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Topical EncyclopediaThe attributes of God are the inherent characteristics and qualities that define the nature and essence of God as revealed in the Bible. These attributes are foundational to understanding who God is and how He interacts with His creation. The Bible provides a comprehensive picture of God's attributes, which can be categorized
into communicable and incommunicable attributes.Incommunicable Attributesl. Aseity: God's self-existence and independence from His creation. He is the uncaused cause, existing eternally without dependence on anything outside Himself. "Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting
You are God" (Psalm 90:2).2. Immutability: God's unchanging nature. He is constant and does not change in His essence, character, or promises. "I, the LORD, do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed" (Malachi 3:6).3. Eternity: God's existence beyond time. He has no beginning or end and transcends temporal limitations. "But
You, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; Your renown endures to all generations" (Psalm 102:12).4. Omnipresence: God's presence in all places at all times. He is not confined by spatial limitations. "Where can I go to escape Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence?" (Psalm 139:7).5. Omniscience: God's complete and perfect knowledge. He
knows all things, past, present, and future, including the thoughts and intentions of the heart. "Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit" (Psalm 147:5).6. Omnipotence: God's all-powerful nature. He is able to accomplish His will without any limitations. "For nothing will be impossible with God" (Luke 1:37).Communicable
Attributes1. Holiness: God's absolute purity and moral perfection. He is set apart from sin and is the standard of righteousness. "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth" (Isaiah 6:3).2. Love: God's self-giving and sacrificial nature. His love is unconditional and is demonstrated supremely in the sending of His Son. "God is
love" (1 John 4:8).3. Mercy: God's compassion and kindness towards those in distress. He is patient and forgiving, withholding the punishment deserved. "The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in loving devotion" (Psalm 103:8).4. Justice: God's commitment to righteousness and fairness. He upholds His moral law and
ensures that justice is executed. "For the LORD is righteous; He loves justice. The upright will see His face" (Psalm 11:7).5. Truthfulness: God's faithfulness and reliability. He is the source of all truth and cannot lie. "God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should change His mind" (Numbers 23:19).6. Wisdom: God's perfect
application of knowledge. He knows the best means to achieve the best ends. "Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments, and untraceable His ways!" (Romans 11:33).These attributes, while distinct, are perfectly unified in the being of God. They provide a framework for understanding His
actions and character as revealed in Scripture. Each attribute reflects the divine nature and is essential for a comprehensive understanding of who God is. The concept of rest is central to the Bible’s teachings, from God resting on the seventh day after Creation to Jesus promising rest for the weary, references to rest permeate Scripture. If you're
short on time, here’s a quick answer to your question: the word ‘rest’ and its variants appear over 230 times in the Bible. There are over 800 instances where the Bible mentions or discusses rest. In this comprehensive article, we will examine the many biblical mentions of rest. We’ll look at the Hebrew and Greek words translated as ‘rest,” do a book-
by-book tally of rest references, analyze major ‘rest’ passages, and reflect on the theological significance of rest in the biblical narrative. Defining ‘Rest’ in the Original Biblical Languages The Hebrew Word ‘Nuach’ The primary Hebrew word translated as “rest” in the Old Testament is “nuach.” This word has a range of meanings including to settle
down, be quiet, and have rest. It is often used to describe God resting after the work of creation (Genesis 2:2-3). The concept of rest expressed by “nuach” includes ceasing work and finding refreshment. It can refer to a physical rest, like resting from labor, as well as a more abstract rest, like resting from enemies or troubles (2 Samuel 7:1, Job 3:13).
Overall, the Hebrew notion of “nuach” rest involves peace, tranquility, and renewal. The Greek Word ‘Anapausis’ In the New Testament, the Greek word most often translated as “rest” is “anapausis.” This word means to refresh or revive. It is related to the idea of taking a break from exertion. “Anapausis” rest refreshes a person and renews their
strength. Jesus used this word when He promised rest for those who are weary and burdened (Matthew 11:28-30). The author of Hebrews also connects “anapausis” rest with ceasing from work, as God rested from His labors on the seventh day (Hebrews 4:1-11). So the Greek notion of rest entails stopping regular work and activities in order to renew
your spirit and body. Analysis of Key Bible Passages on ‘Rest’ Genesis 2: God Rested on the Seventh Day The first mention of rest in the Bible is in Genesis 2, which describes God resting on the seventh day after his work of creation. Genesis 2:2-3 states, “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he
rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” This passage establishes the pattern of working for six days and then observing a Sabbath day of rest, which was later codified as one of the Ten Commandments. God’s rest on the seventh day shows
that he desires for human beings to set aside regular times of rest and renewal. Even though God is all-powerful, he chose to model the behavior of stopping work and focusing on renewal. The Sabbath rest allows time for worship, family, and appreciating God’s creation. Matthew 11:28: Jesus’ Offer of Rest In the New Testament, Jesus invites all who
are weary and burdened to come to him for rest. Matthew 11:28 states, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” This rest that Jesus offers is in contrast to the demanding religious rituals of his day. His “yoke is easy” and his burden is light (Matthew 11:30). Jesus provides rest on two levels. He gives us spiritual rest
from the burdens of sin, guilt, and trying to justify ourselves before God. When we trust in him, we experience “peace with God” (Romans 5:1). He also promises future eschatological rest, when believers will enter the eternal rest of heaven and the new creation, free from sin, suffering, and all burdens. Hebrews 4: The Promise of Rest in God The
book of Hebrews picks up the theme of God’s promised rest. Hebrews 4:1-11 warns believers to avoid missing out on God’s “Sabbath-rest” through disobedience and lack of faith. Although Joshua led the Israelites into Canaan, the ultimate rest for God’s people was still future. Hebrews 4:9-10 associates this rest with stopping work, as God did on the
seventh day of creation. For Christians, God’s rest includes resting from works we do trying to earn salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). It also points forward to the eternal rest awaiting believers, who will rest from earthly labors and enter the joy of their Master (Matthew 25:21). The promised rest gives hope and encouragement to persevere through trials.
