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Youre ready to mow, but your John Deere riding mower isnt. Its frustrating, isnt it? Before you call for a pricey repair, lets explore potential problems.Well look at everything from fuel system issues to spark plug snafus, battery health to ignition system impact, and even starter motor and solenoid troubles.Youre not alone were here to help you
diagnose why your John Deere riding mower wont start. Lets get your green machine back in action!Youll need to check your mowers fuel system if youre having trouble getting it to start. Its a common problem that can prevent the engine from firing up.First, make sure youve got enough fuel in the tank. Seems obvious, doesnt it? But youd be
surprised how often this is overlooked.If thats not the issue, the fuel might be stale or contaminated. If its been sitting in the tank for a while, it wont ignite properly. Its best to use fresh fuel.Another possible issue could be a clogged fuel filter. Its designed to catch impurities, but if it gets too dirty, it can block the fuel flow. So, give it a good check
and clean or replace it if necessary.In your John Deere mowers ignition system, the spark plug plays a crucial role, and without a proper functioning one, your JD riding mower wont start. Its the spark plug that creates the spark needed to ignite the fuel, which in turn powers the engine.If your spark plug is faulty or dirty, it wont produce the
necessary spark, and your mower wont start. Youll need to check it for any signs of damage or excessive wear. If its covered in grime or soot, a quick clean might do the trick. However, if its damaged or too worn out, youll need to replace it.Just as you cant overlook the spark plug, dont brush off the significance of a healthy battery when it comes to
starting your John Deere riding mower. The battery is the heart of your mowers electrical system, and without it, youre going nowhere.If its weak or dead, it cant supply the starter motor with enough power to turn the engine. You might notice the engine cranks slowly, or not at all. Now, you dont need to be a mechanic to maintain a healthy battery.
Regularly check the batterys voltage and clean any corrosion. Replace it every few years or sooner if youre having issues.Your John Deere riding mower wont start without a properly functioning ignition system. This system sends electrical current from the battery to the spark plug, which ignites the fuel-air mixture in the engine. If this process has a
fault, youre looking at a mower that wont start.A common cause is a faulty spark plug, easily detectable by a weak or nonexistent spark. The ignition switch could also be the culprit if it doesnt properly engage the starter. And dont overlook the ignition coil, which transforms the batterys low voltage to the high voltage needed for the spark.Ignition
system issues arent always the easiest to diagnose, but theyre essential to address for a working mower.Youve checked the ignition system, but your mower still wont start, so its time to examine the starter motor and solenoid for potential issues.First, inspect the starter motor. If its not turning over, it could be faulty. You can test this by jumping the
starter with a screwdriver. If it sparks but doesnt turn, its likely the problem.Next, check the solenoid. This part sends electrical current to the starter motor. If its faulty, it wont send the necessary power. Listen for a clicking sound when you turn the key. No sound might indicate a bad solenoid.Lastly, examine the wiring connections between these
parts. Loose or corroded wires can prevent power transfer. Addressing these issues might just get your mower running again.Your John Deere riding mower wont start due to:A problematic fuel systemFaulty spark plugUnhealthy batterylssues with the ignition systemTroublesome starter motor and solenoidDont be disheartened understanding and
addressing these problems can get your mower up and running in no time.Youve got this. Keep your mower healthy, and itll keep your lawn looking exceptional.Hello! My name is Chris, and I am the founder of Yard Floor. When I was a toddler, my family had a lush green lawn. I was at the center of caring for and maintaining this lawn and even
proceeded to take an associates Degree in landscaping. I am here to share my years of experience with you be it repairing your mower/tractor or caring for your lawn.Theres nothing quite like the feeling of a freshly mowed lawn. Its a symbol of order, accomplishment, and a touch of pride. But that feeling quickly turns to frustration when your trusty
John Deere lawn mower refuses to cooperate. You turn the key, the engine sputters, and then nothing. Youre left staring at a silent machine and a growing pile of uncut grass, wondering what went wrong. This article will explore the common culprits behind a John Deere lawn mowers refusal to start, providing you with the knowledge to diagnose the
