

https://xafexigejafeki.godoxevez.com/585552553954344280546888665307763088157703?jupujadifeduginasegawovolaxexolufawenavizokejusubejerebubuzovaterodedodilivapogarepejabebidofepuxo=lajaxikuwobikilaxemolalomakutoxiwumufuxanuzageposerafojamuwunifajibelagarerabefumimuxunifizobofuroderefobowigozefugafotufokejenoxabalitolepitaletefufogekuzoporelejonepepuraratipipetikavavametomipegomazexigu&utm_kwd=fun+phonemic+awareness+activities&rukiropeligexafafefixojenitobubufufuxadexexa=dexaguxomopikugerawekakokinefufisenixokuwanewobasolidititunidukisizifowerefagatoxepuluwogutonikobixeravagetululukelexize











































Phonemic awareness games may help your child read fluently. Research has shown that the quicker a child differentiates the sounds in a word, the faster they understand. According to the National Reading Panel report on Teaching Children to Read, teaching kids phonemic awareness significantly improved their reading in various age groups and
grades. Although phonemic awareness affects the reading ability of a child, it isn’t taught with the written word. It’s about listening to the spoken word and being able to identify and manipulate the sounds in a word. Phonemic awareness breaks a single word into sounds. The child recognizes the beginning sound of the word and the individual sounds
in the word. The child can then also manipulate the sounds to form a word by blending the sounds. If written words are used together with a phonemic awareness activity, it may confuse the child. For example, the word off has two phonemes but is spelled with three letters. Phonics, however, focuses on the sounds of written words and the spelling
thereof. Phonemic awareness is one aspect of phonological awareness. Where phonemic awareness focuses on the sound of word segments, phonological awareness concentrates on the complete words. Words are strung together to create sentences. Below is a list of phonemic awareness games for pre-k, kindergarten/1st graders that focus on the
three main aspects of phonemic awareness: listening, rhyming, and segmentation. We’ve added some games that include physical activity for the restless ones. Although listening is an essential part of phonemic awareness, often young kids don’t know how. Teachers and parents shouldn’t assume the child knows how to listen; they need to be taught
how to listen carefully to the sounds of a word. Equipment Needed: Nothing! A relaxing game for after lunch or when the class needs some quiet time. All the kids lie on the floor without making a sound. They listen to the sounds around them and try to identify what they are hearing. Is it a door closing, a teacher’s voice, or a kid yawning? They aren’t
allowed to use their eyes, only their ears. Talk about the sounds they hear. Be dramatic and overemphasize to add a fun element to the activity. Equipment Needed: Mailbag for each child (create one from a paper bag) Copy of the song A set of 10 Beginning Sound Mail Envelopes for each child (cards that look like envelopes with pictures on each
mail piece) The object of the game is to find all the mail that has an image of an item that begins with the same sound the kids heard at the end of the song. Give each child a mailbag and spread out the envelopes in front of each child. Sing the song on the tune of “I'm a little Teapot” and insert the letter sound. Mail Delivery Song Lyrics (Lyric from
Growing Book by Book) I deliver mail Rain or shine. If you put a stamp on, it will get there in time. Can you help me sort my mail today? Collect the ones that start with _ (insert letter sound) Equipment Needed: No extra equipment is needed The teacher sings a song with spelling out the sound syllables of each word. For example, “I'm thinking of a
word named /c/ /a/ /t/, /c/ /a/ /t/. What is my word?” The kids respond by sing back, “Is that word that you’'re thinking called cat? Equipment Needed: No equipment is needed The game teaches children to listen for a sound, to listen for the sounds in words, and to where it is coming from. The object of the game is to identify the animal’s sound and the
direction it came from. The kids sit in a circle with the child who is ‘it’ lying with closed eyes in the middle of the circle. Another child moves to a place in the room and pretends to be a cow. ‘It’ needs to identify the animal’s sound and where it is coming from. They point in the direction they hear the mooing coming from. If ‘it’ identifies the sound and
points in the right direction, they go next in making a different animal sound from somewhere in the room. Equipment Needed: 3-4 One-inch cubes of each color. Four or five different colored cubes. The object is to identify the different sounds by using colored blocks. The child chooses a block for each sound they hear. If the noise is repeated, they
pick two blocks of the same color. For two different sounds, they will select two blocks one each of a different color. Increase the difficulty level for more advanced play. Rhyming teaches children that sounds form patterns and have meanings. Most kids understand the concept of rhyme or learn very quickly how to rhyme. Equipment Needed: rhyming
book, poem, or songs The goal is to familiarize kids with the rhyming concept. The more rhyme books, poems, and songs you read to the kids, the better their understanding of rhyming. Be silly. Have fun. Rhyming, books, poems, and songs are fun ways to introduce rhyming to young kids. Exaggerate the rhymes to make them aware of the verse. The
more fun you have, the more fun they will have, and the quicker they will grasp the rhyme concept. Equipment Needed: A bingo board for each child. (Download free printable sheets here or create your own. The set contains 8 different Bingo boards.) Counters - Use buttons, candy, counting cubes, or crackers. Each kid receives a Bingo board and a
handful of counters. Start with each child placing a piece on the free spot in the middle of the bingo board. The game rules are the same as those of Bingo; you need five in a row or column to win. When you call out a word, the child searches for a picture on their board that rhymes with the word called. If they find one, they place a counter on it. For
example, if you called ‘mat’ and there is a ‘cat’ picture on their board, they must identify it and place a counter on the cat picture. Obviously, winners can eat their counters on the bingo row or column. Equipment Needed: A small box Cards with pictures of familiar rhyming words, e.g., cat/mat, box/socks, bear/chair. Have enough pictures so that
everyone has a turn. The game is for kids who are familiar with the concept of rhyme. The object of the game is for children to take turns in coming up with rhyming words. The kids sit in a circle. For an easy start, choose a child that is good at rhyming. Choose a card. If the card contains a picture of a bear, for example, say, “In my box, there is a
bear.” The kid you chose needs to come up with a word that rhymes with bear-like chair or pear and say, “In my box, there is a chair,” for example. If the kid came up with a rhyming word, pass the box to them to choose the next card. Equipment Needed: None required. The object of this phonemic awareness activity is to rhyme sounds. The focus is
not on the words but on creating sounds that rhyme. Therefore, making up silly sounds that aren’t actual words, is allowed; it’s part of the fun. Create new rhymes that the kids can fill in. Then give them a turn to make up their rhymes. For example, A hat on a...mat (or cat, bat, zat) A tree with a ...key (or sea, knee, bee, me) A bug in a ...mug (or hug
or slug) A picture of a...fixture (or mixture, nicture) A variation to the game is to sing the rhymes a familiar song like Farmer in the Dell. Equipment Needed: rhyming memory cards (Create your own or download printable memory cards here) Rhyme Memory is a variation of the classic Memory Game. Before you start the game, go through all the
cards with the kids. Make sure they know what word fits with each card. For example, a bee is a bee, not a bug. Place the cards face down in a grid. Start with a few cards for younger children and make the grid more complex for older children. The child turns over two cards and names the pictures they see. They must tell you if the two words rhyme
or not. If the two words rhyme, they remove the two cards; if not, they turn over the cards, and it is the next child’s turn. Segmentation activities teach children that words are made up of smaller parts according to their sounds. It also shows them how to group sounds to form words. Where listening teaches children to hear and identify words,
segmentation teaches them to understand the individual sounds the words consist of. Equipment Needed: Stuffed or printable bumble bee for kids to hold. The game teaches segmentation by using the names of the children. To familiarize the children with the individual sound syllables, they clap out the names focusing on each syllable in the name.
The teacher walks around the circle and points to a child with the Bumble Bee toy or gives the Bumblebee for the child to hold, saying, “Bippity, Boppity, Bumble Bee, will you say your name for me?” The child responds with their name. Then the class says her name out loud while clapping once for each syllable in the name. Next, the teacher tells
them to whisper and soft-clap the syllables in the name. Lastly, the teacher thanks the child, “Bippity, boppity, bumble bee, thank you for saying your name for me.” Repeat the process with each of the kids sitting in the circle. Variation to the game is having the kids take on the role of the bumblebee instead of the teacher. Equipment Needed: Kids
should be familiar with the Old MacDonald song. The game teaches children to merge segmentations to form a word mentally. Tell the kids they are going to learn a different version of the Old MacDonald song. Warn them it is a silly version. Start singing, “Old MacDonald had a farm, e-i-e-i-o. And on the farm, he had a/ / /.” Here the teacher
introduces a different animal singing the word segments, e.g.,/ti/and /ger/. The kids immediately pick up the silly version and the introduction of a different animal. Without realizing it, they merge the segments and form the word of the animal—tiger. Next, show them a picture of the animal, confirming that they figured out the correct animal. From
fantasticfunandlearning.com Equipment Needed: Large foam or paper snowflakes for group activity Snowflake manipulatives for example, snowflake sequins, foam snowflakes, white pompoms, or cotton balls Falling Snowflake Segmentation Mats (Download free printable snowflake mats here) Develop and strengthen their motor skills with this
phonemic awareness activity. Use large snowflakes the kids can drop to the floor to help develop gross motor skills. Demonstrate to the kids how the game works and then let them do it as a group. Say a word and drop a snowflake for each sound in the word. Start with two or three phoneme words. When they are comfortable playing in a group, help
them strengthen their fine motor skill with the second part of the phonemic awareness activity. Kids can play individually or in small groups of two to three. Give each group or kid snowflake manipulatives and a snowflake mat. The goal is for the kids to pull the snowflakes in the sky (top of the mat) down to earth (bottom of the mat)—one snowflake
for each sound in a word. They start from the left and move to the right. Not all snowflakes will be used each time. Then they move the snowflakes back into the sky for the next word. Equipment Needed: None A fun phonemic awareness activity that practices segmentation while being physically active. Give the kid a word that contains a maximum of
four phonemes. The children must stand and touch first the head, then the shoulder, knees, and toes as they say each segment sound of the word. For example, for the word sit, they will touch their head for s, their shoulders for I and their knees for t. Equipment Needed: Turtle Talk is a phonemic awareness activity that teaches listening skills and
segmentation. The idea of the game is to help the child merge sounds to form a word and then to break the words up into sound segments. Tommy (or Tammy), the Turtle, takes the lead. Remind the children that turtles talk just as slow as they move. Tommy Turtle doesn’t say the whole word at once but speaks one sound at a time. To understand
what he is saying, the children must listen carefully and then merge the sounds to form the word. Use the word list and say one word at a time with a pause between each phoneme. Use the counting cards for the next part of the game. After the kids formed the words, do the opposite. They must break the words up into sound segments and count the
number of segments with the counting cards. Check out our 100% Free Phonics Program Over 400 free phonics activities to build a solid foundation for early readers Proven, Personalized Learning Solutions Trusted for Over 25 Years For K-6 Reading, ELL, Math & Science "You can't find better value to help children with their basic reading skills than
the programs from Essential Skills. They have more content than some costing ten times as much."~ Stephen Fogo, Principal Automatically identifies missing skills & corrects learning gaps Records each student's results as they work independently Easy to use, no training required for teachers or students Measure progress over time with built-in
post tests Effectively share student data for team planning Access a wide variety of reports, including student hot spots With a few simple clicks teachers can assign program pretests to individual students, or an entire class. Based on pretest results, our research-based reading and math intervention software creates an individualized program to
target each student’s learning gaps. Our comprehensive curriculum and affordable pricing, combined with a powerful Teacher Dashboard, makes Essential Skills the premier educational software for elementary students. Proven Results in Reading & Math View Research Increase of 2.16 levels in oral reading & 2.5 levels in silent reading in only 10
weeks Elementary online learning for every device & operating system... The latest generation of Essential Skills online reading and math intervention programs literally works on everything, so no matter what devices you, or your students are using, we've got you covered! Here are some of the reasons why our K-6 reading and math programs are
used in over 20,000 schools and trusted by educators across North America. Assessment feature automatically generates individualized programs to target skill deficits Teachers can assign specific content depending on learning needs Marks Manager; student tracking, assessment and reporting system included with all programs Easy to read reports
help quickly identify areas of student difficulty Affordable web-based subscriptions and one-time perpetual CD license options Activities designed for auditory, visual and tactile learners Easy to use, no training required Engaging, focused instruction with no time-consuming and repetitive animations Students work and learn independently at their own
pace Ideal for reading and math intervention and remediation Want to learn more about how our research-based reading intervention programs will improve the learning environment in your classroom? Contact Essential Skills any time to discuss how our online elementary reading and math programs can to be used to enhance the educational
experience of your students. We’re so confident in the quality of our programs that we offer a risk free 45 day return policy on all of our products. Try our online reading and math interventions with your students and experience the Essential Skills difference! Try the full version of Essential Skills risk free for 45 days! We know that our reading and
math intervention programs are awesome! That’s why we’ll give you 45 days to evaluate them absolutely risk free! You’ll have 45 days to evaluate the full version of our research-based reading and math programs and use them with your students. There’s no payment due until after the 45 days, so this really is a risk-free offer. Phone 1-800-753-3727,
fax 1-800-723-7718, or order on-line today and take advantage of this opportunity to discover why Essential Skills reading and math intervention programs are already trusted by over 50,000 educators... We use the Essential Skills programs with our K-2 students on a daily basis. They are used in the afterschool program as well. We like the way the
way the programs reward and reinforce student learning. The system for tracking and reporting student achievement is very useful. Ever since we started using the programs for reading intervention with our first and second grade students, we have seen that our third and fourth grade students are much more ready to learn. Brenda Hoerner,
Principal & Title I Reading Intervention Teacher Read More » Phonological awareness includes children’s ability to recognise:syllables (for example pla.ty.pus)rhymes (for example rain/Jane; pouring/snoring)sounds at the start/end of words (for example cup/kit, drink/stuck)sounds within words (for example starch —> s t arch)Phonological awareness
is an important set of skills to develop throughout early childhood and primary school. It is strongly linked to later reading and spelling success.We can think about phonological awareness as a sequence from basic phonological awareness skills, to more complex ones. For more information, refer to the Phonological awareness: staircase to success
diagram.Most children start school with an awareness of syllables, rhyme, and alliteration, but are not expected to have attained competency in other phonological/phonemic skills (for example blending, breaking words up, playing with sounds). These later phonological awareness skills can be targeted to extend children who have a strong interest in
sounds and words.When working on phonological awareness with early communicators and early language users (birth - 36 months), the relevant phonological awareness skills are syllables and rhymes.With older ages, educators may introduce more complex phonological awareness skills (for example alliteration, onset/rime), but the focus of
phonological awareness experiences should be informed by current assessment of each child’s learning.The importance of phonological awarenessThe awareness of the sounds that make up words is critical to being able to blend sounds together for later reading, and segmenting words into sounds for later spelling.Educators can introduce these
concepts to young children through:songsrhymes and gamesshared book readingcollaborative emergent writing experiences (for example drawing with annotation)We can also explicitly discuss phonological awareness concepts by explaining what syllables, rhymes, and sounds are.Phonemic awareness is the phoneme (“speech sound”) part of this
skill and involves children blending, segmenting, and playing with sounds to make new words.You can do experiences for phonological awareness without using any written words. It is about the sounds that the words make, not about the letters we use to spell them.Key developmental milestonesThe following ages and stages are a guide that reflects
broad developmental norms, but doesn’t limit the expectations of every child . VEYLDF practice principle: high expectations for every child goes into further detail.It is always important to understand children’s development as a continuum of growth, irrespective of their age.Early communicators (birth - 18 months):enjoy book readingenjoy nursery
rhymes and songsmay attempt to sing or chant rhymes/songsEarly language users (12 - 36 months):start to hear gaps between words in sentencesshowing interest in syllables and rhymesLanguage and emergent literacy learners (30 - 60 months):start to break up words into syllables (for example clapping syllables)start to recognise/produce
rhymesfrom 36 months: start to recognise words with the same initial soundfrom 36 months: start to break words up into onset and rime (sun= s+un)The 44 soundsEnglish is an alphabetic language. We only have 26 letters, but there are actually 44 speech sounds (phonemes).This includes 20 vowel sounds and 24 consonant sounds. These sounds
form part of the phonology of English.View The 44 speech sounds on Vimeo.You can learn how these sounds (phonemes) map onto letter patterns (graphemes) in the phonics section.SyllablesSyllable awareness involves activities like counting, tapping, blending or segmenting syllables. Every word can be broken down into syllables. For example,
helicopter —>he.li.cop.ter (4 syllables).Compound words (for example doghouse, footpath, lifetime) are words that combine two separate words to create a new word. These are great introductions to syllable counting.Syllable examplesHere are some example words, grouped by the number of syllables.One syllable:Two
syllables:ki.ttena.ppleco.metsun.setvel.crozig.zagfo.ssilThree syllables:ma.gi.calln.di.anvi.si.torpo.pu.lari.ma.ginedi.no.saurop.po.siteex.er.ciseFour syllables:in.te.res.tede.lec.tri.cales.pe.cial.lyim.me.di.atee.qua.li.tyu.su.al.lyper.son.al.i.tyel.ec.tri.ci.tya.ppre.ci.a.tedi.ma.gin.a.tionRhymeRhyme awareness is about knowing when words do and do not
rhyme. For example, children with good rhyme awareness would be able to identify the two rhyming words from an image showing a cat, a hat, and a household water tap.In this example, the educator and children would say the words "cat" "hat" and "tap", and children would identify "cat" and "hat" as the rhyming words.Rhyme production is where
children have to think of examples which rhyme with a given word.Through reading books, singing songs, nursery rhymes and other games, children will be able to start thinking of their own rhymes:‘Sand’ rhymes with ‘hand’ and ‘band’More complex rhymesSome rhymes are more complex than others. For an extra challenge, educators can choose
words with more complex rhymes. For example, the words in the second and third columns have multiple syllables in their rhymes:One syllable rhyme (with syl.la.ble breaks):coptopmopstopdropseekpeekstreaksneakTwo syllable rhyme (with syl.la.ble breaks):na.tionsta.tiondal.ma.tiansca.ryhai.ryfai.ryca.na.rynec.e.ssa.ryThree syllable rhyme (with
syl.la.ble breaks):a.qua.ri.anve.ge.ta.ri.anse.ri.ousmys.te.ri.ousAlliterationRelevant for language and emergent literacy learners, alliteration is another early phonological awareness skill. This involves sorting words by their initial and final sounds.For example, 'fun' and '‘phone' have the same initial sound (but one is spelt with an ‘f* and the other a
‘ph’). Note: sorting words by sounds is not about the letters. In a phonological awareness experience, remember that the goal is for children to hear the sounds (phonemes) within words, rather than see the letter patterns (graphemes).When sorting by initial and final sound, remember to listen to see if the words have the same sound. For example,
'phone’ and 'physical' are not sorted under the /p/ sound. Instead they both have an initial /f/ sound.Alliteration experiences can also focus on the last (final) sounds in words.Onset-rimeOnset-rime involves breaking words into their onsets (consonants before the vowels), and the rime (everything left in the word). This phonological awareness skill is
more advanced and is more suitable for language and emergent literacy learners.For example the rime "own" as in "down" could have the following onsets to make these words:D (onset), own (rime), down (word)Br (onset), own (rime), brown (word)Cl (onset), own (rime), clown (word)Dr (onset), own (rime), drown (word)G (onset), own (rime), gown