So the theme of rest winds through Scripture, from God resting at creation, to Jesus’ offer of rest for the weary, to the promise of eternal rest in Hebrews. God created mankind for relationship with him, which brings true spiritual rest now and forever. The Theological Significance of ‘Rest’ in Scripture The concept of ‘rest’ is profoundly significant in
the Bible, being mentioned over 250 times across both the Old and New Testaments. At its core, biblical rest refers to ceasing from labor and finding spiritual refreshment in God. Here are some of the key ways that ‘rest’ theologically shapes Scripture: God Rested on the Seventh Day of Creation In Genesis 2:2, we read that “on the seventh day God
finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.” This establishes that rest is intrinsic to God’s own nature. If even a perfect God chose to rest, how much more should imperfect humans value rest! The Sabbath as a Day of Sacred Rest God instituted the Sabbath, commanding the Israelites to
observe it as a holy day of rest (Exodus 20:8-11). Practicing Sabbath-keeping reminded God’s people that He is the source of all blessing and provision - not human works. Jesus Christ as the Ultimate Rest When urging people to take His yoke upon themselves, Jesus declared, “I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28-30). Christ Himself is the spiritual
rest found in a right relationship with God. This theme continues in Hebrews 4 as the author explains how those who trust in Christ enter God’s “Sabbath-rest” (Hebrews 4:9). Heaven as Eternal Rest The hope of resting in God’s presence forever in heaven is a repeated biblical theme. In Revelation 14:13, for example, tribulation saints are promised
they will “rest from their labor.” Their striving is over, but joyful service to the Lamb begins. What a glorious eternal rest lies ahead for God’s people! Conclusion As we have seen, the concept of rest winds deeply through Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. Over 230 times, the biblical text references finding rest in God. Clearly, physical and
spiritual rest is central to the Bible’s overall message. We serve a God that is beyond our comprehension in every way. If every person on the planet dedicated all their days to writing about the attributes of God, we would still never be able to describe them all.So, in this article, we won't try to create a comprehensive list. Instead, we will look at what
attributes God tells us about himself in the Bible.In other words, how does he describe himself? What does he want us to know about him? I believe a few that he purposefully shows us will act as the foundation for all other attributes of him.God wants us to know that he is omnipotent, meaning that he is infinite in power. He can do anything at any
moment. Nothing and no one is stronger than him. He can blink and create a new galaxy. He can sneeze and erase existence. Whatever he thinks, whatever he wants, he is capable of doing.Jesus himself tells us, "For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37, ESV). If you truly believed that nothing was impossible for God, that he had all power
in his hands, how would you live differently?2. God Is Infinite in KnowledgeGod tells us that he is omniscient or infinite in knowledge. He knows everything, all at once. God knows every thought in every human at every moment while simultaneously knowing what is happening with stars and planets a billion lightyears away.He knows every cell's
movement on the bottom of the deepest ocean and every snowflake’s pattern on the top of the highest mountain. Every nanosecond that passes, he did not miss.Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether (Psalm 139:4, ESV).He wants you to know that he knows you better than you know yourself.3. God Is Everywhere
at Every MomentGod is omnipresent, meaning he is everywhere at the same time. He does not just know what is happening. He is there. He is not bound by space or matter, or time.He can be with you as you read this article and be with me as I write it. He does not leave you, does not lose you. He is in all of the time at the same time.If I go up to the
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there (Psalm 139:8).God is everlasting, meaning you can go an infinite amount of time in the past, and God is there. You can then travel an endless amount of time in the future, and God is still there. He has no beginning and no end. Every moment to him is the present moment for him.He
can give you 100% of his attention and be with you every moment. Notice in John 8:58, Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth before Abraham was even born, I am!” (NLT).He said, "Before Abraham was," talking about the past, then shifts and says, "I am" in the present. Our history and future are in the present before God.God can do all things for you.
He knows what is going on in your mind, heart, and life. God is there with you, and you have his complete attention. He is all-mighty and yet all personable.What a wonderfully powerful and intimate God we have!4. God Is GoodEverything God ever has done has been good. He can't not be good. He is the definition of goodness.Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows (James 1:17).Is something good? Then it came from God. Did you breathe today? That is because God is good. Did you eat food this week? That is because He is good.Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes
refuge in him (Psalm 34:8).Did you laugh? That's because he is good and gives you the ability to laugh. Did you cry? That is because he is good and gives your body the ability to release the pain you feel.One foundational block of our faith is that God is good all the time, no matter what. So, when we read the Bible, we have to approach it with this
underlining truth.When I see a situation in the Bible or in my life that doesn't seem good to me, I have to stop myself and say, "The truth is that God is still good." Then I pray, "God show me how you are good in this situation."God does not withhold his goodness. Psalm 84:11 says, "... no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is
blameless." He is good to all, even those who do not deserve it. Psalm 145:9 says, "The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made."God isn't just infinitely powerful and present, but infinitely good as well.5. God Is Love]Just like God is the definition of goodness, He is the very essence of love as well."Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love (1 John 4:8).Love is not something that God has. It is something that he is. Every action he does is love itself. So once again, in the broad mystery of life, I must have the bedrock of my faith be that "God is love" and not "God is loving."They seem similar, but there is a difference. One is an action. One is a being. Humans
can be loving somedays and mean other days. But God is love, and there has never been nor will ever be a day when he ceases to be love itself.This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10).6. God Is JustGod is perfect love, and He is perfectly just. He tells us this himself in
Isaiah 61:8, "For I, the Lord, love justice..." and that in Isaiah 30:18, "Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him" (ESV).Sometimes, in Scripture, we can see choices God made and think, "That doesn't seem
right? Why did God tell Israel to kill that enemy nation? Shouldn't he have said to go love them?"Many people offer a solution to this by saying, "Well, that was God in the Old Testament. Now we have Jesus." Almost as if God took a 180-degree personality change in the pages between the Old and New Testaments.I dislike this answer because the
Bible tells us that God never changes in Malachi 3:6. We also know that Jesus is God, so he was in heaven with the Father even in the Old Testament.Every choice God made in the Old Testament is the choice Jesus made as well. Jesus tells us that he is eternal and never changes in Hebrews 13:8. In the New Testament, the Jesus we see is the same
God we see in the Old Testament.A better answer is that God is just no matter what and if he is all-knowing and all present, he can see an eternal we cannot.Imagine a Judge who knows all of the facts, saw every single possible piece of evidence, was in the room as a witness when the crime happened, can read the minds of everyone involved, and
loves you more than anyone on the planet loves you.Would you trust him to make the proper judgment that is both just and loving? Absolutely!lt is okay to say, "God, I don't understand." But we cannot submit him to our limited view of justice. Instead, we must realize, he is good, loving, and just.7. God Is JesusWant to know more attributes of God?
Look at Jesus. Jesus said that if we have seen him, we have seen the Father (John 14:9.) So, look at the life of Christ, and you will see the attributes of God.Is Jesus merciful? Then God is merciful. Is Jesus kind? Then God is kind. Is Jesus a healer? Then God is a healer. Is Jesus perfect, holy, and sinless? Then so is our God.Whatever attributes you see in
Jesus, God shares as well because Jesus is God. So, whenever you want to learn more about the characteristics of God, look upon Jesus to find your answers.For further reading:What Are the Most Important Things to Understand about the Nature of God?Is Nothing Really Impossible for God?What Does it Mean God Is Good?What Does it Mean That
God Is Just?Photo Credit: ©iStock/Getty Images Plus/tomertuTaylor Jensen is a missionary, pastor, and world traveler. His passion is to help equip believers with practical ways to ignite their faith and bring Jesus into the world around them. That is the goal of his personal blog Fireplace Faith. Want to Learn How to Hear God's Voice?

