing	your	lemon	tree	will	die.	Learn	How	to	Grow	Lemon	Trees	in	Pots	HERE	View	Price	on	Tree	Popular	Varieties:	Persian,	Key,	Kaffir	Out	of	all	the	fruit	trees	on	this	list,	limes	will	thrive	the	most	with	heat.	This	is	because	they	naturally	have	been	grown	in	warmer	weather
climates.	And	best	of	all	is	that	you	need	to	water	or	care	for	them	very	little	to	have	success.	Lime	Trees	can	only	grow	in	pots	in	Kansas.	If	you	want	a	fruit	tree	that	can	easily	be	moved	from	indoors	to	outdoors,	kept	indoors	all	year,	or	even	just	as	an	ornamental	tree	then	look	no	further.	Lime	trees	are	the	most	sensitive	fruit	tree	on	this	list	to
cold	weather.	If	temperatures	drop	below	50	degrees	Fahrenheit	then	your	tree	won’t	grow	or	produce	fruit.	If	temperatures	drop	below	freezing	your	lime	tree	will	die.	Learn	How	to	Grow	Lime	Trees	in	Pots	HERE	Thrives	in	Heat	&	DroughtThrives	in	ColdCan	Grow	Anywhere	in	your	yardHardy	against	Pests	&	InsectsRequire	little	maintenanceBear
heavy	fruit	Kansas	offers	a	diverse	range	of	fruit	and	nut	trees	suitable	for	home	orchards,	with	fruits	like	apples,	pears,	and	red	mulberries	being	well-suited	to	the	state’s	climate.	The	best	fruit	trees	to	grow	in	Kansas	include	‘Honeycrisp’	and	‘Jonathan’	apples,	‘Montmorency’	tart	cherries,	‘Red	Haven’	peaches,	and	‘Methley’	and	‘Santa	Rosa’
plums.To	grow	fruit	on	sour	cherries,	only	one	tree	variety	is	needed,	with	recommended	varieties	being	Montmorency,	Meteor,	and	North	Star.	These	are	genetic	dwarfs,	with	Meteor	reaching	10	to	14	feet	and	North	Star	reaching	10	to	14	feet.Kansas	offers	a	rich	palette	for	gardeners,	with	a	variety	of	plants	and	fruits	like	apples,	apricots,
blueberries,	and	peaches	flourishing	across	the	state.	The	Kansas	City	area	(zone	6)	offers	a	wide	variety	of	fruit	trees	and	berries,	including	cherries,	plums,	peaches,	apples,	tart	cherries,	and	bush	cherries.Not	all	fruits	grow	well	in	all	Kansas	locations,	so	it’s	important	to	become	familiar	with	the	most	and	least	likely	to	grow	well	in	your	area.
Some	popular	fruit	trees	include	Fantasia,	which	produces	attractive	fruit	with	good	flavor,	and	Red	Gold,	which	has	good	fruit	size,	flavor,	and	yield	in	trials.Useful	Articles	on	the	TopicArticleDescriptionSiteFruit	Trees	and	Plants	for	KansasKansas	offers	a	rich	palette	for	gardeners,	with	a	variety	of	plants	and	fruits	like	apples,	apricots,	blueberries,
and	peaches	flourishing	across	the	state.	To	…starkbros.comGrowing	Fruit	Trees	and	BerriesA	wide	variety	of	fruit	trees	and	berries	can	be	grown	in	the	Kansas	City	area	(zone	6).	You	can	enjoy	cherries,	plums,	peaches,	apples	…colonialgardenskc.comFruit	Trees	:	r/kansascityI’ve	had	a	lot	of	success	with	tart	cherries	and	bush	cherries.	Both	are
self-pollinating.reddit.com	Top	10	Cold	Hardy	Fruit	Trees	Every	Gardener	Should	Grow!Want	to	buy	a	fig	tree	or	cuttings?	Head	to	our	new	companies	website	below!	↓	↓	Website:	�…	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	The	Quickest	Fruit	Tree	To	Grow?Here	are	seven	fast-growing	fruit	trees	ideal	for	gardeners	eager	for	quick	harvests:Mulberry
Trees	-	Perfect	for	those	wanting	sweet,	homegrown	berries.Apple	Trees	-	A	quick	producer;	enjoy	apples	in	just	a	couple	of	years.Peach	Trees	-	Certain	varieties	yield	fruit	rapidly,	satisfying	cravings	soon.Citrus	Trees	-	Varieties	like	Dancy	mandarins	and	Meyer	lemons	bear	fruit	in	as	little	as	2-3	years.Fig	Trees	-	Easy	to	care	for	and	produces
quickly.Black	Cherry	Trees	-	Offers	delicious	cherries	in	a	short	timeframe.Apricot	Trees	-	Another	excellent	choice	for	home	gardens.This	article	emphasizes	optimal	care	and	growth	conditions	for	these	trees,	which	flourish	in	2-5	years	depending	on	the	species.	For	exotic	options,	consider	Glenn	mango	or	dragon	fruit	trees,	which	also	grow	swiftly.