issue and get your mower back in action.In short, a John Deere lawn mower might not start for a variety of reasons, including problems with the fuel system, ignition system, or even the battery. The first step is to identify the problem by looking for clues like a lack of spark, fuel issues, or a dead battery. Once youve identified the source of the
problem, you can take steps to fix it.Is There Fuel Reaching the Engine?The first suspect in a lawn mower starting problem is often the fuel system. If the engine isnt receiving fuel, it wont fire.Checking for Fuells the fuel tank full? This may seem obvious, but a simple oversight can be the culprit.Is the fuel fresh? Old fuel can go bad, gumming up the
carburetor and preventing fuel flow.Is the fuel line clear? Check for kinks, blockages, or even tiny insects that might be obstructing the flow of fuel.Is the fuel filter clogged? A clogged filter can restrict fuel flow, preventing the engine from receiving enough fuel.Checking the CarburetorlIf fuel is reaching the carburetor but the engine still wont start,
the problem might lie within the carburetor itself.Is the carburetor dirty? Over time, dirt and debris can accumulate in the carburetor, hindering fuel flow and hindering the engines ability to start.Is the float level adjusted properly? An incorrect float level can lead to flooding or a lack of fuel, preventing the engine from starting.Is the carburetor
diaphragm damaged? A damaged diaphragm can prevent proper fuel flow, causing starting issues.Is the Spark Plug Working Correctly?The ignition system is responsible for creating the spark that ignites the fuel-air mixture in the engine. If the spark plug isnt working properly, the engine wont start.Checking the Spark Plugls the spark plug
connected properly? A loose connection can prevent the spark plug from receiving power.Is the spark plug gap set correctly? The gap between the spark plug electrodes must be within the specified range.Is the spark plug worn or damaged? A worn or damaged spark plug may not be able to generate a strong enough spark to ignite the fuel.Testing
for SparkTo confirm if the spark plug is working, you can use a spark plug tester or a simple test with a wire.Spark Plug Tester: Connect the tester to the spark plug wire and crank the engine. If the tester shows a spark, the spark plug and ignition system are functioning correctly.Wire Test: Disconnect the spark plug wire from the spark plug. Hold
the wire end about 1/4 inch away from a grounded metal object (like the engine block). While someone cranks the engine, observe if theres a spark jumping between the wire and the metal.Is the Battery Fully Charged?For John Deere lawn mowers with electric starters, a dead battery can prevent the engine from turning over.Checking the
BatteryBattery Voltage: Use a multimeter to check the batterys voltage. A fully charged battery should read around 12.6 volts.Battery Terminals: Make sure the battery terminals are clean and securely connected. Corrosion can hinder the flow of electricity, preventing the starter from engaging.Jump Starting: If you suspect the battery is dead, try
jump starting the mower using another vehicle with a good battery.Other Common Causes of Starting IssuesWhile the fuel, ignition, and battery systems are the most common culprits, other factors can contribute to a John Deere lawn mowers refusal to start.Engine Oil LevelEnsure the engine oil level is adequate. Low oil levels can lead to engine
damage and starting problems.Air FilterA clogged air filter restricts air flow to the engine, hindering combustion and preventing the engine from starting.Safety SwitchesSome John Deere lawn mowers have safety switches that prevent the engine from starting unless certain conditions are met, such as the blades being disengaged. Check these
switches to ensure they are functioning properly.Fuel Line IssuesBeyond blockages, fuel line issues such as cracks or leaks can also prevent fuel from reaching the engine.Damaged Ignition CoilThe ignition coil transforms battery power into high voltage to create the spark. A damaged coil can prevent the spark plug from firing.Incorrect Air/Fuel
Mixtureln some cases, an incorrect air/fuel mixture can lead to starting issues. This can be due to a problem with the carburetor or a faulty air/fuel ratio adjustment.Starter MotorThe starter motor is responsible for turning the engine crankshaft over. If the starter motor is faulty or seized, the engine wont turn over.Troubleshooting TipsStart with the
basics: Before diving into complex troubleshooting, make sure the simple things are checked. Is there fuel in the tank? Is the spark plug connected? Are the safety switches engaged?Consult your owners manual: Your owners manual provides specific troubleshooting steps and specifications for your particular John Deere lawn mower model.Be