Subscribe here to get his Free Ebook “8 Biblical Ways to Hear God's Voice.” Reach out to him any time through his blog or through his social media accounts @taylorcjensen. “O, taste and see that the Lord is good” - Psalm 34:8According to Tozer, the goodness of God “disposes Him to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of good will toward men. He
is tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, and His unfailing attitude toward all moral beings is open, frank, and friendly. By His nature He is inclined to bestow blessedness and He takes holy pleasure in the happiness of His people.”Just like his other attributes, God’s goodness exists within his immutability and infinite nature so that he is unchangingly,
always good. His mercy flows from his goodness. “In his goodness to us, we see that He has purposed to be good in a special way to his people” (Ligonier.com).As with God’s other perfect attributes, Christians find it easier to affirm the goodness of God when things are going well. When life takes a nosedive, though, that’s when we begin to question
God’s goodness to and for us.When the Psalmist writes, “O, taste and see that the Lord is good,” (Psalm 34), He is inviting us not just to believe that God is good but to experience God’s goodness. And, interestingly, as Desiring God writer Andrew Wilson notes in his article on the subject of God’s goodness, “the psalmist affirms his experience of God’s
goodness from a place of suffering. In verse 19, he makes the remarkable announcement, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous.” Even with a good God, who is sovereign over everything and has the power to do whatever he likes, good people still suffer. His punchline, though, comes in the next phrase: “but Yahweh delivers him out of them all.”
Evil happens, but “none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned” (34:22).Image Credit: © Thinkstock The Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors'
FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections
captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered Creativity For thousands of years, humanity has pondered the nature and characteristics of God. Most major religions describe God
as supremely powerful, completely good, and all-knowing. In this in-depth article, we will explore the 3 defining traits that set God apart: omnipotence, omnibenevolence, and omniscience. God is Omnipotent The Unlimited Power of God The omnipotence of God refers to His absolute power and authority over all creation. As the creator of the
universe, God has unlimited might and ability to do all that He desires. There is nothing too difficult for Him and no limit to what He can accomplish (Jeremiah 32:17). God’s power is infinite, transcending all bounds and restrictions. He possesses complete control over nature, history, and human affairs to work His sovereign will. Throughout
Scripture, God’s omnipotence is celebrated and displayed through accounts of miraculous signs and wonders. Evidence of God’s Omnipotence in Scripture All throughout the Bible, we find demonstrations of God’s limitless power. Here are some examples: God created the entire universe out of nothing (Genesis 1:1). God parted the Red Sea to deliver
the Israelites from Egypt (Exodus 14:21-22). God caused the sun to stand still for Joshua in battle (Joshua 10:12-14). God shut the mouths of lions to protect Daniel (Daniel 6:22). God healed the sick and raised the dead through Jesus (Matthew 8:5-13, John 11:43-44). God supernaturally empowered the early church beyond expectation (Acts 2:41).
Truly nothing is beyond the capability of our Almighty God! God’s Power Over Nature As the creator of heaven and earth, God has absolute authority over the natural world. Scripture shows that all nature bends to the will of God: God caused floodwaters to cover the earth in Noah’s day (Genesis 7:11-12). God brought plagues upon Egypt like turning
the Nile to blood (Exodus 7:14-24). God made the sun stand still for a full day in Joshua’s battle (Joshua 10:12-13). Jesus calmed a raging storm with a word (Mark 4:35-41). God will rearrange the cosmos in the end times (Revelation 6:12-14). As the omnipotent Creator, all the forces of nature are at God’s command to accomplish His purposes. God’s
Power Over Human Affairs In addition to the natural world, God’s supreme authority extends over nations, rulers, and human events. Many examples in Scripture reveal how God orchestrates history and human activity to fulfill His will: God caused Pharaoh to oppose Moses before the Exodus (Exodus 3:19-20). God appointed rulers and brought
kingdoms to power (Daniel 2:21, Romans 13:1). God frustrates the schemes of the wicked (Nehemiah 4:15, Psalm 33:10). God works every circumstance for good for believers (Romans 8:28). Jesus has power over disease, demons, nature, and death (Matthew 8-9, Mark 4:35-5:43). God empowers His church to spread the gospel worldwide (Acts 1:8).
What an awesome God we serve! He holds supreme power over all things and providentially guides the course of history for the fulfillment of His perfect will. When confronted with the chaotic and confusing events of life, we can take refuge in the omnipotent God who causes all things to work together for good for those who love Him (Romans 8:28).
He will accomplish His wise and loving purposes for His glory in His perfect timing. God is Omnibenevolent God’s benevolence refers to His perfect goodness, love, mercy, and care for all creation. As an omnibenevolent being, God desires the happiness, well-being, and salvation of all people. He is the epitome of moral excellence. The Perfect
Goodness of God Theologians have long upheld God’s attribute of omnibenevolence. As a maximally great being, God must be perfectly good, kind, and generous. His motives, intentions, and actions are always directed by His morally excellent nature. Unlike humans, God has no flaws in character that lead to defects in love. His benevolence stems
from His holy essence. God’s Love and Mercy The Bible frequently speaks of God’s steadfast love and compassion. He cares tenderly for His people, like a loving father (Psalm 103:13). His mercies are endless; He is slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness (Psalm 86:15). Even when His people stray, God eagerly awaits their return so He can
lavish them with undeserved grace. Evidence of God’s Goodness in Scripture All throughout Scripture, we see demonstrations of God’s benevolence. From the creation account to Christ’s death on the cross, God pursues the well-being and salvation of humanity. For example: God created a good world for humans to inhabit (Genesis 1) He delivers His
people from oppression (Exodus 3-14) He heals sickness and disease (Luke 4:38-44) He seeks and saves the lost (Luke 19:10) Responses to the Problem of Evil The presence of suffering and evil in the world poses a challenge to God’s benevolence. However, theologians have offered thoughtful explanations for why God allows evil without denying His
goodness, such as: Moral evil results from human free will. Natural evil brings people together and produces virtues like courage. God uses suffering to draw people to salvation (Romans 8:28). God will eradicate all evil in due time (Revelation 21:4). While evil remains perplexing, we can trust that God has morally sufficient reasons for allowing it
within His wise and loving plan. His benevolence remains intact. God is Omniscient God’s omniscience refers to His all-encompassing knowledge. As an eternal, infinite, and almighty Being, God knows everything that can be known. His knowledge stretches across time and space to encompass all things - past, present, and future. The All-
Encompassing Knowledge of God God’s knowledge is total and complete. He knows all actual and potential events, all truths about reality, and even the secret thoughts and intentions of every person. As Psalms 147:5 (NIV) says, “Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.” Unlike humans whose knowledge is limited, God’s
understanding is infinite. He knows the exact number of hairs on every person’s head (Matthew 10:30) and observes the minute details of nature, down to each sparrow that falls (Matthew 10:29). God’s Foreknowledge and Divine Plan One major aspect of God’s omniscience is His foreknowledge - He knows everything that will happen in the future.