Dwarf	and	columnar	varieties	enhance	garden	aesthetics	while	providing	quick	harvests.	Here's	to	transforming	your	landscape	and	enjoying	the	fruits	of	your	labor	faster	than	ever!	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Fruit	Grows	Best	In	Kansas?In	the	Kansas	City	area	(zone	6),	a	diverse	range	of	fruit	trees	and	berries	can	be	cultivated,	offering
residents	the	chance	to	enjoy	fresh	produce	from	their	own	backyards.	Popular	fruits	include	cherries,	plums,	peaches,	apples,	pears,	nectarines,	and	various	berries	such	as	blackberries,	raspberries,	gooseberries,	blueberries,	grapes,	and	strawberries.	To	help	gardeners	maximize	their	yields,	I	compiled	a	list	of	the	10	BEST	fruits	and	vegetables	to
grow	in	Kansas,	complete	with	growing	tips	and	rationale.Kansas	has	a	climate	conducive	to	fruit	and	nut	trees,	making	it	ideal	for	a	flourishing	home	orchard.	Recommended	apple	varieties	include	'Honeycrisp,'	'Jonathan,'	'Granny	Smith,'	and	'Jonagold,'	while	'Montmorency'	tart	cherries	and	'Red	Haven'	peaches	also	thrive.This	guide	not	only
covers	the	best	fruit	trees,	but	also	takes	into	account	their	adaptability	to	Kansas'	weather,	resistance	to	disease,	and	overall	fruit	production.	Additionally,	I	created	a	list	of	the	10	Best	Berries	to	Grow,	highlighting	those	that	are	more	manageable	and	pest-resistant.	It	is	essential	to	consider	that	fruit	trees	are	a	long-term	investment,	requiring
thoughtful	selection	based	on	climate	compatibility.Notably,	the	plains	prickly	pear	thrives	in	Kansas	and	can	be	found	in	many	Native	American	recipes.	While	popular	fruits	like	apples,	strawberries,	and	blueberries	are	commonly	grown,	understanding	local	conditions	is	vital	for	successful	gardening	in	Kansas.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is
The	Easiest	Fruit	Tree	To	Take	Care	Of?Pear	trees	are	an	ideal	choice	for	novices	interested	in	growing	fruit	trees,	thriving	across	multiple	climate	zones	(3-8)	and	offering	a	variety	of	consumption	options.	These	deciduous	trees,	which	go	dormant	in	winter	by	shedding	their	leaves,	display	beautiful	autumn	foliage	before	dropping	leaves.	Many
gardeners	find	pear	trees,	particularly	Asian	varieties,	easy	to	nurture	as	they	are	relatively	disease-resistant,	despite	the	potential	threat	of	fire	blight.Read	also:		What	Proportion	Of	Global	Horticulture	Is	Used	Locally?In	addition	to	pear	trees,	other	low-maintenance	fruit	trees	suited	for	beginners	include	apples,	peaches,	figs,	and	cherries.	Fast-
growing	and	able	to	survive	outdoors	year-round,	these	trees	can	also	be	cultivated	in	pots,	with	dwarf	varieties	providing	a	fruitful	harvest	even	in	limited	spaces.	For	instance,	apple,	peach,	and	fig	trees	are	resilient	and	yield	fruit	in	a	few	years,	making	them	perfect	for	newcomers	to	gardening.When	selecting	fruit	trees,	consider	semi-dwarf	or
dwarf	types,	which	require	less	space	and	care.	Disease-resistant	apple	varieties,	like	'Liberty'	and	'Honeycrisp,'	are	recommended,	with	apples	expected	3-5	years	post-planting.	It’s	essential	to	understand	that	different	trees	have	varying	climate	and	care	requirements,	but	the	experience	of	growing	fruit	trees	is	immensely	rewarding.In	summary,
the	easiest	fruit	trees	for	beginners	to	maintain	are	pear,	apple,	fig,	and	citrus	trees,	while	slightly	more	challenging	options	include	plum,	cherry,	and	peach	trees.	Fig	and	dwarf	apple	trees	stand	out	as	particularly	suitable	for	novice	gardeners	due	to	their	hardiness,	rapid	growth,	and	minimal	maintenance	needs.	Exploring	and	understanding	these
fruit	trees	will	help	you	select	the	best	options	for	your	garden.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	Kansas	National	Fruit?El	ciruelo	Sandhill	se	ha	convertido	en	la	fruta	oficial	del	estado	de	Kansas	tras	la	firma	del	Proyecto	de	Ley	2644	por	la	gobernadora	Laura	Kelly.	Este	reconocimiento	se	oficializó	el	12	de	abril	de	2022,	después	de	que	más	de
500	alumnos	de	cuarto	y	quinto	grado	de	Kansas	propusieran	la	inclusión	de	una	fruta	estatal	como	parte	de	su	aprendizaje	sobre	el	proceso	político.	El	ciruelo	Sandhill,	también	conocido	como	ciruelo	Chickasaw	(Prunus	angustifolia),	es	apreciado	por	su	sabor	ácido	y	se	utiliza	comúnmente	para	hacer	mermeladas	o	jaleas.Su	color	cambia	de	verde	a
un	rubor	anaranjado	y,	posteriormente,	a	rojo	oscuro	cuando	madura.	La	iniciativa	para	designar	oficialmente	esta	fruta	como	símbolo	del	estado	refleja	el	interés	y	la	participación	de	los	jóvenes	en	la	legislación	estatal.	La	ley	entró	en	vigor	tras	su	publicación	en	el	Registro	de	Kansas.	Kansas	también	tiene	una	uva	de	vino	tinto	estatal,
Chambourcin,	designada	en	2019,	y	una	uva	de	vino	blanco	estatal,	Vignoles,	en	el	mismo	año.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	Kansas'S	State	Fruit?The	Sandhill	plum	has	officially	become	the	state	fruit	of	Kansas	after	Governor	Laura	Kelly	signed	House	Bill	2644	on	April	12,	2022.	This	designation	resulted	from	a	collaborative	initiative	led	by
fourth	and	fifth	graders	across	multiple	schools,	aimed	at	learning	about	the	political	process	and	selecting	a	fruit	representative	for	the	state.	The	Sandhill	plum,	also	known	as	the	Chickasaw	plum	or	Prunus	angustifolia,	is	celebrated	for	its	tart	flavor,	often	used	to	make	jams	and	jellies.The	fruit	transitions	in	color	as	it	ripens,	starting	from	green	to
an	orange-red	blush	and	eventually	a	dark	red.	This	designation	underscores	the	cultural	and	historical	importance	of	the	native	plant	in	Kansas,	aligning	with	agricultural	themes.	The	bill	is	a	reflection	of	the	dedication	and	effort	put	forth	by	over	500	students	who	expressed	the	idea	of	establishing	a	state	fruit.	This	initiative	not	only	filled	a	gap	in
Kansas's	collection	of	state	symbols	but	also	highlighted	the	involvement	of	young	citizens	in	the	legislative	process.	The	Sandhill	plum's	adoption	marks	a	significant	milestone	for	Kansas,	emphasizing	the	students'	hard	work	and	determination	in	contributing	to	their	state's	identity.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Berry	Only	Grows	In	Kansas?