systematic: Go through the potential problems one by one, eliminating each possibility as you go.Dont be afraid to seek help: If youre still stumped, dont hesitate to contact a John Deere dealer or a qualified mechanic. They have the expertise to diagnose and fix even the most stubborn starting problems.Preventing Future Starting ProblemsOnce
youve tackled the current starting issue, consider taking steps to prevent future problems.Store fuel properly: Use a fuel stabilizer to prevent fuel from going bad during storage.Clean the carburetor regularly: Remove the carburetor and clean it thoroughly using a carburetor cleaning kit.Replace worn parts: Replace the spark plug, air filter, and
other wear items according to the manufacturers recommendations.Keep the battery charged: Charge the battery regularly, especially if you dont use the mower frequently.ConclusionA John Deere lawn mower that wont start can be a frustrating experience, but armed with the knowledge of common causes and troubleshooting techniques, you can
usually diagnose and fix the issue yourself. Remember to be systematic, consult your owners manual, and dont hesitate to seek help when needed. By understanding the workings of your mower and taking preventive measures, you can enjoy a smoother mowing experience and keep your lawn looking its best. FAQHere are 7 frequently asked questions
and answers regarding why your John Deere lawn mower wont start.Q1: What are some common reasons my John Deere lawn mower wont start?Al: There are several reasons why your John Deere lawn mower might not start. Some common culprits include a dead battery, a faulty spark plug, a clogged air filter, an empty fuel tank, or a problem with
the fuel system. If the engine cranks but doesnt start, it could be an ignition issue. However, if the engine doesnt crank at all, the problem might be with the starter or the battery.A2: Additionally, issues with the carburetor, such as a clogged fuel line or a faulty carburetor itself, can also prevent your mower from starting. Always start with the basics,
such as checking the fuel level and inspecting the spark plug, before moving on to more complex troubleshooting steps.Q2: How can I troubleshoot a dead battery?A2: A dead battery is a common reason for a lawn mower not starting. To troubleshoot a dead battery, check the battery terminals for corrosion and clean them if necessary. You can also
test the battery voltage with a voltmeter. If the voltage is below 12.6 volts, the battery needs to be charged or replaced.A2: If the battery is fully charged and the mower still wont start, the battery might be faulty. Try jump-starting the mower using another battery to see if it solves the problem.Q3: How do I check the spark plug?A3: The spark plug is
responsible for igniting the fuel-air mixture in the engine. A faulty spark plug can prevent your mower from starting. To check the spark plug, remove it from the engine and inspect it for wear, damage, or carbon buildup.A3: If the spark plug is dirty, clean it with a wire brush. If the spark plug is damaged or worn, replace it with a new one. After
reinstalling the spark plug, try starting the mower again.Q4: How do I check the air filter?A4: A clogged air filter can restrict airflow to the engine, making it difficult to start. To check the air filter, remove it from the mower and inspect it for dirt or debris.A4: If the air filter is dirty, clean it with a brush or replace it with a new one. Ensure that the air
filter housing is properly sealed to prevent dirt and debris from entering the engine.Q5: How do I check the fuel system?A5: Problems with the fuel system, such as a clogged fuel line or a faulty carburetor, can also prevent your mower from starting. To check the fuel system, start by inspecting the fuel line for any blockages.A5: If the fuel line is clear,
the problem might be with the carburetor. You can try cleaning the carburetor or replacing it with a new one. Its important to note that carburetor cleaning or replacement should only be attempted by someone familiar with these procedures.Q6: How do I check the starter?A6: A faulty starter can prevent the engine from cranking. To check the
starter, try turning the engine over manually using the starter motor. If the starter motor is working, the problem might be with the starter solenoid.A6: The starter solenoid is responsible for engaging the starter motor. If the solenoid is faulty, it might not be sending power to the starter motor. You can check the solenoid by tapping it with a hammer
while trying to start the mower. If this solves the problem, the solenoid needs to be replaced.Q7: What are some general maintenance tips to help prevent my John Deere lawn mower from not starting?A7: Regular maintenance is crucial for ensuring your John Deere lawn mower runs smoothly. Always check the fuel level and ensure the fuel is fresh.