(word)Finding initial and final soundsNote: This phonological awareness skill is more advanced and is more suitable for children soon to transition to school.It's also important for children to find and name the initial and final sounds of words. This is a more sophisticated version of alliteration. Instead of just sorting words by their sounds, children are
encouraged to identify and name the initial or final sounds in words.For example, the final sounds in 'bat' and 'slept' is the /t/ sound.Blending sounds into wordsNote: This phonological awareness skill is more advanced and is more suitable for children soon to transition to school.Blending sounds into words is a critical component of phonemic
awareness. In later years, when children start to read, blending is how we “sound out words” we don’t know.Blending sounds is a fun game to play before ever having to “read” words. It helps prepare children for the phonemic skills they need once they do start reading.For example:we can guess the word ‘cap’ by blending the sounds /c/ /a/ /p/the
sounds /f/ /o_e/ /n/ blend together to make ‘phone’Note about phoneme countersin these sections, counters will be used to count the sounds (phonemes) in words:blue counters represent consonantsred counters represent vowelslIt's useful for teachers to use a different colour or shape to distinguish between vowels vs. consonants when children are
blending and segmenting sounds.You can come up with your own system for representing consonants and vowels.Physical counters or other small objects (for example buttons) can be used to represent phonemes. These can be useful to help children count and keep track of the number of phonemes in each word.Counters can also be used to count
sounds on paper, or on the wall, to demonstrate the number of speech sounds in each word.Blending soundsOne of the best ways to encourage early blending is through sound games where educators sound out a word (from a book or picture), then see if the children can blend them together.When educators sound out words, children can see if they
can blend them together.These sound games can be played during book reading, early writing, play or other experiences.Breaking words upThis phonological awareness skill is more advanced and is more suitable for children soon to transition to school.Breaking words up into their sounds is the reverse of blending sounds into words. So we can say
the three sounds in ‘phone’: /f/ /o_e/ /n/.Breaking words up into their sounds can be a fun game to play with children. It is also very beneficial for emergent writing skills.You can work on segmenting sounds as a sound game. Educators need to first model how to break words up into sounds.Using pictures or real objects is very important so that
children know what words they are breaking up.Deleting or playing with soundsNote: This phonological awareness skill is more advanced and is more suitable for children soon to transition to school.Deleting or playing with sounds is the trickiest phonological awareness skill. It involves deleting or swapping the sounds in words, to make new
words.Educators can play these advanced sound games with older children.Deletion example:"What is 'swing' without the /s/?"‘wing!’Playing with sounds (manipulation) example:"What happens when you take off the /g/ in 'dog' and swap it with /k/?"‘dock!’You can play these sound games with any word. You might find that children think of interesting
and humorous new words!It’s important for children to have a chance to play with words. You can talk about what is a real word and what is not.Get a downloadable version at Phonological awareness: getting started.Theory to practicePhonological awareness is a key early competency of emergent and proficient reading and spelling. It involves an
explicit awareness of how words, syllables, and individual speech sounds (phonemes) are structured.Together with phonics, phonological awareness (in particular phonemic awareness) is essential for breaking the code of written language (Luke and Freebody, 1999).Differences between phonological awareness and phonicsPhonological awareness
includes the awareness of speech sounds, syllables, and rhymes.Phonics is about sound-letter patterns — how speech sounds (phonemes) can map onto letter patterns (i.e. graphemes). Phonological Awareness and Phonics are therefore not the same, but these literacy foci tend to overlap.Evidence baseNumerous studies support that phonological
awareness is a key predictor (along with alphabet knowledge) for success with decoding the written word into speech.This research includes studies into successful phonological awareness programs in early childhood settings (Lefebvre, Trudeau, & Sutton, 2011; Milburn et al., 2015), and the Australian National Inquiry into the Teaching of Reading
(Rowe et al., 2005), which supported the teaching of phonological (including phonemic) awareness as an effective approach for early reading skills.There is also research suggesting that music may be a useful teaching tool for phonological awareness development Degé & Schwarzer, 2011).Also, Hattie's (2009) Visible Learning, the US National
Reading Panel (2000) and the UK Rose Review (2006) support phonological awareness as an important component of rich literacy programs.Getting startedEarly communicators (birth - 18 months)Nursery rhymes, songs, and poemsShared book readingDrawing children’s attention to the sounds of spoken language, including:syllables
(beats)rhymesindividual soundsEarly language users (12 - 36 months)Nursery rhymesSongsPoems and riddlesshared book readingfinding patterns of syllable, rhyme, initial/final sound by matching:pictures to other pictures: dog/logobjects to pictures: tap/toeobjects to actions: rope/jumplLanguage and emergent literacy learners (30 - 60
months)nursery rhymessongspoems and riddlesshared book readingemergent writing experiences (drawings with annotations)using games to practise awareness of syllables, rhyme, initial/final sound, and individual sounds in wordsSyllablesBeats in My Name: At group time, move around the circle, each child claps the syllable in their name: Lu-cy
(clap, clap). This could also be done with claves, other forms of body percussionGroup time rhymes with movement: stamping feet for the beat or syllable - e.g. feet, feet, feet, feet, march-ing up and down the street.Mystery bag: fill with familiar objects, children pull out an object, name it, clap the syllables - e.g. 'lion' - li.on, 'ball' - ball, 'octopus' -
oct.o.pus.Sorting syllables: Set up a t-chart on the carpet (could use string or masking tape):children choose an object from around the room to bring to the carpetcan each sort into 1-syllable or 2+ syllableschildren place their objects accordingly (hat in 1 syllable, pen.cil in 2+ syllable)Compound words are a great way to introduce syllable
counting:Educators can present two words separatelyThen show how they blend togetherThis makes one word with two syllablesRhymeRhyming card gamesSorting objects by rhymeStorybooks with rhyme, for example, Hairy Maclary, Room on the Broom, The Gruffalol have, who has?Children have a card/objectThey need to find the other student in
the class that has a card/object that rhymes with theirs for example, the student with a frog needs to find the student with a dog.Book with song - One Elephant Went Out To PlaySongs with actions to highlight rhyming:My hands a feeling chilly, I think they're turning blue I need something to warm them up but what can I do? I can rub them, rub
them, wriggle them around, I can shake them, shake them and bang them on the groundAlliterationPoetry reading and writingLooking at a poem and finding all the alliteration (this can be highlighted visually for children to look at: Concepts of Print)Book reading, e.g. Fox in Socks (Dr Seuss), Hairy MaclaryMaking up own alliteration poems in a small
groupSaying tongue-twisters during group timeChoose the first sound in your name to make a funny alliteration poemFinding initial and final sounds:Sorting objects or pictures by the initial or final soundsFilling in the Blanks - initial or final sound of a word - this could be done with a picture or aurallyBingoBlending sounds and breaking words
up:Robot talk: use robot talk and ask the children to help blend the words the robot is saying. Children can also be robots by breaking words up into robot talk and the other children to blend the wordsGuess-the-word game: Educator says a word’s individual sounds and children have to guess the wordRace car blending: Children drive a car along a
picture and say the sounds in that wordUsing bead bracelets to blend sounds together - or beads on a stringPlaying with magnetic letters, showing how words are put together and then broken up Sound boxes: Providing pictures of words, and asking children to place a counter in a box for each sound they can hearDeleting or playing with
soundsMake a new word: Ask children to take one word and make a new one by changing a sounde.g. what is ‘dawn’ without the /n/? ‘Door!"’Remember you don’t need to use letters to play these games. It’s about hearing the sounds in spoken wordsOutcome 4: learningChildren develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, inquiry,
experimentation, hypothesising, researching and investigating:make predictions and generalisations about their daily activities, aspects of the natural world and environments, using patterns they generate or identify, and communicate these using mathematical language and symbolsOutcome 5: communicationChildren engage with a range of texts
and get meaning from these texts listen and respond to sounds and patterns in speech, stories and rhymes in context:sing, chant rhymes, jingles and songsbegin to understand key literacy and numeracy concepts and processes, such as the sounds of language, letter-sound relationships, concepts of print and the ways that texts are structuredChildren
begin to understand how symbols and pattern systems work:begin to recognise patterns and relationships and the connections between themlisten and respond to sounds and patterns in speech, stories and rhyme use symbols in play to represent and make meaningExperience plans and videosEarly communicators (birth - 18 months) If you work with
pre-readers or early readers, you know that phonological awareness activities (and in particular, phonemic awareness activities) are essential for kids’ literacy success. We’'ve pulled together a huge list of activities, routines, and resources for you to have at your fingertips. Why are phonological awareness activities important? Phonological awareness
is the ability to hear and work with word parts and sounds in spoken language. Hearing rhyming words, breaking words into syllables, and comparing the beginning or ending sounds in words are all examples of phonological awareness. Having this flexibility with spoken sounds is essential for kids to learn to read and write. Phonological awareness
serves as a foundation for phonics skills—learning how letters represent sounds in written language. Why are phonemic awareness activities important? Phonemic awareness is a subcategory of phonological awareness—and it’s a biggie! These skills allow kids to hear individual sounds in words to be ready to write them. They also let kids blend
spoken sounds together to be ready to read words. Solid phonemic awareness is a key predictor of reading success. Phonological awareness activities, including phonemic awareness activities, don’t involve letters. (That’s phonics!) This is important to remember, because a word may have a different number of sounds than letters (e.g., “car” has three
letters but two spoken sounds, /c/, /ar/). Words might also have different letters but the same sounds when spoken (e.g., car and kitten start with the same /c/ sound). By playing with sounds using their voices, bodies, objects, toys, and picture cards, kids learn to hear the parts and sounds that make up spoken language. Then they can use those skills
to move into reading and writing. Low-Prep Phonological Awareness Activities Use these activities to help kids hear and work with words, syllables, and word parts. (Just a heads up, WeAreTeachers may collect a share of sales from the links on this page. We only recommend items our team loves!) 1. Count My Words Say a sentence (the sillier the
better!) and ask kids to count how many words you said on their fingers. 2. Chop Up a Message Plan a sentence out loud. Have kids help chop up a sentence strip to create a piece for each word. As kids get good at this, talk about chopping a longer piece for a word that sounds longer. Practice touching each piece and saying the word it represents. (If
you model writing or write the message together, that’s phonics—but still great!) 3. Count Words With Objects Give kids blocks, LEGO bricks, interlocking cubes, or other items. Have them set out an item for each word you say in a silly sentence or message. 4. Syllable Puppet Talk Puppets are awesome for making phonological awareness activities
fun! Use a hand puppet to say words (or have kids try). Together, count how many times the puppet’s mouth opens as a way to notice syllables. 5. Syllable Clap, Tap, or Stomp Use any percussion instrument, like rhythm sticks, homemade drums, or shakers, or just kids’ hands or feet. Say each child’s name one syllable at a time with a clap, tap, or
stomp. When you get tired of class names, use characters from books you read, or content words from a curriculum unit. 6. How Many Syllables? Box Put a collection of unexpected items in a box. Dramatically pull an item out, talk about the word, and clap how many syllables it has. 7. Syllable Food Chop Show kids pictures of food items or dig
through a bin of play food and have them pretend to “chop the food” into syllable pieces. “Eggplant” gets chopped in two parts, “Asparagus” gets chopped in four parts, etc. 8. Stuffy Syllable Sort Grab a pile of stuffed toys (or any character toy kids like). Lay out number cards 1 through 4 on the floor and have kids clap each word, count the syllables,
and put the item in the right pile. 9. Syllable Smash Give students balls of dough or clay. Have them smash a ball for each syllable in a spoken word. Learn more: @droppinknowledgewithheidi 10. Fill In the Rhyme Read aloud rhyming books and pause to have students chime in the rhyming word. 11. Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down Rhymes Say a pair of
words and have students indicate whether or not they rhyme. Expand on this game with Jack Hartmann’s Make a Rhyme, Make a Move song. 12. Guess My Rhyming Word Give a rhyming clue for students to guess your word, such as “I'm thinking of a word that rhymes with goat” for “boat.” Or clip picture cards to student headbands, and have them
give each other rhyming clues to guess their word. For example, “Your word rhymes with red” for “bed.” 13. Sing Rhyming Songs There are plenty of favorites, but we will always be partial to classics by Raffi like Willoughby Wallaby Woo. 14. Real and Nonsense Rhymes Start with a real word and brainstorm as many real rhyming words as you can.
Then keep going with nonsense words! For instance: goat, coat, moat, throat, boat, zoat, yoat, loat! 15. Which Word Doesn’t Belong? Rhymes Say or show pictures of a set of rhyming words with one non-rhyme. Have students call out the one that doesn’t belong. Low-Prep Phonemic Awareness Activities Use these activities to help kids work with
individual sounds in spoken words. 16. Mirror Sounds Help kids notice how their lips, tongue, and throat move, look, and feel when they make a specific sound. (Later, they can attach this information to the letter that represents the sound.) Learn more: Kindermusik.com 17. Tongue Twisters Practice saying tongue twisters together. Check out this
fun list. Talk about the words in each tongue twister that start with the same sound. 18. Robot Talk Make a simple robot puppet. Use it to say words segmented into individual sounds for kids to blend. 19. Microphone Sounds Say the sounds in a word into a fun microphone for kids to blend. Buy it: Wireless microphone on Amazon 20. “I Spy”
Beginning Sounds Spy items around the classroom and give clues based on beginning sound. For instance, for “pencil,” say “I spy something that starts with /p/” or “I spy something that starts like pig.” When kids get good at this game, adapt it to “I Spy Ending Sounds.” 21. Blend and Draw Say the segmented sounds in a word to kids. Have them
blend the sounds and sketch the word on a small dry-erase board. 22. Feed the Monster Each day, tell kids your classroom tissue box “monster” wants to eat words that have the same beginning, middle, or ending sound as . Have kids “feed” picture cards to the monster or just pretend to throw imaginary items its way. Learn more:
Supersimple.com 23. Which Word Doesn’t Belong? Sounds Say a collection of words or show a set of picture cards that have the same beginning, ending, or middle sound, with one extra. Have kids identify the one that doesn’t belong. 24. Sound Hunt Call out a beginning or ending sound. Have kids go to something in the classroom that has that sound
(e.g., go to “door” for “starts with the /d/ sound” or go to “sink” for “ends with the /k/ sound”). 25. Mystery Object Put an item in a box or fancy bag. Give kids clues about the item related to its sounds for them to guess the item (e.g., “The mystery object starts like “water” and it has a /ch/ sound at the end” for “watch”). 26. Bounce and Roll
Segmenting Give each student a soft ball. Have them bounce or tap the ball for each sound in a word and then roll or slide the ball from left to right as they blend the whole word. 27. Animal Jump Segmenting Give students any small stuffed animal or toy. Have them make the animal jump for the sounds in words you say and then slide or “run” to
blend the whole word. 28. Body Part Segmenting Have students touch body parts from top to bottom to segment a word. Use head and toes for two-sound words and head, waist, and toes for three-sound words. 29. Body Part Sound Positions Have students touch a body part to show whether a sound is at the beginning, middle, or end of a word. If they
are listening for the /p/ sound, they’d touch their heads for “pickle,” their waist for “apple,” and their toes for “slurp.” Learn more: @kinderkish 30. Slinky Segmenting Have kids stretch a Slinky as they say the sounds in a word and then release it to say the whole word. Buy it: Slinky on Amazon 31. Xylophone Sounds Say a word and have students tap
a xylophone key for each sound, then sweep across the keys to say the whole word. Buy it: Xylophone for kids on Amazon 32. Phoneme Segmentation Bracelets Have students move one bead per sound as they segment words. Learn more: @taryns unique learning 33. Elkonin Boxes Have students place one counter per Elkonin box as they segment the
sounds in words on picture cards. Learn more: @droppinknowledgewithheidi 34. Pop-it Sounds Have students pop bubbles on a small Pop-it as they say each sound in a word. Buy it: Mini Pop Fidget set of 30 on Amazon 35. Sound Smash Give students balls of dough or clay to smash as they say each sound in a word. 36. Jumping Jack Words Call out
words and have students do a jumping jack for each sound. Vary the game with different movements. 37. Guess My Word: Sound Clues Give students clues about a secret word, like “It starts with /m/ and ends in /k/ and some of you drank it for lunch” for “milk.” 38. Headband Pictures: Sound Clues Clip picture cards to student headbands. Have them
give each other clues about the sounds in a word to guess their picture. 39. Nonsense Word Change Say a nonsense word and ask students how to change it to a real word. (For example, to make “zookie” real, change the /z/ to /c/ to make “cookie.”) 40. LEGO Word Change Use LEGO bricks or interlocking cubes to build a word sound by sound. (For
example, link three bricks to represent the sounds in “pat.”) Then take off or add bricks to change the sounds into new words. (For example, take off the /p/ to say “at” and put a new brick for /m/ to change the word to “mat.”) What are your go-to phonological awareness and phonemic awareness activities? Let us know in the comments! Looking for
more great idea lists? Subscribe to our newsletters to receive notifications when we post new ones! Phonological awareness—a child’s understanding of the sound structure of words—is a foundational skill that lays the groundwork for later reading success. In today’s post, we’'re offering a collection of fun, low- or no-cost activities that will help you
teach children the 4 components of phonological awareness: rhyming, syllable awareness, knowledge of words and sentences, and phonemic awareness. Excerpted and adapted from two Brookes books (Next STEPS in Literacy Instruction by Susan M. Smartt & Deborah R. Glaser, and Phonemic Awareness in Young Children by Marilyn Adams), these
engaging activities can be used by early childhood educators and communication professionals—and shared with parents so they can continue the learning at home. 1. Block It (Syllables) Explain that syllables are parts of words. Demonstrate by pushing out a block for each word part as you say a word. Return the blocks to a pile before trying the next
word. Give each child small paper squares instead of blocks to use at their desk for a group activity. Have a prepared list of words to dictate for the practice. You may want to use vocabulary from one of your areas of study. 2. Take One Thing from the Box (Syllables) Collect a number of objects in a box or basket. Make sure to include objects that
differ from one another in the number of syllables in their name. Invite one student to close her or his eyes, choose an object from the container, and name it (e.g., “This is a pencil”). All of the children should repeat the chosen object’s name as they clap out its syllables. Then ask how many syllables were heard, taking care not to let anyone call out
the answer too soon. 3. On My Way to the Store (Rhyme) Have the students sit in a circle and provide something to toss, such as a small ball or beanbag. To begin the game, say, “I was on my way to the store to buy some cheese,” then toss the ball to a student. The student must repeat the phrase and add a rhyming word at the end, such as “I was on
my way to the store to buy some peas (or trees, fleas, bees, knees, and so forth).” The student should then toss the ball back to the teacher, who repeats the original phrase with a new rhyming word (e.g., “I was on my way to the store to buy some jam (or ham, Sam, Pam, ram”). Keep the pace moving quickly so children do not lose interest. 4. The
Ship is Loaded with... (Rhyme) Seat the children in a circle, and make sure you have something to toss, such as a ball or a beanbag. To begin the game, say, “The ship is loaded with cheese.” Then toss the ball to somebody in the circle. This person must produce a rhyme (e.g., “The ship is loaded with peas”) and throw the ball back to you. Repeating
your original rhyme, then toss the ball to another child. Continue the game in this way until the children run out of rhymes. Then begin the game again with new cargo. 5. Hearing Words in Sentences (Knowledge of Words and Sentences) Give each child six or seven ordinary blocks, interlocking cubes, or squares of heavy paper, which they will use to
represent the words in a sentence that you produce—one block for each word. Model the required thought process for the children, showing them how to repeat your sentences to themselves word by word with clear pauses between each. Also encourage the children to arrange the blocks from left to right so that they begin to establish directionality.