Serviceberry	(Amelanchier	arborea)	is	native	to	eastern	Kansas,	growing	up	to	20	feet	tall	and	producing	fruit	that	resembles	blueberries	in	taste	and	appearance.	The	berries	ripen	mid-summer,	earlier	than	many	other	varieties.	However,	identifying	the	best	berries	for	growth	in	Kansas	proved	challenging,	as	many	require	significant	care	or	are
susceptible	to	pests.	This	prompted	the	creation	of	a	list	of	the	10	best	berry	options.Despite	being	overlooked	as	a	foraging	destination,	Kansas	offers	a	variety	of	wild	berries	and	edible	plants,	from	wild	roses	in	early	spring	to	wild	asparagus	in	late	fall.	Adaptable	berries	like	raspberries,	strawberries,	gooseberries,	and	currants	thrive	in	suitable
conditions	across	the	state.The	Black	Mulberry	is	less	cold-hardy	than	the	Red	Mulberry	and	is	primarily	suited	for	southern	Kansas.	Mulberries	flourish	in	full	sun	and	moist,	fertile	soil,	producing	berries	that	ripen	from	late	spring	to	early	summer	and	can	vary	in	color.	The	wild	strawberry,	native	to	the	eastern	third	of	Kansas,	is	self-fruitful	and
complements	other	fruits	like	raspberries	and	blackberries.	The	pH	level	for	these	plants	should	range	from	5.	8	to	6.	5,	with	organic	matter	content	between	2-4.Many	gardeners	in	Kansas	find	success	with	different	raspberry,	blackberry,	and	blueberry	varieties,	which	can	withstand	foraging	pressures,	as	deer	typically	avoid	bramble	plants.	Overall,
Kansas	presents	a	diverse	array	of	native	fruits	worth	exploring.Read	also:		Slash	And	Burn	Horticulture:	What	Is	It?	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Are	The	3	Most	Common	Crops	Grown	In	Kansas?In	Kansas,	the	primary	grains	cultivated	are	corn,	wheat,	soybeans,	and	grain	sorghum,	collectively	referred	to	as	"The	Big	Four."	Wheat,	corn,	and
soybeans	are	the	three	most	common	crops,	significantly	shaping	the	state’s	agricultural	landscape.	In	2022,	the	market	value	of	crops,	including	nursery	and	greenhouse	products,	exceeded	$8.	4	billion,	while	livestock	and	poultry	products	totaled	nearly	$15.	6	billion.	Kansas	excels	in	grain	sorghum	and	winter	wheat	production,	ranking	first	in	both
respects,	as	well	as	in	total	cropland	and	principal	crop	acreage.Approximately	90%	of	Kansas	land	is	dedicated	to	agriculture.	Reports	indicate	that	Kansas	remains	a	national	leader	in	wheat	and	grain	sorghum	production,	with	a	notable	focus	on	a	broad	range	of	crops,	such	as	canola,	barley,	oats,	sunflowers,	and	hay.	The	U.	S.	Department	of
Agriculture	highlights	the	importance	of	these	crops,	ranking	their	annual	production	values.	Grain	sorghum	serves	as	a	crucial	dryland	crop,	while	other	agricultural	sectors,	including	dairy,	are	increasingly	expanding.Kansas's	agricultural	diversity	is	evident,	contributing	significantly	to	both	state	and	national	food	supplies	with	various	cereal
grains	and	livestock,	making	it	a	vital	player	in	U.	S.	agriculture.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Fruit	Trees	Don'T	Need	A	Pollinator?Self-pollinating	plants,	known	as	self-fruitful	cultivars,	thrive	with	just	one	specimen,	making	them	ideal	for	gardens	lacking	pollinators.	Fruits	such	as	peach,	nectarine,	fig,	citrus,	and	muscadine,	along	with	bushes
like	strawberry	and	blackberry,	are	commonly	self-pollinating.	Popular	varieties	for	limited	spaces	include	‘Stella’	cherry	and	‘Brown	Turkey’	fig.	While	self-pollinating	trees	yield	fruit	independently,	non-self-pollinating	trees	require	cross-pollination,	typically	achieved	by	planting	compatible	varieties	nearby.	Essential	pollination	occurs	through	wind,
birds,	and	beneficial	insects.Among	fruit	trees	that	necessitate	no	additional	plants	for	pollination	are	citrus	species	like	oranges	and	lemons,	as	well	as	varieties	of	peach,	nectarine,	and	fig,	ensuring	fruitful	harvests	from	a	single	tree.	Conversely,	trees	like	blueberries,	pears,	apples,	plums,	and	sweet	cherries	usually	need	cross-pollinators.	The
intricate	process	of	pollination	involves	transferring	pollen	from	the	anther	to	the	stigma	within	the	same	or	across	flowers.Although	many	fruit	trees	are	self-fertile—allowing	them	to	bear	fruit	without	a	pollinator—certain	types	like	plum	trees	typically	do	require	at	least	two	specimens	to	produce	fruit.	Notable	self-fertile	varieties	also	include
cherry,	Apricot,	Asian	pear,	almond,	and	walnut.	Gardeners	can	find	a	wide	selection	of	self-fertile	trees	available	for	purchase,	suitable	for	container	gardening	on	patios.	Overall,	self-pollination	offers	an	easier	route	to	bountiful	fruit	harvesting.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	The	Best	Tree	To	Grow	In	Kansas?When	selecting	trees	to	plant	in
Kansas,	consider	the	state's	hardiness	zones—primarily	Zone	5	and	some	areas	in	Zone	6.	Suitable	options	include	the	Bur	Oak	(Quercus	macrocarpa),	a	broad-spreading	tree	that	can	grow	up	to	70	feet	wide,	known	for	its	long	lobed	leaves	and	lively	fall	squirrel	activity	as	it	produces	acorns.	Another	good	choice	is	the	Northern	Red	Oak	(Quercus
