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Octavia	butler	dawn	tv	series

The	adaptation	train	at	Amazon	keeps	chugging	along	in	the	midst	of	the	pandemic.	And	it	seems	like	they	have	their	sights	set	on	adapting	every	major	Octavia	Butler	series.	We	already	knew	that	an	adaptation	of	Dawn	helmed	by	massive	Octavia	Butler	fan	Ava	Duvernay.	Now	we	have	updated	news	that	Amazon	is	also	developing	a	series	based	on
Butler’s	legendary	Patternmaster	books.	The	first	book	in	that	series	is	called	Wild	Seed,	and	is	being	co-written	for	Amazon	by	acclaimed	genre	author	Nnedi	Okorafor.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	what	Wild	Seed	is	all	about,	and	who	else	will	be	working	on	the	new	Octavia	Butler	Wild	Seed	series	for	Amazon	Prime.	Some	Big	Names	Are	Attached	To
The	Wild	Seed	Production	Author	Nnedi	Okorafor	|	Image	via	Wikimedia	Commons	Nnedi	Okorafor	will	co-write	the	Wild	Seed	series	for	Amazon	with	filmmaker	Wanuri	Kahiu.	JuVee	Productions	will	produce	the	series.	This	is	the	production	company	helmed	by	Viola	Davis	and	creative	partner	Julius	Tennon.	Davis	gave	the	following	statement	to
Deadline	about	Wild	Seed.	“Wild	Seed	is	a	book	that	shifted	my	life.	It	is	as	epic,	as	game	changing,	as	moving	and	brilliant	as	any	science	fiction	novel	ever	written.	Julius	and	I	are	proud	to	have	this	masterpiece	in	our	hands.	It	fullfills	our	promise	and	legacy	to	be	disrupters.	Octavia	Butler	was	a	visionary	and	we	look	forward	to	honoring	the	scope
of	her	work	and	sharing	it	with	the	world.”	JuVee	Productions	had	been	chasing	the	rights	to	the	Patternmaster	series	for	several	years.	Okorafor	has	been	signed	onto	the	project	for	at	least	a	year.	We	reported	on	this	news	back	in	January	when	we	gave	an	update	on	several	other	television	projects	that	Okorafor	has	in	the	works.	Amongst	those
projects	is	an	adaptation	of	her	bestselling	sci-fi	novel	Binti	that	is	coming	to	Hulu	at	some	point	in	the	future.	Both	Okorafor	and	filmmaker	Kahiu	have	spoken	about	how	Octavia	Butler	has	influenced	their	work.	“We	love	Octavia	Butler	and	her	work	and	have	for	decades.	But	Wild	Seed	is	our	favorite.	It’s	expansive,	disturbing,	and	unique.	Wild
Seed	stays	with	you.	It’s	a	love/hate	story	of	African	immortals	that	connects	people	on	the	African	continent	to	the	Diaspora.	It	merges	the	mystical	and	the	scientific	seamlessly.	You’re	going	to	see	shape-shifting,	body	jumping,	telepaths,	people	born	with	the	ability	to	defy	the	laws	of	physics,	all	in	the	context	of	our	past,	present	and	future	world.”