Inspect the spark plug regularly and replace it as needed. Clean or replace the air filter according to the manufacturers recommendations. Also, inspect the battery terminals for corrosion and clean them regularly.A7: Finally, keep the mower clean and free of debris to prevent any issues with its operation. By following these simple maintenance tips,
you can help ensure your John Deere lawn mower starts reliably and performs well. Its usually bad timing when your John Deere mower wont start. You can bring your lawn mower to the dealership to be fixed, but during the busy season, you may not get your lawn mower back for a week or two. Your lawn doesnt just stop growing when your mower
is down so what can you do to get it running again? There are some items you can check before you bring the mower to a professional. A John Deere lawn mower wont start due to a plugged air filter, bad spark plug, dirty carburetor, plugged fuel filter, clogged fuel filter, bad fuel pump, bad spark plug, or wrong choke setting. A bad ignition switch,
faulty safety switch, bad starter solenoid, or bad battery may also contribute to the starting problem. I have put together a list of items that can cause starting issues in your John Deere gas-powered lawn mower. Many of these items can be checked and easily fixed so you can have your lawn looking good in no time! More articles that may help you
with your starting issue: Follow all safety instructions provided in your equipment operators manual before diagnosing, repairing, or operating. Consult a professional if you dont have the skills, or knowledge or are not in the condition to perform the repair safely. This may seem like a no-brainer, but to my surprise, I have found it to be the reason why
several of my customers mowers wont start. Sometimes you forget the simple things like adding fuel to your mower or you may have not realized you developed a fuel leak. Fix:Fill your fuel tank with fresh gasoline. I write more about the correct fuel for your gas John Deere lawn mowerhere.Add diesel fuel if you are running a diesel-powered mower.
Fuel that doesnt get used right away becomes old and stale over time. Gas only has a 30-day shelf life before it begins to break down and becomes less effective. The ethanol added to todays gasoline draws moisture to the fuel. When this moisture evaporates, a residue is left behind that clogs the fuel system. Always use fuel quickly. If you are unable
to consume the fuel within 30days,you need to add a fuel additive to stabilize it. Fix:Remove the old fuel using a fuel siphon pump, and add fresh fuel with a fuel additive to clean the fuel system and reduce moisture. Your fuel cap is vented by design. When your cap is broken or clogged and the cap no long vents, a vacuum is formed in the fuel tank.
The vacuum prevents fuel from leaving the fuel tank so your John Deere mower wont start. To narrow down a starting problem to the fuel cap, remove the cap and try to start your mower. If it starts and runs fine, reinstall the fuel cap and allow your John Deere to continue to run. You are waiting for the mower to begin to run sluggishly and shut off
after running for a while. If it does, you should be able to remove the cap again and start it. This is how you determine you have a problem with the fuel cap. Do not allow dirt to get into the fuel tank when the cap is removed. Fix:Replace the old cap with a new fuel cap. You can find one ononlineor visit your local John Deere dealership. John Deere
Lawn Mower Starting Problems You may have a bad spark plug connection or the spark plug may be damaged. A plug that is excessively dirty can foul out causing your engine to misfire. Remove your spark plug and inspect it for signs of dirt, carbon buildup, or a cracked porcelain insulator.A loose connection or a plug that isnt gapped correctly can
also cause starting issues. Fix:Replace a very dirty or damaged spark plug with a new spark plug. Make sure to gap them according to your manufacturers specifications. If you find your spark plug is in good condition, but has a dirty tip, use a wire brush to clean it and reuse it. Clean air is crucial to the performance of your John Deere engine. When
the air filter is excessively dirty, the enginecantget air and it is essentially being suffocated. This can develop into a larger problem causing extensive engine damage if not addressed right away.Its good practice to replace your air filter annually and clean it several times throughout the mowing season. If you are mowing in dusty conditions, you will
have to check, clean, and replace your air filter more often. A plugged air filter will prevent your John Deere mower from starting. Fix:Follow these steps to clean or replace your John Deere paper air filter: Clean your paper air filter by removing it from the air filter housing. Be careful not to let any dirt get into the air intake. Tap the filter against a