rubra),	which	features	a	rounded	growth	form	in	both	youth	and	maturity.	The	Eastern	Cottonwood,	the	official	state	tree,	thrives	well	in	this	climate	and	can	reach	heights	of	around	70	feet	with	a	similar	spread.Kansas	Roots	provides	guidance	on	tree	selection,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	choosing	the	right	species	for	local	conditions	to	ensure
successful	growth.	Recommended	trees	and	shrubs	include	White	Oak,	English	Oak,	American	Elm,	Sugar	Maple,	Flowering	Dogwood,	Eastern	White	Pine,	Eastern	Red	Cedar,	Bald	Cypress,	Eastern	Redbud,	Kentucky	Coffeetree,	and	Black	Walnut.For	Kansas	City	specifically,	favored	species	include	Eastern	Red	Cedar,	various	Oaks,	Amur	Maple,
Ginkgo,	Kentucky	Coffeetree,	and	Flowering	Dogwood.	Proper	tree	selection	is	vital	for	establishment	success,	encouraging	planting	trees	suited	to	the	region's	specific	conditions	for	optimal	growth	and	beauty.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Fruit	Is	Native	To	Kansas?Pawpaw,	or	Asimina	triloba,	is	a	native	fruit	tree	found	in	eastern	Kansas,
thriving	in	the	understory	of	hardwoods	along	moist	river	bottoms	and	creeks.	Kansas,	often	underestimated	as	a	foraging	site,	offers	a	diverse	array	of	wild	berries	and	edible	plants,	transitioning	from	the	early	spring	bloom	of	wild	roses	to	the	late	fall	harvest	of	wild	asparagus.	While	common	fruits	in	Kansas,	like	apples,	strawberries,	and
blueberries,	come	to	mind,	the	state	is	home	to	a	variety	of	native	fruit	species	that	ripen	throughout	the	season.Pawpaw	fruit	matures	in	late	summer	to	early	fall,	alongside	wild	plums	which	also	ripen	during	this	period.	Other	edible	plants	include	the	high-Vitamin	C	rose	hips	from	wild	roses,	which	are	ripe	in	August	and	September,	and	the	sand
hill	plum,	designated	as	Kansas'	state	fruit	in	2022,	yielding	tart	fruit	ideal	for	jams.	Additionally,	the	native	persimmon,	found	in	southeastern	Kansas,	is	cherished	for	its	wildlife-attracting	fruits,	which	humans	also	enjoy.Kansas	presents	a	rich	environment	for	home	orchards	with	fruits	like	apples,	pears,	and	red	mulberries	well-suited	to	the	climate.
The	state’s	ecosystem	supports	a	variety	of	edible	wild	plants,	making	it	an	incredible	resource	for	foragers	and	gardeners	alike.	The	pawpaw,	with	its	unique	tropical	flavor,	stands	out	among	Kansas	fruits,	while	mulberries	and	wild	strawberries	add	to	the	region's	fruitful	diversity.	Thus,	Kansas	is	a	hidden	gem	for	fruit	enthusiasts.	Fruit	in	Kansas:
Lesson	3A	(Tree	Fruit)	Are	you	dreaming	of	a	backyard	filled	with	fresh,	juicy	fruit?	Growing	fruit	trees	in	Kansas	can	be	a	rewarding	experience,	but	not	all	varieties	thrive	in	the	state’s	unique	climate.	With	its	hot	summers	and	cold	winters,	knowing	which	trees	will	flourish	can	save	you	time	and	effort.Imagine	stepping	outside	to	pick	ripe	peaches
or	crisp	apples	right	from	your	own	yard.	This	article	will	guide	you	through	the	best	fruit	trees	suited	for	Kansas,	helping	you	make	informed	choices	that	lead	to	a	bountiful	harvest.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	gardener	or	a	beginner,	you’ll	find	valuable	tips	to	create	your	own	fruitful	oasis.	Ideal	Fruit	Trees	for	Kansas:	Popular	varieties	such	as	apple
(‘Honeycrisp’,	‘Jonathan’),	cherry	(‘Montmorency’,	‘Bing’),	and	peach	(‘Red	Haven’)	thrive	in	Kansas’	unique	climate.	Soil	and	Sun	Requirements:	Ensure	well-drained	soil	and	adequate	sunlight	(at	least	6	hours	daily)	for	optimal	growth	and	fruit	production.	Proper	Spacing	and	Timing:	Space	trees	15-20	feet	apart	and	plant	them	in	early	spring	or	fall
for	best	results.	Regular	Maintenance:	Prune	annually,	monitor	for	pests,	and	ensure	proper	watering	to	promote	healthy	growth	and	boost	fruit	yields.	Lesser-Known	Options:	Consider	adding	lesser-known	varieties	such	as	plum	(‘Methley’,	‘Santa	Rosa’)	and	apricot	(‘Tilton’,	‘Goldcot’)	to	diversify	your	garden’s	fruit	offerings.	Climate	Considerations:
Choose	varieties	that	withstand	Kansas’	temperature	extremes	and	provide	wind	protection	to	avoid	stress	on	young	trees.Kansas	offers	a	diverse	range	of	fruit	trees	well-suited	for	its	climate.	The	hot	summers	and	cold	winters	create	unique	challenges,	but	many	varieties	thrive	under	these	conditions.Apple	Trees:	These	trees	grow	well	in	various
Kansas	soils.	Varieties	like	‘Honeycrisp’	and	‘Jonathan’	produce	delicious	fruit.	Apple	trees	require	full	sun	and	well-drained	soil.Cherry	Trees:	Tart	cherries,	such	as	‘Montmorency,’	excel	in	Kansas.	These	trees	prefer	sandy	loam	and	good	airflow	to	prevent	diseases.	Plant	them	in	areas	with	full	sun.Peach	Trees:	Varieties	like	‘Red	Haven’	tolerate