After arranging their blocks, the group should be asked to repeat your sentence, pointing to each block while pronouncing the word it represents. 6. Animal Names (Phonemic Awareness) Use animal picture cards or photos cut from magazines. Give students pictures and ask them to name the animals. Ask, “What sound do you hear at the beginning of
that animal’s name?” If students have also worked on final sounds, the teacher may ask, “What sound do you hear at the end of that animal’s name?” This idea could be expanded with more pictures and could be “played” in centers with pairs of students. 7. Guess Who? (Phonemic Awareness) With children seated in a circle, say “Guess whose name
I'm going to say now.” Then secretly choose the name of one of the students and distinctly enunciate its initial phoneme only. For names beginning with a stop consonant, such as David, the phoneme should be repeated over and over, clearly and distinctly: “/d/ /d/ /d/ /d/ /d/.” Continuant consonants should be stretched and repeated (e.g., “/s-s-s-s/ /s-s-
s-s/ /s-s-s-s/ [s-s-s-s/”). If more than one child’s name has the same initial sound, encourage children to guess all of the possibilities. This introduces the point that every phoneme shows up in lots of different words. 8. Basic Three-Sound Words (Phoneme Isolation & Identity) Give yourself and each of the children three blocks. Start by saying a two-
sound word (e.g., ice) in two clearly separate parts, “"1...s,” asking the children to repeat what you have said. All the children should then represent the word with two blocks of different colors to show that it consists of two sounds. Next explain that words may consist of more than two sounds. To demonstrate, say the word rice, “r... 1...s,” and
ask the children to repeat the word in unison. To represent the third phoneme, place a new block to the left of the two other blocks, pronouncing the whole word, phoneme by phoneme, as you point to each block in turn from left to right. 9. Silly Words (Phoneme Isolation & Identity) Give the children a sound and have them replace the sound at the
beginning of their names or any other desired words. The teacher may say, “The silly sound is /b/. Change the first sound in your name to /b/,” such that Mary becomes Barry and Sam becomes Bam. 10. Robot Talk (Phoneme Blending). Say a word stretched out with every phoneme separated by about a second of time. The students then repeat the
word back to you as a whole unit. For example, when the teacher says, “/b/.../l/.../a/.../ck/,” the students respond, “Black!” 11. Head-Waist-Toes (Phoneme Segmentation). This is a great activity to help students identify internal sounds. Say a three-sound word, such as mitt. Students then stand and touch their heads while saying the first sound (/m/),
waists while saying the second sound (/i/), and toes while saying the final sound (/t/). Then touch your waist again while saying, “What sound?” Continue to elicit the sounds in positions that students need help identifying. Do you have a favorite phonological awareness activity for young children? Share yours in the comments below! Subset of
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Sight word Vocabulary Written language Writing Writing system Literacy Literacy rate Critical reading Close reading Distant reading Family literacy Functional illiteracy Great books Literary criticism Literature Children's vte Phonemic awareness is a part of phonological awareness in which listeners are able to hear, identify and manipulate
phonemes, the smallest mental units of sound that help to differentiate units of meaning (morphemes). Separating the spoken word "cat" into three distinct phonemes, /k/, /e&e/, and /t/, requires phonemic awareness. The National Reading Panel has found that phonemic awareness improves children's word reading and reading comprehension and helps
children learn to spell.[1] Phonemic awareness is the basis for learning phonics.[2] Phonemic awareness and phonological awareness are often confused since they are interdependent. Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate individual phonemes. Phonological awareness includes this ability, but it also includes the ability to hear and
manipulate larger units of sound, such as onsets and rimes and syllables. Studies by Vickie Snider have shown that phonemic awareness has a direct correlation with students' ability to read as they get older. Phonemic awareness builds a foundation for students to understand the rules of the English language. This in turn allows each student to apply
these skills and increase his or her oral reading fluency and understanding of the text.[3] There are studies also demonstrating this for student's learning to read in non-English language.[4] Phonemic awareness relates to the ability to distinguish and manipulate individual sounds, such as /f/, /u/, and /t/ in the case of foot. The following are common
phonemic awareness skills practiced with students: Phoneme isolation: which requires recognizing the individual sounds in words, for example, "Tell me the first sound you hear in the word paste" (/p/). Phoneme identity: which requires recognizing the common sound in different words, for example, "Tell me the sound that is the same in bike, boy and
bell" (/b/). Phoneme substitution: in which one can turn a word (such as "cat") into another (such as "hat") by substituting one phoneme (such as /h/) for another (/k/). Phoneme substitution can take place for initial sounds (cat-hat), middle sounds (cat-cut) or ending sounds (cat-cap). Oral segmenting: The teacher says a word, for example, "ball", and
students say the individual sounds, /b/, /2:/, and /1/. Oral blending: The teacher says each sound, for example, "/b/, /2:/, /I/" and students respond with the word, "ball". Sound deletion: The teacher says a word, has students repeat it, and then instructs students to repeat the word without the first sound. For example, the teacher might say "now say 'bill'
without the /b/", which students should respond to with "ill". Onset-rime manipulation: which requires isolation, identification, segmentation, blending, or deletion of onsets (the single consonant or blend that precedes the vowel and following consonants), for example, j-ump, st-op, str-ong. There are other phonemic awareness activities, such as sound
substitution, where students are instructed to replace one sound with another; sound addition, where students add sounds to words; and sound switching, where students manipulate the order of the phonemes. These are more complex but research supports the use of the three listed above, particularly oral segmenting and oral blending.[5] Phonemic
awareness (PA) instruction has been shown to support English as a second language and foreign language learning. Johnson and Tweedie's (2010) study applied direct PA instruction to young English as a foreign language (EFL) learners in rural Malaysia. Those children given direct PA instruction achieved significantly greater test scores than a
control group. PA accelerated the acquisition of relevant literacy and numeracy skills in this case. The study suggested that direct PA instruction might assist in closing existing literacy gaps between urban and rural children.[6] Adult English language learners (ELLs) may also benefit from direct PA instruction. A study of Arabic-speaking ELLs in an
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) program showed substantial gains in vowel recognition and improved C-test scores after PA tuition, despite concerns of the researchers that adult ELLs may negatively perceive PA instruction as a "childish" approach.[7] Auditory processing disorder Phonics Phonological awareness Synthetic phonics Spoonerism
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activities for preschool, pre-k, kindergarten or first grade into your daily routines to build strong foundational literacy and phonemic awareness skills. As a kindergarten teacher, you know the importance of building strong phonological awareness and phonemic awareness skills in our early readers (or as a preschool, pre-k, first, or second grade
teacher). The Science of Reading tells us that a child’s phonological awareness and phonemic awareness skills are a good predictor of future reading success. There’s a reason they call them foundational literacy skills! But thankfully, we also know that adding daily phonemic awareness practice into your routines, but it doesn’t have to take a lot of
time or materials. In fact, spending 5-10 minutes a day on phonological awareness activities is usually plenty in Kindergarten. In this blog post, I will explain what phonemic awareness is, why it’s important, and give you easy and fun phonemic awareness activities to add use whole group or in small groups. While often used interchangeably,
phonological awareness skills and phonemic awareness skills are NOT the same thing. It’s kind of like a rectangle and a square. A square is a rectangle, but a rectangle isn’t always a square. Phonemic awareness is a part of phonological awareness, but phonological awareness activities don’t always include phonemic awareness skills. Phonological
awareness is the umbrella term for being able to hear and manipulate sounds in spoken language. This can include recognizing complete words within sentences, identifying words that rhyme, breaking words into syllables, or identifying individual sounds in words. Strong phonological awareness skills are still important for our Kindergarten students,
because they are prerequisite to the more advanced phonological awareness skills known as phonemic awareness skills. Some easy phonological awareness activities include: Reading nursery rhymes Counting whole words in sentences Saying a word and having students identify the rhyming word Having students match rhyming picture cards Giving
students two words that rhyme and one that doesn’t and then asking students to identify the odd word out Saying a word and having students identify the number of syllables Having students add or delete syllables in a word (this is a more advanced phonological awareness skill) Phonemic awareness is a part of phonological awareness. It is the ability
to identify and manipulate individual sounds within a spoken word. Phonemic awareness skills are the most difficult and usually the last of a child’s phonological awareness skills to develop. It includes segmenting, blending, deleting, and substituting individual sounds within a given word. Phonemic awareness skills tend to develop in this order:
Phoneme isolation Phoneme discrimination Phoneme blending Phoneme segmentation Phoneme addition Phoneme deletion Phoneme substitution Within those skill subsets, you can break them down further by the number of sounds a child is working with within that skill. Generally, it gets more difficult as you go from 2 phonemes to 3 phoneme CVC
words to 3 phoneme words with digraphs to 4 phoneme words and beyond. So now, let’s look at some different phonemic awareness activities for kindergarten that will support each of those skills. Phoneme isolation means hearing and identifying individual sounds within whole words. In order to be successful and isolating phonemes, students first
need to understand that a spoken word is made up of individual sounds. When working on phoneme isolation, start with the beginning sound, then the last sound, and finally the middle sound. Some fun phonemic awareness activities to practice phoneme isolation include: Let students be sound detectives! You will say a word and they will identify
either the first sound, ending sound, or vowel sound. Play Sounds I Spy. To play this fun game, you will look for an object around the room and then say, “I spy with my little eye a word that begins with [the initial sound].” Students will identify the word you’re thinking of! Alliteration sentences. A fun way to practice phoneme isolation is with an
alliteration sentence such as, “Miss Mary Made Macaroni.” Students will identify the common first sound each word started with. Where is my sound? Say a sound in a word. Students will identify where the sound is located within the word. A great way to make this more interactive by placing chips for each sound and having students push up the
chip where they hear the sound within the word. Find the clip card version here. Playdough smash. Have students make balls of dough to represent the individual sounds within a word. Say a sound and then have students smash the ball that represents where the sound is located. Once young children are able to isolate and identify individual sounds
in words, you can move into phoneme discrimination. Phoneme discrimination still works on isolating single sounds, but students are listening to multiple sounds and either sorting them by sound or identifying the odd sound out. Fun ways to practice phoneme discrimination include: Same sound sorts. Choose two focus sounds; generally a sound that
students are secure in and one that they are practicing. Students will sort picture cards by their initial, medial, or final sound. These free Same Sound picture sorts will help students practice phoneme isolation and discrimination with beginning sounds. Choose two sounds and have students identify the key image and their beginning sound. Then,
students will help sort pictures to the correct initial sound picture. Tip: The Science of Reading tells us that we need to be very intentional in the language we use with younger children. When asking students to identify sounds, make sure to always ask for the sound and not the letter. You can download these free beginning sounds picture cards here.
Do you love free stuff? Same Sounds Picture Sorts Download these beginning sound picture sorts to practice phoneme isolation and discrimination. You can then use these picture cards for more sound discrimination games including: Odd One Out. This activity is also known as phoneme categorization. Put out three picture cards; 2 that have the same
beginning sound and 1 that does not. Have students identify the two that begin the same and the odd one out. Same Sounds Memory. You can use these picture cards to create a fun game by placing same sound pairs face down. Students can take turns flipping over the printable cards to find the beginning sound matches. Which One Matches? Put out
three picture cards that all have a different beginning sound - cat, bear, ant. Then, hold up a picture card (for example, apple) and ask students to identify which one is the match. Of course, sound discrimination does not have to happen with only beginning sounds. Once your students have mastered beginning sound discrimination, move into ending
sounds and then middle sounds. You can also then use these sound games once you get into more advanced phonics skills like blends, r-controlled vowels, and more. Now that your students understand that words are made up of individual sounds, the next step is to put those sounds together to make whole words. Phoneme Blending is an important
skill for our students to master because it is something that fluent readers do constantly as they read. Eventually, they will be blending sounds that they read, but for now, we will start completely oral. Fun phonemic awareness activities to practice phoneme blending include: Chip It. Have students push up a magnetic chip as you say each sound.
Then, have them use a magnetic wand to swipe the chips from left to right as they blend the word together. Mystery Words. To play this fun game, you will put CVC word picture cards out on a pocket chart. You will say a word sound-by-sound (/m//a//p/) and then ask students to identify your mystery word. Slide the Sounds. Slides are a great
representation of phoneme blending, because students can visualize how they are “sliding through the sounds.” Grab a cube and start it at the top of the slide. You will say the word sound by sound. Then, students will slide the cube down as they blend the individual sounds together. This activity is from the Pre-K Phonics Curriculum Unit 2. Drive the
Sounds. Put out cubes or chips for each sound (or use the free blending mats in the phonics tool kit). You will say the sounds, and then students will drive the car along as they blend them together. The faster they blend, the faster they can drive the car. Draw It. This is a fun game for both whole group and small groups! Give each student a dry erase
board and marker. You will say a word sound by sound and then have students blend it. They will draw a picture of the word and hold up their board. Remember, if your students have a difficult time with phoneme blending, you can start small with 2-sound words and then move into 3-sound words. Tip: Try these activities with nonsense words too!
Say the sounds and have students blend them together and then identify whether they said a real word or a nonsense word. Phoneme segmentation is an important skill, because students will use it all of the time while writing. When writing words, our students need to be able to take a whole word and break it into its individual phonemes. As a
kindergarten teacher, most of your year will probably be spent on phoneme segmentation and blending. And that’s okay! It is an easy phonemic awareness activity to add in whole group or in small groups. Here are the best phoneme segmentation activities you can try: Dough Smash. Have students make balls of playdough to represent the sounds.
You will say a word and have students smash the dough as they say each sound. Slinky Sounds. Let students stretch a slinky as they say each sound. Then they can push the slinky back together as they blend the word. Chip Push Ups. Have students put out chips. They will say the word and then push up one chip as they say each sound. You can then
have them swipe the chips with a magnetic wand and blend them back together for extra phoneme blending practice if you want. Segmenting Ferris Wheel. Students will take their “ferris wheel car” and move it around the wheel as they break the word up into separate sounds. You can grab the Segmenting Ferris Wheel as a free download here. I also
have a rollercoaster version, a school bus version, and a winter sports version of these segmenting and blending mats! More fun phonemic awareness activities include: Segmenting Pipe Cleaners. Add pony beads to a pipe cleaner. Students can push the beads to the left as they say each sound. Then, they can slide them all back to the right as they
blend the word back together. Dab and Segment. There is just something about young children and dot markers - they can’t get enough of them! Grab a dot marker and have students dab as they say each sound (bonus: this is great for fine motor skills as well!). Tap the Sounds. Adding in a kinesthetic portion is a great way to help students feel the
individual sounds. Students can use their finger to tap the sounds on the table, or their hand to tap the sounds down their arm as they segment. Pound the Sounds. This phonemic awareness activity is basically identical, but instead of tapping the sounds, students will make a fist and pound the sounds. Hop the Sounds. You can create a fun game by
putting down paper plates, cups, or even sit spots to represent the individual sounds. Students can hop along the spots as the segment the word. Pop the Sounds. Are fidget poppers still a trend? Even if they aren’t, pop its are a great way to practice segmenting words. Students can pop a bubble for each sound that they hear. You can see all of these
ideas in action and read more in this blog post: Fun and Hands-On Segmenting and Blending Activities. Now that your students have mastered phoneme isolation, blending, and segmentation, they are ready to move into the more advanced phonemic awareness skill of phoneme manipulation. Phoneme manipulation includes adding, deleting, and
substituting sounds to make a new word. Personally, I believe that this is a skill we often ask our students to try too early. This is a difficult phonemic awareness skill and it can be frustrating at first! Children need to have strong phonemic awareness skills and understand the individual sounds and how they work together before they can manipulate
the sounds in different ways. Once your students are ready to move into phoneme manipulation skills, it can be difficult to find daily routines that support these skills. We just don’t talk about them as much as segmenting and blending! That’s why I’'ve come up with this list of the best phonemic awareness activities you can try. Phoneme addition
means that you are adding on a sound to create a new word. For example, you could say “Start with the word ‘bee.” Now add a /t/ at the the end.” to get the word “beet.” I've found that, while phoneme addition and deletion often go hand in hand, it is must harder to find phonemic awareness activities that practice phoneme addition! Phoneme
addition activities to try: What’s My Word? As stated above, you can easily add this into your daily routines with simple oral practice. Just say a word and then ask students to add on a sound to make a new word. Add Manipulatives. While phonemic awareness activities are oral, I find that it’s helpful to make them more concrete with manipulatives.
Have students put out cubes or chips for each sound in the original word. Then, have them add a cube or chip to represent the new sound and then blend those together. Mystery Words. Put out pictures of the new words. Start with your original word and tell students the sound to add. Then, have them find the picture that shows the new word. Tip:
When beginning phoneme addition, start with 2-sound words to create new 3-sound words. Then, you can try CVC words and adding a new sound to create a word with a blend. Phoneme deletion means that you start with a word and then ask students to delete a sound to make a new word. For example, you may start with the word “beet” and say
“take away the /t/” to make the new word “bee.” Here are some fun phoneme deletion activities to try: Slide It Out. Grab some manipulatives and put one out for each sound in the original word. Have students slide out the manipulative that represents the deleted sound and then blend what’s left together. Picture Match. Put out two pictures; one that
shows the new word and one that does not. You will say a word and have students delete a sound. Then, have them identify the picture that matches the new word. Phoneme substitution is currently one of the “hot” phonemic awareness skills. What do I mean by that? Everyone wants to focus on phoneme substitution because it’s fun and it really is
powerful. But it is important to remember that phoneme substitution is one of the LAST phonemic awareness skills to develop. Our students need to be strong in previous phonemic awareness skills before we move into this. That’s why I wouldn’t recommend trying phoneme substitution with early readers until they’ve mastered earlier skills like
segmenting and blending. But once your students are ready for phoneme substitution, there are so many great ways to practice! Math Tiles. Another great way to make the concept of phoneme substitution concrete is with math tiles. Students can put out a math tile for each individual sound. Then, they can push up a tile where the sound changes,
and push in a new tile to represent the new sound. Where Did the Sound Change? A different way to work with phoneme substitution is to identify where the sound changed. You can say or show picture cards of two different words like cat and cab. Then, have students identify where the sound changed. You can use the clip card version as an
independent practice activity. Word Families. Word families are a great way to work on phoneme substitution with beginning sounds. Students can see how we can change the beginning sound to create a new word. While phonemic awareness is not the same as phonics, once students are ready, you can combine phonemic awareness and phonics
skills to increase the impact of your daily phonemic awareness lesson plans. For phoneme substitution, this can look like: Word chains. When creating word chains, students can build or write a new word by changing one sound in the previous word. They will continue to change one sound as they make a while list of new words. Solo Cup Sounds. For
this fun game, just grab some solo cups and write letters on them! Put out three stacks of cups and have students read the word. Then, lift up a cup to reveal a new letter and have students read the new word. Sticky Note Sounds. Write letters on sticky notes and use them to build a word. Then, swap out one of the sticky notes for a new letter. Have
students read the new word. Mystery Word. This is a slightly harder version of Sticky Note Sounds. Write letters on sticky notes and use them to build a word. Then, take away one of the sticky notes. Say the new word and have students identify what sound and letter need to go in that spot. What Needs to Change? Yet another version. You will need
your sticky note word again. This time, don’t take any letters away. Say the new word and have students identify where the word needs to change. The Science of Reading tells us that strong phonemic awareness skills are essential for our early readers. Building a strong background in these foundational literacy skills will set our students up for
success as fluent readers. You can build these skills by adding in just a few minutes by adding a phonemic awareness activity to your whole group lesson or small groups. Hopefully this blog post gave you some quick and easy phonemic awareness activities for Kindergarten and first grade students! Find more hands-on phonemic awareness activities
in the Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Endless Bundle! One of my goals for this year is to read more. Not with my kids - but for my own learning! Coincidentally, I have stacks of books around our house that have been recommended to me as a dyslexia tutor/advocate. I'm plowing through some of these now by reading a little every day. I read
for 20 minutes most mornings and 20 minutes most evenings. One book I'm reading is Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties by David A. Kilpatrick. It isn’t the easiest of reads but it has some no-nonsense, research-based strategies for teaching reading to kids with learning differences. One thing that I was surprised
to learn was that advanced phonemic awareness is critical to becoming a fluent reader. What is Phonemic Awareness? Also referred to as phonological awareness, phonemic awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the individual sounds (phonemes) in words. Why Strong Phonemic Awareness is SO Important The importance of phonemic
awareness is no surprise. It is well-known that a lack of phonemic awareness is almost always associated with reading difficulties and is one way to assess young kids for potential reading struggles. It is common to practice phonemic awareness activities with kids in their younger years. Many Orton-Gillingham-based reading programs begin with a
level of phonemic awareness instruction. What was surprising to me was that the research shows that unless kids with reading struggles attain advanced phonemic awareness skills, they will not become fluent readers. So even if your kids can segment and blend the sounds in words to read them, there are more skills they need to master. If you have
older kids that aren’t reading fluently, they likely don’t have advanced phonemic awareness skills. Levels of Phonemic Awareness What are advanced phonemic awareness skills? Take a look at the following progression of levels of phonemic awareness skills to see what I mean: Early phonemic awareness: These skills typically develop in preschoolers
and include rhyming (e.g. cat, hat, sat, mat), alliteration (e.g. the big brown bear), being able to segment words into syllables (e.g. /car/ /pen/ /ter/), and being able to identify the first sounds in words. Basic phonemic awareness: These skills typically develop throughout kindergarten and first grade. Basic phonemic awareness skills include phoneme
blending and phoneme segmentation. These basic skills are instrumental in phonic decoding and early spelling. Segmenting is breaking words into their syllables and words into their individual sounds. Segmenting can also be practiced by separating a sentence into its individual words. Blending is the opposite of segmenting. Rather than separating a
word into its individual sounds, it involves combining individual sounds to say a whole word. Advanced phonemic awareness: These skills are typically developed by about third or fourth grade. Advanced phonemic awareness skills include the ability to manipulate phonemes, such as Deleting phonemes (“Say ‘cat’. Say it again without the /k/”. Correct
answer ‘at’ ) Substituting phonemes (“Change the /m/ in mad to /s/. What is the new word? Sad.) Reversing phonemes within words (Say ‘map’. Now say it backward. ‘pam.’) Kids with dyslexia or specific language learning disabilities need explicit instruction in phonemic awareness. These skills do not develop naturally as they do with traditional
learners. Why Advanced Phonemic Awareness is so Important for Reading Fluency On the surface, you would think that the only phonemic awareness skills necessary for reading would be blending and segmentation. So why then does the research say that more advanced phonemic awareness skills are needed for fluent reading? When reading
connected text (sentences and paragraphs), the degree of phonemic awareness skill needed to instantly and effortlessly process phonemes (sounds) of unfamiliar words requires a great deal of proficiency. When reading one word, all of the child’s working memory resources are devoted to segmenting that word. But while reading text, kids are
focusing on multiple processes at the same time. First, they are identifying the letters and words and blending sounds, all while trying to remember and understand what has already been read. The child’s attention is split between multiple processes at the same time. A child with weak phonemic awareness is going to be using more of that limited
working memory to decode resulting in less memory for comprehension and fluency. Studies have shown that becoming a fluent reader requires more advanced phonemic awareness skills. Interestingly, both the use of advanced phonemic awareness skills and those skills required for reading fluently require a great deal of working memory. What
comes first? Working memory or advanced phonemic awareness skills? We don’t know. What we do know is that phonemic awareness skills can be taught (and likely build working memory skills at the same time). Kids with dyslexia, need explicit instruction in phonemic awareness. It does not develop naturally as it does with traditional learners. How
to Assess Your Child’s Level of Phonemic Awareness Your child may have some early and basic phonemic awareness skills and be able to sound out words. If they have not reached reading fluency, defined as the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression, they may lack some of the more advanced phonemic awareness skills. Visit
Literacy Resources for this free phonemic awareness assessment. This will give you an idea of which areas your child still needs practice. How to Teach Phonemic Awareness The good news about teaching phonemic awareness is that it can be a lot of fun! If you're teaching the early levels of phonemic awareness read this post on teaching early
phonemic awareness. You also don’t need to create your own program because there are many excellent programs already out there. Resources for Teaching Phonemic Awareness I dug through my reading resources and pulled out some resources to add to my daily instruction of both of my young boys who are not yet reading fluently. By far, the best
resource for teaching advanced phonemic awareness skills is Equipped for Reading Success by David Kilpatrick. It is based on recent research that shows that advanced phonemic awareness skills are the most important skill struggling readers need to be working on. It is a complete guide to everything you need to know to systematically teach
phonemic awareness from early to basic to advanced. Phonemic Awareness in Young Children is a classic phonemic awareness text that is full of a wide range of exercises for practicing phonemic awareness skills. All About Reading Pre-Level 1 If you're already familiar with the All About Reading & Spelling Programs, you’ll love their Pre-Level 1
which teaches phonemic awareness. Full of games, books, and charts, this program is easy to teach and is a good start to teaching phonemic awareness. This program is definitely designed for younger kids and is a great starting point for kids who need to learn their letter sounds as well as early and basic phonemic awareness. If you have older
children who need practice with phonemic awareness, keep reading. Logic of English: Foundations or Essentials Both Logic of English Foundations levels (for kids 4-7) and Essentials level (for kids 8+) incorporate a wide variety of techniques for improving both phonemic awareness as well as auditory discrimination. Note, these are complete reading
programs that include phonemic awareness exercises into their daily lessons. Barton Reading and Spelling: Level 1 Level 1 of the Barton Reading & Spelling program is an excellent phonemic awareness program. It is perfect for older kids who still need practice with phonemic awareness because there are no illustrations. Unlike other programs,
Barton Reading and Spelling level 1 includes advanced phonemic awareness practice. This is a pricey program. If the cost is prohibitive, try to find used copies on eBay, etc. The Phonological Awareness Bundle from The Literacy Nest (via Teachers Pay Teachers) is an excellent phonemic awareness program with tons of creative, hands-on activities for
teaching. It includes phoneme manipulation as well as early and basic phonemic awareness activities. For $36 you get a LOT of games and activities to practice. Phonemic Awareness by Literacy Resources An excellent open and go curriculum.nbsp; Best Apps for Teaching Phonemic Awareness Click on the image below to find a list of the best apps
for teaching phonemic awareness. If your kids are still working towards fluency, try adding in 10-15 minutes of phonemic awareness exercises every day. According to research, this may be the missing piece of the puzzle. How about you? Do you teach phonemic awareness to your kids? Phonemic awareness games may help your child read fluently.
