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Reading the Throne of Glass series in order isn't difficult, because author Sarah J. Maas laid out her high fantasy epic in a mostly linear fashion. Starting in 2012 with Maas' debut novel, Throne of Glass follows teenage assassin Celaena Sardothien who vies to become the King's Champion to earn her freedom. Published over six years, the entire
Throne of Glass series delivers a strong dose of high fantasy along with Maas' signature young-adult romance twist. Following in the footsteps of other great fantasy authors, Maas' series crackles with realism as she constructs a fascinating world around Celaena. In a myriad of YA fantasy novels, Maas' stood out with critics, with the eighth book even
earning an impressive 4.65 on Goodreads. Naturally, the Throne of Glass series could rival Game of Thrones if put on TV, and the books were optioned in 2016 with much fanfare. No TV show materialized and the option since reverted to Maas to pursue other suitors in film and television. With Maas' other series, A Court of Thorns and Roses, moving
forward with an adaptation, it is only a matter of time before Throne of Glass is on screens. Related Hulu’s A Court of Thorns and Roses could revitalize fantasy TV, and its success may determine the fate of another much-anticipated book adaptation. Seven Novels And A Collection Of Novels Were Published Over Six Years Custom Image by Yailin
Chacon Unlike other fantasy authors who jump around in the timeline for added confusion, Maas' books are rather straightforward, and reading the Throne of Glass series in order of publication is a breeze. Starting with 2012's Throne of Glass and concluding with 2018's Kingdom of Ash present the story linearly. Book Title Publication Year Throne Of
Glass 2012 Crown Of Midnight 2013 The Assassin’s Blade 2014 Heir Of Fire 2014 Queen Of Shadows 2015 Empire Of Storms 2016 Tower Of Dawn 2017 Kingdom Of Ash 2018 There is only a small deviation for the prequel novellas published in 2014 as The Assassin's Blade. Since they are prequels, they can be read at any time, and they aren't
required to enjoy the series as a whole. Maas didn't include too much vital information in The Assassin's Blade, and instead, they are merely more world-building for an already fleshed-out universe. In reality, a reader could likely enjoy the prequel novellas at any point in the reading order if they so choose, instead of following along strictly by
publication or chronology. Maas was originally inspired by Cinderella when she began writing the early parts of the story, but after 10 years of working on it, it no longer resembled a fairy tale retelling. The debut book in the series, Throne of Glass introduces teenage assassin Celaena Sardothien as she is serving a prison sentence in the slave camp
when she is brought to Crown Prince Dorian who is looking for a royal assassin. The role is termed "King's Champion" in order to make it a little less unsavory. In order to earn her freedom, Celaena must compete against other deadly assassins and professional thieves. At the end of the competition, the finalists must battle one another. However, the
competition doesn't exactly go as planned as Celaena also finds herself investigating a strange conspiracy that is eliminating contestants left and right. A quintessential first novel in a fantasy series, Throne of Glass not only starts the story in earnest but sets up threads that pay off in later novels. When reading the Throne of Glass book series in order
of publication, Crown of Midnight comes in as the second novel. Published one year later, the novel catches up with Celaena after she has won the contest to become the royal assassin. However, all is not well in the kingdom as new challenges arrive that not only test the royal assassin's prowess but her loyalty to the crown as well. She does not want
to kill for the king, even though it's the very thing that could eventually earn her freedom. Kicking things into high gear, Crown of Midnight is a fantasy book with a unique twist, and Maas knew exactly how to hook the reader and avoid the sophomore slump that so many series fall into. So many series see the second book as a "bridge book." That is,
the second book is a means to link the introduction to the world to a larger story instead of allowing its story to stand on its own. Crow of Midnight is certainly not a "bridge book." It is the debut of Crown of Midnight that made the series a New York Times Bestseller. Published earlier in the same year as the third book in the Throne of Glass series,
The Assassin's Blade is a collection of five novellas set within the universe. Four of the stories were originally published as e-books before they were compiled with the fifth as The Assassin's Blade. The volume includes: The Assassin And The Pirate Lord The Assassin And The Desert The Assassin And The Underworld The Assassin And The Empire The
Assassin And The Healer The short stories follow Celaena before the events of the first novel and see her working for the Assassin's Guild as one of their most effective Kkillers. The novellas act to shed light on how she ended up in the prison camp. The quick and digestible nature of the stories is perfect for an established fan of the series, and they add
a bit of spice to the pre-existing stories without being absolutely crucial to understanding the first two books. On the way to becoming one of the best-selling fantasy series of all time, Sarah J. Maas published the third book in the series, 2014's Heir of Fire. In the book, Celaena is desperate for revenge against the tyrant who ruined her life, while also
facing a mystical force that threatens to destroy the entire world. She is not, however, the only character who gets the spotlight. Prince Dorian, an immortal Ironteeth witch named Manon Blackbeak, and members of the Fae are all fleshed out in this chapter of the series. Deftly balancing its disparate parts, Heir of Fire is a sleek but effective fantasy
tale that builds upon the emotional impact of the previous novels. A page-turner to say the least, Heir of Fire pivots the series into much darker places going forward. Truly building Celaena into a classic fantasy hero, Queen of Shadows continues the series' emotional arc through Maas' signature prose with new names, new reveals, and a return to a
familiar kingdom. This is the slowest moving of the series of novels, but like the two before it, the story must split its time among a much larger cast of characters. Celaena still bears the biggest weight of the story on her shoulders though. Despite having nothing to fight for at this point but her own vengeance, Celaena returns to the empire on her
revenge quest and encounters many new people who inspire her to continue her crusade. Though the book is more a continuation of previous threads than anything else, Celaena is built into such a dynamic figure that even the most mundane moments are compelling. Queen Of Shadows was named the Goodreads Best Young Adult Fantasy & Science
Fiction book of 2015. Taken as the fifth book when reading the Throne of Glass series in order, Empire of Storms represents yet another transition for the epic saga. This particular book in the series begins to examine ideas of fate and just how Celaena's path may or may not have been chosen for her up to this point. Now fully assuming her persona
as Aelin and the power that comes with it (some of that power darker than expected), the assassin formerly known as Celaena must maintain precious alliances in order to keep the kingdoms of Erilea from falling apart around her. Unafraid to make bold moves, Maas lords over her characters with realistic malice, as no one is safe, and no alliance is
truly strong. Shocking twists and compelling romance are only some of the attractions in the fifth book. Related If ACOTAR is a success, Hulu producers might soon find themselves casting the main characters of Sarah ]J. Maas' epic fantasy series Throne of Glass. While the fantasy books haven't become movies or TV shows yet, Tower of Dawn is
further proof that the Throne of Glass series is practically begging to be adapted. Like television series that lose their leads or need a fresh take, Tower of Dawn takes on a new perspective, breathing even newer life into a series that hasn't yet gone stale. Centering on the beloved character of Chaol Westfall who has been a supporting player in the
previous novels, the sixth book sees the former Captain of the Guard on an epic quest to form crucial alliances in order to prevent all the kingdoms from falling into violent disarray. Despite not including series protagonist Aelin (Celaena), Tower of Dawn is a must-read and helps to set up the massive conclusion in the eighth and final novel. Closing
out the Throne of Glass series, 2018's Kingdom of Ash delivered an appropriately epic conclusion in a book that is almost one thousand pages long. It is the longest book in the series by more than 200 pages, proving that there is still quite a bit of story before the reader can have that epic conclusion. Now the queen, Aelin finds herself captured and
suffering lengthy torture that is much like what she endured during her time as a slave. Meanwhile, the kingdoms prepare for conflict as the strength of newfound alliances is put to the ultimate test. Effortlessly blending so many storylines together, Kingdom of Ash uses every page effectively and is a satisfying finale that doesn't skimp on all the
prose, romance, and surprises that make Maas a best-selling fantasy author. Custom Image by Yailin Chacon Reading the Throne of Glass books in timeline order offers another alternative to the publication date strategy, and the existence of the prequel novellas opens the door for a bit of deviation. Readers could also choose to go chronologically
through the story which is exactly the same as the publication order, except The Assassin's Blade is read first. Read Order Novel Title Publication Date 1 The Assassin’s Blade 2014 2 Throne Of Glass 2012 3 Crown Of Midnight 2013 4 Heir Of Fire 2014 5 Queen Of Shadows 2015 6 Empire Of Storms 2016 7 Tower Of Dawn 2017 8 Kingdom Of Ash
2018 This option presents the story linearly but is not necessarily recommended for newcomers to fantasy books. Though the novellas don't assume the reader has already read the first two books in the series, it is helpful to have some familiarity with the characters and Maas' world. The stories are short and do not rely on world building, but expect