solid surface to remove excess dirt. Hold the filter up to a light source. What you are doing is checking to see if light is shining through the paper element.If you cannot see light, you must replace the air filter with a new one. If you can see light through the filter and its not dark, covered with oil, or damaged, go ahead and reuse it. Insert the air filter
into the housing and reattach the air filter cover. For information on other types of air filters read my articlehere. Most John Deere lawn mowers use a vacuum fuel pump to pump gas to your carburetor when the fuel tank sits lower than the carburetor. The fuel pump has 3 ports on it. There is an inlet port and outlet port where the fuel passes in and
out of the pump. The third port is attached to a fitting to use the pressure of the crankcase to push fuel to the carburetor FIX:First, inspect your vacuum fuel pump for cracks. If you see fuel outside of the fuel pump or cracks in the pump, the pump will no longer be able to work as designed. It must be replaced. Second, you will want to make sure you
are getting fuel from the fuel tank to the fuel pump. Turn off the fuel valve or use hose pinch pliers to crimp the fuel line and stop fuel flow. Disconnect the line from the fuel pump inlet port and place it in a container that sits lower than the fuel tank. Unclamp the fuel line or turn on the fuel valve and check to make sure fuel is flowing out of the tube
into the container. If you are not getting fuel, your fuel troubles exist before the fuel pump. You will need to check for blocked fuel lines or a plugged fuel filter. Third, if your fuel pump appears to be in good condition, and you have verified you are getting fuel to the fuel pump, you will need to verify your fuel pump is pumping fuel to the carburetor.
Reinstall the first fuel line you took off by connecting it to the fuel pump inlet port. Next, remove the fuel line from the carburetor. Place the tube in a container, start the lawn mower, and watch the end of the fuel line to make sure fuel is being pumped out of the fuel line into the container. You should have a steady flow or pulsating flow of fuel
coming out of the fuel line. Replace your fuel pump if it fails to provide a flow of fuel out of the outlet tube or if you find the fuel pump is damaged or leaking. A fuel filter can become plugged when running dirty or old fuel. The filter is designed to screen the fuel to prevent dirt and other contaminants from entering the fuel system. A plugged filter will
restrict the amount of fuel available to the engine preventing it from starting. Fix:Replace a plugged fuel filter with a new filter. Pay attention to the arrow on the side of the fuel filter when installing it. The filter must be installed with the arrow pointed in the direction of the fuel flow. Old fuel can leave gummy deposits that can become lodged in your
John Deere mowers fuel line.This affects the amount of fuel available to start and run your John Deere. Use the fuel shut-off valve or crimp the fuel line to stop and start fuel flow while checking each section of the fuel line for a blockage. Fix:Once you identify a section of the fuel line that is restricted with a clog, remove the fuel line from your John
Deere mower. Make sure your fuel flow is stopped before removing the line. Spray carburetor cleaner into the tube to loosen the clog. Blow compressed air through the line to remove the clog. Repeat with spraying carburetor cleaner and blowing air as needed until the line is no longer blocked. Install a new fuel line if you are unable to remove the
clog or if your fuel lines are dry, brittle, and beginning to crack. The carburetor is essential to your engine running because it regulates the amount of fuel mixed with air to create combustion. The John Deere lawn mower carburetor can become dirty clogging components and preventing them from functioning properly. This will prevent the flow of
gas needed to start the mower. Fix:Clean the carburetor by taking it apart and using carburetor cleaner to clean the carburetor including the float bowl and needle. You can find steps for cleaning your John Deere carburetor in thisarticle. You may have to replace or rebuild the carburetor if it appears to be in very bad condition or if cleaning does not
solve your carburetor problem. Your John Deere lawn mower wont start when the battery is dead. Make sure your battery cables are secure and the connections are not showing signs of corrosion. Clean the terminals if they are showing signs of corrosion. Use a baking soda mix (2 cups of water and 3 heaping tbsp. of baking soda) and a wire brush.