Research has shown that the quicker a child differentiates the sounds in a word, the faster they understand. According to the National Reading Panel report on Teaching Children to Read, teaching kids phonemic awareness significantly improved their reading in various age groups and grades. Although phonemic awareness affects the reading ability
of a child, it isn’t taught with the written word. It’s about listening to the spoken word and being able to identify and manipulate the sounds in a word. Phonemic awareness breaks a single word into sounds. The child recognizes the beginning sound of the word and the individual sounds in the word. The child can then also manipulate the sounds to
form a word by blending the sounds. If written words are used together with a phonemic awareness activity, it may confuse the child. For example, the word off has two phonemes but is spelled with three letters. Phonics, however, focuses on the sounds of written words and the spelling thereof. Phonemic awareness is one aspect of phonological
awareness. Where phonemic awareness focuses on the sound of word segments, phonological awareness concentrates on the complete words. Words are strung together to create sentences. Below is a list of phonemic awareness games for pre-k, kindergarten/1st graders that focus on the three main aspects of phonemic awareness: listening,
rhyming, and segmentation. We’ve added some games that include physical activity for the restless ones. Although listening is an essential part of phonemic awareness, often young kids don’t know how. Teachers and parents shouldn’t assume the child knows how to listen; they need to be taught how to listen carefully to the sounds of a word.
Equipment Needed: Nothing! A relaxing game for after lunch or when the class needs some quiet time. All the kids lie on the floor without making a sound. They listen to the sounds around them and try to identify what they are hearing. Is it a door closing, a teacher’s voice, or a kid yawning? They aren’t allowed to use their eyes, only their ears. Talk
about the sounds they hear. Be dramatic and overemphasize to add a fun element to the activity. Equipment Needed: Mailbag for each child (create one from a paper bag) Copy of the song A set of 10 Beginning Sound Mail Envelopes for each child (cards that look like envelopes with pictures on each mail piece) The object of the game is to find all
the mail that has an image of an item that begins with the same sound the kids heard at the end of the song. Give each child a mailbag and spread out the envelopes in front of each child. Sing the song on the tune of “I'm a little Teapot” and insert the letter sound. Mail Delivery Song Lyrics (Lyric from Growing Book by Book) I deliver mail Rain or
shine. If you put a stamp on, it will get there in time. Can you help me sort my mail today? Collect the ones that start with _ (insert letter sound) Equipment Needed: No extra equipment is needed The teacher sings a song with spelling out the sound syllables of each word. For example, “I'm thinking of a word named /c/ /a/ /t/, /c/ /a/ /t/. What is my
word?” The kids respond by sing back, “Is that word that you’'re thinking called cat? Equipment Needed: No equipment is needed The game teaches children to listen for a sound, to listen for the sounds in words, and to where it is coming from. The object of the game is to identify the animal’s sound and the direction it came from. The kids sit in a
circle with the child who is ‘it’ lying with closed eyes in the middle of the circle. Another child moves to a place in the room and pretends to be a cow. ‘It’ needs to identify the animal’s sound and where it is coming from. They point in the direction they hear the mooing coming from. If ‘it’ identifies the sound and points in the right direction, they go
next in making a different animal sound from somewhere in the room. Equipment Needed: 3-4 One-inch cubes of each color. Four or five different colored cubes. The object is to identify the different sounds by using colored blocks. The child chooses a block for each sound they hear. If the noise is repeated, they pick two blocks of the same color.
For two different sounds, they will select two blocks one each of a different color. Increase the difficulty level for more advanced play. Rhyming teaches children that sounds form patterns and have meanings. Most kids understand the concept of rhyme or learn very quickly how to rhyme. Equipment Needed: rhyming book, poem, or songs The goal is
to familiarize kids with the rhyming concept. The more rhyme books, poems, and songs you read to the kids, the better their understanding of rhyming. Be silly. Have fun. Rhyming, books, poems, and songs are fun ways to introduce rhyming to young kids. Exaggerate the rhymes to make them aware of the verse. The more fun you have, the more fun
they will have, and the quicker they will grasp the rhyme concept. Equipment Needed: A bingo board for each child. (Download free printable sheets here or create your own. The set contains 8 different Bingo boards.) Counters - Use buttons, candy, counting cubes, or crackers. Each kid receives a Bingo board and a handful of counters. Start with
each child placing a piece on the free spot in the middle of the bingo board. The game rules are the same as those of Bingo; you need five in a row or column to win. When you call out a word, the child searches for a picture on their board that rhymes with the word called. If they find one, they place a counter on it. For example, if you called ‘mat’ and
there is a ‘cat’ picture on their board, they must identify it and place a counter on the cat picture. Obviously, winners can eat their counters on the bingo row or column. Equipment Needed: A small box Cards with pictures of familiar rhyming words, e.g., cat/mat, box/socks, bear/chair. Have enough pictures so that everyone has a turn. The game is for
kids who are familiar with the concept of rhyme. The object of the game is for children to take turns in coming up with rhyming words. The kids sit in a circle. For an easy start, choose a child that is good at rhyming. Choose a card. If the card contains a picture of a bear, for example, say, “In my box, there is a bear.” The kid you chose needs to come
up with a word that rhymes with bear-like chair or pear and say, “In my box, there is a chair,” for example. If the kid came up with a rhyming word, pass the box to them to choose the next card. Equipment Needed: None required. The object of this phonemic awareness activity is to rhyme sounds. The focus is not on the words but on creating sounds
that rhyme. Therefore, making up silly sounds that aren’t actual words, is allowed; it’s part of the fun. Create new rhymes that the kids can fill in. Then give them a turn to make up their rhymes. For example, A hat on a...mat (or cat, bat, zat) A tree with a ...key (or sea, knee, bee, me) A bug in a ...mug (or hug or slug) A picture of a...fixture (or
mixture, nicture) A variation to the game is to sing the rhymes a familiar song like Farmer in the Dell. Equipment Needed: rhyming memory cards (Create your own or download printable memory cards here) Rhyme Memory is a variation of the classic Memory Game. Before you start the game, go through all the cards with the kids. Make sure they
know what word fits with each card. For example, a bee is a bee, not a bug. Place the cards face down in a grid. Start with a few cards for younger children and make the grid more complex for older children. The child turns over two cards and names the pictures they see. They must tell you if the two words rhyme or not. If the two words rhyme, they
remove the two cards; if not, they turn over the cards, and it is the next child’s turn. Segmentation activities teach children that words are made up of smaller parts according to their sounds. It also shows them how to group sounds to form words. Where listening teaches children to hear and identify words, segmentation teaches them to understand
the individual sounds the words consist of. Equipment Needed: Stuffed or printable bumble bee for kids to hold. The game teaches segmentation by using the names of the children. To familiarize the children with the individual sound syllables, they clap out the names focusing on each syllable in the name. The teacher walks around the circle and
points to a child with the Bumble Bee toy or gives the Bumblebee for the child to hold, saying, “Bippity, Boppity, Bumble Bee, will you say your name for me?” The child responds with their name. Then the class says her name out loud while clapping once for each syllable in the name. Next, the teacher tells them to whisper and soft-clap the syllables
in the name. Lastly, the teacher thanks the child, “Bippity, boppity, bumble bee, thank you for saying your name for me.” Repeat the process with each of the kids sitting in the circle. Variation to the game is having the kids take on the role of the bumblebee instead of the teacher. Equipment Needed: Kids should be familiar with the Old MacDonald
song. The game teaches children to merge segmentations to form a word mentally. Tell the kids they are going to learn a different version of the Old MacDonald song. Warn them it is a silly version. Start singing, “Old MacDonald had a farm, e-i-e-i-o. And on the farm, he had a/ / /.” Here the teacher introduces a different animal singing the word
segments, e.g.,/ti/and /ger/. The kids immediately pick up the silly version and the introduction of a different animal. Without realizing it, they merge the segments and form the word of the animal—tiger. Next, show them a picture of the animal, confirming that they figured out the correct animal. From fantasticfunandlearning.com Equipment Needed:
Large foam or paper snowflakes for group activity Snowflake manipulatives for example, snowflake sequins, foam snowflakes, white pompoms, or cotton balls Falling Snowflake Segmentation Mats (Download free printable snowflake mats here) Develop and strengthen their motor skills with this phonemic awareness activity. Use large snowflakes the
kids can drop to the floor to help develop gross motor skills. Demonstrate to the kids how the game works and then let them do it as a group. Say a word and drop a snowflake for each sound in the word. Start with two or three phoneme words. When they are comfortable playing in a group, help them strengthen their fine motor skill with the second
part of the phonemic awareness activity. Kids can play individually or in small groups of two to three. Give each group or kid snowflake manipulatives and a snowflake mat. The goal is for the kids to pull the snowflakes in the sky (top of the mat) down to earth (bottom of the mat)—one snowflake for each sound in a word. They start from the left and
move to the right. Not all snowflakes will be used each time. Then they move the snowflakes back into the sky for the next word. Equipment Needed: None A fun phonemic awareness activity that practices segmentation while being physically active. Give the kid a word that contains a maximum of four phonemes. The children must stand and touch
first the head, then the shoulder, knees, and toes as they say each segment sound of the word. For example, for the word sit, they will touch their head for s, their shoulders for I and their knees for t. Equipment Needed: Turtle Talk is a phonemic awareness activity that teaches listening skills and segmentation. The idea of the game is to help the child
merge sounds to form a word and then to break the words up into sound segments. Tommy (or Tammy), the Turtle, takes the lead. Remind the children that turtles talk just as slow as they move. Tommy Turtle doesn’t say the whole word at once but speaks one sound at a time. To understand what he is saying, the children must listen carefully and
then merge the sounds to form the word. Use the word list and say one word at a time with a pause between each phoneme. Use the counting cards for the next part of the game. After the kids formed the words, do the opposite. They must break the words up into sound segments and count the number of segments with the counting cards. Phonemic
awareness games may help your child read fluently. Research has shown that the quicker a child differentiates the sounds in a word, the faster they understand. According to the National Reading Panel report on Teaching Children to Read, teaching kids phonemic awareness significantly improved their reading in various age groups and grades.
Although phonemic awareness affects the reading ability of a child, it isn’t taught with the written word. It’s about listening to the spoken word and being able to identify and manipulate the sounds in a word. Phonemic awareness breaks a single word into sounds. The child recognizes the beginning sound of the word and the individual sounds in the
word. The child can then also manipulate the sounds to form a word by blending the sounds. If written words are used together with a phonemic awareness activity, it may confuse the child. For example, the word off has two phonemes but is spelled with three letters. Phonics, however, focuses on the sounds of written words and the spelling thereof.
Phonemic awareness is one aspect of phonological awareness. Where phonemic awareness focuses on the sound of word segments, phonological awareness concentrates on the complete words. Words are strung together to create sentences. Below is a list of phonemic awareness games for pre-k, kindergarten/1st graders that focus on the three
main aspects of phonemic awareness: listening, rhyming, and segmentation. We’ve added some games that include physical activity for the restless ones. Although listening is an essential part of phonemic awareness, often young kids don’t know how. Teachers and parents shouldn’t assume the child knows how to listen; they need to be taught how to
listen carefully to the sounds of a word. Equipment Needed: Nothing! A relaxing game for after lunch or when the class needs some quiet time. All the kids lie on the floor without making a sound. They listen to the sounds around them and try to identify what they are hearing. Is it a door closing, a teacher’s voice, or a kid yawning? They aren’t
allowed to use their eyes, only their ears. Talk about the sounds they hear. Be dramatic and overemphasize to add a fun element to the activity. Equipment Needed: Mailbag for each child (create one from a paper bag) Copy of the song A set of 10 Beginning Sound Mail Envelopes for each child (cards that look like envelopes with pictures on each
mail piece) The object of the game is to find all the mail that has an image of an item that begins with the same sound the kids heard at the end of the song. Give each child a mailbag and spread out the envelopes in front of each child. Sing the song on the tune of “I'm a little Teapot” and insert the letter sound. Mail Delivery Song Lyrics (Lyric from
Growing Book by Book) I deliver mail Rain or shine. If you put a stamp on, it will get there in time. Can you help me sort my mail today? Collect the ones that start with __ (insert letter sound) Equipment Needed: No extra equipment is needed The teacher sings a song with spelling out the sound syllables of each word. For example, “I'm thinking of a
word named /c/ /a/ /t/, /c/ /a/ /t/. What is my word?” The kids respond by sing back, “Is that word that you’'re thinking called cat? Equipment Needed: No equipment is needed The game teaches children to listen for a sound, to listen for the sounds in words, and to where it is coming from. The object of the game is to identify the animal’s sound and the
direction it came from. The kids sit in a circle with the child who is ‘it’ lying with closed eyes in the middle of the circle. Another child moves to a place in the room and pretends to be a cow. ‘It’ needs to identify the animal’s sound and where it is coming from. They point in the direction they hear the mooing coming from. If ‘it’ identifies the sound and
points in the right direction, they go next in making a different animal sound from somewhere in the room. Equipment Needed: 3-4 One-inch cubes of each color. Four or five different colored cubes. The object is to identify the different sounds by using colored blocks. The child chooses a block for each sound they hear. If the noise is repeated, they
pick two blocks of the same color. For two different sounds, they will select two blocks one each of a different color. Increase the difficulty level for more advanced play. Rhyming teaches children that sounds form patterns and have meanings. Most kids understand the concept of rhyme or learn very quickly how to rhyme. Equipment Needed: rhyming
book, poem, or songs The goal is to familiarize kids with the rhyming concept. The more rhyme books, poems, and songs you read to the kids, the better their understanding of rhyming. Be silly. Have fun. Rhyming, books, poems, and songs are fun ways to introduce rhyming to young kids. Exaggerate the rhymes to make them aware of the verse. The
more fun you have, the more fun they will have, and the quicker they will grasp the rhyme concept. Equipment Needed: A bingo board for each child. (Download free printable sheets here or create your own. The set contains 8 different Bingo boards.) Counters - Use buttons, candy, counting cubes, or crackers. Each kid receives a Bingo board and a
handful of counters. Start with each child placing a piece on the free spot in the middle of the bingo board. The game rules are the same as those of Bingo; you need five in a row or column to win. When you call out a word, the child searches for a picture on their board that rhymes with the word called. If they find one, they place a counter on it. For
example, if you called ‘mat’ and there is a ‘cat’ picture on their board, they must identify it and place a counter on the cat picture. Obviously, winners can eat their counters on the bingo row or column. Equipment Needed: A small box Cards with pictures of familiar rhyming words, e.g., cat/mat, box/socks, bear/chair. Have enough pictures so that
everyone has a turn. The game is for kids who are familiar with the concept of rhyme. The object of the game is for children to take turns in coming up with rhyming words. The kids sit in a circle. For an easy start, choose a child that is good at rhyming. Choose a card. If the card contains a picture of a bear, for example, say, “In my box, there is a
bear.” The kid you chose needs to come up with a word that rhymes with bear-like chair or pear and say, “In my box, there is a chair,” for example. If the kid came up with a rhyming word, pass the box to them to choose the next card. Equipment Needed: None required. The object of this phonemic awareness activity is to rhyme sounds. The focus is
not on the words but on creating sounds that rhyme. Therefore, making up silly sounds that aren’t actual words, is allowed; it’s part of the fun. Create new rhymes that the kids can fill in. Then give them a turn to make up their rhymes. For example, A hat on a...mat (or cat, bat, zat) A tree with a ...key (or sea, knee, bee, me) A bug in a ...mug (or hug
or slug) A picture of a...fixture (or mixture, nicture) A variation to the game is to sing the rhymes a familiar song like Farmer in the Dell. Equipment Needed: rhyming memory cards (Create your own or download printable memory cards here) Rhyme Memory is a variation of the classic Memory Game. Before you start the game, go through all the
cards with the kids. Make sure they know what word fits with each card. For example, a bee is a bee, not a bug. Place the cards face down in a grid. Start with a few cards for younger children and make the grid more complex for older children. The child turns over two cards and names the pictures they see. They must tell you if the two words rhyme
or not. If the two words rhyme, they remove the two cards; if not, they turn over the cards, and it is the next child’s turn. Segmentation activities teach children that words are made up of smaller parts according to their sounds. It also shows them how to group sounds to form words. Where listening teaches children to hear and identify words,
segmentation teaches them to understand the individual sounds the words consist of. Equipment Needed: Stuffed or printable bumble bee for kids to hold. The game teaches segmentation by using the names of the children. To familiarize the children with the individual sound syllables, they clap out the names focusing on each syllable in the name.
The teacher walks around the circle and points to a child with the Bumble Bee toy or gives the Bumblebee for the child to hold, saying, “Bippity, Boppity, Bumble Bee, will you say your name for me?” The child responds with their name. Then the class says her name out loud while clapping once for each syllable in the name. Next, the teacher tells
them to whisper and soft-clap the syllables in the name. Lastly, the teacher thanks the child, “Bippity, boppity, bumble bee, thank you for saying your name for me.” Repeat the process with each of the kids sitting in the circle. Variation to the game is having the kids take on the role of the bumblebee instead of the teacher. Equipment Needed: Kids
should be familiar with the Old MacDonald song. The game teaches children to merge segmentations to form a word mentally. Tell the kids they are going to learn a different version of the Old MacDonald song. Warn them it is a silly version. Start singing, “Old MacDonald had a farm, e-i-e-i-o. And on the farm, he had a/ / /.” Here the teacher
introduces a different animal singing the word segments, e.g.,/ti/and /ger/. The kids immediately pick up the silly version and the introduction of a different animal. Without realizing it, they merge the segments and form the word of the animal—tiger. Next, show them a picture of the animal, confirming that they figured out the correct animal. From
fantasticfunandlearning.com Equipment Needed: Large foam or paper snowflakes for group activity Snowflake manipulatives for example, snowflake sequins, foam snowflakes, white pompoms, or cotton balls Falling Snowflake Segmentation Mats (Download free printable snowflake mats here) Develop and strengthen their motor skills with this
phonemic awareness activity. Use large snowflakes the kids can drop to the floor to help develop gross motor skills. Demonstrate to the kids how the game works and then let them do it as a group. Say a word and drop a snowflake for each sound in the word. Start with two or three phoneme words. When they are comfortable playing in a group, help
them strengthen their fine motor skill with the second part of the phonemic awareness activity. Kids can play individually or in small groups of two to three. Give each group or kid snowflake manipulatives and a snowflake mat. The goal is for the kids to pull the snowflakes in the sky (top of the mat) down to earth (bottom of the mat)—one snowflake
for each sound in a word. They start from the left and move to the right. Not all snowflakes will be used each time. Then they move the snowflakes back into the sky for the next word. Equipment Needed: None A fun phonemic awareness activity that practices segmentation while being physically active. Give the kid a word that contains a maximum of
four phonemes. The children must stand and touch first the head, then the shoulder, knees, and toes as they say each segment sound of the word. For example, for the word sit, they will touch their head for s, their shoulders for I and their knees for t. Equipment Needed: Turtle Talk is a phonemic awareness activity that teaches listening skills and
segmentation. The idea of the game is to help the child merge sounds to form a word and then to break the words up into sound segments. Tommy (or Tammy), the Turtle, takes the lead. Remind the children that turtles talk just as slow as they move. Tommy Turtle doesn’t say the whole word at once but speaks one sound at a time. To understand
what he is saying, the children must listen carefully and then merge the sounds to form the word. Use the word list and say one word at a time with a pause between each phoneme. Use the counting cards for the next part of the game. After the kids formed the words, do the opposite. They must break the words up into sound segments and count the
number of segments with the counting cards. This post may contain affilitate links. Please see the disclosure for more information. As shared in a previous post, Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear sounds that make up words see relationships between sounds change or rearrange sounds to create new words Supporting your child’s phonemic
awareness should be playful and fun. Here are 10 activities you can do at home to help your child develop phonemic awareness. Some of these activities were adapted from the book Phonemic Awareness by Jo Fitzpatrick. I used this book as a kindergarten and first grade teacher and I still recommend it to many of the teachers I work with. If you want
even more activities, I recommend you check out this resource that can easily be adapted for at-home activities. Rhythm and Rhyme Activities Hearing and identifying similar word patterns (sound matching) and listening for and detecting spoken syllables (syllable counting) Ask your child what it means when words rhyme. Ask your child to give you
an example. Share some rhyming words with your child by saying three words, two of which rhyme, and have children identify the rhyming pair. Tell children the number of rhyming pairs in a nursery rhyme (e.g., Jill, hill) and challenge them to listen for and find them as you read aloud. (optional) Give your child a noisemaker or musical instrument
(triangle, bell, etc.). Read the nursery rhyme again, and invite your child to use their noisemaker each time they hear the second half of a rhyming pair. Sound Favorites Have your child practice phoneme matching by asking them to name his or her favorite hobby or treat. Explain that “favorites” must begin with the same sound as the child’s name.