As Isaiah 46:10 (NIV) states, God declares “the end from the beginning” - He foresees and foretells future events. Based on His foreknowledge, God ordains His perfect plan and works everything toward His divine purposes. As Ephesians 1:11 (ESV) explains, God “works all things according to the counsel of His will.” Though humans have free will,
God stills governs the universe and sovereignly guides its path. God’s Wisdom and Understanding In addition to facts and events, God’s omniscience encompasses wisdom and discernment. As Job 12:13 (NIV) declares, “To God belong wisdom and power.” He has infinite understanding of all aspects of truth, morality, justice, beauty, and meaning.
God’s wisdom far surpasses any human philosophy. He knows the right goals to pursue and the best ways to achieve them. As Isaiah 55:9 (NIV) states, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The Limits of Human Knowledge Unlike God, humans have very limited
knowledge and perspective. People can only directly observe the present world around them, and conjecturing about the full expanse of reality stretches beyond their mental capabilities. As Psalm 139:6 (NIV) poetically states about God’s omniscience in comparison to humanity, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”
Only God has the capability to comprehend everything that transpired across time - from the infinite past to the eternal future. Conclusion In conclusion, the 3 defining characteristics of the Judeo-Christian God are omnipotence, omnibenevolence, and omniscience. These traits set God apart from all created beings. While humans struggle with
limitations of power, morality, and knowledge, God transcends these boundaries. Understanding the unmatched might, goodness, and wisdom of God can lead us to greater humility, faith, and trust in divine providence. 1. SELF-EXISTENT: God has no cause; He does not depend on anything for his continued existence. I AM WHO I AM (Ex. 3:14; see
John 8:58) Life in Himself (John 5:26) First and Last, Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End; as the Beginning, God has no cause (Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 48:12; Rev. 1:8, 17; 2:8; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13) No God before or after Yahweh (Isa. 43:10) 2. TRANSCENDENT: God is entirely distinct from the universe, as the carpenter is distinct from the bench; excluding
pantheism (God in all) and animism (everything is a god). Separate from the world (Isa. 66:1-2; Acts 17:24) Contrasted with the world (Psa. 102:25-27; I John 2:15-17) Implied by doctrine of creation (Gen. 1:1; Isa. 42:5) 3. IMMANENT: Though transcendent, God is present with and in the world; excluding deism (God is out there but not here). God is
near, so He can be known (Deut. 4:7; Jer. 23:23; Acts 17:27) Bound up with God’s omnipresence (Psa. 139:7-10; Jer. 23:24; Acts 17:28) 4. IMMUTABLE: God is perfect in that He never changes nor can He change with respect to His being, attributes, purpose, or promises; excluding process theology, Mormon doctrine of eternal progression.
Unchangeable (Psa. 102:26-27; Isa. 51:6; Mal. 3:6; Rom. 1:23; Heb. 1:11-12; James 1:17; Heb. 13:8) God’s relations with changing men spoken of as God changing (Ex. 32:9-14; Psa. 18:25-27) 5. ETERNAL: God is perfect in that He transcends all time and temporal limitations, and is thus infinite with respect to time. Duration through endless ages (Ps.
90:2; 93:2; 102:12; Eph. 3:21) Unlimited by time (Psa. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8) Creator of the ages ( i.e., of time itself; Heb. 1:2; 11:3) Implied by doctrines of transcendence, self-existence, and immutability 6. OMNIPRESENT: God is perfect in that He transcends all space and spatial limitations, and is thus infinite with respect to space, with His whole Being
filling every part of the universe and being present everywhere (not diffused through the universe, but present at each point in His fullness). The universe cannot contain God (1 Kings 8:27; Isa. 66:1; Acts 7:48-49) Present everywhere (Psa. 139:7-10; Acts 17:28; of Christ, Matt. 18:20; 28:20) Fills all things (Jer. 23:23-24; of Christ, Eph. 1:23; 4:10; Col.
3:11) Implied by doctrine of transcendence 7. OMNIPOTENT: God is perfect in that He can do all things consistent with the perfection of His being. God cannot do the self-contradictory (e.g., make a rock He cannot lift), nor can He do that which is contrary to His perfect nature (e.g., He cannot change, He cannot lie, etc.). Nothing too difficult (Gen.
18:14; Jer. 32:17, 27; Zech. 8:6; Matt. 3:9) All things possible (Job 42:2; Psa. 115:3; Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 1:37; 18:27; Eph. 1:11) God cannot lie, be tempted, deny Himself, etc. (2 Tim. 2:13; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18; James 1:13) 8. OMNISCIENT: God is perfect in that He knows all things, including events before they happen. Perfect in
knowledge, Job 37:16 Knows the heart (1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Chr. 28:9, 17; Psa. 139:1-4; Jer. 17:10a) Knows all events to come (Isa. 41:22-23; 42:9; 44:7) 9. INCORPOREAL: God has no body or parts, and is immaterial, being a simple and infinite being of spirit; excluding the Mormon doctrine of God as an exalted man. God is spirit (John 4:24) God is not a
man (Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29) Implied by doctrines of self-existence, transcendence, omnipresence, and creation. 10. ONE: God is a perfectly unique and simple being, existing as one infinite Being called God. There is therefore only one God, who is called Yahweh in the Old Testament, and who reveals Himself in the persons of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in the New Testament; thus excluding polytheism, tritheism (belief in three gods), and subordinationism (in which Christ is a lesser god subordinate to the Almighty God). Only one God (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43:10; 44:6, 8; 45:5-7, 21-22; Zech. 14:9; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; Gal. 3:20; Eph. 4:5-6; 1 Tim. 2:5; James 2:19) All other “gods” are only “so-called,” (1
Cor. 8:4-6; 2 Thess. 2:4) Moses was “as God,” not God or divine (Ex. 4:16; 7:1) Satan, idols, and the belly are all false gods (Psa. 96:4-5; 1 Cor. 10:20; 2 Cor. 4:4; Phil. 3:19) Wicked judges called “gods” in irony, not to describe nature (Psa. 82:1, 6; John 10:34-36) Yahweh is Elohim (Gen. 2:4; Deut. 4:35, 39; Psa. 100:3 [thus excluding the view of
Mormonism that Jehovah and Elohim are distinct beings]) Implied by the doctrines of self-existence, transcendence, and omnipotence 11. CREATOR: God is the One through whom all things have come into existence; by His unbounded power and knowledge He created finite existence ex nihilo and formed the universe as it now is. Created all things
(Gen. 1:1; Psa. 33:6; 102:25; John 1:3; Rom. 11:36; Heb. 1:2; 11:3) Made all things by Himself (Isa. 44:24) Implied by doctrine of self-existence 12. PERSONAL: God, as the author of personhood in the created universe, cannot be less than personal Himself; thus He experiences relationships with other persons, or self-conscious beings. Note that God
may be more than personal, indeed, His infinite nature suggests that He must be. Scripture everywhere assumes the personhood of God in the use of personal pronouns, in recording Him speaking and acting willfully, etc. (e.g., Gen. 1:3, 26; Heb. 1:1-2; etc.) God gives Himself a name (Yahweh), and says “I am” (Exod. 3:14) Implied by doctrine of