that the readers will have at least some understanding of the way the fantasy series works. Publication order may be the best order for newcomers to read the series while those already fans of the world may want to reread the Throne of Glass novels in the timeline order of the world. Definitively stating the best Throne of Glass book is tricky, since
every entry in the Sarah J. Maas series is incredibly strong in its own right. There's no real consensus among the fanbase over which book is best, either. Looking at sites like Goodreads, it's clear that there's a great deal of variation between readers over which they enjoyed the most. The Throne of Glass book some choose as their favorite will be
ranked by others as the least enjoyable, and vice versa. This is a testament to the quality of both the Throne of Glass series and the skills of Sarah J. Mass as an author, as there's no weak link in the series. However, this also makes it difficult to define the best of the bunch too, since no book stands out as notably superior. However, there are a few
entries in the franchise that received awards, which does hint they may be contenders for the title of best Throne of Glass novel. Goodreads awarded Queen of Shadows and Kingdom of Ash with the Best Young Adult Fantasy & Science Fiction awards in 2015 and 2018 respectively. This is as good an indicator as any that both could be considered as
the best Throne of Glass book. However, this still doesn't correlate to the rankings of many readers. Ultimately, deciding which Throne of Glass book is the best is entirely subjective and down to the personal taste of each reader, since every novel in the series is incredibly strong. Reading Lists — Throne Of Glass Throne Of Glass is a series of 7 books
by Sarah J. Maas. The first book published in the series is Throne Of Glass in 2012. Here is a complete list of Throne Of Glass books in order. Last update: June 18, 2025 Throne of Glass is a young adult high fantasy book series by Sarah J. Mass. She is an American author, also known for the best-selling young adult series A Court of Thorns and Roses
and Crescent City. Mass said she started working on the first book in Throne of Glass when she was sixteen and the inspiration behind it was Cinderella. The premise for the series is “What if Cinderella was not a servant, but an assassin? And what if she didn’t attend the ball to meet the prince, but to kill him, instead?”. There are eight books in the
series, the first book came out in 2012 and the last one was published in 2018. The series follows Celaena Sardothien, a teenage assassin in a corrupted kingdom ruled by a tyrant, the King of Adarlan. As the story progresses, Celaena forms unexpected bonds and uncovers a conspiracy amidst her adventures. The book series was optioned by Hulu and
Disney for a TV adaptation. There are two ways you can read this eight-part series. The purist order and the romantic order. Each has its own advantages, the purist order follows the publication date of each book and it is the intended order of reading. On the other hand, the romantic order is meant for those who want to experience the most
impactful emotional connection to the characters and the story. Throne Of Glass Purist reading order: The Assassin’s Blade (2014) Throne of Glass (2012) Crown of Midnight (2013) Heir of Fire (2014) Queen of Shadows (2015) Empire of Storms (2016) Tower of Dawn (2017) Kingdom of Ash Throne Of Glass the Romantic reading order: Throne of
Glass (2012) Crown of Midnight (2013) Heir of Fire (2014) The Assassin’s Blade (2014) Queen of Shadows (2015) Tower of Dawn (2017) Empire of Storms (2016) Kingdom of Ash (2018) In this article, we are going to follow the purist order, so it will be easier to follow each novel’s synopsis. But, don’t be discouraged to give the romantic order a try,
especially if you already read the books in the purist order- it will give you a whole new perspective on the book series. The Assassin’s Blade is a collection of 5 stories set before the Throne of Glass series, including four novellas previously only published in e-book form: The Assassin and the Pirate Lord, The Assassin and the Desert, The Assassin and
the Underworld, and The Assassin and the Empire, as well as The Assassin and the Healer. She is beautiful, deadly, and destined for greatness. Celaena Sardothien is an assassin, and she is summoned to the castle where a tyrant king rules. She comes not to kill the king, but to win her own freedom. If she is able to defeat twenty-three killers, thieves,
and warriors in a competition, she will be released from prison to serve as the king’s champion. But something evil dwells in the castle of glass. When her competition starts dying off one by one, Celaena’s fight for freedom becomes a fight for her own survival. Assassin Celaena Sardothien won the contest to become king’s Champion. But, Celaena is
far from loyal to the crown. She hides her secret well, she knows the king is not a good man. She is trying to untangle the mysteries buried deep within the glass castle, and her closest relationships have to suffer. It seems like no one is questioning her allegiances—not the Crown Prince Dorian; not Chaol, the Captain of the Guard; not even her best
friend, Nehemia. Then one terrible night, Celaena’s world shatters, and she will be forced to give up the very thing most precious to her and decide once and for all where her true loyalties lie, and whom she is ultimately willing to fight for. Celaena has survived deadly contests and shattering heartbreak, but now she must travel to a new land to
confront her darkest truth. A truth about her heritage that could change her life forever. At the same time, brutal and monstrous forces are gathering on the horizon, intent on enslaving her world. Will Celaena find the strength to fight her inner demons, and take on the evil that is about to be unleashed? Celaena Sardothien had everything taken from
her. But still, she has the strength to return to the empire—for vengeance, to rescue her once-glorious kingdom, and to confront the shadows of her past. She has embraced her new identity as Aelin Galathynius, Queen of Terrasen. But to reclaim her throne, she must fight. She wants to fight for her cousin, a warrior prepared to die for her. She will
fight for her friend, a young man trapped in an terrifying prison. And she will fight for her people, who are enslaved by a brutal king. The long path to her throne has only just begun for Aelin Galathynius aka Celaena Sardothien as war looms on the horizon. Loyalties have been shifted, friends have been lost and gained, and those who possess magic
find themselves colliding with those who don’t. With her heart sworn to the warrior-prince, and her fealty pledged to her people, Aelin has to push her power to the maximum to protect those she loves. But as dark forces become poised to claim her world, the only chance for salvation lies in a desperate quest that may mark the end of everything Aelin
holds dear. This is a parallel novel to the empire of Storms and it follows Chaol Westfall and Nesryn Faliq as they come to Antica to forge an alliance with the Khagan of the Southern Continent, whose vast armies are Erilea’s last hope. But, they have another motive to come- they seek healing at the famed Torre Cesme for the wounds Chaol received
in Rifthold. After enduring unspeakable horrors as a child, Yrene Towers has no desire to help Chaol Westfall, let alone heal him. Chaol, Nesryn, and Yrene will have to draw on every bit of their resilience if they wish to save their friends. This is the last installment in the series, and it has won The GoodReads choice award in 2018. Aelin Galathynius
has vowed to save her people — but at a what cost? She is locked in an iron coffin by the Queen of the Fae, and now she must draw upon her fiery will as she endures months of torture. With Aelin captured, her friends and allies are scattered to different fates. Some bonds will become even more solid, while others will be broken forever. As destinies
weave together at last, all must fight if they want a chance for salvation. Yes, the Throne of Glass should be read in order. For the first-time reader, it is best to follow the order in which the books have been released- aka the purist order. But, if you want an unorthodox approach to the reading order, you can always start with the romantic order. The
romantic order is organized in a way in which the story will mean so much more to you. It is hard to explain, but just trust us. *This post may contain affiliate links, meaning we earn a small commission if you make a purchase through links on our site. This is at no additional cost to you. Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas is one of my all-time favorite
book series. In my opinion, it’s one of the best series for someone who is looking to get into High Fantasy as a genre! The whole series consists of seven books and one collection of novellas that acts as a prequel (so basically it’s just the eighth book in the series). Now that the full series has been published and out for some time, there are a few
different orders to reading this YA epic fantasy. I will talk you through a couple of different options for how to read this series, as well as recommend my preferred order of reading! The first book, Throne of Glass, follows Celaena Sardothien, who is Adarlan’s assassin. She’s been imprisoned in Endovier (the salt mines) for her crimes. The book begins
with the crown prince, Dorian Havilliard, and his captain of the guards, Chaol. They offer Celaena an opportunity to earn freedom, but at a cost. The King of Adarlan is holding a competition to find his champion, and Dorian wants Celaena to partake. However, Celaena HATES the King. She agrees to play in the King’s games, and she goes to live in the
Glass Castle. While there, she trains and competes against other assassins and thieves for the role of the King’s Champion. We soon realize that there are darker things at play, and as Celaena competes for her freedom, she also tries to solve the murders happening around her. It’s a great start to a great story, and with each book, both the world and
the characters develop in super complex and rich way. This book has romance, magic (even though all the magic has disappeared in Adarlan), heists, adventures, and mystery! The tone of the books following Throne of Glass has much more of an epic fantasy feel, whereas the first one, although the stakes are high, is not quite the end of the world as