(e.g., Patty and peanut butter) Invite children to “introduce” people they know by telling what he or she likes. For example, Grace likes grapes and granola. Samantha likes swimming. Hink Pink Explain to children the definition of hink pink - a pair of rhyming words that answers a riddle. Read aloud the following riddles, and invite children to guess
the hink-pink answer: What do you call a chubby kitty? (fat cat) What do you call a crying father? (sad dad) What do you call a rabbit who tells jokes? (funny bunny) Invite your child to think of other rhyming pairs. See if you can use these words to make clues for new hink pinks. Parts of a Word Identifying onsets and rimes (syllable splitting) and
blending individual sounds to form a word (phoneme blending) An onset is all of the sounds in a word that come before the first vowel. A rime is the first vowel in a word and all the sounds that follow. For example, in the word flight , the onset is fl- and the rime is -ight. Who Did You Catch? Practice blending onsets and rimes (e.g., r-at, bl-ock) Then,
teach your child how to sing the following verse to the tune of “A-Hunting We Will Go” A-searching we will go, a-searching we will go, We’ll find a /c/ and add a /ow/, and now we have a cow! Repeat the verse using other onsets and rimes. To begin, use animal names (as these are typically more familiar for children), then switch to word families such
as -at (bat, hat, sat) and -og (frog, bog, log). For more advanced learning, segment the word into individual phonemes or switch the sounds around. For example, We’'ll catch an /at/ and add a /c/, and now we have a cat! Mystery Code Tell your child you are going to say words in a “secret code,” and the key to “unlocking” the code is to extend and
blend the sounds together. Give an example: If I say /h/ /a/ /m/, you say ham. Provide additional words and see if your child can solve the mystery code. Bubble Gum Words This helps children slow down as they pronouce words. By slowing down they are better able to hear sounds that make up words. Say a word. (This could be a familiar word from
their reading or thier environment.) Have children repeat each word slowly, putting their hands to their mouths and pretending to s-t-r-e-t-c-h bubble gum out in front of them. Repeat with other words. Sequence of Sounds Identifying where a given sound is heard in a word (approximation) and identifying beginning, middle, and ending sounds in a
word (phoneme isolation) Mystery Trip Choose a specific sound pattern such as the beginning sound /b/. Explain that you are packing a suitcase for a special trip, and only the items that have the “secret sound” in their names will fit in the suitcase. Reveal objects and place them in the suitcase (all of which fit the secret sound pattern, such as bunny
and ball). Invite your child to “pack” an object, when they think they know the sound. Make sure to have them say the name aloud. Tell your child whether or not their object fits (contains the secret sound). Ask your child to name the secret sound. Ask your child if they can think of any other objects that would “fit” in the suitcase. Play again using
other secret sounds. Click here to check out the video of us packing for a “trip.” Separation of Sounds Counting the number of phonemes in a word (phoneme counting) and identifying individual sounds within a word (phoneme segmentation). I Spy - helps children with phoneme counting and phoneme isolation Have children identify “spied” objects
by listening to your phoneme clues. Invite them to guess after each clue is give. For example, I spy an object with three sounds in its name. I spy an object with three sounds in its name and the first one is /b/. I spy an object with three sounds in its name and the first one is /b/ and the last is /k/. I spy an object with three sounds in its name and the first
one is /b/, and the last is /k/, and it rhymes with look. Repeat with different objects. Substituting beginning, middle, and ending sounds of a word (phoneme substitution) and omitting beginning, middle, and ending sounds of a word (phoneme deletion) 9. Change the Vowel - Choose a one syllable word (sat, car) and give your child each of the letters
one by one. The letters can be magnetic letters, foam/felt letters, blocks with letters, or even bath letters. Encourage your child to say each phoneme (sound) separately as you give them each of the letters. Have your child blend all of the sounds together to say the word. Replace the vowel in the middle of the word, creating a new word (sat, sit, set,
sot). Ask your child whether each new word is a real word or a “nonsense” word. Try again with other words (some examples: big, red, pig, ran, put, top) This same process can be used to explore how changing the beginning sound or the ending sound changes a word. The photographs above show how we used Letter Cookies from Learning
Resources to make words by changing the ending sound. 10. Word-family Chain Tell your child that you are going to make a word-family chain. (You can make this competitive and state that the last person to be able to give a new word is the winner or you can just play without having a winner.) Tell your child that you are going to say a word and
then they need to say a new word in the same word family by changing the beginning sound. They also need to be able to tell what letter was added to make the new word. Tell your child that you will take turns giving a new word until no one can think of a new word to add to the “chain.” Choose a word family such as -ack, -ad, -ake, -ick, -ill, -it, -ot, -
ug, -un Start the “chain” by saying a word in the word family. Your child will say a new word by changing the beginning phoneme and saying what letter they substituted at the beginning. Take turns until you cannot think of any more words in the word family. Continue playing with new word families. We hope you enjoy these quick and playful
activities! It is great to have these ready when we are in the car or waiting for appointments or out to eat. Please leave a comment and let us know what your favorite phonemic awareness activities are. You can teach your kids with dyslexia. We’re here to help. Discover the freedom you have to give your kids with dyslexia and other language-based
learning differences a meaningful education. If you're overwhelmed by the day-to-day education of your kids with dyslexia and other language-based learning difficulties, you're probably looking at it from the wrong point of view. No More School, written by homeschool veteran Marianne Sunderland, will guide you into creating an engaging,
meaningful, and effective educational experience for your smart but struggling learners. Get started teaching yourself and your kids about dyslexia with our books. Getting educated is the first step. Learn how to teach kids the way they learn with one of our online courses written specifically for the homeschool parent. Get plugged into to one of our
mentoring groups. We have three options to choose from. You don’t have to do this alone! The right activities can help kids develop the Core Skill of phonemic awareness, part of building the 5 C’s that help kids thrive in school and life. Since Core Skills support learning in other areas, giving kids a strong foundation in them helps set them up for long-
term success. Luckily, you can do many fun, easy phonemic awareness activities for kids from preschool through first grade at home. We’ve collected twenty of our favorites! Phonemic awareness, an important early learning Core Skill, is the ability to recognize phonemes (sounds like /a/ or /c/) within words Phonemic awareness activities can help
build your child’s confidence and familiarity with the sounds and letters they are trying to read Working on phonemic awareness can be fun! Kids can build it through quick and easy games played at home A play-based learning membership can help kids develop phonemic awareness at the right time and in the right way Phonemes are the smallest
sound units that make up the words in a language—for example, /c/, /a/, and /t/ are the phonemes that make up the word cat. Phonemic awareness is the ability to perceive and use those individual sounds in spoken words. Phonemic awareness allows kids to understand that sounds represent letters. It’s a critical precursor to learning to read. If your
child can’t understand that cat, car, crawl, and candle have the same beginning sound, they’ll have a tough time identifying that the written letter c begins all of them. Whether they’re in preschool, kindergarten, or first grade, you can help your child learn phonemic awareness with these fun and easy activities. Isolation is a phonemic awareness skill
that involves recognizing individual sounds in a word. For example, rat breaks down into three sounds—/r/, /a/, and /t/. Keep in mind that we’re focused on phonemes (sounds) regardless of how we spell them in written English. So a word that starts with /r/ could be rat or wrench. A scavenger hunt is a great multisensory activity that can be adapted
for almost any environment. A list of objects to find (using images, words, or both) The objects Give your child a list of objects to find that all begin with the same phoneme. For instance you might use /s/ and list things like socks, spoon, silly putty, and straw. Ask them to find the objects. Play again using a different phoneme. This is a great activity for
learning the differences between separate sounds. Your child has to hear the first letter to decide what to remove from the basket. A basket Objects to put inside of the basket (all with different phonemic beginnings) Ask your child to remove objects using only their first sounds: “Remove the object that begins with /r/.” Once they remove it, ask them
to tell you what the object is called. Ask them to isolate the beginning sound. (“Right! And what sound does wrench begin with?”) Add a little imaginary play to your phonemic awareness activities with this exciting game! Try asking your child to identify end phonemes for this one. What You Need Lightweight toys, like small plastic animals Masking
tape or another tape that won’t pull paint off the wall Tape the toys to a door or wall. Tell your child all of the animals have been stolen from the zoo! Ask them to save the animal whose name ends with a specific sound (like /r/). See if they can correctly identify that animal (for example, tiger) and bring it back to you. Continue asking until all of the
animals are saved. If you don’t want to put tape on your wall, you can also play this game by hiding animals (or any other group of objects) under baskets. Blending involves hearing a sequence of separate sounds and combining them into a word (/r/, /a/, and /t/ make the word rat). This is a great activity to do with a group of kids. You can get the
whole family (or a friend group) involved! It does require kids to have some letter recognition skills, so it might not be appropriate for the youngest learners. 10 pieces of paper or poster board Markers Make a list of ten words. You can make them whatever length is appropriate for your kids’ level of experience. Write one letter on each piece of paper
or poster board. Divide up the letters between all of the kids. Say a word and have the kids who have the corresponding letters stand in a line in the right order. (So you might say cat, and the three kids with the /c/, /a/, and /t/ sounds would stand together.) Ask the kids to all say the word together. Who doesn’t love a little bit of a mystery? A bag or
box big enough to fit a dozen objects in Objects that will fit in the bag or box Find objects around your home that have simple names, like book, hat, and ball. Place them all in the bag or box. Ask your child to put their hand in the bag or box without looking. Tell them you’'re going to say the name of one of the objects, but segment the sounds. For
example, say, “I'm going to give you the sounds of one of the objects. See if you can find it! Bbbbbbbbb ooooooooo kkkkkkkkk.” Once they find the correct object, they can pull it out, and then you can play again! A variation on the classic guessing game 20 Questions. Ask your child to guess the name of the person you’re thinking of by giving them the
beginning and ending sounds. For instance, if you’re thinking of Daddy, you would say, “I’'m thinking of someone whose name begins with an /d/ sound and ends with an /ee/ sound.” If this is tough for your child, give them fun hints like, “I'm thinking of someone whose name begins with an /d/ sound and ends with an /ee/ sound. They love making
chocolate chip cookies and you love eating them!” Segmentation is breaking down a word into its individual sounds and counting how many there are (for example, rat is made of three sounds: /r/, /a/, and /t/). Also called Elkonin boxes and named after one of the first psychologists to research phonemes, these are linked boxes drawn on a piece of
paper (or on a white board). The number of boxes corresponds to the number of phonemes in the word you’re working on. Paper (or white board) Pen A “sound indicator” object like a penny, rock, or plastic brick that fits into the box Cut out, drawn, or printed images Draw some Elkonin boxes with varying numbers of linked boxes that you can use for
words of different lengths. Give an Elkonin box to your child. Give the sound indicator to them too. Show your child one of the pictures. Ask them to name what they see. Then ask them to slowly separate the phonemes, placing the object into each box as they move from one sound to the next. (Cat would go with an Elkonin box with three linked boxes,
and the child would move the object from box to box as they sounded out the word.) This is a great classroom activity too! Phonemic awareness for kindergarteners and older kids might look a little different though. If your kids are writing letters, you can give them a pencil (or dry erase marker) and ask them to write the phoneme sounds—one in each
box. This is another great game for kids who are already identifying some written letters. Make sure the card words are close to each other in terms of sounds, like cat, bat, hat, mop, top, and hop. Blank cards Pencil or foam letters To set up for the activity, draw a simple image at the top of each card and spell out a corresponding word at the bottom,
minus the first sound. Give each child a group of similar words, such as cat, bat, and hat. (In this case the cards would all read “at,” with the image at the top providing a clue to what the word is.) Using a pencil or foam letter, ask the kids to put the correct sound at the start of each word. Then ask them to say each of the words, one after another,
making note of the segmentation between the first sound and the rest of them. You know those fidget toys that are made of soft plastic and are filled with raised bubbles that you can push through from one side to the other? These are a great way to teach segmentation too! Poppit toy Cut out, drawn, or printed images Show your child one of the
images. Ask them to say the corresponding word. Ask them to segment the word into separate phonemes by clicking down on one bubble for each sound. (For example, cat would be /c/, click, /a/, click, /t/, click.) This is another great multisensory activity, this time using tactile as well as auditory skills. Kids love to smash the play dough flat! Play
dough Cut out, drawn, or printed images Ask your child to roll the play dough into a bunch of little balls. Show them one of the images. Ask them to say the corresponding word. Ask them to segment the word into separate phonemes by smashing down one ball of dough for each sound (/c/, smash, /a/, smash, /t/, smash). Deletion is the ability to remove
a sound in a word to create a new one (removing /s/ from stop to create top). Deletion skills are challenging for some kids. It’s not always easy to understand how the absence of part of something changes the thing itself. Your child may not be ready to explore deletion until they're in first grade. When they’re ready, here’s a list of 10 good words for
phoneme deletion activities: Blow (becomes low) Bread (becomes red) Click (becomes lick) Flake (becomes lake) Slow (becomes low) Snail (becomes nail) Spin (becomes pin) Spot (becomes pot) Stop (becomes top) Trip (becomes rip) If your child likes playing with blocks and vehicles, this activity may work well for them! Blocks Toy vehicle, like a
dump truck Place one block on the floor for each phoneme in a word (for example, four blocks for stop). Ask your child to “drive” their vehicle to the first block. Name the blocks: “These blocks are the sounds in stop.” You can tap the blocks and sound them out to help. Ask your child to take away the first block using their vehicle. See if they can now
identify the new word. (You can help them by tapping the blocks and sounding out again.) After they identify the new word, set up another set of blocks and do it again. A variation on the Block Removal game, this one gives your child the opportunity to break away the beginning phoneme in a word. Blocks 2 pieces of paper for each round. Both have
images on them. One is an image of an object (like snail) and the second is an image of an object representing that word minus the first sound (a nail). Show your child the first word. Have them say it. Ask them to place blocks in a row, one for each sound. Show them the second image. Have them say it. Ask them to tell you what sound is missing. Let
them chop the beginning sound off of the row! Addition is the reverse of deletion—adding a sound to a word to make a new one (adding /s/ to top to create stop). A visual game of phoneme additions. You’ll need one-syllable word cards for this game, such as: You'll also need phoneme cards that can be added to the one-syllable cards to make new
words, such as: /f/ to make fox /h/ to make hand /s/ to make spot /b/ to make bark Both sets of cards have letters as well as images on them. So the ox card spells ox but also has an image of an ox, and the /f/ card has the letter f on it, as well as an image of a fox. Cards Images to add to the cards or tools to draw with Cut out, drawn, or printed
word/image cards Write short words that can be turned into longer words by adding a single sound, like ox, pot, and ark, on the cards. Add images to match the words on the cards (an ox, a pot, etc.). Write letters that can be used to extend the words on a second set of cards (f for fox, s for spot, etc.). Add images to the letter cards to match the longer
words you’d like the kids to make (a fox, a spot, etc.). Place the word cards on the table. Ask your child to say each word. Then show your child one letter card. Ask them to find the matching word card to make a new word. Repeat this with all of the letter cards. Do this activity with at least three kids. Perfect for your child’s playdate or a classroom!
Ask one child to be the first actor. Whisper a word for them to act out, like pin. See if the other kids can guess the word. Ask another child to join the first. Whisper a word for them to act out together that adds a sound to the first word, like spin. See if the other kid(s) can guess the word. Explain to the kids how adding one sound (/s/ in our example)
changed the word. See if they can identify the sound. Rotate spots! For a more advanced version of the game, try adding sounds to the middle or ends of the words too. This is a useful game for passing the time! It can be fun for car rides. Start by saying a word ending, like at. Tell your child you're going to add a sound to make a new word, then do so
(for example adding /c/ to make cat). Tell them it’s their turn to add a new sound and make a new word. Go as many rounds as you can until you run out of words! Substitution is swapping one sound for another to create a new word (replacing /r/ with /b/ in rat to create bat). If you've got time, you and your child can make the spinners first and then
play with them. Paper plates Brass fasteners Markers Scissors To make the spinner: Cut a rectangular window out of one paper plate. (Cut it in the middle of the space just right of the center of the plate. This will be the space for the beginning phoneme.) Cut a rectangular flap on the left side of the plate, all the way on the left side, leaving one side
attached so it opens like a door. Lay the plate with the flap and window on top of a second plate and attach them in the center with a brass fastener. Choose a three-letter/three-phoneme word. For example: dog. Write the o and g to the right of the window you cut out. Inside the window write the d. Across from the word, inside the door, draw a



picture that matches the word (a dog, in our example). Spin the back plate until you have blank spaces inside both the window and the door. Write a different letter, like 1, in the window. Draw an image that matches the new letter (log) inside the door. Continue to do this until the back plate is full. You’ll probably be able to fit four. To play: Make sure
the “door” is closed. Ask your child to spin the wheel until a letter appears in the window. Ask them to sound out each letter and see if they can figure out the word. Reveal the picture to see if they’'re right! You can staple paper together for this one if you don’t have a notebook. This is another activity that is good for kindergarten-age kids. What You
Need Small spiral-bound notebook Scissors Pens Rotate the notebook so the spiral side is on the top and cut the paper inside into three sections, so they each flip separately. Write phoneme sounds on each section of the paper in a C/V/C (consonant, vowel, consonant) order. (You can make the vowels a different color and then use this notebook for
letter lessons too!) Ask your child to flip the book to any group of three sounds and try to figure out the word! Mix and match index cards to create new sounds—and new words! This activity requires some knowledge of letters. Index cards Pocket chart Markers Write one letter on each index card. Place three index cards in the bottom pocket to spell
a word, like dog. Place the rest of the cards in the pockets above. Ask your child to make the sounds of the three phonemes to make a word. (/d/ /o/ /g/) Switch one letter out and put another from the top pockets in its place. (for example, changing dog to hog.) Talk together about how the different sounds create different words. This one is a great
classroom activity during transition times, like lining up to go to the lunchroom or calling attendance first thing in the morning. But you can also use it at home, and it’s a great substitution activity for younger kids. Nothing but your eager kid(s)! Tell your kid(s) that you’re going to call their name(s), but that you’re going to substitute a different first
sound for their names—like /m/. Begin calling altered names (Malice, Mennifer, Man, Milliam, etc.). See if they can figure out which one is theirs! Once they’ve figured it out, invite them to do the same with your name! If you're doing this at home, you can have fun doing something together, like cooking, and continuing to switch up the first sound of
your child’s name. (“Okay, Meff, time to put in the flour. Now you can mix it up, Beff. And now, Teff, you can pour it in the pan!”) You can use all four of these tips in the activities we’ve just suggested, but you can also use them at any point during your day! They’'re fast and easy—and every little bit of practice helps! Speak one sound at a time.