heat	and	cold.	Peaches	fare	best	in	well-drained	soil	and	should	be	planted	where	they	receive	at	least	6	hours	of	sun	daily.Plum	Trees:	‘Methley’	and	‘Santa	Rosa’	are	popular	choices.	Plum	trees	prefer	moist,	well-drained	soil	and	full	sunlight	to	thrive.Selecting	the	right	variety	matters.	Consider	your	specific	site	conditions,	including	soil	type	and
sun	exposure.	For	example,	if	your	yard	is	prone	to	flooding,	avoid	choosing	trees	that	require	well-drained	soil.Timing:	Early	spring	or	fall	works	best	for	planting	fruit	trees.	This	allows	roots	to	establish	before	extreme	temperatures.Spacing:	Give	trees	enough	space	to	grow.	Most	fruit	trees	need	about	15-20	feet	apart	to	ensure	good	air	circulation
and	sunlight.Watering:	Water	newly	planted	trees	regularly	for	the	first	year.	Ensure	not	to	overwater;	aim	for	moist,	not	soggy,	soil.Regular	maintenance	enhances	fruit	production.	Pruning	trees	yearly	allows	for	better	sunlight	penetration	and	airflow.	Watch	for	pests	and	diseases.	Early	intervention	increases	the	chances	of	a	healthy	harvest.By
choosing	suitable	varieties	and	following	proper	planting	and	maintenance	practices,	you	can	enjoy	a	bountiful	harvest	from	your	Kansas	fruit	trees.Selecting	the	right	fruit	trees	can	enhance	your	garden	and	provide	delicious	produce.	Here	are	some	top	choices	for	Kansas	gardeners.Apple	trees	flourish	in	Kansas	due	to	their	resilience	against
varying	climates.	Popular	varieties	include:Honeycrisp:	Known	for	its	sweet	flavor	and	crisp	texture,	this	tree	thrives	in	well-drained	soil	and	full	sun.Jonathan:	This	variety	offers	a	tangy	taste,	ideal	for	eating	fresh	or	baking.	It	prefers	slightly	acidic	soils.When	planting,	space	apple	trees	about	15	to	20	feet	apart.	This	spacing	ensures	air	circulation,
reducing	the	risk	of	disease.	Pruning	in	late	winter	encourages	better	fruit	production.Pears	grow	well	in	many	regions	of	Kansas.	Consider	these	varieties:Bartlett:	This	classic	variety	features	a	sweet	taste	and	smooth	texture,	making	it	great	for	fresh	eating	or	canning.Kieffer:	This	heat-tolerant	option	is	suitable	for	canning	and	cooking	due	to	its
firm	flesh.Plant	pear	trees	during	early	spring	or	fall.	Choose	a	site	with	full	sun	and	well-drained	soil	for	optimal	growth.	Prune	annually	to	maintain	tree	health	and	encourage	fruiting.Cherry	trees	add	beauty	and	flavor	to	your	landscape.	Recommended	types	include:Montmorency:	This	tart	cherry	is	perfect	for	pies	and	preserves.	It	requires	full	sun
and	well-drained	soil.Bing:	A	sweet	variety,	Bing	cherries	are	delicious	fresh	and	grow	well	in	Kansas	soil.Space	cherry	trees	approximately	20	feet	apart.	Regular	pruning	helps	maintain	shape	and	prevent	disease.	Water	deeply	during	dry	spells	to	encourage	healthy	growth.By	choosing	these	fruit	trees,	you	can	create	a	vibrant	and	productive
garden	in	Kansas.Kansas	offers	a	variety	of	lesser-known	fruit	trees	that	thrive	in	its	climate.	Exploring	unique	options	can	enhance	your	garden	and	provide	delicious	fruit.Plum	trees	perform	well	in	Kansas,	especially	varieties	like	‘Methley’	and	‘Santa	Rosa.’	These	trees	prefer	full	sun	and	well-drained	soil.Spacing:	Plant	trees	about	20	feet	apart	to
ensure	adequate	air	circulation.Pruning:	Prune	in	late	winter	to	encourage	growth	and	remove	dead	branches.Pollination:	Many	plums	benefit	from	cross-pollination,	so	consider	planting	different	varieties	nearby.These	trees	produce	sweet	fruits	that	are	perfect	for	fresh	eating,	preserves,	or	baking.Apricot	trees,	such	as	‘Tilton’	and	‘Goldcot,’	also
thrive	in	Kansas.	These	trees	adapt	well	to	the	hot	summers	and	cold	winters.Sun	Exposure:	Choose	a	location	with	full	sun	for	optimal	fruit	production.Soil	Requirements:	Ensure	the	soil	is	well-drained,	as	apricot	trees	don’t	tolerate	overly	wet	conditions.Fertilization:	Use	a	balanced	fertilizer	in	early	spring	to	promote	healthy	growth.With	proper
care,	apricot	trees	yield	juicy,	sweet	fruit	that	can	be	enjoyed	fresh	or	used	in	various	recipes.Understanding	the	factors	affecting	fruit	tree	growth	helps	create	an	optimal	environment	for	your	Kansas	garden.	Key	elements	include	soil	conditions	and	climate	considerations.Soil	quality	plays	a	vital	role	in	fruit	tree	health.	Most	fruit	trees	prefer	well-
drained	soil	rich	in	organic	matter.	Test	your	soil’s	pH;	ideally,	it	should	range	from	6.0	to	7.5.Drainage:	Ensure	soil	drains	well.	Heavy	clay	can	retain	too	much	water,	causing	root	rot.	Use	raised	beds	or	amend	your	soil	with	compost	to	improve	drainage.Nutrients:	Fertilize	your	soil	based	on	nutrient	tests.	Incorporate	organic	matter	prior	to
planting	for	better	soil	structure.Compaction:	Avoid	compacted	soil,	which	limits	root	growth.	Consider	deep	tilling	or	aerating	the	soil	to	promote	healthy	root	systems.Kansas	experiences	temperature	extremes,	so	understanding	the	climate	aids	in	selecting	appropriate	tree	varieties.Temperature	Variations:	Choose	trees	that	can	withstand	hot