What	Is	The	Patternmaster	Series	By	Octavia	Butler	About?	Image	via	Octaviabutler.org	Octavia	Butler	is	a	legend	in	the	genre	fiction	community.	Considered	the	‘grand	dame’	of	science	fiction,	she	paved	the	way	for	many	authors	of	color.	Her	Patternmaster	series	starts	with	the	book	Wild	Seed.	It	follows	two	immortals	across	generations	as	they
work	together,	and	at	odds	with	one	another.	The	official	synopsis	of	Wild	Seed	tells	us	the	following.	Doro	is	an	entity	who	changes	bodies	like	clothes,	killing	his	hosts	by	reflex	or	design.	He	fears	no	one	until	he	meets	Anyanwu.	Anyanwu	is	a	shapeshifter	who	can	absorb	bullets	and	heal	with	a	kiss	and	savage	anyone	who	threatens	her.	She	fears
no	one	until	she	meets	Doro.	Together	they	weave	a	pattern	of	destiny	(from	Africa	to	the	New	World)	unimaginable	to	mortals.	With	both	the	Xenogenesis	saga	and	now	the	Patternmaster	series	in	the	works	at	Amazon,	fans	of	Octavia	Butler	and	genre	television	have	plenty	to	look	forward	to.	There	are	also	rumors	that	there	is	an	adaptation	of
Butler’s	standalone	novel	Kindred	coming	as	well.	What	will	be	next?	I	think	we	are	long	past	due	for	an	adaptation	of	the	timely	Parable	of	the	Sower,	one	of	my	personal	favorite	Butler	novels.	One	thing	is	for	sure,	with	big	names	like	Okorafor	and	Duvernay	at	the	helm	of	these	projects	they	are	bound	to	generate	renewed	interest	in	Butler’s
excellent	body	of	work.	And	with	so	many	fans	seeking	to	diversify	their	genre	consumption,	this	will	certainly	help.	We	will	update	with	more	news	on	these	adaptations	as	it	comes	out.	Follow	Comic	Years	on	Facebook	and	Twitter	to	stay	up	to	date.	Emily	O'Donnell	is	a	writer	and	photographer	with	roots	in	some	of	the	earliest	online	fandoms.	She
cut	her	genre	teeth	on	the	Wizard	of	Oz	books	at	the	tender	age	of	6	years	old,	and	was	reading	epic	adult	fantasy	novels	by	the	age	of	10.	Decades	later,	she	still	consumes	genre	fiction	like	there	is	no	tomorrow.	She	is	delighted	to	be	living	through	the	golden	age	of	sci-fi	and	fantasy	popularity.	She	is	unashamed	of	the	amount	of	fanfiction	that	still
lingers	online	under	her	name.	Adaptation	NewsAdaptationsamazonAmazon	PrimeGenre	FictionJuVee	ProductionsNnedi	OkoraforOctavia	ButlerPatternmaster	Seriesviola	davisWanuri	KahiuWild	Seed	Rex/Shutterstock	EXCLUSIVE:	A	new	dawn	on	the	small	screen	is	coming	for	Octavia	E.	Butler’s	Dawn.	The	classic	1987	science	fiction	novel	by	the
Nebula-	and	Hugo	Award-winning	author	has	been	picked	up	by	Ava	DuVernay,	Charles	D.	King’s	Macro	and	director-writer	Victoria	Mahoney	for	adaption	into	a	television	series,	I’ve	learned.	In	what	remarkably	is	the	first	time	that	Science	Fiction	Hall	of	Famer’s	Butler’s	work	has	been	adapted	for	TV,	Mahoney	will	pen	the	series	about	an	African-
American	woman	who	works	with	aliens	to	resurrect	the	human	race	250	years	after	a	nuclear	war.	King	and	DuVernay	will	executive	produce	the	Dawn	series.	The	ex-WME	partner	and	the	A	Wrinkle	in	Time	director	will	be	joined	as	EP	by	Kim	Roth,	Poppy	Hanks,	Allen	Bain,	Gary	Pearl,	Thomas	L.	Carter	and	Teddy	Smith.	King’s	media	company
Macro,	Forward	Movement,	Oil	&	Cattle	and	Bainframe	will	produce	–	the	latter	has	been	on	the	effort	to	bring	Butler’s	work	to	TV	since	2015.	The	estate	of	Butler,	who	died	in	2006,	was	represented	in	this	deal	by	the	agent	for	the	estate,	Merrilee	Heifetz	of	Writers	House,	LLC,	with	Gary	Pearl.	A	prolific	author	who	used	sci-fi	to	address	issues	of
race,	gender	and	hierarchy,	among	others,	Butler	in	1995	was	the	first	writer	in	the	genre	to	be	awarded	the	MacArthur	Fellowship	aka	the	Genius	Grant.	Led	by	the	aptly	named	character	of	Lilith	Iyapo,	Dawn	is	the	first	book	in	what	has	been	called	Butler’s	Lilith’s	Brood	trilogy,	which	also	includes	1988’s	Adulthood	Rites	and	1989’s	Imago.	Having
recently	announced	the	hourlong	political	drama	Indivisible	with	CNN	regular	Van	Jones,	King’s	Macro	co-financed	and	produced	the	Oscar-nominated	Fences,	directed	by	and	starring	Denzel	Washington	and	Viola	Davis,	In	addition	to	the	film	based	on	August	Wilson’s	Tony	Award	and	Pulitzer	Prize	winning	play,	Macro	has	also	produced	and
financed	the	Sundance	contender	Mudbound,	among	other	projects.	With	her	Netflix-streamed	documentary	13th	nominated	for	eight	Emmys	this	year,	DuVernay	is	repped	by	CAA	and	Del,	Shaw.	Mahoney	is	repped	by	Verve,	the	Mission	Entertainment	and	Hirsch	Wallerstein.	Subscribe	to	Deadline	Breaking	News	Alerts	and	keep	your	inbox	happy.