Fix:Test your battery with a multimeter. You will want a reading of about 12.7 volts. Place on a charger to charge your battery if your reading is less than 12.7 volts. Read more about the steps and items needed to charge your battery here. If your battery does not hold a charge, you will need to replace it with a new battery. Your lawn mower may use
several safety switches in its operators presence control system. The switches are meant to keep you safe while operating the mower. There is a switch designed to kill the engine if the operator leaves the seat when the mower deck is engaged in addition to other safety switches. Refer to your operators manual for all safety devices used on your
mower. A bad switch can cause your John Deere mower not to start. Fix:You can temporarily bypass the safety switch to identify a bad switch. A multimeter can also be used to help identify a bad switch. Never operate a mower without a good safety switch or when the switch is bypassed. Many people get injured by mowers annually by rolling them or
falling off the mower. Its important to always have safety switches installed and working on your equipment. You never know when youre going to need them most. You insert the key into your ignition switch and turn it only to find nothing happens. Your John Deere mower wont start. The ignition switch can be the culprit. You can check the switch
using a multimeter. Fix:Replace the ignition switchif you find it is bad. The ignition coil provides voltage to the spark plug so it can fire and start the engine. The engine will not start if the spark plug isnt able to fire. Fix:After you verified your spark plug is in good condition, check the continuity of your ignition coil usinganohmmeter. Replace the
ignition coil if you find a break in the continuity. A lawn mower solenoid is an electromagnetic switch that is like an on-off switch that actuates the starter motor to turn over the engine. A click or hum when turning your ignition key is an indication to check your solenoid. Another indication your John Deere mower solenoid may be bad is when a wire
attached to your solenoid gets hot and begins to smoke or melt. Fix: Test your John Deere mower solenoid by following the steps here. Replace your solenoid if it is found to be bad. While the charging system isnt the main reason your John Deere lawn mower wont start, it can contribute to a weak battery that prevents the mower from starting. When
the charging system fails to charge the battery, the battery may not be able to start the mower the next time you go to use it. A bad stator or alternator can be the problem along with several other electrical parts. Read this article totest your charging system hereusing an ohmmeter. Fix:If you find the problem is in your charging system, have a small
engine mechanic identify the actual cause of the failure. It could be several different items and you dont want to start guessing at the cause of the problem. Throwing parts at your John Deere mower gets pretty expensive. There are different safety procedures taken by John Deere when starting and operating your lawn mower that will shut off the
mower. For example, when you get off yourzero-turnmower with the engine still running, your mower will shut off if you fail to set the parking brake first. Fix:Refer to your John Deere operating manual to ensure you are operating your lawn mower correctly, so you dont set off the safety features that shut off your lawn mower. CausesSolutionsEmpty
Fuel TankFill with fresh fuel. John Deere mowers with 4-cycle engines require a minimum 87-octane rating and maximum 10% ethanol content.Bad or Old GasolineDrain the old fuel. Fill with fresh fuel adding a fuel stabilizer that reduces moisture and cleans the fuel system.Plugged Air FilterClean the filter by knocking dirt out of a paper air filter. If
the filter is very dirty, dark in color, wet or damaged, you should replace it with a new filter.Dirty or Damaged Spark PlugClean a dirty spark plug with a wire brush. Replace the plug with a new one if it is very dirty, has broken porcelain, or damaged electrode.Plugged Fuel FilterReplace a plugged fuel filter with a new filter. Make sure the arrow on
the inline filter is installed and pointed in the direction of the fuel flow.Plugged Fuel Line Shut off the fuel supply and remove the fuel line from the mower. Use carburetor cleaner to loosen the clog and compressed air to remove it. Replace a line if you are unable to remove the restriction.Bad Fuel PumpCheck fuel flow from the pump. Replace a bad