creation 13. INCOMPREHENSIBLE: God is incomprehensible, not in the sense that the concept of God is unintelligible, but in the sense that God cannot be fully and directly known by finite creatures, because of His uniqueness and His infinitude. None like God (Ex. 8:10; 9:14; 15:11; 2 Sam. 7:22; 1 Chr. 17:20; Psa. 86:8; 1 Kgs. 8:23; Isa. 40:18, 25;
44:7; 56:5, 9; Jer. 10:6-7; Micah 7:18) Analogical language necessary to describe God (Ezek. 1:26-28; Rev. 1:13-16) God cannot be comprehended as He really is (1 Cor. 8:2-3) God can only be known as the Son reveals Him (John 1:18; Matt. 11:25-27) 14. MORALLY PERFECT: The following are the moral attributes of God; they are listed here together
because God’s moral nature is perfectly unified, with no tension between His wrath and His love, for example. GOOD: God is morally excellent, and does only good (Gen. 1:31; Deut. 8:16; Psa. 107:8; 118:1; Nahum 1:7; Mark 10:18; Rom. 8:28) HOLY: God is morally transcendent, utterly separated from all evil, and perfectly pure (Ex. 3:5; Lev. 19:2;
Psa. 5:4-6; 99:5; Isa. 6:3; 8:13; Hab. 1:12-13; 1 Pet. 1:14-19) RIGHTEOUS: God is perfectly moral in all that He does, doing everything right ( Isa. 45:21; Zeph. 3:5; Rom. 3:26) TRUE: God is perfectly truthful, and cannot lie (John 17:17; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18) LOVING: God’s moral character is pure love, sacrificial giving for the true benefit of another
(Deut. 7:7-8; Jer. 31:3; John 3:16; Heb. 12:6) WRATHFUL: God’s moral perfection requires Him to show displeasure against anything which seeks to act contrary to its moral purpose, to judge that which rebels against His authority as Creator and Lord (Psa. 103:8-9; Rom. 2:5; 11:22; Heb. 10:31) THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD: APPLICATION On the left
are listed various attributes of God. On the right are listed various lessons which can be learned from those attributes. In the space provided in the left column, place the letter of the lesson which applies to that attribute. God’s Attributes Lessons Learned 1. self-existent a. God can be depended on to be consistent 2. transcendent b. God is
able to do whatever is needed 3. immanent c. We owe our very existence to God 4. immutable d. We must separate ourselves from the practice of evil 5. eternal benefit e. We must not try to force God into something we can picture 6. omnipresent f. We cannot do anything for God’s benefit 7. omnipotent g. God knows our
future 8. omniscient h. We can never accuse God of being unfair 9. incorporeal i. We can have a personal relationship with God 10. one j. God is involved in our world 11. creator k. Our loyalty and fear is to be toward God alone 12. personal 1. No matter how bad things look, God is working them out for good 13.
incomprehensible m. We must relate to God through our spiritual inner person 14.good n. God is not a part of this world, so He is not “stuck” along with us in our problems with us 15. holy o. Whatever God tells us, we should believe 16. righteous p. God sees everything we do 17. true . God will certainly punish sin 18. loving
r. We never have to ask God to be with us 19. wrathful s. We cannot out-give God 1.f 2.n 3 4.a 5g 6.r 7.b 8p 9m 10k 11.c 12i 13.e 141 15d 16.h 17.0 18.s 19.q Skip to content “Our aim in studying the Godhead must be to know God himself better. Our concern must be to enlarge our acquaintance, not simply with the
doctrine of God’s attributes, but with the living God whose attributes they are.”— J.I. Packer, Knowing God When we talk about the attributes of God, we are referring to the characteristics that define who God is. These attributes help us understand God’s nature, how He relates to us, and why He is worthy of our worship. But how do we know what
God is like? And why is it essential to study His attributes? Let’s explore these questions. Different ways can be used to categorize God’s attributes, but a common approach is to distinguish between communicable and incommunicable attributes. Incommunicable Attributes - These are attributes that belong to God alone and are not shared with His
creation. Eternality - God has no beginning and no end (Psalm 90:2). Immutability - God does not change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17). Omnipotence - God is all-powerful (Jeremiah 32:17; Revelation 19:6). Omniscience - God knows all things (Psalm 147:5; Hebrews 4:13). Omnipresence - God is everywhere at all times (Psalm 139:7-10). Self-Existence -
God depends on no one for His existence (Exodus 3:14; John 5:26). Communicable Attributes - These are attributes that God shares with humanity, though we reflect them imperfectly. Love - God is love, and we are called to love others (1 John 4:8, 16). Holiness - God is perfectly pure and calls us to be holy (Isaiah 6:3; 1 Peter 1:15-16). Justice - God
is righteous and expects us to act justly (Deuteronomy 32:4; Micah 6:8). Mercy - God is compassionate and forgiving (Exodus 34:6-7; Ephesians 2:4-5). Faithfulness - God is always faithful to His promises (Lamentations 3:22-23; 2 Timothy 2:13). Wisdom - God’s decisions are perfect, and He gives wisdom to those who seek Him (Romans 11:33; James
1:5). These attributes are not separate parts of God but rather aspects of His unified, perfect nature. He is not sometimes loving and sometimes just—He is always fully loving, entirely just, fully wise, and so on. We know who God is because He has revealed Himself to us in three main ways: Through Creation (General Revelation)—The natural world
declares God’s power, wisdom, and majesty (Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:20). When we see the complexity of life, the vastness of the universe, or the beauty of nature, we get a glimpse of God’s divine attributes. Through Scripture (Special Revelation) - The Bible is God’s direct revelation of Himself to us. Throughout Scripture, God describes His attributes
and shows them through His actions (Exodus 34:6-7; John 17:3). The most straightforward way to know God’s character is to study His Word. Through Jesus Christ - Jesus is the exact representation of God (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3). When we look at Christ—His love, mercy, justice, and holiness—we see who God truly is. Jesus declared,
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Understanding God’s attributes is more than just an academic exercise—it shapes how we live and relate to Him. Here’s why it matters: They Deepen Our Worship - When we understand God'’s greatness, our worship becomes more intimate and sincere. Recognizing His holiness and love moves
us to praise Him with awe and gratitude (Psalm 145:3). They Strengthen Our Faith - Knowing that God is faithful, all-powerful, and all-knowing gives us confidence in Him, even in difficult times (Isaiah 26:3-4). They Shape Our Character - As image-bearers of God (Genesis 1:27), we are called to reflect His communicable attributes. We strive to be
loving, just, merciful, and faithful because He is (Ephesians 5:1). They Give Us Hope - God’s immutability means He never changes (Malachi 3:6). His omnipotence means nothing is beyond His control (Jeremiah 32:17). No matter what happens in life, we can trust in His unshakable nature. They help us answer life’s Big Questions—why do we exist?