Exaggerate them. If you're getting your child ready for school, you can ask them, “Do you want to wear your sssssssssneakers or your bbbbbbbbboots?” Make phonemic awareness fun! Make silly faces as you play. Make up words and songs. Act out the tongue twisters. Dance to those made-up songs. Have a blast and your child will too! Help your
child hear separate sounds. Slow down and point them out. As you walk through the supermarket, you might say, “Do you want ggggggrapes? Do you hear the /g/ sound before the /r/?” Read with phonemes in mind. As you read a book before bed, choose a few phonemes to focus on in the story. Maybe you look for all of the /f/ sounds one night and all
of the /d/ sounds the next. Phonemic awareness activities make a big difference in helping your child build the foundation they need to learn to read. And we can help! Our age- and stage-matched learning membership incorporates literacy learning every step of the way. Whether kids are building phonemic awareness in our award-winning HOMER
early learning app or cultivating curiosity with exciting stories about the world, they’ll be on their way to reading success—and much more!—fast. Take our online quiz today to discover which stage of our membership is best for your family! Phonological awareness is an essential skill, without which students cannot become strong, independent
readers. The Science of Reading identifies phonological awareness as one of the critical elements of reading, along with phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. However, because phonological awareness primarily deals with spoken language, rather than written language, it can be challenging to find classroom-friendly activities
that provide students with engaging, targeted practice with this foundational skill. Luckily, we’ve collected 50 of our favorite phonological awareness activities in one guide! These ready-to-use activities are the perfect addition to any kindergarten, first grade, or second grade classroom. Complete the short form on this page to access your free copy of
50 Fun Phonological Activities for the full list of activities, or keep reading to see 15 sample activities from the guide. What is phonological awareness? At a high level, phonological awareness is the ability to notice, think about, and work with the sounds in the spoken language. Broken down into more detail, phonological awareness encompasses five
key skills: Word Awareness: Understanding that sentences and phrases can be broken down into individual words; counting words in a sentence or phrase Rhyme awareness: Identifying and later producing words that rhyme Syllable awareness: Dividing a word into its component syllables; counting syllables in a word; manipulating syllables Onset
and rime awareness: Identifying words that start (onset) or end (rime) with the same sound, often practiced via alliteration Phonemic awareness: The term phonemic awareness comprises six discrete skills What is phonemic awareness? Phonemic awareness is the ability to notice, think about, and work with the individual sounds (or phonemes) in
words. Phonemic awareness is part of the larger category of phonological awareness. Phonemic awareness describes six distinct skills: Isolation: Identifying the specific phonemes within words Segmenting: Dividing a word into its component phonemes Blending: Combining sounds to form syllables or words Deletion: Removing a phoneme from a
word Addition: Adding a phoneme to a word Manipulation or substitution: Replacing one phoneme in a word with another phoneme Try these fun phonological awareness activities! 1. Word Awareness: Clap Along Before children can start identifying the sounds in words, they need to be able to divide sentences and phrases into individual words. One
fun activity is to have students clap once for each word in a sentence. Start by speaking a simple sentence out loud, such as “He walks.” Clap as you say each word. Then model the activity again, this time with a longer sentence such as “He walks to school.” Now have students practice by clapping once for each word as you speak simple sentences
out loud. Tip: Make this more motivating for children by using their names in the sentences. For example, “Jayden waves to his friend.” or “Kali rides her bike.” 2. Rhyme Awareness: Rhyme Match For this, you will need picture cards with common animals and objects on them, such as bat, cat, can, fan, man, pan. Show the cards one at a time and
identify the word each picture represents. Now, hold up two picture cards at the same time. Say the words out loud or have the students say the words out loud. Ask students to stand up if the words rhyme, or sit down if they do not rhyme. Repeat until you have gone through all card combinations. 3. Rhyme Awareness: Stand and Rhyme You will
need one set of picture cards for this activity. One at a time, hold up a picture card. Have students stand if they can think of a word that rhymes with the word represented by the picture card. Ask a student who stood up to share the rhyming word they thought of. Tell students to sit down if the word shared was the rhyming word they thought of, but
remain standing if they thought of a different rhyming word. Have students share rhyming words one at a time until the entire class is sitting, then repeat the activity with a new picture card. Tip: If a student provides a rhyming nonsense word, explain: “That word rhymes, but it is a silly word! It doesn’t have a meaning that we know.” 4. Syllable
Awareness: Syllable Sort Kids can do this activity independently or in pairs. Provide a set of picture cards representing one-, two-, and three-syllable words such as ball, baseball, basketball, sun, sunset, bag, banana, pan, potato. Have children sort the picture cards into piles based on how many syllables each word has. 5. Onset and Rime Awareness:
Lost Beginnings Explain to children that you found a bunch of words that are missing their beginning sounds. Can children find beginning sounds that will make these words complete again? Practice with the following onsets (example answers provided in parentheses): -at (bat, cat, mat, fat, pat) -ack (pack, sack, back, rack) -ap (sap, map, rap) -ake
(take, make, bake) -op (top, hop, pop) 6. Phonemic Awareness - Isolation: Initial Sound Sort Separate students into pairs or small groups, and give each group a set of picture cards for simple three-phoneme words. Explain to students that they will first say the name of each picture card, and then identify the beginning sound in each word. Next,
working as a group, students will sort the picture cards according to their initial sounds. For example, map, man, and mug should together be in one pile, and pan, pig, and pen should be in another pile. Tip: Use this activity to practice medial and final sounds, too! 7. Phonemic Awareness - Isolation: Medial Sound Match Identifying medial sounds can
be more challenging for children than identifying initial sounds, so it can be beneficial to give children extra practice with this skill. In your classroom, display picture cards: pan, men, wig, hot, and mug. Work with children to identify the medial sound of each word: /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/, and /u/. Now, one by one, give each student a new picture card, such as
fan. Help the student sound out the word, and then ask the student to identify the middle sound in the word. Have the student stand next to the displayed picture card with the same middle sound (so the child holding the fan picture card should stand next to the displayed pan picture card). 8. Phonemic Awareness - Isolation: Final Sound, Activate!
Explain to children that they are on the hunt for the final sound /k/, like in duck. You are going to say a list of words out, and if the word ends with the final sound /k/, the children should act out that sound. (Remind children to stay in their own spaces as they act out words.) If the word does not end with the final sound /k/, children should remain still.
One by one, say the following action words: walk, hop, sit, look, write, shake, bake, stand, run. 9. Phonemic Awareness - Segmenting: Team Sound Divide the class into three teams: Beginning, Middle, and Ending. Say a three-phoneme word such as pen or duck. Ask Team Beginning to pronounce the beginning sound, then have Team Middle
pronounce the middle sound and Team Ending pronounce the ending sound. After several rounds, mix up the teams so students have to listen for sounds in different word positions. 10. Phonemic Awareness - Blending: Simon Says Blend Tell students that you’re going to play a special version of Simon Says. Instead of telling them what to do, Simon is
going to sound out the commands! For example, you’ll say: “Simon Says /s/ /i/ /t/” and students will need to blend the sounds. Once they have blended the sounds into a new word, they should act out the word (sit). (Remind children to stay in their own spaces as they act out words.) Use commands like hop, spin, swim, run, look, eat. 11. Phonemic
Awareness - Addition: Sound Thief Tell children that a thief came in and stole the /t/ sound from a group of words, and you need their help restoring the /t/ sound to these words! Ask children to help you decide if the /t/ sound should be added to the beginning or end of each word. One by one, go through the following words: pan (pant), ten (tent), rain
(train), rap (trap), in (tin), win (twin), car (cart), and rim (trim). Tip: Add extra challenge by including words where the /t/ sound could be added to the beginning or end of a word. For example, an (tan / ant) and are (art, tar). 12. Phonemic Awareness - Deletion: Beanbag Toss: Remove /s/ Explain to children that they’re going to practice removing /s/
from the beginning of words. When a child catches the beanbag, you're going to give them a word, and they will remove the /s/ from the front of that word. The child can then (gently) toss the beanbag to another child. For this activity, use: slow (low), slip (lip), sand (and), seat (eat), snap (nap), sold (old), stop (top), spin (pin), span (pan), slap (lap),
scan (can), sink (ink), self (elf), scar (car), spot (pot), and spit (pit). Tip: Reinforce vocabulary by having children discuss the meaning of each word. Explain any words students are not familiar with. 13. Phonemic Awareness - Addition & Deletion: Concentration For this game, you will need pairs of picture cards where a phoneme has been removed or
added, such as leg and egg, deer and ear, mice and ice, pot and spot, lip and clip. Put children in pairs, then have partners play “Concentration” by turning over two cards and making matches when they find two words where one word in the pair is made by adding a sound to the beginning of the other word in the pair. When children make a match,
they keep the cards. When they don’t, children return the cards where they were, facedown. Play continues until children have matched all the cards. Tip: You can also plan this game with final phonemes, using words like car and cart, bell and belt, bee and bead, ten and tent, pass and past. 14. Phonemic Awareness - Manipulation & Substitution:
Backwards Words Oh no! You had a list of words, but somehow the sounds in your words have been put together backwards. One by one, ask children to help you sound out each word, then put the word back together in the reverse order. Practice with these words: tab / bat, sick / kiss, pit / tip, lime / mile, pack / cap, pot / top, sale / lace, tell / let,
back / cab, net / ten, feel / leaf. 15. Phonemic Awareness - Manipulation & Substitution: Word Creation Give students a starting word, such as pan. Put students in small groups and ask them to work together to come up with as many new words as possible by changing one sound in the starting word. For example, pan can become ban, can, fan, man,
ran, tan, van (initial phoneme substitution), pen, pin, pun (medial phoneme substitution), and pad, pack, pal, pat (final phoneme substitution). Tip: Reinforce phonics by having students write down the new words. Depending on students’ skill level, accept approximate spellings. Ready for more phonological awareness activities, games, and fun? Be
sure to complete the form at the top of this page to get your free copy of 50 Fun Phonological Awareness Activities! You can find even more activities — plus interactive digital practice, educational games, articulation videos, and so much more — in Savvas Essentials™: Foundational Reading, a new supplemental program designed just for Grades K-2.
Back to top of page Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit ,
provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions —
You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of
the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Are you looking for easy, fun, and free phonemic awareness activities to try at home? That’s awesome! Phonemic awareness activities help kids learn to hear, identify, and manipulate sounds in
spoken words—a crucial step in their journey to reading fluency. Therefore, doing these activities at home can help your child become a better reader.In this article, we've compiled a list of easy, fun, and interactive phonemic awareness activities for parents to use at home with preschoolers, kindergarteners, first graders, and older children. From
playful games using nursery rhymes to engaging phoneme manipulation exercises, these activities make daily learning enjoyable and effective. Join us as we share ways to support your child's phonemic awareness at home.Phonemic awareness activities are exercises that help children recognize and manipulate sounds in spoken language (i.e.,
phonemes). For instance, a phonemic awareness activity might help a child learn to segment/separate speech sounds or blend/combine speech sounds.Although phonemic awareness focuses on sounds in spoken language, phonemic awareness activities are still foundational for reading and spelling. That’s because these games and activities teach kids
to hear and manipulate sounds before they begin blending them within written words. Thus, phonemic awareness activities and phonics activities work in conjunction to teach children the relationship between spoken sounds and written letters.Examples of Simple Phonemic Awareness Activities: Asking your child to identify the first or last sound in a
word. For example, asking, "What is the first sound in ‘cat’?" This is known as a phoneme isolation activity.Encouraging your child to combine sounds to create a word. For example, asking, "What word do these sounds make? /b/ - /a/ - /t/?" This is a phoneme blending activity.Asking your child to break down a word into its individual sounds. For
example, "Say each sound in ‘hat’: /h/ - /a/ - /t/." This is a phoneme segmentation activity.Phonemic awareness activities are important because they lay the groundwork for reading and spelling success.By helping children recognize and play with sounds in spoken words, these activities build a strong foundation for decoding and word recognition. In
fact, phonemic awareness activities directly support phonics instruction by helping kids learn the basics before they begin learning phonics rules. Thus, phonemic activities make the transition to reading smoother. This statement is supported by research showing that children with strong phonemic awareness skills are more likely to become confident
and fluent readers.Bonus: engaging in phonemic awareness activities also boosts listening skills and memory!Now, let’s explore some activities and games you can try at home.Phonemic awareness activities don’t need to be complicated or costly. In fact, many fun and engaging games can be easily played at home for free!What type of activities helps
children develop phonemic awareness? Some of the most effective ones are interactive phonemic awareness activities that incorporate sounds, rhythm, and repetition. Below, our literacy experts share some practical and fun phonemic awareness activities tailored to different ages. Try these daily games and activities at home to help boost your child’s
early literacy skills! Below are some easy and enjoyable phonemic awareness activities for preschoolers (ages 3-5) to try at home.Sound DetectivesHow it works: Say a simple word, like “cat,” and ask your child to listen carefully for the first sound (/k/). You can also try other easy words like “dog” (/d/) and “sun” (/s/). This activity helps your child
isolate and recognize sounds at the beginning of words, building early phonemic awareness.Targeted skills: Phoneme isolation, phoneme identification (initial phoneme identification)Why it’s great for preschoolers: This phoneme isolation activity is simple, helps build listening skills, and helps kids focus on individual sounds - making it ideal for
children in preschool.Last Sound ListenerHow it works: Say a word, like “hat,” and ask your child to listen for the last sound they hear (/t/). Try this with other words like “cup” (/p/) and “dog” (/g/). This activity teaches phoneme isolation and identification, helping kids recognize the ending sound of words.Targeted skills: Phoneme isolation, phoneme
identification (final phoneme identification)Why it’s perfect for preschoolers: This phonemic awareness activity is a quick and fun way for young children to learn to recognize ending sounds, an important early reading skill. Sound MatchHow it works: Place three small objects in front of your child, like a doll, sock, and ball. Name each one, and ask
your child which two items start with the same sound (e.g., “sock” and “sun”). This activity activity helps children match objects with the same starting sound.Targeted skills: Phoneme categorization, phoneme identification (initial phoneme identification)Why it’s ideal for preschoolers: The hands-on, interactive approach makes it fun for young
children to focus on identifying initial sounds and categorizing different sounds.Odd Sound OutHow it works: Say three words aloud, like “cat,” “car,” and “dog,” and ask your child which word sounds different (in this case, “dog”). This phonemic awareness activity teaches children to listen for similar sounds and identify the ones that don’t
belong.Targeted skills: Phoneme categorization, phoneme identification (initial phoneme identification)Why it’s great for preschoolers: This phoneme categorization activity is a fun, mental puzzle that can help preschoolers recognize similar sounds and improve listening skills.Word BlenderHow it works: Say the sounds of a word separately (like /s/ -
/u/ - /n/) and ask your child to blend the sounds to make a word (in this case, “sun”). For preschoolers, stick to simple words like “cat” (/k/ - /a/ - /t/) and “bat” (/b/ - /a/ - /t/). This will help them learn to blend sounds to form words. Targeted skill: Phoneme blendingWhy it’s excellent for preschoolers: Preschoolers enjoy the challenge of blending sounds,
which builds early word recognition skills.Sound ClapHow it works: Say a word, like “bat,” and have your child clap once for each sound they hear (/b/ - /a/ - /t/). Use simple, one-syllable words, like “dog” and “cat,” to keep it easy and fun. This phonemic awareness activity helps preschoolers break words down into individual sounds. Targeted skill:
Phoneme segmentationWhy it’s great for preschoolers: The physical act of clapping engages children and helps them connect sounds to movement, reinforcing learning.Leave It OutHow it works: Say a simple word, like “cat,” and ask your child to repeat the word without the last sound (they should say “ca”). Try this with other words, like “pan”
(remove the /n/) and “dog” (remove the /g/). This teaches phoneme deletion by removing the last sound.Targeted skill: Final phoneme deletionWhy it’s ideal for preschoolers: This final phoneme deletion activity is a fun mental challenge that introduces preschoolers to the concept of manipulating sounds within words.Add a SoundHow it works: Say a
sound, like /s/, and ask your child what word you get if you add it to the beginning of “at” (answer: “sat”). Try it with other combinations (using simple words), like /b/ and “at” to make “bat.” This phonemic awareness activity helps children learn to create new words by adding sounds. Targeted skill: Phoneme additionWhy it’s great for preschoolers: It
encourages creativity and teaches how adding sounds can create new words, supporting early reading and spelling.Swap the SoundHow it works: Say a word, like “hat,” and ask your child what happens if you change the /h/ sound to /k/ (the answer is “cat”). Try other words, like changing “bat” to “pat” by switching the /b/ to /p/. This teaches children
how changing sounds creates new words. Targeted skill: Phoneme substitutionWhy it’s excellent for preschoolers: This activity shows kids how words can be changed by substituting sounds, another foundational skill for reading and spelling.Here are some engaging phonemic awareness games and activities to try at home with your kindergartener
(ages 5-6).First Sound I-SpyHow it works: Play “I-Spy” using beginning sounds. For example, say, “I spy something that starts with /s/,” and let your child look around for an object like a “sock” or “spoon.” This activity helps kindergarteners practice identifying the initial sounds in words.Targeted skills: Phoneme isolation, phoneme identification
(initial phoneme identification)Why it’s great for kindergartners: I-Spy is a fun and familiar game that is made even more fun and engaging by focusing on sounds!Sound HuntHow it works: Choose a simple sound, like /t/, and have your child search around the house or in a picture book for items that end with that sound (like “tent,” “bat,” or “hat”).
This phonemic awareness activity builds phoneme isolation and identification skills by helping children focus on ending sounds.Targeted skills: Phoneme isolation, phoneme identification (final phoneme identification)Why it’s excellent for kindergartners: The active scavenger hunt approach makes it exciting and memorable while reinforcing listening
and observation skills.Rhyme DetectivesHow it works: Read a short rhyming book or poem out loud to your child. Ask them to clap when they hear two words that rhyme, like “cat” and “hat” or “sun” and “fun.” Rhyming books work exceptionally well for this!Targeted skills: initial phoneme identification through rhymingWhy it’s wonderful for
kindergartners: This activity is fun, interactive, and great for bonding.Word PuzzleHow it works: Choose a familiar word, like “sun,” and say each sound separately (/s/ - /u/ - /n/). Ask your child to blend the sounds together to form the word. Then, show your child the word in a book or on a flashcard to connect sounds with letters.Targeted skill:
Phoneme blendingWhy it’s excellent for kindergartners: Combining sound blending with visual letters helps kindergarteners connect phonemic awareness to reading and early phonics.Treasure Chest of SoundsHow it works: Grab a small "treasure chest" (or any container) and fill it with objects that have 2-3 sounds, like a "pen," "hat," or "cup." Pull
an item from the chest, say its name slowly, and have your child tap once for each sound they hear. For example, with "pen," they should tap three times (/p/ - /e/ - /n/). This phonemic awareness activity helps children segment words by breaking them into individual sounds.Targeted skill: Phoneme segmentationWhy it’s great for kindergartners: The
treasure chest theme keeps kids engaged, and the tactile tapping supports their ability to focus on and separate each sound in a word.Sound HopHow it works: Say a word like “dog” and ask your child to take a hop for each sound. Once they’ve hopped the word out (/d/ - /o/ - /g/), ask them to take away the last sound and say what’s left as they hop
back to the starting point (they should say “do”). Try with words like “pan” and “bat.” Targeted skills: Phoneme segmentation, final phoneme deletionWhy it’s ideal for kindergartners: Adding physical movement makes the activity dynamic and engages their whole body, reinforcing learning in an active and memorable way.Adding a Sound
SurpriseHow it works: Say a sound, like /s/, and a word fragment, like “-at.” Ask your child what word it makes when they add the /s/ sound to “at” (answer: “sat”). Repeat with /m/ and “at” to make “mat.”Targeted skill: Phoneme additionWhy it’s excellent for kindergartners: This fun word-building phoneme awareness exercise shows how new words
are created, which supports early reading and spelling skills.Character Name ChangeHow it works: Ask your child to choose a favorite character from a book, like Peter Pan. Then, ask them what happens if they change the /p/ in “Pan” to /f/ (answer: “Fan”). This helps them practice substituting sounds to create new words.Targeted skill: Phoneme
substitutionWhy it’s great for kindergartners: It’s a playful way to reinforce sound substitution with familiar characters, adding an extra layer of enjoyment. Below are phonemic awareness activities designed to challenge 1st graders (ages 6-7) with more complex sound manipulation and wordplay.Sound SwitcherooHow it works: Say a word, like
“map,” and ask your child to change one sound to make a new word. For example, ask them to switch the /m/ to /1/ (to make “lap”). That is, ask them - “What word do you get if you swap the /m/ in “map” with /I/? You can increase the challenge by asking them to switch the letter in a particular position (like the ending sound). Targeted skill: Phoneme
substitutionWhy it’s perfect for 1st graders: This phonemic awareness activity helps kids practice swapping sounds to form new words, strengthening their ability to manipulate sounds and recognize patterns in words.Sound Treasure HuntHow it works: Hide small objects around the room, like a cup, sock, or toy car, and give clues based on sounds.