we know it. I think for the truest first-time reading experience, it’s best to read the books in order of publication, except for the novellas. These are better read not when they first were released but when they were published as a collection in The Assassin’s Blade. My recommended order is as follows: 1. Throne of Glass 2. Crown of Midnight 3. Heir of
Fire 4. The Assassin’s Blade 5. Queen of Shadows 6. Empire of Storms 7. Tower of Dawn 8. Kingdom of Ash Personally, I think it’s best to read in this order because you get to experience information the same way as readers who were reading the books as they came out. I find the order in which information unfurls is the most satisfying. For example,
knowing that Sam is someone from Celaena’s past but not knowing his origin story from reading The Assassin’s Blade till after Heir of Fire creates such a better build-up rather than reading it as the first book in the series. Another popular option for reading the TOG series is to read in chronological order. Like I said above, I feel that you lose some of
the best OMG!!!! moments when doing this, except for the tandem read (which I'll talk about in a sec!). However, if you are doing a re-read, this could be a fun way to experience the series for the second (or third or fourth hehe) time. Let’s be real, Sarah J. Maas has a chokehold on all of us in a different way, so a re-read of TOG is pretty much
inevitable. The chronological order is as follows: 1. The Assassin’s Blade 2. Throne of Glass 3. Crown of Midnight 4. Heir of Fire 5. Queen of Shadows 6. Empire of Storms & Tower of Dawn (these happen simultaneously!) 7. Kingdom of Ash Okay, before we continue, there are some minor Throne of Glass series spoilers ahead. Like I mentioned earlier,
the events of Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn take place at the same time. However, they follow two different characters on two separate continents. Empire of Storms follows our main cast of characters and conflict on the continent of Erilea while Tower of Dawn follows Chaol on the southern continent, Antica. Chaol, during a battle in Queen of
Shadows, is injured and left without the use of his legs. He travels to Antica to search for a cure from the healers of Torre Cesme, and he finds so much more! Now, I would not recommended reading these two books in tandem if you are reading for the first time, but I would recommend if you're re-reading the series. I personally love Chaol
(unpopular opinion), but he was one of my favorite characters from even the first book, so I am a Tower of Dawn STAN. I know some people who feel less inclined to read a whole book following Chaol. If you're one of those people, you may have a desire to skip this book, but you CANNOT!!! Not only is it a great book where you get to meet some new
characters and tie in some great plot points from The Assassin’s Blade, but it’s also pivotal to the plot of Kingdom of Ash. So even though you may be jonesing to find out what happed to Aelin, do not skip Tower of Dawn. If you’'re interested, you can click here for a chapter by chapter of the tandem read! Though you can read The Assassin’s Blade first,
I strongly suggest reading the Throne of Glass series in order of publication. This would mean reading The Assassin’s Blade after Heir of Fire and before Queen of Shadows. There would be no spoilers if you do choose to start with The Assassin’s Blade, but the overall reading experience is, in my opinion, best if not read in chronological order on your
first time reading through the Throne of Glass series. Yes! You can read the ACOTAR series before reading the TOG series. These two series are not exactly connected...or are they? You do not need any information from either series to enjoy reading them before or after each other. Both ACOTAR and TOG stand on their own from each other, and you
do not need to read one to enjoy the other. However there are some easter eggs that you will get giddy over if you do read both series @ I laid out what I think the best Sarah J. Maas reading order is my post ranking all the books in the ACOTAR series. Of course, you can read them however you please, but for ultimate reading enjoyment/experience I
would read them in my recommended order! The TOG series has been out for awhile now but we did just get new Throne of Glass paperback covers this last Febuary! I'm personally waiting to start my next re-read when I get the new paperback books. I love the new covers, though I do find the old ones iconic in their own 2012 kinda way. However,
when it comes down to it, I much prefer the aesthetic of the upcoming covers. They just look so timeless and classic! What do you guys think of the new covers? And do you have a preferred reading order I didn’t go over? Let me know, and happy reading! -Paisley Other Articles From PaisleyReads: Once Upon A Broken Heart - Summary & Review
Throne of Glass is quite possibly my very first YA Fantasy series that I absolutely fell in love with. If you're just starting out, you’re in for an amazing adventure, and I'm here to help you find the best way to read the Throne of Glass books in order. The next few paragraphs will deep dive into the Throne of Glass series order and explain why and when
you should read certain books. Get ready for an epic adventure from author Sarah J. Maas who has sold more than 12 million fantasy books. Her books have won a Goodreads Choice Award every year since 2016. If you’'re just looking for a list of books, scroll all the way to the end of the article. But in order to understand what I call the “best Throne of
Glass series order,” you need to know more about why I suggest them in the order I do. We’'ll explain that below. The Assassin’s Blade is a prequel. In the strictest order, all of the stories compiled take place before Throne of Glass. So if you are a purist who wants to read chronologically, then starting with The Assassin’s Blade is the way to go. But
many readers disagree. I run a large group of YA Fantasy Addicts on Facebook and they all have a very different story to tell about proper Throne of Glass reading order. Many of our members swear by reading The Assassin’s Blade after Heir of Fire, but before Queen of Shadows. The stated reason is that the conflict in The Assassin’s Blade centers
around a relationship between Celaena and Sam, and that relationship means much more to you after you understand more about these characters from the later books. So if you’d rather forgo some surprises for greater emotional engagement with the characters, then I'd strongly recommend first reading Throne of Glass, Crown of Midnight, and
Heir of Fire before reading The Assassin’s Blade. Now that we’ve got that cleared up, what’s up with Tower of Dawn? You might be thinking: “I’ve heard a lot of mixed feelings about this book and it’s cover is so different from the rest of the series. Is it essential?” The answer is an unequivocal YES. After reading the previous books, you may not be a
big Chaol fan (I don’t get this personally, I think he’s fine, but I know plenty of people who hate him), but the response is undeniable: Tower of Dawn is a must read. The problem, when we’re talking about a Throne of Glass reading order, is that many people want to skip Tower of Dawn because of the HUGE cliffhanger at the end of Empire of Storms.
But that would be a grave mistake. So your best decision is to actually tandem read Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn at the same time. For that, I've created this helpful resource for you. A printable checklist that includes both ways to read Throne of Glass listed below as well as chapter by chapter arrangements of Empire of Storms and Tower of
Dawn for a tandem read. Read the Throne of Glass books in this order if you want to stay true to publication date and the intended order of reading. This reading order of Throne of Glass is meant for those who want the most impactful emotional connection to the characters and story. Yeah, it’s kind of out of order, but the story will mean so much
more if you read it this way. Trust me. So there you have it, all eight books in the Throne of Glass series in order for two different types of readers. Which one are you? Just because the Throne of Glass series is complete doesn’t mean Sarah J. Maas is done writing fantasy, or even done with Erilea. Without getting into spoilers, fans speculate that we
might see Erilea and her cast of heroes again. So if you're wondering whether you should read Throne of Glass before Crescent City, the answer is “maybe.” As of the publication of House of Sky and Breath, the answer is no. BUT, and that’s a big BUT, that could all change with the publication of House of Flame and Shadow. To play it safe, let’s just
say yes, you should read Throne of Glass first. Now that all the details are out of the way, let’s summarize the two Throne of Glass reading orders. Sarah J. Maas knew she wanted to be a writer when she was 11 or 12 years old. It was at this age that she read her first fantasy book. In 2002, when Maas was 16, she uploaded three chapters online. She
says she didn’t even know if she wanted to be published at that time. She also wasn'’t sure if she had an entire novel in her. So, she uploaded the first chapters to get feedback and see if anyone was interested. It became the most popular story on FictionPress.com and readers were the ones who encouraged her to seek out publication. The experience
of gaining momentum online, attracting fans, and getting feedback gave Maas the confidence to believe in herself as a young writer. Interested in discovering other books like Throne of Glass? You might also find this list of all of the Sarah J. Maas books in order helpful. Throne of Glass is quite possibly my very first YA Fantasy series that I absolutely
fell in love with. If you’'re just starting out, you’re in for an amazing adventure, and I'm here to help you find the best way to read the Throne of Glass books in order. The next few paragraphs will deep dive into the Throne of Glass series order and explain why and when you should read certain books. Get ready for an epic adventure from author Sarah
J. Maas who has sold more than 12 million fantasy books. Her books have won a Goodreads Choice Award every year since 2016. If you're just looking for a list of books, scroll all the way to the end of the article. But in order to understand what I call the “best Throne of Glass series order,” you need to know more about why I suggest them in the
order I do. We’ll explain that below. The Assassin’s Blade is a prequel. In the strictest order, all of the stories compiled take place before Throne of Glass. So if you are a purist who wants to read chronologically, then starting with The Assassin’s Blade is the way to go. But many readers disagree. I run a large group of YA Fantasy Addicts on Facebook