What is our purpose? How should we live? God’s attributes provide a foundation for answering these questions with truth and assurance (Psalm 73:24-26, John 17:22,24; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Ephesians 4:32; 1 Peter 1:16). God’s attributes reveal who He is, how He acts, and how we should respond. He is eternal, all-powerful, just, loving, and
unchanging, and He has made Himself known to us through creation, Scripture, and Jesus Christ. Studying God’s attributes is not just about gaining knowledge—it’s about knowing God personally and growing in our relationship with Him. As we learn more about His character, may we be drawn into deeper worship, stronger faith, and transformed
lives. “We must seek, in studying God, to be led to God.”— ]J.I. Packer, Knowing God Which attribute of God speaks to you the most? Let me know in the comments! Do you want to ensure you never miss a resource to help you grow in your faith more than on Sunday mornings? Subscribe today! Share — copy and redistribute the material in any
medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You
may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other
rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Between the things God says and does, what other people say about him, and the life of Jesus, the Bible gives us numerous descriptions of God’s character. These passages are often sorted into “attributes of God,” a biblical framework we can use to talk about what
God is like and how we know that. Exploring the attributes of God helps us prepare for evangelism, learn church doctrine, and most importantly, understand who God is.There are several different methods for categorizing God’s attributes. This post will use the most common classification system, adapted from Wayne Grudem’s online systematic
theology course.By submitting your email address, you understand that you will receive email communications from HarperCollins Christian Publishing (501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214 USA) providing information about products and services of HCCP and its affiliates. You may unsubscribe from these email communications at any time. If you
have any questions, please review our Privacy Policy or email us at yourprivacy@harpercollins.com.The two general categories of God’s attributesThe most common way to classify God’s attributes divides them into incommunicable attributes (traits that God doesn’t share or “communicate” to others) and communicable attributes (traits that God
shares or “communicates” with us).Some of God’s incommunicable attributes include his:Eternal nature (he is infinite, but we are finite)Unchangeableness (he never changes, but we do)Omnipresence (God is everywhere at once, but we can only be in one place at a time)Some of God’s communicable attributes include his:Love (God is love, and we’re
capable of love)Knowledge (God has knowledge, and we can have it, too)Mercy (God is merciful, and we’re also capable of mercy)Justice (God is just, and we’re capable of justice)This breakdown seems pretty straightforward, but while it can be helpful, it isn’t perfect. No attribute of God is completely communicable, and no attribute of God is
completely incommunicable. We can be wise, but we can never be as wise as God. We can express and experience love, but we’ll never be infinitely loving like God. Really, we should say that “communicable” attributes are the ones that are somewhat shared with us.Learn more in Wayne Grudems’s Systematic Theology online course.Incommunicable
attributes of GodIndependenceln several places, Scripture teaches that God is absolutely independent and self-sufficient. He’s independent because:1. He doesn’t need creation for any reason. Paul proclaims to the men of Athens, “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man,
nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all men life and breath and everything” (Acts 17:24-25).God asks Job, “Who has given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine” (Job 41:11). No one can give God anything that he didn’t first give them. 2. He created
everything. In John’s apocalyptic vision, the 24 elders proclaim, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being” (Revelation 4:11). John’s gospel opens with the claim that, “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.”He created everything (Revelation 4:11, John 1:3, Romans 11:35-36)He’s eternal (Psalm 90:2)He’s completely unique (Isaiah 46:9)UnchangeablenessScripture shows us that God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes, and promises (Psalm 102:27, Malachi 3:6, James 1:17). God’s unchangeableness is also referred to as
his immutability.So what about passages where God appears to change his mind? For example:Moses prayed to prevent the destruction of the people of Israel (Exodus 32:9-14)God added fifteen years to the life of Hezekiah (Isaiah 38:1-6)The people of Nineveh repented and God withheld his promised wrath (Jonah 3:4, 10)Aren’t these instances
where God did change? These instances should all be understood as true expressions of God’s present attitude or intention towards the present situation. If the situation changes, then of course God’s attitude or expression of intention will also change. This is just saying that God responds differently to different situations.EternalGod has no beginning,
end, or succession of moments in his own being—he is timeless—and he sees past, present, and future equally vividly. The psalmist affirms that God is timeless in Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”We read in Psalm 90:4, “For a thousand
years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.” The phrase “a thousand years” is a figurative expression for as long a time as one might imagine. This means all of past history is viewed by God with great clarity and vividness. To God, all of time since the creation is as if it just happened.In the New Testament, Peter
tells us, “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). Since “a thousand years” is a figure of speech, one day lasts forever in God’s mind.Taking these two considerations together, we can say the following: in God’s perspective, any extremely long period of time is as if it just happened. And any very
short period of time (such as one day) seems to God to last forever. Thus, God sees and knows all events past, present, and future with equal vividness.OmnipresenceJust as God is unlimited or infinite with respect to time, so God is unlimited with respect to space. God doesn’t have size or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of space with
his whole being.In Jeremiah, God rebukes the prophets who think their words or thoughts are hidden from God. He is everywhere and fills heaven and earth: ““Am I a God at hand, says the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him?’ says the Lord. ‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord”
(Jeremiah 23:23-24).David also declares God’s omnipresence:“Whither shall I go from your Spirit?Or whither shall I flee from your presence?If I ascend to heaven, you are there!lf I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!If I take the wings of the morningand dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,even there your hand shall lead me,and your right hand
shall hold me.” —Psalm 139:7-10There’s nowhere in the entire universe, on land or sea, in heaven or in hell, where one can flee from God’s presence.UnityWhen Scripture speaks about God’s attributes it never singles out one attribute as more important than the rest. Every attribute is completely true of God and God’s character. John can say that
“God is light” (1 John 1:5) and then a little later say also that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Each attribute is simply a way of describing one aspect of God’s total character or being. God himself is unified, completely integrated, and infinitely perfect in all of these attributes.God’s whole being includes all of his attributes: he is entirely loving, entirely
merciful, entirely just, and so forth. Every attribute of God that we find in Scripture is true of all of God’s being, and every attribute of God qualifies every other attribute.We should never think, for example, that God is a loving God at one point in history and a just or wrathful God at another point in history. He is the same God always, and everything
he says or does is fully consistent with all his attributes. It is not accurate to say, as some have said, that God is a God of justice in the Old Testament and a God of love in the New Testament. God is and always has been infinitely just and infinitely loving as well, and everything he does in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament is consistent
with both of those attributes.Learn more in Wayne Grudems’s Systematic Theology online course.Communicable attributes of GodSpiritualityGod isn’t made of matter, has no parts or dimensions, cannot be perceived by our bodily senses, and is more excellent than any other kind of existence. He doesn’t have a physical body, nor is he merely energy,
thought, or some other element of creation. God is spirit.To think of God in terms of anything else in the created universe is to misrepresent him, to limit him, to think of him as less than he really is. While we must say that God has made all creation so that each part of it reflects something of his own character, we must also affirm that to picture God
as existing or being like anything else in creation is misleading and dishonors who he is.InvisibilityGod’s total essence, all of his spiritual being, will never be seen by us, yet God still shows himself to us through visible, created things.Many passages speak of God’s invisibility:“No one has ever seen God” (John 1:18).“Not that anyone has seen the
Father except him who is from God” (John 6:46)."To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Timothy 1:17).“who alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has ever seen or can see” (1 Timothy 6:16).These passages were all written after events where people saw
some outward manifestation of God. For example, in Exodus we read, “Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Exodus 33:11). Yet God told Moses, “You cannot see my face; for man shall not see me and live” (Exodus 33:20). Nevertheless, God caused his glory to pass by Moses while he hid Moses in a cleft of
the rock, and then God let Moses see his back after he had passed by, but said, “my face shall not be seen” (Exodus 33:21-23). This passage and others like it in the Old Testament indicate that there was a sense in which God could not be seen at all, but that there was also some outward form or manifestation of God which at least in part was able to