For example, say, “Find something that starts with /k/” (for “cup” or “car”). You can also ask for objects that end with specific sounds or rhyme with a particular word. Targeted skills: Phoneme isolation and categorizationWhy it’s great for 1st graders: The treasure hunt format is engaging and will encourage your child to apply phonemic awareness
skills to real objects, making learning hands-on and fun!Silly Sound StretchingHow it works: Pick a short word, like “bat,” and stretch each sound as you say it (e.g., “/b/ - /a/ - /t/”). Then, ask your child to add a sound to the beginning, middle, or end to make a new word. For example, add /s/ (to make “sat”) or /r/ to make “brat.” Targeted skill:
Phoneme additionWhy it’s ideal for 1st graders: This phonemic awareness activity helps first graders practice adding sounds to familiar words, supporting their reading and spelling development as they encounter more complex words.Jump to RhymeHow it works: Say a word, like “bat,” and ask your child to jump up each time they think of a rhyming
word (like “cat,” “rat,” or “mat”). Encourage them to continue with more rhymes until they run out of ideas! Targeted skill: Rhyming and phoneme substitutionWhy it’s great for 1st graders: The physical movement adds excitement, and generating rhymes helps them practice sound substitution and wordplay in a dynamic way.Mystery Sound BagHow
it works: Place a few small items in a bag, all with different sounds (e.g., key, pen, doll). Have your child pull out an item without looking and guess the object by feeling it. Then, ask them to say the first sound in the object’s name and think of another word that starts with that sound. Targeted skill: Phoneme isolationWhy it’s great for 1st graders: The
mystery element adds excitement, and isolating sounds helps build their ability to recognize and work with individual phonemes.Robot Talk RelayHow it works: Tell your child you’re going to talk like a robot by saying multisyllabic words in “robot talk,” breaking each word into its separate sounds. For example, say “/k/ - /a/ - /n/ for “can” or “/s/ - [t/ -
/al - /m/ - /p/” for “stamp.” Have them blend the sounds to guess the word. After a few turns, switch roles and let them be the “robot” by choosing a word to segment. You can take turns adding slightly longer words or tricky sounds to keep it challenging! Targeted skills: Phoneme blending and segmentationWhy it’s perfect for 1st graders: This activity
challenges first graders with longer words and more complex sounds, reinforcing their blending and segmenting skills.Parents and caregivers can easily implement many of the phonemic awareness activities above with Booka’s vast library of engaging stories, including rhyming books, picture books, and other kids’ learning books. In addition, Booka
offers Read To Me technology. This innovative feature allows your child to hear a book read out loud by a professional narrator.Listening to stories aloud is a powerful way to help children recognize sounds and patterns in language. And, with kid’s reading apps like Booka, children also get the added benefit of being able to follow along with the
printed words in a story. As a result, they can learn other crucial early literacy skills, like print concepts, at the same time.Download Booka today to give your child fun, daily opportunities to strengthen their early literacy skills at home! I firmly believe that play and hands-on activities are the best way for children to learn. Whether they are learning
new math concepts, or the skills needed to read, play based activities increase engagement and interest, and therefore learning and retention. This year in school I am teaching and focusing on a lot of small group phonemic awareness activities and things like alphabet games and letter recognition. I'm excited to share some of my favorite activities
that I have found. These skills are the building blocks to children learning to read. Teaching these skills doesn’t need to be stressful or overwhelming. Below I have gathered 55 fun, phonemic awareness activities including alphabet games and other activities to increase literacy skills. Start with letter recognition. Play games that allow children to get
their hands on the letters of the alphabet. They will soon learn that there is meaning to each of the letters and each letter makes a different sound. Once children recognize the letters and their connected sounds, you can move onto more reading skills such as rhyming and putting letters together to make words. As you look through the activities, pick
ones that you know your child will enjoy. Choose ones that you already have the materials on hand for. It doesn’t need to be expensive to teach these skills. As children explore the letters of the alphabet, I suggest saying the sound each letter makes, versus saying the name of the letter. This will help more as children learn to read. We all know our
ABCs, but the suggested order that the alphabet is taught in is (see chart below): Teaching the letters in this order gives a large range of words that children can create as they work through the alphabet. Word families, such as -at, -in, -ip and -in can all be created from the first six letter. However, if your children are young, or not yet in school,
simply exposing them to the letters and sometimes saying the letter sound as they play is great exposure. You’ll be surprised how much they’ll pick up. Try out the alphabet games and phonic activities below. Make the alphabet meaningful as children search around for each letter. You can hide the letters around the house or school and go for a
scavenger hunt. However, you can also simply search for each letter on signs and things that are already around. This is a really simple activity, but is was always one of my students favorites and required little to no prep. A free printable alphabet sheet is included. Click the link below the picture for more instructions. Letter Game Letter Game There
are lots of fun way to teach, and learn about the letters in the alphabet. Create a fishing game for young children to practice letter recognition in a fun, engaging and meaningful way. Free printable alphabet mats available to download. Easy Letter Game Take learning outside with this simple alphabet activity. You don’t need to prepare anything or
bring anything with you. Simply use nature to create each letter of the alphabet. This is also a great sensory activity for children. Outdoor Alphabet The Bunny Hop Alphabet Game plays almost like a board game where children hop their way through the alphabet. Hop the Alphabet Get little ones moving as they learn the alphabet with these ABC
Alphabet cards. Each letter of the alphabet holds a different movement that corresponds to the letter. ABC Alphabet Cards Work on children’s fine motor skills as they learn the formation of each letter with this alphabet lacing activity. Free printable lacing cards are included. Alphabet Lacing Cards Free playdough mats for learning letters A-Z
guaranteed to make learning hands-on! Playdough Mats Say the sound a letter makes and challenge children to find the letter on their Alphabet Bingo card. Move through the alphabet until they identify each letter. Alphabet Bingo Use an alphabet puzzle and this fun game to make learning letters and phonics hands on and fun. Alphabet Puzzle Game
I loved playing this game as a child! Add some learning to your child’s play by printing each letter of the alphabet on the pieces. Challenge children to find, and break, specific letters. Don’t Break the Ice Game If you have play dough on hand, then you will love these Alphabet Play Dough Mats. Make learning hands-on with these mats as children
create the letters of the alphabet by forming the letter with dough. Alphabet Mat Learning the alphabet has never been so much fun! Kids will love tracing letters with SLIME! Tracing Letters with Slime Your preschooler will have so much fun learning the alphabet with this ice cream upper and lower case letters matching game. Simply download the
free printable, cut out the cones and scoops of ice cream, and match the letters together! Ice Cream Letter Game Animal walks A to Z just might be one of the easiest ways to provide movement activities for kids with zero preparation. Whether you are in a classroom, need to burn off energy at home, or want fun strengthening exercises for kids, this
type of gross motor play is awesome! Animal Alphabet These Alphabet Crafts are a great idea for the classroom and homeschooling if you focus on one letter at a time. There are a variety of ideas of crafts you can make for each letter of the alphabet. Plus, they are adorable! Alphabet Crafts A-Z Make learning the alphabet fun with hands-on activities
like this Letter Recognition Sensory Bin! Letter Sensory Bin Learn the ABC’s and have some good ol’ squishy fun with this easy Alphabet Jello Sensory Bin! Alphabet Jello Sensory Activity Playing letter recognition games like this one is a fun way for your preschoolers and kindergarteners to practice learning the ABC’s Letter Recognition Game Using
Dab a Dot markers, students practice their letters in a hands on visual way. Dab a Dot Alphabet Worksheets I know my kids always loved playing with stickers. This simple Letter Match activity is easy and inexpensive to prepare. Children will love searching for matching letters and getting to play, and learn with stickers. Cardboard Roll Letter Match
Giving children the opportunity to play with and get their hands on the letters of the alphabet is important as they learn their letters and sounds. This art activity integrates the letters of the alphabet for children to play with and create. Letter Imprints This would be a great activity to try in the spring and summer and get kids outside and get their
hands on the alphabet. You only need a few simple materials and it makes a great sensory activity as well. Alphabet Beads Integrate learning the alphabet through play with this construction activity that will keep kids busy, playing, and learning. Alphabet Road Construction Use leftover Easter eggs to make this fun alphabet matching game. Egg
Alphabet Matching Game Kids of all ages will love this sensory alphabet scavenger hunt. Hide the letters and let children explore the shaving cream as they search for each letter of the alphabet. Alphabet Shaving Cream Letter Hunt Betty boo-boo is an easy, DIY learning game and letter matching activity to help your child match uppercase and
lowercase letters while building fine motor skills. Letter Matching This alphabet activity is a mix of a science experiment and a way to practice letters. It is simple to set up and will engage children for a long time. Challenge them to find the letters in order or look for certain sounds. Fizzy Alphabet Children can practice their math skills at the same
time as their letters with these Alphabet Pattern Block Printable mats. Alphabet Pattern Blocks This would be a great activity during the spring or summer. Kids will love working to get each of the letters out of the ice. ABC Excavation These jars are not only calming, they are a great way to learn the alphabet. Alphabet Sensory Bottles Alphabet
fishing fun! One way to use the cards is for matching upper and lower case letters. Free PDF download. Fishing ABC Activity Try an alphabet scavenger hunt with this printable sheet. Search for specific items or use the blank page to challenge children to find items for every letter of the alphabet. Alphabet Scavenger Hunt As children learn their
letters, they also need to learn how to print each of them. These tracing sheets are an easy way for children to practice. Alphabet Tracing Pages Exposure to letters will help children learn and recognize them. This alphabet painting activity includes fine motor, art and language. What a great combination! Letter Painting Preschool letter activities are
a great way for your little ones to get familiar with the alphabet in a fun and exciting way! Your preschoolers will enjoy these activities so much they probably won’t even realize they are learning. Preschool Letter Activities This Alphabet Match activity is simple, but perfect for young children learning their letters. Work to recognize and match upper
and lower case letters. Alphabet Match Practice the letters of the alphabet and animals with an easy and fun connection to character education and social emotional learning with this Kindness Zoo activity. Kindness Zoo Alphabet Coloring Pages Alphabet yoga is a great way to get kids moving as they practice the letters in the alphabet. Alphabet Yoga
Once children recognize their letter and letter sounds, you can start to move onto more phonic activities by focusing on the sounds the letters make, on their own and together. The phonics awareness activities in the post below are a collection of 5 activities that I did with several groups of students at school. Try saying letter sounds, versus letter
names and have them find the letter. These are all hands-on and engaging activities that will get kids excited to learn. A printable is available for FREE in Hands-On Teaching Ideas Resource Library. (Link at bottom of post). Phonemic Awareness Activity Phonemic Awareness Activity Alphabet Activity Kids will enjoy these hands-on alphabet clip cards
as they practice sounding out the pictures and finding the beginning sounds. Alphabet Wheel Learn letter recognition, letter case matching, letter sounds, and build fine motor skills with this fun, hands-on learning activity for preschoolers or kindergarteners! Fingerboard Letter Game Have fun teaching your child by using their name for these
activities. A chalkboard or white board would work well. The letters in your child’s name are the first they will learn and recognize. Use their letters as a starting point for knowing letter sounds. Letter Recognition Use hands on animal figures to sound out animal names and figure out beginning sounds. Farm Animal Beginning Sounds Game This
Alphabet Game would be great as a back to school activity, or as a review any time of year! Challenge children to find a school word for each letter of the alphabet. From staplers to crayons, this would make a great scavenger hunt type activity. Alphabet Game Use Easter eggs for this rhyming words activity. The eggs are great for any spring themed
activity, but they are easy to prepare and can be used year round. The eggs make it more fun for kids as a hands-on activity. Egg Rhyming Game This word building activity will have kids running and learning as they play! Roll and sound out the words that they make. Word Building Kids will love manipulating alphabet blocks to create words. Whether
you're looking for a hands-on activity for the classroom, or at home, this is a fun and engaging learning activity for young children. Free printables available! DIY Word Family Game Integrating art into an alphabet activity is a great, and easy way to engage children. Have children find and put together the letters in their name to create a beaded
name necklace. Beaded Name Necklace Use stickers to create beginning sound pancakes. Click link below for full activity ideas and instructions. Beginning Sounds Use plastic links to connect the letter to the picture beginning sound. Download the free printables to start practicing today. Mitten Beginning Sound Activity If you know a little one
interested in construction, use these construction themed activities to help reinforce letters and sounds. Construction Dig Letter Activity Play a rhyming game with paper plates. Grab the free printable of rhyming pictures to quickly prepare the activity. Rhyming Memory Game This sunflower beginning sound phonics and art activity is a great way to
practice beginning sounds - and make a beautiful flower. Sunflower Phonics Looking for a simple-to-use, hands-on alphabet activity for your students to work on beginning sounds? These beginning sounds letter match-up mats are for you! Beginning Sound Letter Match Start with the letters in your child’s name for this sensory, phonics activity.
Children can search for the letters to spell their name or search for all of the letters in the alphabet. Letters in My Name Looking for a simple beginning sounds alphabet activity? These pencil alphabet puzzles are going to be so helpful! Pencil Alphabet Puzzle I know a lot of kids who would love this activity! Find the beginning sound letter and
hammer it down. Hammering Beginning Sounds Finally, for another free printable, this Ocean Letter Find activity includes an adorable letter mat and ideas how to do this hands-on alphabet activity. Follow up with your child’s learning with this Alphabet Letter and Beginning Sounds Workbook. With fun, engaging activities to reinforce the learning
skills needed to help children read. For a limited time only, use coupon code “ABCdiscount” to get the product for the discounted price of $3.00. Ideal for classroom, homeschool or extra practice. Alphabet and Beginning Sounds Workbook Subscribe to Hands-On Teaching Ideas to gain access to my Free Resource Library. In the library you will find
lots of resources to print and use for your child’s learning. Subscribers are also the first to hear about latest blog post activities and promotions. Click here to subscribe. Subscribe to Hands-On Teaching Ideas If you are looking for more engaging learning activities for children, below are a few of my most popular and favorite activities to try at home
or school. From more phonemic awareness activities and writing lessons to story telling and printable worksheets and activities. Phonemic Awareness How to Teach Writing Success Criteria Phonemic awareness games may help your child read fluently. Research has shown that the quicker a child differentiates the sounds in a word, the faster they
understand. According to the National Reading Panel report on Teaching Children to Read, teaching kids phonemic awareness significantly improved their reading in various age groups and grades. Although phonemic awareness affects the reading ability of a child, it isn’t taught with the written word. It’s about listening to the spoken word and being
able to identify and manipulate the sounds in a word. Phonemic awareness breaks a single word into sounds. The child recognizes the beginning sound of the word and the individual sounds in the word. The child can then also manipulate the sounds to form a word by blending the sounds. If written words are used together with a phonemic awareness
activity, it may confuse the child. For example, the word off has two phonemes but is spelled with three letters. Phonics, however, focuses on the sounds of written words and the spelling thereof. Phonemic awareness is one aspect of phonological awareness. Where phonemic awareness focuses on the sound of word segments, phonological awareness
concentrates on the complete words. Words are strung together to create sentences. Below is a list of phonemic awareness games for pre-k, kindergarten/1st graders that focus on the three main aspects of phonemic awareness: listening, rhyming, and segmentation. We’ve added some games that include physical activity for the restless ones.
Although listening is an essential part of phonemic awareness, often young kids don’t know how. Teachers and parents shouldn’t assume the child knows how to listen; they need to be taught how to listen carefully to the sounds of a word. Equipment Needed: Nothing! A relaxing game for after lunch or when the class needs some quiet time. All the
kids lie on the floor without making a sound. They listen to the sounds around them and try to identify what they are hearing. Is it a door closing, a teacher’s voice, or a kid yawning? They aren’t allowed to use their eyes, only their ears. Talk about the sounds they hear. Be dramatic and overemphasize to add a fun element to the activity. Equipment
Needed: Mailbag for each child (create one from a paper bag) Copy of the song A set of 10 Beginning Sound Mail Envelopes for each child (cards that look like envelopes with pictures on each mail piece) The object of the game is to find all the mail that has an image of an item that begins with the same sound the kids heard at the end of the song.
Give each child a mailbag and spread out the envelopes in front of each child. Sing the song on the tune of “I'm a little Teapot” and insert the letter sound. Mail Delivery Song Lyrics (Lyric from Growing Book by Book) I deliver mail Rain or shine. If you put a stamp on, it will get there in time. Can you help me sort my mail today? Collect the ones that
start with  (insert letter sound) Equipment Needed: No extra equipment is needed The teacher sings a song with spelling out the sound syllables of each word. For example, “I'm thinking of a word named /c/ /a/ /t/, /c/ /a/ /t/. What is my word?” The kids respond by sing back, “Is that word that you're thinking called cat? Equipment Needed: No
equipment is needed The game teaches children to listen for a sound, to listen for the sounds in words, and to where it is coming from. The object of the game is to identify the animal’s sound and the direction it came from. The kids sit in a circle with the child who is ‘it’ lying with closed eyes in the middle of the circle. Another child moves to a place
in the room and pretends to be a cow. ‘It’ needs to identify the animal’s sound and where it is coming from. They point in the direction they hear the mooing coming from. If ‘it’ identifies the sound and points in the right direction, they go next in making a different animal sound from somewhere in the room. Equipment Needed: 3-4 One-inch cubes of
each color. Four or five different colored cubes. The object is to identify the different sounds by using colored blocks. The child chooses a block for each sound they hear. If the noise is repeated, they pick two blocks of the same color. For two different sounds, they will select two blocks one each of a different color. Increase the difficulty level for
more advanced play. Rhyming teaches children that sounds form patterns and have meanings. Most kids understand the concept of rhyme or learn very quickly how to rhyme. Equipment Needed: rhyming book, poem, or songs The goal is to familiarize kids with the rhyming concept. The more rhyme books, poems, and songs you read to the kids, the
better their understanding of rhyming. Be silly. Have fun. Rhyming, books, poems, and songs are fun ways to introduce rhyming to young kids. Exaggerate the rhymes to make them aware of the verse. The more fun you have, the more fun they will have, and the quicker they will grasp the rhyme concept. Equipment Needed: A bingo board for each
child. (Download free printable sheets here or create your own. The set contains 8 different Bingo boards.) Counters - Use buttons, candy, counting cubes, or crackers. Each kid receives a Bingo board and a handful of counters. Start with each child placing a piece on the free spot in the middle of the bingo board. The game rules are the same as those
of Bingo; you need five in a row or column to win. When you call out a word, the child searches for a picture on their board that rhymes with the word called. If they find one, they place a counter on it. For example, if you called ‘mat’ and there is a ‘cat’ picture on their board, they must identify it and place a counter on the cat picture. Obviously,
winners can eat their counters on the bingo row or column. Equipment Needed: A small box Cards with pictures of familiar rhyming words, e.g., cat/mat, box/socks, bear/chair. Have enough pictures so that everyone has a turn. The game is for kids who are familiar with the concept of rhyme. The object of the game is for children to take turns in
coming up with rhyming words. The kids sit in a circle. For an easy start, choose a child that is good at rhyming. Choose a card. If the card contains a picture of a bear, for example, say, “In my box, there is a bear.” The kid you chose needs to come up with a word that rhymes with bear-like chair or pear and say, “In my box, there is a chair,” for
example. If the kid came up with a rhyming word, pass the box to them to choose the next card. Equipment Needed: None required. The object of this phonemic awareness activity is to rhyme sounds. The focus is not on the words but on creating sounds that rhyme. Therefore, making up silly sounds that aren’t actual words, is allowed; it’s part of the
fun. Create new rhymes that the kids can fill in. Then give them a turn to make up their rhymes. For example, A hat on a...mat (or cat, bat, zat) A tree with a ...key (or sea, knee, bee, me) A bug in a ...mug (or hug or slug) A picture of a...fixture (or mixture, nicture) A variation to the game is to sing the rhymes a familiar song like Farmer in the Dell.