fuel pump.Dirty CarburetorRemove the carburetor and clean it with a carburetor cleaner. You may need to rebuild it or replace it if cleaning alone does not work.Bad Safety SwitchReplace a bad safety switch.Loose or Corroded Cables ConnectionsMake sure the wires and cables are making a good connection. Remove any corrosion on the terminals
and wires.Weak or Bad BatteryCharge a weak battery. Replace a battery that will no longer hold a charge.Faulty Ignition SwitchReplace a bad ignition switch.Plugged or Faulty Fuel CapReplace a fuel cap that is no longer venting to allow air to pass to the tank.Bad Ignition CoilReplace a bad ignition coil if there is a break in continuity.Bad Starter
SolenoidTest a John Deere starter solenoid and replace it if bad.Faulty Charging SystemlIf the battery is good and will hold a charge, but the mower continually dies due to a dead battery and will not start, have a mechanic identify whether your problem lies with a component of the charging system.Incorrect Starting ProcedureFollow starting
procedures for the mower as there are safety switches that can prevent the mower from starting if not following the correct steps. John Deere Starting Problems As a John Deere owner, you will encounter a variety of problems over the life of the equipment. These can include problems with starting, dying while mowing, vibrating, cutting unevenly,
and not moving. To help you identify the reasons your mower is having problems, I put together a handy guide to help you troubleshoot your mower. Check out Common John Deere Lawn Mower Problems and Solutions. What causes a John Deere not to start? A John Deere wont start when there is a lack of air, fuel, and spark for combustion. This is
most likely due to a dirty carburetor, clogged air filter, fouled spark plug, weak battery, or old gas. When I turn the key on my riding mower nothing happens When the mower does nothing when the key is turned charge the battery, clean and tighten all wiring and cable connections to the battery and electrical components. Check the safety switches,
ignition switch, PTO switch, and starter solenoid. Why wont John Deere lawn mower crank after sitting? The most likely reasons a John Deere lawn mower wont crank after sitting are a weak or bad battery; loose or corroded wiring and terminals, or wire damage from rodents. The warm sun is shining, the grass is growing, and youre ready to tackle
your lawn with your trusty John Deere riding mower. But when you turn the key, nothing happens. Your heart sinks what went wrong? A non-starting mower can be frustrating, but dont despair! This comprehensive guide will walk you through the most common reasons your John Deere wont start, offering troubleshooting tips and solutions to get you
back to mowing in no time. Well cover everything from simple checks like fuel and spark plugs to more complex issues like faulty ignition systems.Understanding the BasicsBefore we delve into specific troubleshooting steps, its important to understand the fundamental components that make a riding lawn mower start. A basic gasoline engine needs
three key things: fuel, spark, and compression. If any of these elements are missing or compromised, the engine wont fire.Check the Basics: Fuel, Spark, and BatteryFuel: The Engines LifebloodIs there fuel in the tank? Sounds obvious, but youd be surprised how often an empty tank is the culprit.Is the fuel fresh? Old fuel can gum up the carburetor
and prevent proper combustion. If your mower has been sitting for a while, drain the old fuel and refill with fresh, stabilized gasoline.Is the fuel line clear? A clogged fuel line can prevent fuel from reaching the carburetor. You can check for clogs by gently blowing through the fuel line.Spark: The Ignition SystemAre the spark plugs clean and in good
condition? Dirty or worn spark plugs can prevent a spark from firing. Remove the spark plugs, clean them with a wire brush, and inspect for wear.Is there spark at the spark plugs? You can test this with a spark plug tester. If theres no spark, there could be a problem with the ignition coil, spark plug wires, or the ignition system itself.Battery: The
Power Sourcels the battery charged? A dead or weak battery wont provide enough power to turn the starter motor. You can check the battery voltage with a voltmeter. If its below 12 volts, it needs to be charged or replaced.Are the battery terminals clean and secure? Corrosion on the terminals can prevent a good electrical connection. Clean the
terminals with a wire brush and tighten the connections.Troubleshooting Beyond the BasicsIf youve checked the basics and your John Deere still wont start, its time to delve into more complex issues.Engine Problems:Air Intake System: A clogged air filter can restrict airflow to the engine, causing it to run poorly or not start at all. Remove and clean