and they all have a very different story to tell about proper Throne of Glass reading order. Many of our members swear by reading The Assassin’s Blade after Heir of Fire, but before Queen of Shadows. The stated reason is that the conflict in The Assassin’s Blade centers around a relationship between Celaena and Sam, and that relationship means
much more to you after you understand more about these characters from the later books. So if you’d rather forgo some surprises for greater emotional engagement with the characters, then I'd strongly recommend first reading Throne of Glass, Crown of Midnight, and Heir of Fire before reading The Assassin’s Blade. Now that we’ve got that cleared
up, what’s up with Tower of Dawn? You might be thinking: “I've heard a lot of mixed feelings about this book and it’s cover is so different from the rest of the series. Is it essential?” The answer is an unequivocal YES. After reading the previous books, you may not be a big Chaol fan (I don’t get this personally, I think he’s fine, but I know plenty of
people who hate him), but the response is undeniable: Tower of Dawn is a must read. The problem, when we’re talking about a Throne of Glass reading order, is that many people want to skip Tower of Dawn because of the HUGE cliffhanger at the end of Empire of Storms. But that would be a grave mistake. So your best decision is to actually tandem
read Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn at the same time. For that, I've created this helpful resource for you. A printable checklist that includes both ways to read Throne of Glass listed below as well as chapter by chapter arrangements of Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn for a tandem read. Read the Throne of Glass books in this order if you
want to stay true to publication date and the intended order of reading. This reading order of Throne of Glass is meant for those who want the most impactful emotional connection to the characters and story. Yeah, it’s kind of out of order, but the story will mean so much more if you read it this way. Trust me. So there you have it, all eight books in
the Throne of Glass series in order for two different types of readers. Which one are you? Just because the Throne of Glass series is complete doesn’t mean Sarah J. Maas is done writing fantasy, or even done with Erilea. Without getting into spoilers, fans speculate that we might see Erilea and her cast of heroes again. So if you’'re wondering whether
you should read Throne of Glass before Crescent City, the answer is “maybe.” As of the publication of House of Sky and Breath, the answer is no. BUT, and that’s a big BUT, that could all change with the publication of House of Flame and Shadow. To play it safe, let’s just say yes, you should read Throne of Glass first. Now that all the details are out of
the way, let’s summarize the two Throne of Glass reading orders. Sarah J. Maas knew she wanted to be a writer when she was 11 or 12 years old. It was at this age that she read her first fantasy book. In 2002, when Maas was 16, she uploaded three chapters online. She says she didn’t even know if she wanted to be published at that time. She also
wasn’t sure if she had an entire novel in her. So, she uploaded the first chapters to get feedback and see if anyone was interested. It became the most popular story on FictionPress.com and readers were the ones who encouraged her to seek out publication. The experience of gaining momentum online, attracting fans, and getting feedback gave Maas
the confidence to believe in herself as a young writer. Interested in discovering other books like Throne of Glass? You might also find this list of all of the Sarah J. Maas books in order helpful. Sarah J. Maas’ Throne of Glass series is one of the most popular fantasy book series ever, so it’s natural that you’d want to read it as soon as possible. If you are
ready to start this fantasy epic but don’t know how to read Throne of Glass books in order, then I am here to help you! In the Throne of Glass series, the focus is on a teenage assassin named Celaena Sardothien. She lives in a kingdom ruled by a cruel king and experiences many trials and tribulations throughout the books, eventually culminating in
the final book published in 2018. If you are in a hurry, below is the best order to read Sarah J. Maas’s Throne of Glass books! The author, Sarah J. Maas, wrote Throne of Glass years before it was published. It wasn’t until 2012 that the first book in the series was published, followed by seven others, including a prequel. There were also talks of a TV
series appearing on Hulu, but nothing has happened yet. Besides the Throne of Glass series, Sarah J. Maas is also the author of another popular fantasy series, A Court of Thorns and Roses! How Many Throne of Glass Books Are There? Throne of Glass series is a YA fantasy series consisting of 8 books, including the prequel novella collection. In this
book series, we meet a teenage assassin who has been suffering in a slave camp. After a year, she is offered a chance to compete to become the King’s Champion. If she does and wins, then in four years, she will become free. The book series has been well received, appearing on the New York Times best-seller list and even being marked for a
television series. Over the years, it won many awards, such as the Best Young Adult Fantasy and Science Fiction in the Goodreads awards in 2015 and 2018. How to Read Throne of Glass Series in Order? There are two different ways to read Sarah J. Maas’s Throne of Glass series: the “Purist order,” which is the order of publication, or the “Romantic
order.” The only reason two different reading orders exist is because of the book titled “The Assassin’s Blade,” which is a collection of five novellas published before the main series. So, when people are all set to start reading the Throne of Glass series, their first question often is whether to start with Throne of Glass or The Assassin’s Blade. The
answer to that question is really simple. If you want to read the books in the series according to their publication date, it’s perfectly fine. But if you are looking for a more impactful emotional connection to the characters and the stories, following the “Romantic order” might be a good idea. I'll leave the decision about which order to read the Throne of
Glass series to you. I'll list both orders, and you can choose the one you like the best! Throne of Glass Series in Order of Release Date - The “Purist Order:” In this order, you start reading the series with The Assassin’s Blade, which consists of the 5 novellas, and then start with the main series. The order to read the books is as follows: Recommended
Throne of Glass Reading Order - The “Romantic Order:“ Apart from reading the Throne of Glass series in order of publication, you can also read it in the “Romantic order,” which makes more sense plot-wise. In this order, you will read the first three books in the main series, then The Assassin’s Blade, and then continue with the rest. Follow the below
list to read the series in Romantic order: Should You Read Tower of Dawn or Skip It? Unlike other book series, where each book focuses on the main characters, Tower of Dawn doesn’t focus on the protagonist. It’s so different that many readers choose to ignore it entirely and start reading Kingdom of Ash after reading Empire of Storms. However,
that’s not the right thing to do because the events in Tower of Dawn are vital to the series’ conclusion. Skipping the book would make it hard to understand certain things in the final book. I understand that you’d want to skip a book that doesn’t focus on the protagonist and doesn’t pick up right where the last book ended, especially when the last
book ended on a cliffhanger, but do not skip Tower of Dawn as it features events happening at the same time as Empire of Storms. A better solution to this problem is to “tandem read” Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn. By reading both books simultaneously, you won’t feel disconnected from the story. If you don’t know how to read these two
books simultaneously, I have prepared a guide, so do check it out! All Throne of Glass Books in Order (with Summaries): 1. Throne of Glass (2012) Celaena Sardothien is living a difficult life. This formally renowned assassin has been living a year in a slave camp as punishment. When given a chance for freedom, she jumps at the opportunity right
away... though there is a catch. To gain this freedom (which will have her serving as the King’s Champion). Celaena must survive a competition where she will go up against over two dozen people. What seems like a straightforward competition turns into something else entirely when the people she is supposed to fight start dropping dead. Celaena
has no problem with killing, but she didn’t do it. Will she end up becoming the next victim? 2. Crown of Midnight (2013) When Celaena was in the slave camp, she thought about going out every day, so she took the first opportunity to leave. Though it didn’t go according to plan, Celaena is no longer in the slave camp but works as the King’s
Champion. She hates him passionately and only pretends to be on his side. Despite her feelings, she tries to appear loyal, but it isn’t easy. People suspect something, even those who are close to her. When Celaena notices something strange going on in the castle and starts putting her nose where it doesn’t belong, it only raises even more suspicions.
Everything comes to a head one particular night, leaving Celaena shaken. She may have thought getting out of the slave camp would solve her problems, but now it seems like her problems are only getting started. 3. Heir of Fire (2014) The next book to read in the Throne of Glass books in order list is Heir of Fire! Our heroine, Celaena, has been
through many difficult situations even though she is still in her teenage years. First, she was a trained assassin who spent a year suffering in a slave camp. Then, she got a chance to join a competition and fight to the death, and she ended up becoming the King’s Champion. It’s not a position she wanted, but if it meant leaving the slave camp, then so
be it. It was supposed to be a step up, but things went awry. Now, Celaena has left her homeland, forced to travel to this land she knows nothing about. One reason she’s there is to learn about her past, something she isn’t sure she wants to figure out! 4. The Assassin’s Blade (Prequel) The Assassin’s Blade is the prequel to the Throne of Glass series.