summers	and	cold	winters.	Look	for	varieties	bred	to	withstand	USDA	hardiness	zones	5	to	6.Sun	Exposure:	Most	fruit	trees	thrive	in	full	sun.	Aim	for	at	least	six	hours	of	direct	sunlight	daily	to	promote	healthy	growth	and	fruit	production.Wind	Protection:	Wind	can	cause	stress	on	young	trees.	Planting	windbreaks,	such	as	shrubs	or	fences,	can
protect	your	trees	from	harsh	gusts.By	considering	soil	conditions	and	climate	factors,	you	enhance	your	chances	of	growing	productive	fruit	trees	in	Kansas.Growing	fruit	trees	in	Kansas	can	be	a	delightful	adventure	that	rewards	you	with	fresh	produce	right	from	your	backyard.	By	choosing	the	right	varieties	and	paying	attention	to	your	specific
planting	conditions	you	can	set	yourself	up	for	success.Remember	to	consider	factors	like	soil	quality	and	climate	to	help	your	trees	thrive.	With	a	bit	of	care	and	attention	your	garden	can	become	a	beautiful	space	filled	with	delicious	fruits.	So	grab	those	saplings	and	get	ready	to	enjoy	the	fruits	of	your	labor.	Happy	gardening!In	Kansas,	some	of	the
best	fruit	trees	include	‘Honeycrisp’	and	‘Jonathan’	apples,	‘Montmorency’	tart	cherries,	‘Red	Haven’	peaches,	and	‘Methley’	and	‘Santa	Rosa’	plums.	These	varieties	thrive	in	the	state’s	climate,	balancing	heat	and	cold	effectively.The	best	times	to	plant	fruit	trees	in	Kansas	are	early	spring	or	fall.	These	seasons	provide	optimal	conditions	for
establishment	before	the	extremes	of	summer	heat	or	winter	cold	set	in.To	prepare	soil	for	planting	fruit	trees,	ensure	it	is	well-drained	and	nutrient-rich.	Aim	for	a	pH	between	6.0	and	7.5.	Improving	drainage	and	avoiding	compaction	are	essential	steps	to	promote	healthy	tree	growth.Most	fruit	trees	require	full	sun,	which	means	at	least	6	to	8
hours	of	direct	sunlight	daily.	Adequate	sun	exposure	is	crucial	for	fruit	production	and	the	overall	health	of	the	trees.Regular	maintenance	for	fruit	trees	includes	yearly	pruning,	adequate	watering,	and	monitoring	for	pests	and	diseases.	These	practices	help	enhance	fruit	production	and	promote	healthy	tree	growth	throughout	the	years.Yes,	apricot
trees	like	‘Tilton’	and	‘Goldcot’	can	be	grown	in	Kansas.	They	thrive	best	in	full	sun	with	well-drained	soil.	Proper	fertilization	and	maintaining	good	drainage	are	important	for	their	success.Yes,	many	plum	varieties,	including	‘Methley’	and	‘Santa	Rosa,’	require	cross-pollination	for	better	fruit	production.	Planting	compatible	varieties	nearby
enhances	the	chances	of	successful	pollination.To	protect	young	fruit	trees	from	wind,	consider	planting	windbreaks	such	as	shrubs	or	larger	trees	on	the	windy	side.	Additionally,	staking	young	trees	can	provide	extra	support	until	they	establish	strong	roots.	With	lots	of	land,	sunshine,	and	good	soil,	Kansas	is	the	perfect	place	for	a	thriving	home
fruit	orchard	where	you	can	get	a	bountiful	harvest	every	year.Apples	and	pears	are	already	perfectly	suited	to	the	climate	and	soils	and	thrive	with	little	effort.	Others,	like	peaches	and	cherries,	require	more	planning	and	maintenance,	but	they	can	still	produce	good	crops.Growers	in	the	south	may	face	too	much	summer	heat,	while	northern
growers	may	face	limitations	from	cold	winters.But	no	matter	which	Kansas	hardiness	zone	you	live	in,	you	can	find	fruit	trees	that	will	thrive.Images	via	Nature	Hills	–	Combined	by	Lyrae	Willis	for	Tree	VitalizeGrowing	apple	trees	in	Kansas	is	easy	since	they	thrive	in	the	cold	winters,	providing	enough	chill	hours	for	trees	to	set	fruit.Since	apple
trees	thrive	in	KS,	you	should	get	good,	heavy-yielding	crops	annually	with	little	effort,	and	what’s	more,	you	have	a	lot	of	varieties	to	choose	from!	The	only	ones	that	may	not	do	well	in	KS	are	the	more	tropical	varieties	that	flower	too	early	and	could	be	damaged	by	late	spring	frosts.These	trees	prefer	full	sun	and	fertile,	well-drained,	neutral	to
mildly	acidic	soil.	However,	they	are	fairly	tolerant	trees	and	can	be	planted	directly	in	most	KS	soil.	Those	with	more	alkaline	soil	can	amend	it	with	sulfur	and	pine	needle	mulch	to	prevent	possible	chlorosis.Apple	trees	are	mostly	self-sterile,	so	they	must	be	grown	with	at	least	one	other	variety	as	a	pollinator	companion	to	ensure	fruit
production.Apple	Trees	Suitable	for	Anywhere	in	Kansas:	Gala,	Honeycrisp,	Red	Delicious,	Liberty,	Granny	Smith,	Jonagold,	Empire,	Enterprise,	Fuji,	Jonathon,	Haralson,	Winesap,	BraeburnUSDA	Growing	Zones:	4	–	10Average	Size	at	Maturity:	8	–	25	ft	tall,	8	–	20	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	varietyFlowering	/	Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	emerge	from
mid-April	to	mid-May;	fruits	mature	from	early	summer	to	mid-fall,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsImage	via	Fast-Growing-TreesPlums	will	also	grow	in	Kansas,	with	European	Plums	performing	better	than	Japanese	Plums	since	they	flower	later	and	avoid	frost	injury	more	often.However,	the	Japanese	Plums