be seen by man.So although God’s total essence will never be able to be seen by us, God still reveals himself to us through visible, created things.OmniscienceElihu says that God is the one “who is perfect in knowledge” (Job 37:16), and John says that God “knows everything” (1 John 3:20). The quality of knowing everything is called omniscience, and
because God knows everything, he is said to be omniscient (that is, “all-knowing”).Here are a few examples of God’s limitless knowledge as portrayed in Scripture:He knows what we need before we ask him (Matthew 6:8)He knows the number of hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:30)He knows when we sit, when we rise, and what we think (Psalm
139:1-2)He knows words we will say before we speak them (Psalm 139:4)He knows the days of our lives before we are born (Psalm 139:16)He knows every possible future (1 Samuel 23:11-13)WisdomWisdom goes beyond knowledge and specifies that God always chooses the best goals and the best means to achieve those goals. Scripture affirms
God’s wisdom in several places:He is called “the only wise God” (Romans 16:27).“With him are wisdom and might; he has counsel and understanding” (Job 12:13).“O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures” (Psalm 104:24).Christ is “the wisdom of God” to those who are called (1
Corinthians 1:24, 30), even though the cross is “foolishness” to those who reject it and think themselves to be wise in this world (1 Corinthians 1:18-20). Yet even this is a reflection of God’s wise plan:“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe. . . . God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise . . . so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” —1 Corinthians 1:21, 27, 29.Truthfulness (and faithfulness)The God revealed in Scripture is real, and all other gods are idols. “The Lord is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. . . . The gods who
did not make the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth and from under the heavens” (Jeremiah 10:10-11). Jesus says to his Father, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3).God is reliable and faithful in his words. He always does what he promises to do, and we can
depend on him never to be unfaithful to his promises. Thus, he is “a God of faithfulness” (Deuteronomy 32:4). This specific aspect of God’s truthfulness is sometimes viewed as a distinct attribute: God’s faithfulness means that God will always do what he has said and fulfill what he has promised (Numbers 23:19, 2 Samuel 7:28, Psalm 141:6). He can be
relied upon, and he will never prove unfaithful to those who trust what he has said.GoodnessGod is the final standard of good, and that all that He is and does is worthy of approval. Here are a few passages that speak of God’s goodness:“No one is good but God alone” (Luke 18:19).The Psalms frequently affirm that “the Lord is good” (Psalm 100:5).“O
give thanks to the Lord, for he is good” (Psalm 106:1).“O taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Psalm 34:8).Scripture also tells us that God is the source of all good in the world. “Every good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17).
God has given us some reflection of his sense of goodness, so that when we evaluate things in the way He created us to evaluate them, we approve what God approves and delight in things he delights in. When we realize that God is the definition and source of all good, we realize that God himself is the ultimate good that we seek.LoveJohn tells us




that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We see evidence that this attribute of God was active even before creation among the members of the Trinity. Jesus speaks to his Father of “my glory which you have given me in your love for me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24), indicating that there was love from the Father to the Son from all eternity. It
continues at the present time, for we read, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand” (John 3:35).We imitate this communicable attribute of God, first by loving God in return, and second by loving others in imitation of the way God loves them. All our obligations to God can be summarized in this: “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. . . . You shall love your neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:37-38). If we love God, we will obey his commandments (1 John 5:3) and thus do what is pleasing to him. We will love God, not the world (1 John 2:15), and we will do all this because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).Mercy,
grace, patienceGod’s mercy, patience, and grace may be seen as three separate attributes, or as specific aspects of God’s goodness. These three characteristics of God’s nature are often mentioned together, especially in the Old Testament. When God declared his name to Moses, he proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6). David says in Psalm 103:8, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”Mercy is often emphasized where people are in misery or distress. David says, for example, “I am in great distress; let us fall into the hand of the Lord for his mercy is
great...” (2 Samuel 24:14). When Paul speaks of the fact that God comforts us in affliction, he calls God the “Father of mercies and God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3). We are to imitate God’s mercy in our conduct toward others: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7).God’s grace, or his favor toward those who
deserve no favor but only punishment, is always freely given. God says, “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy” (Exodus 33:19). In the New Testament, and especially in Paul’s letters, the entire Christian life can be seen as a result of God’s continuous offering of grace.As with most of the God’s
attributes that we are to imitate, patience requires a moment-by-moment trust in God to fulfill his promises and purposes in our lives at his chosen time. Our confidence that the Lord will soon fulfill his purposes for our good and his glory will enable us to be patient. James makes this connection when he says, “You also be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:8).HolinessGod himself is the Most Holy One. He’s called the “Holy One of Israel” (Psalm 71:22, 78:41, 89:18; Isaiah 1:4, 5:19, 24). The seraphim around God’s throne cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3). “The Lord our God is holy!” exclaims
the psalmist (Psalm 99:9).God’s holiness provides the pattern for his people to imitate. He commands them, “You shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). When God called his people out of Egypt and brought them to himself and commanded them to obey his voice, then he said, “You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation” (Exodus 19:4-6).Peace (or order)In 1 Corinthians 14:33 Paul says, “God is not a God of confusion but of peace.” Although “peace” and “order” have not traditionally been classified as attributes of God, Paul here indicates another quality that we could think of as a distinct attribute of God. Paul says that God’s actions are characterized by
“peace” and not by “disorder” (akatastasia, a Greek word meaning “disorder, confusion, unrest”). God himself is “the God of peace” (Romans 15:33, 16:20, Philippians 4:9). But those who walk in wickedness do not have peace: “‘There is no peace,’ says the Lord, ‘for the wicked’” (Isaiah 48:22, 57:21).We can see an imitation of this attribute of God not
only in “peace” as part of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23, but also in the last-mentioned element in the fruit of the Spirit, namely, “self-control” (Galatians 5:23). When we as God’s people walk in his ways, we come to know more and more fully by experience that the kingdom of God is indeed “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 14:17), and we can say of the path of God’s wisdom, “Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace” (Proverbs 3:17).Righteousness (or justice)God always does what is right, and He is the final standard of what is right. Scripture attests to God’s righteousness and justice:“All his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness
and without iniquity, just and right is he” (Deuteronomy 32:4).“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25).“The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (Psalm 19:8).“I the Lord speak the truth, I declare what is right” (Isaiah 45:19).Paul says that when God sent Christ as a sacrifice to bear the punishment for sin, it “was
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies him who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:25-26). When Christ died to pay the penalty for our sins it showed that God was both righteous and just, because he paid the wages
of sin (Romans 6:23) and forgave his people.JealousyPeople sometimes have trouble thinking that jealousy is a desirable attribute in God. This is because for us, jealousy is almost always wrong. But jealousy can be a positive thing, too. Paul says to the Corinthians, “I feel a divine jealousy for you” (2 Corinthians 11:2). Here the sense is “earnestly
protective or watchful.” This is the jealousy we attribute to God. He protects his honor. God deserves all honor and glory from his creation, and it is right for him to seek this honor.He commands his people not to bow down to idols or serve them, saying, “for I the Lord your God am a jealous God” (Exodus 20:5). He desires that worship be given to
himself and not to false gods. Therefore, he commands the people of Israel to tear down the altars of pagan gods in the land of Canaan, giving the following reason: “For you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” (Exodus 34:14, Deuteronomy 4:24; 5:9).This is also why pride is sinful for us: we do not deserve
the honor that belongs to God alone (1 Corinthians 4:7; Revelation 4:11).WrathGod loves all that is right and good, for rightness and goodness conforms to his moral character. So it shouldn’t be surprising that God intensely hates sin. Scripture’s narrative frequently describe God’s wrath, especially when God’s people sin against him.“I have seen this
people . . . now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them.” (Exodus 32:9-10)“Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. . .. Even at Horeb you provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you.”