In this series, the protagonist, Celaena, works as a deadly assassin for her master, Arobynn Hamel. He is a cruel man, and Celaena despises working for him. If she can slight him, then she will jump at the chance to do so. During her work as an assassin, Celaena had many adventures that took her all over the world. In The Assassin’s Blade, her past
adventures that take place before the events of Throne of Glass are told in a series of five novellas. These novellas include: The Assassin and the Pirate Lord The Assassin and the Healer The Assassin and the Desert The Assassin and the Underworld The Assassin and the Empire 5. Queen of Shadows (2015) Celaena has finally discovered her true
identity. She is more than a deadly assassin, eventually forced to serve as the King’s Champion. She is Aelin Galathynius, Queen of Terrasen. It’s not something she ever expected to learn about herself, but now that Celaena knows the truth, she knows what she must do. There can be no more running. In Queen of Shadows, Celaena returns to the
kingdom and is ready to take her rightful place on the throne. It will require her to fight the king she had once reluctantly worked for... a brutal king who isn’t afraid to take lives. Celaena has plenty of allies by her side, and she will need to call on all of them to defeat this evil king once and for all. 6. Empire of Storms (2016) Trying to take back a
kingdom ripped from you unceremoniously is never easy. Celaena, or Aelin, as she is going by now, knows this all too well. She is the long-lost ruler of a kingdom that was stolen from her by a brutal and cruel man. To take it back, Aelin has to engage in war, which hasn’t been easy. People have died, and others have been betrayed. Sure, there have
been successes, but they still don’t erase all the difficulties they have faced. Luckily, Aelin isn’t alone. She has plenty of people by her side, including a warrior prince who has her heart. To save her people, she has to push forward and keep going. However, with a cruel king and things from her past determined to stop her, Aelin knows her work is cut
out for her! 7. Tower of Dawn (2017) Tower of Dawn is a bit different from all the books in the Throne of Glass reading order list because it doesn’t focus on Calaena, aka Aelin. The book focuses on two characters named Chaol Westfall and Nesryn Faliq. They are desperate and have traveled to Antica for many reasons. One of the biggest ones is to
get Yrene Towers, a great healer, to heal Chaol. Only Yrene can heal his injuries, but the main issue is that Yrene doesn’t want to help. Helping Chaol, given his status and place of origin, triggers her because of past things she has dealt with. At the same time, Yrene took an oath as a healer, and that oath eventually wins out. Reluctantly, she agrees to
help Chaol, but her agreeing to help the mysterious Lord thrusts all three characters into chaos. 8. Kingdom of Ash (2018) We are put back into Aelin’s point of view, and things aren’t going so well. She wanted to save her people. In doing so, she got put in an iron coffin, locked in there by the Queen of the Fae herself! Every day is torture, but Aelin
knows she must keep pushing forward. If she doesn’t, she’s afraid she will give in to that Queen, who will be more than happy to hurt her people and all those she cares about. Aelin is a strong woman. However, a person can only take so much. Her friends outside her iron coffin may be Aelin’s only hope of surviving her current predicament. Hopefully,
she will be able to hold on until that moment comes! FAQs about the Throne of Glass Series: Is Throne of Glass Series Complete? Yes, the Throne of Glass series is complete. You can start binge-reading the books without waiting for the next title. Is Throne of Glass Spicy? The series falls under the Young Adult genre, so it’s not as spicy as you’'d
expect. Of course, the story has romance and some spicy elements, but it’s not highly detailed. When to Read The Assassin’s Blade? The Assassin’s Blade is a collection of 5 prequel novellas, and it can be read before you start reading the series. However, most readers suggest reading it after Heir of Fire and before Queen of Shadows to get the best
reading experience. What Order to Read Throne of Glass Series? The best order to read the Throne of Glass series is the “Romantic order.” In this order, you start with Throne of Glass, then read Crown of Midnight and Heir of Fire. After that, you should read The Assassin’s Blade, then Queen of Shadows, and follow it up with Empire of Storms, Tower
of Dawn, and Kingdom of Ash. Similar Book Series: Literature set in an imaginary universe "Fantasy book" redirects here. For the 1947-1951 magazine, see Fantasy Book. For the 1981-1987 magazine, see Fantasy Book (1981 magazine). [llustration from 1920 edition of George MacDonald's novel The Princess and the Goblin Fantasy Media Anime Art
Artists Authors Comics Films Podcasts Literature Magazines Manga Publishers Light novels Television Webcomics Genre studies Creatures History Early history Magic Magic item Magic system Magician Mythopoeia Tropes Fantasy worlds Campaign settings Subgenres Bangsian Children's Comedic Contemporary Dark Fairy tale Parody Fantastique
Of manners Folklore Gaslamp Ghost story Grimdark Hard High Historical Isekai LitRPG Lovecraftian horror Low Magical girl Mythpunk Occult detective fiction Progression Romantic Science Shenmo fiction Splatterpunk Superhero fiction Supernatural fiction Sword-and-sandal Sword and sorcery Tokusatsu Urban Weird Western Wuxia Xianxia
Fandom Dragon Ball fandom Harry Potter fandom Lovecraft fandom Shrek fandom Tolkien fandom My Little Pony fandom Categories Fantasy Awards Subgenres Television Tropes PortalvteSpeculative fiction Alternate history List of alternate history fiction Retrofuturism Sidewise Award Writers Fantasy fiction Anime Fandom Fantasy art Fiction
magazines Films Genres History Early history Legendary creatures Literature Podcasts Quests Magic Superheroes Television Worlds Writers Science fiction Anime Artists Awards Climate fiction Editors Fandom Conventions Fanzine Fiction magazines Genres History Timeline Organizations Podcasts Film Television Themes Writers Horror fiction
Anime Awards Conventions Fiction magazines Films History Genres Podcasts Television Writers Miscellaneous Fictional universe Fictional species Internet Speculative Fiction Database List of Japanese SF writers The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction The Encyclopedia of Fantasy Portalvte Fantasy literature is literature set in an imaginary universe,
often but not always without any locations, events, or people from the real world. Magic, the supernatural and magical creatures are common in many of these imaginary worlds. Fantasy literature may be directed at both children and adults. Fantasy is considered a genre of speculative fiction and is distinguished from the genres of science fiction and
horror by the absence of scientific or macabre themes, respectively, though these may overlap. Historically, most works of fantasy were in written form, but since the 1960s, a growing segment of the genre has taken the form of fantasy films, fantasy television programs, graphic novels, video games, music and art. Many fantasy novels originally
written for children and adolescents also attract an adult audience. Examples include Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, the Harry Potter series, The Chronicles of Narnia, and The Hobbit. Main articles: History of fantasy and Early history of fantasy Stories involving magic and terrible monsters have existed in spoken forms before the advent of
printed literature. Classical mythology is replete with fantastical stories and characters, the best known (and perhaps the most relevant to modern fantasy) being the works of Homer (Greek) and Virgil (Roman).[1] The philosophy of Plato has had great influence on the fantasy genre. In the Christian Platonic tradition, the reality of other worlds, and
an overarching structure of great metaphysical and moral importance, has lent substance to the fantasy worlds of modern works.[2] With Empedocles (c. 490 - c. 430 BC), elements are often used in fantasy works as personifications of the forces of nature.[3] India has a long tradition of fantastical stories and characters, dating back to Vedic
mythology. The Panchatantra (Fables of Bidpai), which some scholars believe was composed around the 3rd century BC.[4] It is based on older oral traditions, including "animal fables that are as old as we are able to imagine".[5] It was influential in Europe and the Middle East. It used various animal fables and magical tales to illustrate the central
Indian principles of political science. Talking animals endowed with human qualities have now become a staple of modern fantasy.[6] The Baital Pachisi (Vikram and the Vampire), a collection of various fantasy tales set within a frame story is, according to Richard Francis Burton and Isabel Burton, "the germ which culminated in the Arabian Nights,
and which also inspired the Golden Ass of Apuleius, (2nd century A.D). Boccaccio's Decamerone (c.1353) the Pentamerone (1634, 1636) and all that class of facetious fictitious literature."[7] The Book of One Thousand and One Nights (Arabian Nights) from the Middle East has been influential in the West since it was translated from the Arabic into
French in 1704 by Antoine Galland.[8] Many imitations were written, especially in France.[9] The Fornaldarsagas, Norse and Icelandic sagas, both of which are based on ancient oral tradition influenced the German Romantics, as well as William Morris, and J. R. R. Tolkien.[10] The Anglo-Saxon epic poem Beowulf has also had deep influence on the
fantasy genre; although it was unknown for centuries and so not developed in medieval legend and romance, several fantasy works have retold the tale, such as John Gardner's Grendel.[11] Celtic folklore and legend has been an inspiration for many fantasy works.[12] The Welsh tradition has been particularly influential, owing to its connection to
King Arthur and its collection in a single work, the epic Mabinogion.[12] One influential retelling of this was the fantasy work of Evangeline Walton.[13] The Irish Ulster Cycle and Fenian Cycle have also been plentifully mined for fantasy.[12] Its greatest influence was, however, indirect. Celtic folklore and mythology provided a major source for the
Arthurian cycle of chivalric romance: the Matter of Britain. Although the subject matter was heavily reworked by the authors, these romances developed marvels until they became independent of the original folklore and fictional, an important stage in the development of fantasy.[14] Romance or chivalric romance is a type of prose and verse
narrative that reworked legends, fairy tales, and history to suit the readers' and hearers' tastes, but by c. 1600 they were out of fashion, and Miguel de Cervantes famously burlesqued them in his novel Don Quixote. Still, the modern image of "medieval” is more influenced by the romance than by any other medieval genre, and the word medieval
evokes knights, distressed damsels, dragons, and other romantic tropes.[15] At the time of the Renaissance romance continued to be popular, and the trend was to more fantastic fiction. The English Le Morte d'Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory (c.1408-1471) was written in prose, and the work dominates the Arthurian literature.[16] Arthurian motifs have
appeared steadily in literature from its publication, though the works have been a mix of fantasy and non-fantasy works.[17] At the time, it and the Spanish Amadis de Gaula (1508), which was also written in prose, spawned many imitators, and the genre was popularly well-received. It later produced such masterpieces of Renaissance poetry as
Ludovico Ariosto's Orlando furioso and Torquato Tasso's Gerusalemme Liberata. Ariosto's tale in particular was a source text for many fantasies of adventure.[18] During the Renaissance, Giovanni Francesco Straparola wrote and published The Facetious Nights of Straparola (1550-1555), a collection of stories of which many are literary fairy tales.