are	quite	heat-tolerant	and	may	perform	well	in	the	southernmost	part	of	Kansas,	but	their	earlier	flowering	may	result	in	frost	damage	some	years	and	are	probably	unsuitable	for	the	north.Plums	grow	best	in	full	sun	and	well-drained,	sandy	soil	in	the	moderately	to	mildly	acidic	range.	You	can	add	sulfur	and	pine	needle	mulch	if	you	have	slightly
alkaline	soil.Plums	should	be	watered	every	two	weeks	to	encourage	fruit	production.	Do	not	overwater,	however,	since	they	will	not	tolerate	soggy	roots.Most	plums	are	not	self-fertile,	so	you	must	grow	at	least	two	varieties	in	order	to	produce	fruit.Kansas	also	has	two	edible	wild	plums,	the	Wild	Plum	(eastern)	and	Sand	Hill	Plum	(western),	that
will	thrive	anywhere.European	Plum	Trees	Suitable	for	Anywhere	in	Kansas:	Opal,	Damson,	French,	Stanley	(self-fertile)Japanese	Plum	Trees	Suitable	for	Southern	Kansas:	Shiro,	Methley	(self-fertile),	Santa	Rosa,	FriarUSDA	Growing	Zones:	4	–	9Average	Size	at	Maturity:	10	–	25	ft	tall,	10	–	20	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	varietyFlowering	/	Fruiting
Season:	Flowers	emerge	from	mid-March	to	mid-April;	fruits	mature	from	June	to	August,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsPears	are	another	tree	that	performs	really	well	anywhere	in	Kansas,	thanks	to	their	cold,	heat,	and	drought	tolerance.	Once	established,	they	should	produce	reliable	annual	crops.Pear
trees	bloom	and	fruit	earlier	than	apples	and	make	a	great	complement	to	your	apple	trees.	However,	they	don’t	bloom	too	early,	so	late	spring	frosts	are	usually	not	a	problem.Pears	prefer	neutral,	fertile	loams,	but	they	are	highly	adaptable	and	will	grow	in	any	soil	type,	provided	it	is	well-drained.	Kansas	soil	typically	requires	no	amendments	to
grow	pears.Most	Asian	pears	are	adapted	to	warmer	climates	and	will	not	perform	well	in	Kansas;	however,	one	hardy	one	listed	below	should	even	grow	in	the	north.Like	most	fruit	trees,	pears	are	mostly	not	self-fertile	and	require	more	than	one	variety	for	successful	pollination.	Asian	and	common	pears	are	compatible	pollinators;	just	be	sure	their
flowering	time	overlaps.Pears	Suitable	for	Anywhere	in	Kansas:	Bartlett,	Kieffer,	D’Anjou,	Bosc,	Shinseiki	(Asian)USDA	Growing	Zones:	4	–	8(9)	(Common	Pears);	5	–	9	(Asian	Pears)Average	Size	at	Maturity:	8	–	20	ft	tall,	7	–	12	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	species	and	varietyFlowering	/	Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	bloom	in	April;	fruits	mature	from
summer	to	fall,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsImage	via	Fast-Growing-TreesIn	Kansas,	cherry	trees	can	grow	very	well	with	a	little	maintenance	and	careful	selection	of	your	varieties.Sweet	cherries	can	be	sensitive	to	the	summer	heat,	so	be	sure	to	choose	one	of	the	more	heat-resistant	varieties	listed	below.
They	also	bloom	early	and	can	sometimes	suffer	from	late	spring	frost	damage.Sour	cherries	bloom	later	and	tolerate	the	summer	heat	better,	making	them	much	more	likely	to	produce	reliable	crops	yearly.Cherries	grow	best	in	full	sun	in	moist,	well-drained	soil	with	some	organic	matter.	Kansas	soils	are	already	pretty	good,	but	add	a	topdressing	of
organic	matter	each	year	to	help	enrich	the	soil	and	retain	moisture,	especially	in	the	drier	west.	It	is	important	to	irrigate	every	1	–	2	weeks	during	summer	droughts.Most	cherries	are	not	self-fertile	and	require	another	variety	planted	with	them	to	ensure	good	cross-pollination	and	fruit	production.Heat-Tolerant	Sweet	Cherry	Trees	Suitable	for
Kansas:	Stella,	Bing,	Lapins	(self-fertile),	Brooks,	Royal	Crimson,	Royal	Lee,	Nanking	Cherry	(Prunus	tomentosa)Sour	Cherry	Trees	Suitable	for	Kansas:	Kansas	Sweet	Cherry	(a	sweet-sour	hybrid),	Montmorency,	Danube,	BalatonUSDA	Growing	Zones:	5	–	9Average	Size	at	Maturity:	10	–	25	ft	tall,	10	–	25	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	varietyFlowering	/
Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	emerge	mid-March	to	late	April;	fruits	mature	late	May	to	July,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsImage	via	Fast-Growing-TreesPeach	trees	are	fast-growing	trees	that	can	produce	fruits	early	and	love	heat	so	they	will	produce	well	in	hot	summers.They	do	flower	early,	however,	and	can
be	susceptible	to	late	spring	frost	damage;	planting	in	a	protected	location	could	help.They	are	also	not	very	cold-tolerant	trees,	so	be	sure	to	choose	one	of	the	more	cold-hardy	varieties	that	can	withstand	the	cold	Kansas	winters	better.Peaches	grow	best	in	full	sun	only	and	ideally	in	a	location	protected	from	those	KS	winds.	The	soil	should	be
mildly	acidic	to	neutral	and	well-drained	with	a	fairly	high	sand	content	since	they	do	not	tolerate	soggy	roots.Water	deeply	when	young	to	prevent	the	tree	from	developing	shallow	roots	that	could	result	in	windthrow.Many	peaches	are	self-fertile,	but	all	varieties	will	benefit	from	being	planted	with	a	pollinator	companion	to	ensure	good	fruit