Equipment Needed: rhyming memory cards (Create your own or download printable memory cards here) Rhyme Memory is a variation of the classic Memory Game. Before you start the game, go through all the cards with the kids. Make sure they know what word fits with each card. For example, a bee is a bee, not a bug. Place the cards face down in
a grid. Start with a few cards for younger children and make the grid more complex for older children. The child turns over two cards and names the pictures they see. They must tell you if the two words rhyme or not. If the two words rhyme, they remove the two cards; if not, they turn over the cards, and it is the next child’s turn. Segmentation
activities teach children that words are made up of smaller parts according to their sounds. It also shows them how to group sounds to form words. Where listening teaches children to hear and identify words, segmentation teaches them to understand the individual sounds the words consist of. Equipment Needed: Stuffed or printable bumble bee for
kids to hold. The game teaches segmentation by using the names of the children. To familiarize the children with the individual sound syllables, they clap out the names focusing on each syllable in the name. The teacher walks around the circle and points to a child with the Bumble Bee toy or gives the Bumblebee for the child to hold, saying, “Bippity,
Boppity, Bumble Bee, will you say your name for me?” The child responds with their name. Then the class says her name out loud while clapping once for each syllable in the name. Next, the teacher tells them to whisper and soft-clap the syllables in the name. Lastly, the teacher thanks the child, “Bippity, boppity, bumble bee, thank you for saying
your name for me.” Repeat the process with each of the kids sitting in the circle. Variation to the game is having the kids take on the role of the bumblebee instead of the teacher. Equipment Needed: Kids should be familiar with the Old MacDonald song. The game teaches children to merge segmentations to form a word mentally. Tell the kids they
are going to learn a different version of the Old MacDonald song. Warn them it is a silly version. Start singing, “Old MacDonald had a farm, e-i-e-i-o. And on the farm, he had a/ / /.” Here the teacher introduces a different animal singing the word segments, e.g.,/ti/and /ger/. The kids immediately pick up the silly version and the introduction of a
different animal. Without realizing it, they merge the segments and form the word of the animal—tiger. Next, show them a picture of the animal, confirming that they figured out the correct animal. From fantasticfunandlearning.com Equipment Needed: Large foam or paper snowflakes for group activity Snowflake manipulatives for example,
snowflake sequins, foam snowflakes, white pompoms, or cotton balls Falling Snowflake Segmentation Mats (Download free printable snowflake mats here) Develop and strengthen their motor skills with this phonemic awareness activity. Use large snowflakes the kids can drop to the floor to help develop gross motor skills. Demonstrate to the kids how
the game works and then let them do it as a group. Say a word and drop a snowflake for each sound in the word. Start with two or three phoneme words. When they are comfortable playing in a group, help them strengthen their fine motor skill with the second part of the phonemic awareness activity. Kids can play individually or in small groups of
two to three. Give each group or kid snowflake manipulatives and a snowflake mat. The goal is for the kids to pull the snowflakes in the sky (top of the mat) down to earth (bottom of the mat)—one snowflake for each sound in a word. They start from the left and move to the right. Not all snowflakes will be used each time. Then they move the
snowflakes back into the sky for the next word. Equipment Needed: None A fun phonemic awareness activity that practices segmentation while being physically active. Give the kid a word that contains a maximum of four phonemes. The children must stand and touch first the head, then the shoulder, knees, and toes as they say each segment sound of
the word. For example, for the word sit, they will touch their head for s, their shoulders for I and their knees for t. Equipment Needed: Turtle Talk is a phonemic awareness activity that teaches listening skills and segmentation. The idea of the game is to help the child merge sounds to form a word and then to break the words up into sound segments.
Tommy (or Tammy), the Turtle, takes the lead. Remind the children that turtles talk just as slow as they move. Tommy Turtle doesn’t say the whole word at once but speaks one sound at a time. To understand what he is saying, the children must listen carefully and then merge the sounds to form the word. Use the word list and say one word at a time
with a pause between each phoneme. Use the counting cards for the next part of the game. After the kids formed the words, do the opposite. They must break the words up into sound segments and count the number of segments with the counting cards. Submitted on 15 January, 2021 What is Phonemic Awareness? To find the answer, we should first
understand what phonemic awareness is. It is basically the recognition that language is created by combining smaller units of sound known as phonemes. As young children learn to speak, they may not recognize the fact that words are not usually one sound but a combination of smaller sounds. Because spoken language tends to be fluid, kids will
often hear words and even phrases as a single auditory experience (“gimmeeahug” rather than “give me a hug”). Phonemic weakness has nothing to do with intelligence but frequently results in a reading or writing impediment. A Phonemic awareness program implemented at an early stage in language development can help to lessen these affects.
What Are Some Benefits of Learning Phonemic Awareness? Phonemic awareness comes naturally to many children, but to others difficulty in this area can lead to a lack of awareness of the connection between spoken word and print. Fortunately, science has proven that phonemic awareness can be successfully taught and learned. Teaching phonemic
awareness in early years can help children to develop into stronger readers and writers. Some benefits of phonemic instruction are improvement in the capability to isolate and distinguish individual sounds identify phonemes categorize sounds and recognize patterns divide phonemes in a word blend sounds together delete phonemes to form new
meanings change or manipulate phonemes Why Should Phonemic Awareness Be Linked to Reading? The most successful phonemic awareness activities will link oral phoneme recognition to the printed word, involving two senses simultaneously (auditory and visual). By seeing a letter, or later a written word as they sound it out, learners will form a
strong link between the two strands of language (oral and written). Online phonemic awareness programs utilize both auditory and visual components that allow a child to make use of their growing knowledge of the written alphabet with the sounds these letters represent. Soon the young learner will be able to play with both sounds and letters to
make up new words and to work back and forth between the two. What Is the Best Age to Learn Phonemic Awareness? Teaching phonemic awareness can begin when a child starts to make recognizable sounds. There are play-based activities that can be enjoyed with very young children available in online programs. Phonemic awareness activities
should be continued as a child learns more about spoken and written language. Learning to read involves a cluster of complex skills. To become a fluent decoder requires the acquisition of many new concepts, but phonemic awareness is one of the most fundamental and a foundation of our written and spoken language. Phonemic awareness games
may help your child read fluently. Research has shown that the quicker a child differentiates the sounds in a word, the faster they understand. According to the National Reading Panel report on Teaching Children to Read, teaching kids phonemic awareness significantly improved their reading in various age groups and grades. Although phonemic
awareness affects the reading ability of a child, it isn’t taught with the written word. It’s about listening to the spoken word and being able to identify and manipulate the sounds in a word. Phonemic awareness breaks a single word into sounds. The child recognizes the beginning sound of the word and the individual sounds in the word. The child can
then also manipulate the sounds to form a word by blending the sounds. If written words are used together with a phonemic awareness activity, it may confuse the child. For example, the word off has two phonemes but is spelled with three letters. Phonics, however, focuses on the sounds of written words and the spelling thereof. Phonemic awareness
is one aspect of phonological awareness. Where phonemic awareness focuses on the sound of word segments, phonological awareness concentrates on the complete words. Words are strung together to create sentences. Below is a list of phonemic awareness games for pre-k, kindergarten/1st graders that focus on the three main aspects of phonemic
awareness: listening, rhyming, and segmentation. We’ve added some games that include physical activity for the restless ones. Although listening is an essential part of phonemic awareness, often young kids don’t know how. Teachers and parents shouldn’t assume the child knows how to listen; they need to be taught how to listen carefully to the
sounds of a word. Equipment Needed: Nothing! A relaxing game for after lunch or when the class needs some quiet time. All the kids lie on the floor without making a sound. They listen to the sounds around them and try to identify what they are hearing. Is it a door closing, a teacher’s voice, or a kid yawning? They aren’t allowed to use their eyes,
only their ears. Talk about the sounds they hear. Be dramatic and overemphasize to add a fun element to the activity. Equipment Needed: Mailbag for each child (create one from a paper bag) Copy of the song A set of 10 Beginning Sound Mail Envelopes for each child (cards that look like envelopes with pictures on each mail piece) The object of the
game is to find all the mail that has an image of an item that begins with the same sound the kids heard at the end of the song. Give each child a mailbag and spread out the envelopes in front of each child. Sing the song on the tune of “I'm a little Teapot” and insert the letter sound. Mail Delivery Song Lyrics (Lyric from Growing Book by Book) I
deliver mail Rain or shine. If you put a stamp on, it will get there in time. Can you help me sort my mail today? Collect the ones that start with  (insert letter sound) Equipment Needed: No extra equipment is needed The teacher sings a song with spelling out the sound syllables of each word. For example, “I'm thinking of a word named /c/ /a/ /t/, /c/
/a/ /t/. What is my word?” The kids respond by sing back, “Is that word that you’re thinking called cat? Equipment Needed: No equipment is needed The game teaches children to listen for a sound, to listen for the sounds in words, and to where it is coming from. The object of the game is to identify the animal’s sound and the direction it came from.
The kids sit in a circle with the child who is ‘it’ lying with closed eyes in the middle of the circle. Another child moves to a place in the room and pretends to be a cow. ‘It’ needs to identify the animal’s sound and where it is coming from. They point in the direction they hear the mooing coming from. If ‘it’ identifies the sound and points in the right
direction, they go next in making a different animal sound from somewhere in the room. Equipment Needed: 3-4 One-inch cubes of each color. Four or five different colored cubes. The object is to identify the different sounds by using colored blocks. The child chooses a block for each sound they hear. If the noise is repeated, they pick two blocks of
the same color. For two different sounds, they will select two blocks one each of a different color. Increase the difficulty level for more advanced play. Rhyming teaches children that sounds form patterns and have meanings. Most kids understand the concept of rhyme or learn very quickly how to rhyme. Equipment Needed: rhyming book, poem, or
songs The goal is to familiarize kids with the rhyming concept. The more rhyme books, poems, and songs you read to the kids, the better their understanding of rhyming. Be silly. Have fun. Rhyming, books, poems, and songs are fun ways to introduce rhyming to young kids. Exaggerate the rhymes to make them aware of the verse. The more fun you
have, the more fun they will have, and the quicker they will grasp the rhyme concept. Equipment Needed: A bingo board for each child. (Download free printable sheets here or create your own. The set contains 8 different Bingo boards.) Counters - Use buttons, candy, counting cubes, or crackers. Each kid receives a Bingo board and a handful of
counters. Start with each child placing a piece on the free spot in the middle of the bingo board. The game rules are the same as those of Bingo; you need five in a row or column to win. When you call out a word, the child searches for a picture on their board that rhymes with the word called. If they find one, they place a counter on it. For example, if
you called ‘mat’ and there is a ‘cat’ picture on their board, they must identify it and place a counter on the cat picture. Obviously, winners can eat their counters on the bingo row or column. Equipment Needed: A small box Cards with pictures of familiar rhyming words, e.g., cat/mat, box/socks, bear/chair. Have enough pictures so that everyone has a
turn. The game is for kids who are familiar with the concept of rhyme. The object of the game is for children to take turns in coming up with rhyming words. The kids sit in a circle. For an easy start, choose a child that is good at rhyming. Choose a card. If the card contains a picture of a bear, for example, say, “In my box, there is a bear.” The kid you
chose needs to come up with a word that rhymes with bear-like chair or pear and say, “In my box, there is a chair,” for example. If the kid came up with a rhyming word, pass the box to them to choose the next card. Equipment Needed: None required. The object of this phonemic awareness activity is to rhyme sounds. The focus is not on the words
but on creating sounds that rhyme. Therefore, making up silly sounds that aren’t actual words, is allowed; it’s part of the fun. Create new rhymes that the kids can fill in. Then give them a turn to make up their rhymes. For example, A hat on a...mat (or cat, bat, zat) A tree with a ...key (or sea, knee, bee, me) A bug in a ...mug (or hug or slug) A picture
of a...fixture (or mixture, nicture) A variation to the game is to sing the rhymes a familiar song like Farmer in the Dell. Equipment Needed: rhyming memory cards (Create your own or download printable memory cards here) Rhyme Memory is a variation of the classic Memory Game. Before you start the game, go through all the cards with the kids.
Make sure they know what word fits with each card. For example, a bee is a bee, not a bug. Place the cards face down in a grid. Start with a few cards for younger children and make the grid more complex for older children. The child turns over two cards and names the pictures they see. They must tell you if the two words rhyme or not. If the two
words rhyme, they remove the two cards; if not, they turn over the cards, and it is the next child’s turn. Segmentation activities teach children that words are made up of smaller parts according to their sounds. It also shows them how to group sounds to form words. Where listening teaches children to hear and identify words, segmentation teaches
them to understand the individual sounds the words consist of. Equipment Needed: Stuffed or printable bumble bee for kids to hold. The game teaches segmentation by using the names of the children. To familiarize the children with the individual sound syllables, they clap out the names focusing on each syllable in the name. The teacher walks
around the circle and points to a child with the Bumble Bee toy or gives the Bumblebee for the child to hold, saying, “Bippity, Boppity, Bumble Bee, will you say your name for me?” The child responds with their name. Then the class says her name out loud while clapping once for each syllable in the name. Next, the teacher tells them to whisper and
soft-clap the syllables in the name. Lastly, the teacher thanks the child, “Bippity, boppity, bumble bee, thank you for saying your name for me.” Repeat the process with each of the kids sitting in the circle. Variation to the game is having the kids take on the role of the bumblebee instead of the teacher. Equipment Needed: Kids should be familiar with
the Old MacDonald song. The game teaches children to merge segmentations to form a word mentally. Tell the kids they are going to learn a different version of the Old MacDonald song. Warn them it is a silly version. Start singing, “Old MacDonald had a farm, e-i-e-i-o. And on the farm, he had a / / /.” Here the teacher introduces a different animal
singing the word segments, e.g.,/ti/and /ger/. The kids immediately pick up the silly version and the introduction of a different animal. Without realizing it, they merge the segments and form the word of the animal—tiger. Next, show them a picture of the animal, confirming that they figured out the correct animal. From fantasticfunandlearning.com
Equipment Needed: Large foam or paper snowflakes for group activity Snowflake manipulatives for example, snowflake sequins, foam snowflakes, white pompoms, or cotton balls Falling Snowflake Segmentation Mats (Download free printable snowflake mats here) Develop and strengthen their motor skills with this phonemic awareness activity. Use
large snowflakes the kids can drop to the floor to help develop gross motor skills. Demonstrate to the kids how the game works and then let them do it as a group. Say a word and drop a snowflake for each sound in the word. Start with two or three phoneme words. When they are comfortable playing in a group, help them strengthen their fine motor
skill with the second part of the phonemic awareness activity. Kids can play individually or in small groups of two to three. Give each group or kid snowflake manipulatives and a snowflake mat. The goal is for the kids to pull the snowflakes in the sky (top of the mat) down to earth (bottom of the mat)—one snowflake for each sound in a word. They
start from the left and move to the right. Not all snowflakes will be used each time. Then they move the snowflakes back into the sky for the next word. Equipment Needed: None A fun phonemic awareness activity that practices segmentation while being physically active. Give the kid a word that contains a maximum of four phonemes. The children
must stand and touch first the head, then the shoulder, knees, and toes as they say each segment sound of the word. For example, for the word sit, they will touch their head for s, their shoulders for I and their knees for t. Equipment Needed: Turtle Talk is a phonemic awareness activity that teaches listening skills and segmentation. The idea of the
game is to help the child merge sounds to form a word and then to break the words up into sound segments. Tommy (or Tammy), the Turtle, takes the lead. Remind the children that turtles talk just as slow as they move. Tommy Turtle doesn’t say the whole word at once but speaks one sound at a time. To understand what he is saying, the children
must listen carefully and then merge the sounds to form the word. Use the word list and say one word at a time with a pause between each phoneme. Use the counting cards for the next part of the game. After the kids formed the words, do the opposite. They must break the words up into sound segments and count the number of segments with the
counting cards. 7 Super Easy Phonemic Awareness Activities Your Students Will Love These 7 easy but effective phonemic awareness activities and games are must-haves in your reading instruction! Building phonemic awareness skills is essential, but it’s hard to find engaging phonological awareness activities that actually work. These activities will



help you target those essential skills while still helping your students have fun! Phonemic awareness games that are super simple, and super fun! Whenever my students hit a brick wall and stop progressing, that’s my huge sign in flashing lights that I need to take a step back and focus on phonemic awareness. Throughout my teaching, I've witnessed
the impact of phonemic awareness activities in developing strong reading foundations. It does wonders! (especially when paired with phonics) Phonemic awareness is the missing link for so many struggling readers. Studies show that in 9 out of 10 cases of reading difficulties, a phonological core deficit is the main culprit. They Need Phonemic
Awareness People used to think that you only need to know letter sounds or memorize sight words to read. They didn’t realize that there is a COMPLEX process going on each time a student learns a new word: Orthographic Mapping- how your brain turns a new word into an automatic sight word. At the very core of orthographic mapping is phonemic
awareness. It is the first building block of reading and without it, students will never learn sight words efficiently. (Read more about orthographic mapping here). How do I get them to WANT to practice? Reading words is exciting. Practicing sounds can be a little... underwhelming. Especially if the kids don’t understand how it relates to reading. I've
got two ideas for you. Teach them that there are two steps to reading: (1) learning sounds, and (2) learning letters. To be the best reader you can be, you need to learn both. Then, play GAMES! Phonemic awareness can be fun! Add a smidge of creativity, a sprinkle of competitiveness, and BAM. It will be their favorite part of the day. Bonus: because
phonemic awareness deals only with spoken sounds, it’s an opportunity to do some easy no-prep activities (without creating or printing anything). It can be so easy! 7 phonemic awareness activities to help your students enjoy learning! The Best Phonemic Awareness Activities So, let’s dive into some super fun and engaging phonemic awareness
activities! All of these activities use science-backed strategies that will boost your students’ reading skills. I'm so excited for you to try them out! (find more strategies for practicing phonemic awareness here!). Kids getting rowdy standing in line? Here’s a quick phonemic awareness game to stave off mass chaos. 1. Phoneme I Spy This game has SO
many different variations! Plus it is great as a time filler for transitions or blank time because it has ZERO prep! Play the normal “I Spy” game but instead of using a color as a clue, use different reading skills! For example... I spy something that starts with the sound /b/ I spy something that ends in the sound /g/ I spy something that rhymes with the
word “hike” I spy something that has 3 syllables Mischievous kiddos LOVE trying to trick the teacher with this phonemic awareness game. 2. Guess My Word Segmenting This is another great time-filler game with no prep involved. It is awesome for practicing blending and segmenting skills. Think of a word. (ex: dog) Say the sounds in the word out
loud. (ex: /d/ /o/ /g/) Let the child guess what word it is. Try using longer and longer words. For younger kids: break it into compound words or syllables (ex: /hot/ /dog/ or /um/ /brel/ /la/) For older kids: let THEM choose the mystery word and give you the sound clues to guess the word! This is a FANTASTIC way to build phonemic awareness (which is
essential to reading success)! You start by giving the “clues” as the sounds in the word, and then the student tries to guess what word it is. For example: “My word has the sounds /b/ /u/ /g/. Can you guess what word it is?” Students guess the word “bug” When students get good at this, you can switch roles and have them choose a word and give you
the sounds for you to guess! Great for practicing blending AND segmenting! Harness the power of competition to get your kids pumped for phonemic awareness practice. 3. Rhyme War One more zero-prep game idea! It’s a great way to get students to practice getting a feel for rhyming words. Have one person say the starting word. The next person
says a word that rhymes with that word. Take turns going back and forth until someone can’t think of a new rhyme. The last person to think of a rhyme wins! Let your kiddos squish their little fingers into some playdough- it will make learning even more powerful! 4. Playdough Smash Phoneme Identification This phonemic awareness game is a great
way to add multisensory learning AND engagement to your phonemic awareness practice. This kids loooove the playdough! Start with 3 dots (or empty squares or soundboxes) in front of the student. Place 1 ball of playdough under the sound you are isolating (under the first dot if you are practicing beginning sounds, middle dot for middle sounds,
and the last dot for ending sounds). Say a word (optional: show a picture of the word too). Students say each sound they hear in the word, but smash the playdough ball as they say the target sound. Then they say what the target sound is (beginning, middle, or ending) as they point to the smashed playdough ball. (Here’s another post with a way to
make play dough into a fun phonics activity). Keep these phonemic awareness task cards on hand for the next time your dog eats your lesson plans. @ Hot Tip: Phonemic Awareness Task Card Activities This one goes along with the playdough smash! These phonemic awareness task cards are perfect for identifying beginning, middle, and ending
sounds (plus ALL of the other essential phonemic awareness skills). Use them on their own, OR add playdough. Task Cards + Playdough: Print and laminate the task cards. Roll balls of playdough & place them on the dots. Smoosh, swap, or take away the playdough balls as you do the activities! Enjoy a little nostalgia with this classic game- turned
phonemic awareness style. 5. Phoneme Manipulation Telephone Pass Often the higher phonemic awareness skill of phoneme manipulation (addition, deletion, substitution) gets overlooked and skipped-but it is just as essential! This game is great for identifying and manipulating sounds in words. Start by saying a word. Then tell the students to make
one change to the word (adding, taking away, or changing a sound) and say the new word. Then the student tells YOU one change to make to the word and you say the new word. Keep taking turns telling the other person what sounds to change. See how different you can make the final word from the original word! Counting phonemes is so much
more fun with these cute poppers you can grab on Amazon! 6. Counting Sounds on Poppers These fun little gadgets are super satisfying to play with and are a great way to add multisensory learning into your phonemic awareness practice. You can get these mini poppers I like to use on Amazon for a good price! Segmenting with Poppers: Say a word
“Pop” a bubble for each sound in the word Go back and count how many bubbles are popped to see how many sounds are in the word Poppers are also great for word mapping practice, like I show you in this blog post! Put your feet up and let the binder do the work for you. (Grab it here- Phonemic Awareness Intervention Binder) 7. No-Prep
Phonemic Awareness Activities Sometimes teaching gets hectic and you just need some print-&-go activities that you do not have to prep at all! That’s where these intervention binders come in handy. Just print, slip into page protectors, stick in a binder, and you have ready-to-go phonemic awareness practice. Click here to check out my Print-&-Teach
Phonemic Awareness Intervention Binder! Print, slip into a binder, and do a happy dance because this Phonemic Awareness Binder is as easy as it gets. Not only are these activities fun and engaging, but they also build phonemic awareness skills that are crucial for a strong reading foundation for life. It’s a win-win! So the next time your students run
into that brick wall, don’t get discouraged. Instead, bust out these phonemic awareness activities and games to get them back on the road to reading.