Giambattista Basile wrote and published the Pentamerone, which was the first collection of stories to contain solely what would later be known as fairy tales. The two works include the oldest recorded form of many well-known (and some more obscure) European fairy tales.[19] This was the beginning of a tradition that would both influence the
fantasy genre and be incorporated in it, as many works of fairytale fantasy appear to this day.[20] In a work on alchemy in the 16th century, Paracelsus (1493-1541) identified four types of beings with the four elements of alchemy: gnomes (earth elementals); undines (water); sylphs (air); and salamanders (fire).[21] Most of these beings are found in
folklore as well as alchemy, and their names are often used interchangeably with similar beings from folklore.[22] Literary fairy tales, such as those written by Charles Perrault (1628-1703) and Madame d'Aulnoy (c.1650 - 1705), became very popular early in the Age of Enlightenment. Many of Perrault's tales became fairy tale staples and were
influential to later fantasy. When d'Aulnoy termed her works contes de fée (fairy tales), she invented the term that is now generally used for the genre, thus distinguishing such tales from those involving no marvels.[23] This approach influenced later writers who took up the folk fairy tales in the same manner during the Romantic era.[24] Several
fantasies aimed at an adult readership were also published in 18th century France, including Voltaire's "contes philosophique" The Princess of Babylon (1768) and The White Bull (1774).[25] This era, however, was notably hostile to fantasy. Writers of the new types of fiction such as Defoe, Richardson, and Fielding were realistic in style, and many
early realistic works were critical of fantastical elements in fiction.[26] However, in the Elizabethan era in England, fantasy literature became extraordinarily popular and fueled populist and anti-authoritarian sentiment during the 1590s.[27] Topics that were written about included "fairylands in which the sexes traded places [and] men and immortals
mingl[ing]".[27] Romanticism, a movement of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century, was a dramatic reaction to rationalism, challenging the priority of reason and promoting the importance of imagination and spirituality. Its success in rehabilitating imagination was of fundamental importance to the evolution of fantasy, and its interest in
medieval romances provided many motifs to modern fantasy.[28] The Romantics invoked the medieval romance as a model for the works they wanted to produce, in contrast to the realism of the Enlightenment.[29] One of the first literary results of this trend was the Gothic novel, a genre that began in Britain with The Castle of Otranto (1764) by
Horace Walpole. That work is considered the predecessor to both modern fantasy and modern horror fiction.[24] Another noted Gothic novel which also contains a large amount of Arabian Nights-influenced fantasy elements is Vathek (1786) by William Thomas Beckford.[30] The Grimm brothers. In the later part of the Romantic period, folklorists
collected folktales, epic poems, and ballads, and released them in printed form. The Brothers Grimm were inspired by the movement of German Romanticism in their 1812 collection Grimm's Fairy Tales, and they in turn inspired other collectors. Frequently their motivation stemmed not merely from Romanticism, but from Romantic nationalism, in
that many were inspired to save their own country's folklore. Sometimes, as in the Kalevala, they compiled existing folklore into an epic to match other nation's, and sometimes, as in The Poems of Ossian, they fabricated folklore that should have been there. These works, whether fairy tale, ballads, or folk epics, were a major source for later fantasy
works.[31] The Romantic interest in medievalism also resulted in a revival of interest in the literary fairy tale. The tradition begun with Giovanni Francesco Straparola and Giambattista Basile and developed by Charles Perrault and the French précieuses was taken up by the German Romantic movement. The German author Friedrich de la Motte
Fouqué created medieval-set stories such as Undine (1811) and Sintram and his Companions (1815), which would later inspire British writers such as George MacDonald and William Morris.[32][33][34] E.T.A. Hoffmann's tales, such as The Golden Pot (1814) and The Nutcracker and the Mouse King (1816) were notable additions to the canon of
German fantasy.[35] Ludwig Tieck's collection Phantasus (1812-1817) contained several short fairy tales, including "The Elves".[36] In France, the main writers of Romantic-era fantasy were Charles Nodier with Smarra (1821) and Trilby (1822)[37][38] and Théophile Gautier who penned such stories as "Omphale" (1834) and "One of Cleopatra's
Nights" (1838) as well as the novel Spirite (1866).[39][40] Fantasy literature was popular in Victorian times, with the works of writers such as Mary Shelley, William Morris, George MacDonald, and Charles Dodgson reaching wider audiences. Hans Christian Andersen took a new approach to fairy tales by creating original stories told in a serious
fashion.[41] From this origin, John Ruskin wrote The King of the Golden River (1851), a fairy tale that included complex levels of characterization and created in the Southwest Wind an irascible but kindly character similar to J.R.R. Tolkien's later Gandalf.[41] The history of modern fantasy literature began with George MacDonald, author of such
novels as The Princess and the Goblin (1868) and Phantastes (1868), the latter of which is widely considered to be the first fantasy novel written for adults. MacDonald also wrote one of the first critical essays about the fantasy genre, "The Fantastic Imagination", in his book A Dish of Orts (1893).[42][43] MacDonald was a major influence on both
Tolkien and C. S. Lewis.[44] The other major fantasy author of this era was William Morris, an admirer of the Middle Ages and a poet who wrote several fantastic romances and novels in the latter part of the 19th century, including The Well at the World's End (1896). Morris was inspired by the medieval sagas, and his writing was deliberately archaic
in the style of the chivalric romances.[45] Morris's work represented an important milestone in the history of fantasy, as while other writers wrote of foreign lands or of dream worlds, Morris was the first to set his stories in an entirely invented world.[46] Authors such as Edgar Allan Poe and Oscar Wilde also contributed to the development of fantasy
with their writing of horror stories.[47] Wilde also wrote a large number of children's fantasies, collected in The Happy Prince and Other Stories (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891).[48] H. Rider Haggard developed the conventions of the lost world subgenre with his novel King Solomon's Mines (1885), which presented a fantastical Africa to
a European audience still unfamiliar with the continent.[49] Other writers, including Edgar Rice Burroughs and Abraham Merritt, further developed the style. Several classic children's fantasies such as Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865),[50] L. Frank Baum's The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900), as well as the work of E. Nesbit
and Frank R. Stockton were also published around this time.[51] C. S. Lewis noted that in the earlier part of the 20th century, fantasy was more accepted in juvenile literature, and therefore a writer interested in fantasy often wrote for that audience, despite using concepts and themes that could form a work aimed at adults.[52] At this time, the
terminology for the genre was not settled. Many fantasies in this era were termed fairy tales, including Max Beerbohm's "The Happy Hypocrite" (1896) and MacDonald's Phantastes.[53] It was not until 1923 that the term "fantasist" was used to describe a writer (in this case, Oscar Wilde) who wrote fantasy fiction.[54] The name "fantasy" was not
developed until later; as late as J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit (1937), the term "fairy tale" was still being used. An important factor in the development of the fantasy genre was the arrival of magazines devoted to fantasy fiction. The first such publication was the German magazine Der Orchideengarten which ran from 1919 to 1921.[55] In 1923, the first
English-language fantasy fiction magazine, Weird Tales, was created.[56] Many other similar magazines eventually followed.[57] and The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction[58] H. P. Lovecraft was deeply influenced by Edgar Allan Poe and to a somewhat lesser extent, by Lord Dunsany; with his Cthulhu Mythos stories, he became one of the most
influential writers of fantasy and horror in the 20th century.[59] Despite MacDonald's future influence, and Morris' popularity at the time, it was not until around the start of the 20th century that fantasy fiction began to reach a large audience, with authors such as Lord Dunsany (1878-1957) who, following Morris's example, wrote fantasy novels, but
also in the short story form.[45] He was particularly noted for his vivid and evocative style.[45] His style greatly influenced many writers, not always happily; Ursula K. Le Guin, in her essay on style in fantasy "From Elfland to Poughkeepsie", wryly referred to Lord Dunsany as the "First Terrible Fate that Awaiteth Unwary Beginners in Fantasy",
alluding to young writers attempting to write in Lord Dunsany's style.[60] According to S. T. Joshi, "Dunsany's work had the effect of segregating fantasy—a mode whereby the author creates his own realm of pure imagination—from supernatural horror. From the foundations he established came the later work of E. R. Eddison, Mervyn Peake, and J.