(Deuteronomy 9:7-8)“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him.” (John 3:36)“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men.” (Romans 1:18)Christians shouldn’t fear God’s wrath. For although “we were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind” (Ephesians 2:3), we now trust in Jesus, “who delivers us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10). Jesus Christ bore the wrath of God that was due to our sin, in order that we might be saved (Romans 3:25-26).WillGod approves and determines every action necessary for the existence and activity of
himself and all creation.Scripture frequently indicates God’s will as the final or most ultimate reason for everything that happens. Paul refers to God as the one “who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:11). The phrase here translated “all things” (ta panta) is used frequently by Paul to refer to everything that
exists or everything in creation (for example, Ephesians 1:10, 23, 3:9, 4:10; Colossians 1:16, 17; Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians. 8:6, 15:27-28). The word translated “accomplishes” (energeo, “works, works out, brings about, produces”) is a present participle suggesting continual activity. Paul’s statement might be more explicitly translated, “who
continually brings about everything in the universe according to the counsel of his will.”“Will” is a communicable attribute because we exercise choice and make real decisions regarding the events of our lives. Our ability to exercise will and make choices is one of the most significant marks of God-likeness in our existence.FreedomGod does whatever
he pleases. Nothing in creation can hinder him from carrying out his will.The Psalmist contrasts God’s power and freedom with the weakness of idols: “Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases” (Psalm 115:3). Human rulers can’t oppose God’s will, for “the king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he
will” (Proverbs 21:1). Similarly, Nebuchadnezzar learns that God, “does according to his will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “‘What are you doing?’” (Daniel 4:35).While our will isn’t absolutely free in the way God’s is, he gives us relative freedom. When we use our will and our
freedom to make choices that are pleasing to God, we reflect his character and bring glory to him.Omnipotence (or power and sovereignty)God’s omnipotence refers to his power to do what he decides to do. Omnipotence derives from two Latin words, omni, “all,” and potens, “powerful,” and means “all-powerful.” Numerous passages speak to God’s
omnipotence:In context, the rhetorical question, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:27) implies that nothing is too hard for the Lord.Jeremiah also says to God, “nothing is too hard for you” (Jeremiah 32:17).Paul says that God is “able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20).God is called
the “Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8), a Greek term (pantokrator) that suggests the possession of all power and authority.The angel Gabriel says to Mary, “With God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37)Jesus says, “With God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).However, there are some things that God cannot do. God cannot do
anything that denies his own character. For example, Scripture tells us that God can’t lie:In Titus 1:2 he is called (literally) “the unlying God” or the “God who never lies.”The author of Hebrews says that in God’s oath and promise “it is impossible for God to lie” (Hebrew 6:18, Grudem’s translation).2 Timothy 2:13 says of Christ, “He cannot deny
himself.” Additionally, James says, “God cannot be tempted with evil and he himself tempts no one” (James 1:13). Thus, God cannot lie, sin, deny himself, or be tempted with evil. He cannot cease to exist, or cease to be God, or act in a way inconsistent with any of his attributes.PerfectionGod completely possesses all excellent qualities. Additionally,
there’s no quality of excellence that he does not have. He is “complete” or “perfect” in every way.Jesus tells us, “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). And David says of God, “His way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30).BlessednessGod delights fully in himself and in all that reflects his character.We imitate God’s
blessedness when we find delight and happiness in things that please God. When we’re thankful for the specific abilities, preferences, and other characteristics with which God has created us as individuals, we imitate his blessedness. We find our greatest blessedness—our greatest happiness—in the source of all good qualities, God himself.BeautyGod
is the sum of all desirable qualities. All of our good and righteous desires, all of the desires that really ought to be in us or in any other creature, find their ultimate fulfillment in God.The beauty of our lives is so important to Christ that his purpose now is to sanctify the entire church “that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). Thus, we individually and corporately reflect God’s beauty in every way in which we exhibit his character.GloryScripture presents God’s glory in two major ways. In one sense, God’s glory isn’t an attribute, but the superlative honor that everything in the
universe should give to God (Isaiah 43:7, Romans 3:23, John 17:5).But God’s “glory” also describes the bright light that surrounds his presence. It belongs to him alone and it’s the outward expression of his excellence. We see this glory in several places in Scripture. For example:When the angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds (Luke 2:9)The
transfiguration (Matthew 17:2)The heavenly city in Revelation (Revelation 21:23)God made us to reflect his glory. Paul tells us that even now in our Christian lives we all are being “changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 3:18). There isn’t a visible light that surrounds us, but there is a brightness, splendor, or
beauty about the life of a person who deeply loves God, and it’s often evident to those around them.Conclusionln many ways, God is nothing like us. He, as the creator, will always have unique attributes his creation cannot possess. But we’re also made in his image (Genesis 1:26-28), so in other ways, God shares his attributes with us. We are finite,
created beings, made in the likeness of our infinite creator.SaveLearn more in Wayne Grudem's Systematic Theology online course.