Lilith's	BroodFirst	combined	editionpubl.	GuildAmerica	BooksDawn,	Adulthood	Rites,	ImagoAuthorOctavia	E.	ButlerCover	artistPat	MorrisseyCountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglishGenreScience	fictionPublisherGrand	Central	PublishingPublished1987–1989	Lilith's	Brood	is	a	collection	of	three	works	by	Octavia	E.	Butler.	The	three	volumes	of	this
science	fiction	series	(Dawn,	Adulthood	Rites,	and	Imago)	were	previously	collected	in	the	now	out-of-print	volume	Xenogenesis.	The	collection	was	first	published	under	the	current	title	of	Lilith's	Brood	in	2000.[1]	Synopsis	Dawn	(1987)	The	first	novel	in	the	trilogy,	Dawn,	begins	with	Lilith	Iyapo,	a	black	human	woman,	alone	in	what	seems	like	a
prison	cell.	She	has	memories	of	this	happening	before,	with	an	enigmatic	voice	that	asks	strange	questions.	She	has	no	idea	who	this	is	or	what	they	want.	She	remembers	a	nuclear	war	and	an	earlier	traffic	accident	in	which	her	husband	and	child	had	been	killed.	The	truth	emerges	by	stages.	The	same	questions	are	asked.	She	is	then	visited	by
humanoid	beings	whose	appearance	terrifies	her,	even	though	they	behave	well.	She	learns	that	the	nuclear	war	had	left	the	Earth	uninhabitable.	Humans	are	all	but	extinct.	The	few	survivors	are	plucked	from	the	dying	Earth	by	an	alien	race,	the	Oankali.	Lilith	has	awakened	250	years	after	the	war	on	a	living	Oankali	ship.	At	first,	she	is	repulsed	by
the	alienness	of	her	saviors/captors.	The	Oankali	have	sensory	tentacles	all	over	their	bodies,	including	locations	of	human	sensory	organs,	with	which	they	perceive	the	world	differently	than	humans.	Stranger	still,	the	Oankali	have	three	sexes:	male,	female,	and	Ooloi.	Oankali	have	the	ability	to	perceive	genetic	biochemistry,	but	the	Ooloi
manipulate	genetic	material	to	mutate	other	beings	and	build	offspring	from	their	mates'	genetic	material.	Lilith	eventually	bonds	to	Nikanj,	an	Ooloi.	The	Oankali	have	made	Earth	habitable	and	obtain	Lilith's	help	in	awakening	and	training	humans	to	survive	on	the	changed	Earth.	In	exchange,	the	Oankali	want	to	interbreed	with	the	humans	to
blend	the	human	and	Oankali	races,	a	biological	imperative	they	compare	to	a	human's	need	to	breathe.	They	perceive	the	interbreeding	as	mutually	beneficial;	in	particular,	it	will	solve	what	the	Oankali	think	is	the	humans'	fatal	combination	of	intelligence	and	hierarchical	tendencies.	They	are	particularly	attracted	to	humans'	"talent"	for	cancer,
which	they	will	use	to	reshape	themselves.	The	humans	rebel	against	Lilith	and	the	proposed	"gene	trade,"	and	kill	Joseph,	Lilith's	new	mate.	This	group	is	sent	to	Earth	without	her.	Nikanj	uses	Joseph's	collected	DNA	to	impregnate	Lilith	with	the	first	Oankali/human	child.	Adulthood	Rites	(1988)	The	second	book,	Adulthood	Rites,	takes	place	years
after	the	end	of	Dawn.	Humans	and	Oankali	live	together	on	Earth,	but	not	in	complete	peace.	Some	humans	have	accepted	the	bargain	and	live	with	the	Oankali,	giving	birth	to	hybrid	children	called	"constructs."	Others,	however,	have	refused	the	bargain	and	live	in	separate,	all-human,	"resister"	villages.	The	Ooloi	have	made	all	humans	infertile,	so
the	only	children	born	are	those	made	with	Ooloi	intervention.	This	creates	a	great	deal	of	tension	and	strain	as	the	humans	consider	their	lives	meaningless	without	reproduction,	especially	as	they	see	themselves	being	outbred	by	the	Oankali-human	constructs.	Desperate	humans	often	steal	human-looking	construct	children	to	raise	as	their	own.