R. R. Tolkien.[61] In Britain in the aftermath of World War I, a notably large number of fantasy books aimed at an adult readership were published, including Living Alone (1919) by Stella Benson,[62] A Voyage to Arcturus (1920) by David Lindsay,[63] Lady into Fox (1922) by David Garnett,[62] Lud-in-the-Mist (1926) by Hope Mirrlees,[62][64] and
Lolly Willowes (1926) by Sylvia Townsend Warner.[62][65] E. R. Eddison was another influential writer who wrote during this era. He drew inspiration from Northern sagas, as Morris did, but his prose style was modeled more on Tudor and Elizabethan English, and his stories were filled with vigorous characters in glorious adventures.[46] Eddison's
most famous work is The Worm Ouroboros (1922), a long heroic fantasy set on an imaginary version of the planet Mercury.[66] Literary critics of the era began to take an interest in "fantasy" as a genre of writing, and also to argue that it was a genre worthy of serious consideration. Herbert Read devoted a chapter of his book English Prose Style
(1928) to discussing "Fantasy" as an aspect of literature, arguing it was unjustly considered suitable only for children: "The Western World does not seem to have conceived the necessity of Fairy Tales for Grown-Ups".[43] In 1938, with the publication of The Sword in the Stone, T. H. White introduced one of the most notable works of comic fantasy.
[67] The first major contribution to the genre after World War II was Mervyn Peake's Titus Groan (1946), the book that launched the Gormenghast series. J. R. R. Tolkien played a large role in the popularization and accessibility of the fantasy genre with his highly successful publications The Hobbit (1937) and The Lord of the Rings (1954-55).[68]
Tolkien was largely influenced by an ancient body of Anglo-Saxon myths, particularly Beowulf, as well as William Morris's romances and E. R. Eddison's 1922 novel, The Worm Ouroboros. Tolkien's close friend C. S. Lewis, author of The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-56) and a fellow English professor with a similar array of interests, also helped to
publicize the fantasy genre. Tove Jansson, author of The Moomins, was also a strong contributor to the popularity of fantasy literature in the field of children and adults.[69] Fantasy writers Brandon Sanderson, Steven Erikson, Terry Brooks, Philip Reeve and Joshua Kahn at Lucca Comics & Games 2016 The tradition established by these predecessors
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries has continued to thrive and be adapted by new authors. The influence of J.R.R. Tolkien's fiction has—particularly over the genre of high fantasy—prompted a reaction.[70] In China, the idea of fantasy literature as a distinct genre first became prevalent in the early 21st century.[71]:42 China has long
had pre-genre stories with fantastical elements, including zhiguai, ghost stories, and miracle tales, among others.[71]:42 It is not uncommon for fantasy novels to be ranked on The New York Times Best Seller list, and some have been at number one on the list, including most recently, Brandon Sanderson in 2014,[72] Neil Gaiman in 2013,[73] Patrick
Rothfuss[74] and George R. R. Martin in 2011,[75] and Terry Goodkind in 2006.[76] Symbolism often plays a significant role in fantasy literature, often through the use of archetypal figures inspired by earlier texts or folklore. Some argue that fantasy literature and its archetypes fulfill a function for individuals and society and the messages are
continually updated for current societies.[77] Ursula K. Le Guin, in her essay "From Elfland to Poughkeepsie", presented the idea that language is the most crucial element of high fantasy, because it creates a sense of place. She analyzed the misuse of a formal, "olden-day" style, saying that it was a dangerous trap for fantasy writers because it was
ridiculous when done wrong. She warns writers away from trying to base their style on that of masters such as Lord Dunsany and E. R. Eddison,[78] emphasizing that language that is too bland or simplistic creates the impression that the fantasy setting is simply a modern world in disguise, and presents examples of clear, effective fantasy writing in
brief excerpts from Tolkien and Evangeline Walton.[79] Michael Moorcock observed that many writers use archaic language for its sonority and to lend color to a lifeless story.[31] Brian Peters writes that in various forms of fairytale fantasy, even the villain's language might be inappropriate if vulgar.[80] Fantasy portalNovels portal Children's
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(1925), The Panchatantra, University of Chicago Press, ISBN 81-7224-080-5 {{citation}}: ISBN / Date incompatibility (help) Retrieved from " Throne of Glass is quite possibly my very first YA Fantasy series that I absolutely fell in love with. If you're just starting out, you're in for an amazing adventure, and I'm here to help you find the best way to
read the Throne of Glass books in order. The next few paragraphs will deep dive into the Throne of Glass series order and explain why and when you should read certain books. Get ready for an epic adventure from author Sarah J. Maas who has sold more than 12 million fantasy books. Her books have won a Goodreads Choice Award every year since
2016. If you're just looking for a list of books, scroll all the way to the end of the article. But in order to understand what I call the “best Throne of Glass series order,” you need to know more about why I suggest them in the order I do. We’ll explain that below. The Assassin’s Blade is a prequel. In the strictest order, all of the stories compiled take
place before Throne of Glass. So if you are a purist who wants to read chronologically, then starting with The Assassin’s Blade is the way to go. But many readers disagree. I run a large group of YA Fantasy Addicts on Facebook and they all have a very different story to tell about proper Throne of Glass reading order. Many of our members swear by
reading The Assassin’s Blade after Heir of Fire, but before Queen of Shadows. The stated reason is that the conflict in The Assassin’s Blade centers around a relationship between Celaena and Sam, and that relationship means much more to you after you understand more about these characters from the later books. So if you’'d rather forgo some
surprises for greater emotional engagement with the characters, then I'd strongly recommend first reading Throne of Glass, Crown of Midnight, and Heir of Fire before reading The Assassin’s Blade. Now that we’ve got that cleared up, what’s up with Tower of Dawn? You might be thinking: “I've heard a lot of mixed feelings about this book and it’s
cover is so different from the rest of the series. Is it essential?” The answer is an unequivocal YES. After reading the previous books, you may not be a big Chaol fan (I don’t get this personally, I think he’s fine, but I know plenty of people who hate him), but the response is undeniable: Tower of Dawn is a must read. The problem, when we’re talking
about a Throne of Glass reading order, is that many people want to skip Tower of Dawn because of the HUGE cliffhanger at the end of Empire of Storms. But that would be a grave mistake. So your best decision is to actually tandem read Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn at the same time. For that, I've created this helpful resource for you. A
printable checklist that includes both ways to read Throne of Glass listed below as well as chapter by chapter arrangements of Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn for a tandem read. Read the Throne of Glass books in this order if you want to stay true to publication date and the intended order of reading. This reading order of Throne of Glass is
meant for those who want the most impactful emotional connection to the characters and story. Yeah, it’s kind of out of order, but the story will mean so much more if you read it this way. Trust me. So there you have it, all eight books in the Throne of Glass series in order for two different types of readers. Which one are you? Just because the Throne
of Glass series is complete doesn’t mean Sarah J. Maas is done writing fantasy, or even done with Erilea. Without getting into spoilers, fans speculate that we might see Erilea and her cast of heroes again. So if you’re wondering whether you should read Throne of Glass before Crescent City, the answer is “maybe.” As of the publication of House of Sky
and Breath, the answer is no. BUT, and that’s a big BUT, that could all change with the publication of House of Flame and Shadow. To play it safe, let’s just say yes, you should read Throne of Glass first. Now that all the details are out of the way, let’s summarize the two Throne of Glass reading orders. Sarah J. Maas knew she wanted to be a writer
when she was 11 or 12 years old. It was at this age that she read her first fantasy book. In 2002, when Maas was 16, she uploaded three chapters online. She says she didn’t even know if she wanted to be published at that time. She also wasn’t sure if she had an entire novel in her. So, she uploaded the first chapters to get feedback and see if anyone
was interested. It became the most popular story on FictionPress.com and readers were the ones who encouraged her to seek out publication. The experience of gaining momentum online, attracting fans, and getting feedback gave Maas the confidence to believe in herself as a young writer. Interested in discovering other books like Throne of Glass?