production.Cold-Hardy	Peach	Trees	Suitable	for	Anywhere	in	Kansas:	Canadian	Harmony,	Raritan	Rose,	Glohaven,	Reliance,	Flamin’	Fury,	Contender,	Madison,	RedhavenUSDA	Growing	Zones:	4	–	10Average	Size	at	Maturity:	6	–	25	ft	tall,	6	–	25	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	varietyFlowering	/	Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	emerge	from	March	to	April;
fruits	mature	early	to	late	summer,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsImage	via	Fast-Growing-TreesSometimes	people	think	the	nectarine	is	a	cross	between	a	plum	and	a	peach,	but	they	are	actually	a	type	of	peach,	a	botanical	variant	of	the	peach	species	with	firmer,	crispier	fruits	with	no	fuzz	on	them.Since
they	are	actually	a	peach,	nectarines	have	all	the	same	requirements	as	peaches:	wanting	lots	of	full	sun,	sandy,	well-drained	soil	in	the	mildly	acidic	to	neutral	range,	and	adequate	irrigation	during	the	summer	droughts.Nectarines	are	also	not	very	cold-hardy	and	even	less	so	than	the	peach.	They	could	all	suffer	in	particularly	cold	years,	but
especially	in	northern	Kansas,	you	may	need	to	wrap	it	in	burlap	to	protect	it	from	winter	weather.	Only	choose	cold-hardy	varieties,	regardless	of	where	in	KS	you	live.Nectarines	are	all	self-fertile,	so	getting	fruit	from	just	one	tree	is	possible.	However,	yields	will	be	increased	if	grown	with	another	tree.Cold-Hardy	Nectarines	Suitable	for	Kansas:
Independence,	Harko,	Hardired,	IntrepidUSDA	Growing	Zones:	5	–	9Average	Size	at	Maturity:	6	–	30	ft	tall,	6	–	30	ft	spread*	*Size	depends	on	varietyFlowering	/	Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	bloom	from	March	to	April;	fruits	mature	from	late	June	to	August,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsImage	via	Nature
HillsPeople	don’t	often	think	of	mulberries	when	they	are	looking	for	fruit	trees	for	their	home	orchard,	but	they	would	grow	very	well	anywhere	in	Kansas.The	Red	Mulberry	is	already	native	to	the	eastern	¾	of	KS,	growing	on	moist	hillsides	and	in	riparian	areas.The	Black	Mulberry	is	much	less	cold-hardy	than	the	Red	Mulberry	and	is	best	grown
only	in	the	southernmost	part	of	Kansas.Mulberries	are	moderately	fast-growing	trees	that	grow	best	in	full	sun	in	moist,	fertile,	well-drained	soils	that	are	mildly	acidic	to	neutral.	However,	they	tolerate	rocky,	dry,	wet,	and	alkaline	soils.They	require	weekly	irrigation	for	fruit	production	and	to	prevent	premature	fruit	dropping	during	summer
droughts.While	mulberries	are	self-fertile	and	can	produce	fruits	with	only	one	tree,	crop	size	will	increase	significantly	if	it	is	planted	with	another	variety.Red	Mulberries	Suitable	for	Kansas:	Illinois	Everbearing	Mulberry,	Red	MulberryUSDA	Growing	Zones:	4	–	8	(Red	Mulberry)	or	7	–	10	(Black	Mulberry)Average	Size	at	Maturity:	30	–	50	ft	tall,	30	–
50	ft	spread*	*Black	Mulberry	only	reaches	40	ftFlowering	/	Fruiting	Season:	Flowers	emerge	mid-April	to	late	June;	fruits	mature	September	through	winter,	depending	on	the	varietyAvailable	at:	Fast-Growing-Trees	&	Nature	HillsHere	is	a	detailed	table	comparing	each	fruit	tree	type,	including	their	bloom	time,	fruiting	time,	size	at	maturity,	and
USDA	growing	zonesTree	TypeBloom	TimeFruiting	SeasonSize	at	MaturityUSDA	ZonesApple	TreesMid-April	to	mid-MayEarly	summer	to	mid-fall8-25	ft	tall,	8-20	ft	spread*4	–	10Plum	TreesMid-March	to	mid-AprilJune	to	August10-25	ft	tall,	10-20	ft	spread*4	–	9Pear	TreesAprilSummer	to	fall8-20	ft	tall,	7-12	ft	spread*4	–	8(9)	(Common	Pears);	5	–	9
(Asian	Pears)Cherry	TreesMid-March	to	late	AprilLate	May	to	July10-25	ft	tall,	10-25	ft	spread*5	–	9Peach	TreesMarch	to	AprilEarly	to	late	summer6-25	ft	tall,	6-25	ft	spread*4	–	10Nectarine	TreesMarch	to	AprilLate	June	to	August6-30	ft	tall,	6-30	ft	spread*5	–	9Mulberry	TreesMid-April	to	late	JuneSeptember	through	winter30-50	ft	tall,	30-50	ft
spread*4	–	8	(Red	Mulberry)	or	7	–	10	(Black	Mulberry)*	Size	depends	on	varietyKansas	is	the	perfect	place	for	a	thriving	home	orchard	with	many	different	fruit	and	nut	trees	that	you	can	grow.Fruits	like	apples,	pears,	and	red	mulberries	are	already	perfectly	suited	to	Kansas’	climate	and	will	yield	bountiful	harvests	with	little	effort.Others,	like
peaches,	nectarines,	and	cherries,	will	require	a	bit	more	care.	But	if	you	have	chosen	the	right	tree	for	your	yard,	you	can	also	get	some	good	harvests	from	these	as	well.Now	for	the	fun	part,	start	planning	your	KS	home	orchard.	Happy	tree	planting!Related	Articles:25	Common	and	Native	Trees	in	Kansas12	Flowering	Trees	in	Kansas	(White,



Yellow,	Purple	&	Pink)12	Fast	Growing	Shade	Trees	for	Kansas8	Nut	Trees	You	Can	Grow	in	Kansas	Yards7	Types	of	Fruit	Trees	That	Will	Thrive	in	Kansas