The	main	character	of	this	book,	Akin,	is	the	first	male	construct	born	to	a	human	mother	(Lilith).	Akin	has	more	human	in	him	than	any	construct	before	him.	Adulthood	Rites	focuses	on	Akin's	struggle	with	his	human	and	Oankali	heritage.	As	a	human,	he	understands	the	desire	to	fight	for	the	survival	of	humanity	as	an	independent	race.	As	an
Oankali	he	understands	that	the	combination	of	the	species	is	necessary	and	that	humans	would	destroy	themselves	again	if	left	alone.	Akin	is	kidnapped	by	the	resisters	as	an	infant,	when	the	only	evidence	of	his	construct	status	is	a	tentacle-like	tongue	through	which	he	samples	his	world	in	the	Oankali	manner	of	identifying	DNA.	The	Oankali	allow
the	resisters	to	keep	him	for	a	sustained	period	of	time	so	that	he	might	understand	his	human	nature	more	fully,	but	at	the	cost	of	the	connection	to	his	paired	sibling	that	would	have	happened	had	he	stayed	with	his	family.	His	isolation	is	hugely	painful	to	them	both,	and	he	is	taken	to	the	orbiting	ship	to	experience	whatever	healing	he	and	his
insufficiently-paired	sibling	can	be	granted.	During	that	time,	he	travels	around	the	ship	with	an	Akjai,	an	Oankali	who	has	no	human	DNA.	Through	these	experiences,	he	realizes	that	humans,	too,	need	an	Akjai	group,	and	his	conviction	ultimately	persuades	the	Oankali.	Humans	will	be	given	Mars,	modified	sufficiently	to	(barely)	support	human
existence,	despite	the	Oankali	certainty	that	the	Mars	colony	will	destroy	itself	eventually.	Akin	returns	to	tell	the	resisters	and	begin	gathering	them	up	to	have	their	fertility	restored	before	transport	to	their	new	world.	Imago	(1989)	The	final	book	of	the	trilogy,	Imago,	is	the	shortest.	Imago	shows	the	reader	what	has	been	hinted	at	for	the	last	two
books:	the	full	potential	of	the	new	human-Oankali	hybrid	species.	The	story	is	in	the	first	person	from	the	perspective	of	Jodahs,	the	first	Ooloi	construct,	and	a	child	of	Lilith.	Through	its	unique	heritage,	it	has	unlocked	latent	genetic	potential	of	humans	and	Oankali.	It	is	mentioned	in	passing	that	the	human	colony	on	Mars	is	doing	OK.	Imago	brings
a	sense	of	completeness[a	fact	or	an	opinion?	(See	discussion.)]	to	the	three	books,	by	allowing	the	reader	to	understand	the	Oankali	better	by	understanding	Jodahs.	Jodahs	also	builds	upon	Lilith	and	Akin's	human-Oankali	integration	work	from	the	previous	two	novels;	the	novel	ends	with	the	humans	more	willingly	acquiescing	to	the	Oankali.