You might also find this list of all of the Sarah J. Maas books in order helpful. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license
terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the
same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No
warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. If you purchase an independently reviewed product or service through a link on our website, SheKnows may receive an affiliate commission.
You're probably here for one of two reasons: 1. You just finished reading the A Court of Thorns and Roses series and are desperate to fill the bat-boy-sized hole in your heart, or 2. A wise and kind Sarah J. Maas (SJM) expert did you a favor and advised you to read Throne of Glass before ACOTAR. No matter the reason, we’re glad you’re here because
there are many ways to read the Throne of Glass series and we’re going to break them all down for you so you can choose which experience you want to get from the series. Either way, we advise you to stock up on tissues because the emotional roller coaster you're about to embark on is unlike any other, with only the strongest making it through to
the end. And don’t worry, all of this info is coming to you completely spoiler-free. Related story These Lafufus All Have a 4.5-Star or Higher Rating & Are Much Easier to Get Than Real Labubus There are three popular ways to read Throne of Glass: the chronological order (this is also frequently referred to as the purist order), the romantic order, and
the emotional order. The author of the series, Sarah ]J. Maas, recently revealed her preferred reading order as well, but we’ll get into that later. The different reading orders all revolve around the book (which is technically a prequel to the series) The Assassin’s Blade. When you choose to read The Assassin’s Blade in the series can impact whether the
story has a greater emotional or romantic effect on your Throne of Glass journey. There is no right or wrong way to read the series, so don’t stress yourself out. You can also read two of the books, Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn in tandem (I highly recommend doing this), but we’ll save that for later too. This one is pretty simple and has you
read The Assassin’s Blade first because the events in the book take place before Throne of Glass. You'll read the series in this order: The Assassin’s Blade Throne of Glass Crown of Midnight Heir of Fire Queen of Shadows Empire of Storms (Tandem) Tower of Dawn (Tandem) Kingdom of Ash Everyone has a different opinion on when to read The
Assassin’s Blade, but this is a good option if you want to read the series in the order that all of the events take place. Some people say Throne of Glass will be confusing if you don’t read The Assassin’s Blade first, but I disagree. I skipped The Assassin’s Blade entirely the first time I read Throne of Glass and I never felt confused. If you are reading this
series for the romance first and the plot second, this is probably the order you’ll want to choose. You will read the series in this order: Throne of Glass Crown of Midnight Heir of Fire The Assassin’s Blade Queen of Shadows Empire of Storms (Tandem) Tower of Dawn (Tandem) Kingdom of Ash Honestly, no matter which way you read this series, it’s
going to be emotional. You're signing up for a wild ride that will most likely put your heart through the shredder, but if you’re reading this for the plot first and the romance second, this is the likely the order you’ll want to choose. You'll read the series in this order: Throne of Glass Crown of Midnight The Assassin’s Blade Heir of Fire Queen of
Shadows Empire of Storms (Tandem) Tower of Dawn (Tandem) Kingdom of Ash Just a few weeks ago, Sarah J. Maas, updated her website before the drop of her newest novel, House of Flame and Shadow (a Crescent City novel), and the update included her preferred Throne of Glass reading order. Like a lot of readers, Maas herself recommends
reading The Assassin’s Blade after Crown of Midnight, but as I stated earlier, there is no wrong way to read it so you can choose your own adventure. OK, this probably feels overwhelming — it isn’t. The events of Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn take place during the exact same time. Empire of Storms follows one set of characters through the
timeline and Tower of Dawn follows a second set of characters through the same timeline. The tandem read combines the two books into one linear timeline and is critical for a few reasons. Most importantly, Empire of Storms ends on an absolutely mind-blowing cliffhanger and if you don’t read the two books at the same time, you’ll have to read all
663 pages of Tower of Dawn before you find out what happens after that cliffhanger. Some people end up skipping Tower of Dawn entirely because they can’t wait to find out what happens in Kingdom of Ash — do not do this. Tower of Dawn is not only an incredible book you'll regret skipping, but it is loaded with vital information that holds clues to
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quite possibly my very first YA Fantasy series that I absolutely fell in love with. If you're just starting out, you're in for an amazing adventure, and I'm here to help you find the best way to read the Throne of Glass books in order. The next few paragraphs will deep dive into the Throne of Glass series order and explain why and when you should read
certain books. Get ready for an epic adventure from author Sarah J. Maas who has sold more than 12 million fantasy books. Her books have won a Goodreads Choice Award every year since 2016. If you’'re just looking for a list of books, scroll all the way to the end of the article. But in order to understand what I call the “best Throne of Glass series
order,” you need to know more about why I suggest them in the order I do. We’'ll explain that below. The Assassin’s Blade is a prequel. In the strictest order, all of the stories compiled take place before Throne of Glass. So if you are a purist who wants to read chronologically, then starting with The Assassin’s Blade is the way to go. But many readers
disagree. I run a large group of YA Fantasy Addicts on Facebook and they all have a very different story to tell about proper Throne of Glass reading order. Many of our members swear by reading The Assassin’s Blade after Heir of Fire, but before Queen of Shadows. The stated reason is that the conflict in The Assassin’s Blade centers around a
relationship between Celaena and Sam, and that relationship means much more to you after you understand more about these characters from the later books. So if you’d rather forgo some surprises for greater emotional engagement with the characters, then I'd strongly recommend first reading Throne of Glass, Crown of Midnight, and Heir of Fire
before reading The Assassin’s Blade. Now that we’ve got that cleared up, what’s up with Tower of Dawn? You might be thinking: “I've heard a lot of mixed feelings about this book and it’s cover is so different from the rest of the series. Is it essential?” The answer is an unequivocal YES. After reading the previous books, you may not be a big Chaol fan
(I don’t get this personally, I think he’s fine, but I know plenty of people who hate him), but the response is undeniable: Tower of Dawn is a must read. The problem, when we’re talking about a Throne of Glass reading order, is that many people want to skip Tower of Dawn because of the HUGE cliffhanger at the end of Empire of Storms. But that
would be a grave mistake. So your best decision is to actually tandem read Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn at the same time. For that, I've created this helpful resource for you. A printable checklist that includes both ways to read Throne of Glass listed below as well as chapter by chapter arrangements of Empire of Storms and Tower of Dawn
for a tandem read. Read the Throne of Glass books in this order if you want to stay true to publication date and the intended order of reading. This reading order of Throne of Glass is meant for those who want the most impactful emotional connection to the characters and story. Yeah, it’s kind of out of order, but the story will mean so much more if
you read it this way. Trust me. So there you have it, all eight books in the Throne of Glass series in order for two different types of readers. Which one are you? Just because the Throne of Glass series is complete doesn’t mean Sarah J. Maas is done writing fantasy, or even done with Erilea. Without getting into spoilers, fans speculate that we might
see Erilea and her cast of heroes again. So if you're wondering whether you should read Throne of Glass before Crescent City, the answer is “maybe.” As of the publication of House of Sky and Breath, the answer is no. BUT, and that’s a big BUT, that could all change with the publication of House of Flame and Shadow. To play it safe, let’s just say yes,
you should read Throne of Glass first. Now that all the details are out of the way, let’s summarize the two Throne of Glass reading orders. Sarah J. Maas knew she wanted to be a writer when she was 11 or 12 years old. It was at this age that she read her first fantasy book. In 2002, when Maas was 16, she uploaded three chapters online. She says she
didn’t even know if she wanted to be published at that time. She also wasn’t sure if she had an entire novel in her. So, she uploaded the first chapters to get feedback and see if anyone was interested. It became the most popular story on FictionPress.com and readers were the ones who encouraged her to seek out publication. The experience of
gaining momentum online, attracting fans, and getting feedback gave Maas the confidence to believe in herself as a young writer. Interested in discovering other books like Throne of Glass? You might also find this list of all of the Sarah J. Maas books in order helpful.