Themes	Throughout	the	Xenogenesis	trilogy	themes	of	sexuality,	gender,	race,	and	species	are	explored.	The	Oankali	believe	that	the	human	species	have	an	inevitably	self-destructive	"Contradiction"	between	their	high	intelligence	and	their	hierarchical	natures.	According	to	the	Oankali,	this	is	what	caused	the	war	that	almost	ended	the	human	race,
and	this	is	why	they	cannot	leave	humans	alone.	Lilith	and	the	Oankali-human	hybrids	are	constantly	battling	with	this	inner	conflict.	According	to	Tor.com's	Erika	Nelson,[2]	the	trilogy	parallels	the	story	of	African	slaves	in	America	and	the	conflict	that	later	generations	of	African	Americans	feel	regarding	their	integration	into	American	society.	The
human-Oankali	hybrids	feel	that	they	have	somehow	betrayed	their	human	side	by	integrating	into	Oankali	society,	but	at	the	same	time,	because	of	the	vast	power	imbalance,	they	never	really	had	another	viable	option.	In	addition	to	allegorizing	slavery,	the	trilogy	more	generally	is	written	"in	the	context	of	colonization,"[3]	as	Nelson	puts	it,	raising
broad	questions	of	coercion	and	agency.	The	relationship	between	the	Oankali	and	the	humans	speaks	to	a	range	of	imperialist	relationships,	from	slavery	to	internment	camps[4]	to	eugenics.	The	series	also	draws	upon	elements	of	the	myth	of	Lilith,	the	first	wife	of	Adam.	In	addition	to	the	social	themes,	the	possible	results	of	developing	genetic
science	and	biologically	based	technology	are	shown	by	the	Oankali's	genetic	mastery.	Joan	Slonczewski,	a	biologist,	published	a	review	of	the	series	in	which	she	discusses	the	biological	implications	of	the	ooloi	and	how	they	can,	through	genetic	engineering,	achieve	positive	effects	from	"bad"	genes	such	as	a	predisposition	for	cancer.[5]	Biological
determinism	is	another	ongoing	thematic	concern	in	the	trilogy	that	links	Butler's	use	of	social	and	scientific	themes;	because	the	Oankali	believe	above	all	in	a	species'	innate	biological	tendencies,	characters	must	constantly	negotiate	between	their	supposed	biological	capacities	and	the	limits	of	their	individual	will.[3]	Reception	Orson	Scott	Card
commends	the	Xenogenesis	trilogy	as	"more	satisfying	as	hard	science	fiction"	than	Butler's	earlier	Patternist	novels,	specifically	in	that	they	show	"how	much	power	her	storytelling	has	gained"	in	the	intervening	years.	In	terms	of	each	novel,	Adele	Newson	praises	the	prose	of	Dawn,	as	"engaging"	and	having	"a	single-minded	intensity."	She
highlights	the	relationship	among	the	novel's	main	characters,	Lilith	and	Joseph,	as	being	unusual	for	science	fiction	to	the	point	of	being	"refreshing"	and	"sensuous."	Calling	Lilith	"the	epitome	of	heroic	womanism,"	Newson	argues	that	"Lilith's	life,	like	that	of	the	black	woman's,	is	a	metaphor	for	the	quest	which	would	resolve	the	problem	of	her
being	both	revered	and	despised	by	those	with	whom	she	inhabits	society.	In	contrast,	Newson	finds	the	story's	development	in	Adulthood	Rites	"disappointing":	Lilith,	she	points	out,	"does	little	more	than	sulk	silently	away"	and	the	story	relies	so	much	on	"laborious"	dialogue	that	it	becomes	"more	or	less	a	treatise	in	on	the	contradictory	and	often
violent	nature	of	humankind."[6]	Similarly,	Ted	White	from	The	Washington	Post	finds	Imago	verbose	and	"wandering"	and	concludes	that,	as	an	end	to	the	trilogy,	it	is	"anticlimactic."[7]	Each	of	the	three	novels	originally	was	nominated	for	the	Locus	Award	for	Best	Science	Fiction	Novel	in	the	year	it	was	published	(1987,	1988,	and	1989),	though
none	of	the	books	won	the	award.[8]	Adaptations	In	September	2015,	it	was	announced	that	producer	Allen	Bain	had	optioned	the	rights	to	make	Dawn	for	television.[9]	On	February	26,	2020,	Amazon	Studios	acquired	the	streaming	rights	with	Victoria	Mahoney	writing	and	directing	the	pilot	episode	based	on	Dawn,	and	will	produce	the	series	with
Bain,	Pearl,	and	Carter's	Brainframe,	Ava	DuVernay’s	Array	Filmworks	and	Charles	D.	King’s	MACRO.[10]	Further	reading	Scholarship	Mehta	(2019)	“Indigenous	maternal	and	child	health”	Dawn	by	Octavia	Butler	used	in	course	syllabus,	University	of	Manitoba.	Department	of	community	health	sciences.	Family	4606.	Ackerman,	Erin	M.	Pryor.
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