or replace the air filter.Carburetor Issues: Carburetors can become clogged with debris or gum from old fuel. This can prevent proper fuel delivery to the engine. Cleaning or rebuilding the carburetor may be necessary.Fuel Pump Problems: A faulty fuel pump can fail to deliver fuel to the carburetor. You can test the fuel pump by listening for a
buzzing sound when the ignition key is turned on.Ignition System Problems:Faulty Ignition Coil: The ignition coil generates the high-voltage spark that ignites the fuel. If the coil is faulty, it wont produce spark. You can test the coil with a multimeter or a spark tester.Broken Spark Plug Wires: Damaged or cracked spark plug wires can prevent a good
spark from reaching the spark plugs. Inspect the wires for damage and replace them if necessary.Faulty Ignition Switch: The ignition switch controls the flow of electricity to the ignition system. A faulty switch can prevent the system from working properly. You can test the switch with a multimeter.Other Potential Problems:Starter Problems: A faulty
starter motor can prevent the engine from turning over. You can test the starter by jumping it with a battery or by using a starter solenoid tester.Safety Switch Issues: Many riding mowers have safety switches that prevent the engine from starting if the operator isnt in the seat or if the blade is engaged. Check that these switches are functioning
properly.Low Oil Level: A low oil level can cause the engine to seize up. Check the oil level and add oil if necessary.Get Professional Help When NeededlIf youve tried all the troubleshooting steps and your John Deere still wont start, its time to call in a professional. A qualified mechanic can diagnose and repair more complex issues that you may not be
able to handle yourself.Preventative Maintenance: Key to Avoiding Future ProblemsThe best way to ensure your John Deere starts reliably is to perform regular preventative maintenance. This includes:Changing the Oil and Filter: Regular oil changes remove contaminants and keep the engine running smoothly.Cleaning the Air Filter: A clean air filter
ensures proper airflow to the engine.Inspecting the Spark Plugs: Replace worn or damaged spark plugs.Checking the Battery: Keep the battery charged and free of corrosion.By following these tips, you can help to prevent future starting problems and keep your John Deere riding mower running smoothly for years to come.FAQsWhy wont my John
Deere riding lawn mower start?This is a common issue that can be caused by a variety of factors. Here are some of the most likely culprits:Dead Battery: A dead battery is the most common reason why a John Deere riding lawn mower wont start. The battery may be old, or it may not be getting charged properly. You can test the battery with a
voltmeter to see if it has enough power. If the battery is dead, youll need to replace it.Fuel Problems: If you havent used your riding lawn mower in a while, the fuel may be stale or clogged. You can try draining the old fuel and refilling it with fresh gas. If that doesnt work, you may need to clean or replace the fuel filter.Spark Plug Issues: A faulty
spark plug can prevent your John Deere from starting. You can inspect the spark plug to see if its dirty or damaged. If it is, replace it with a new one.Safety Switch Problems: Your John Deere riding lawn mower has several safety switches that must be engaged for the engine to start. These switches prevent the mower from starting if the blades are
engaged or the seat is empty. Check all the safety switches to make sure theyre working properly.Starter Issues: The starter is responsible for turning the engine over. If the starter is faulty, the engine wont start. You can try tapping on the starter to see if it will start. If not, you may need to replace it.Engine Problems: In some cases, the engine itself
may be the problem. If the engine is seized, youll need to have it repaired or replaced.How do I test the battery?You can test the battery with a voltmeter. The voltage should be around 12.6 volts when the battery is fully charged. If the voltage is lower than that, the battery is probably dead and needs to be replaced. If youre unsure how to test a
battery, consult your John Deere owners manual.What if I cant find the problem?If youve checked all of the above and your John Deere still wont start, you may need to take it to a qualified mechanic. They will be able to diagnose the problem and recommend a solution.How do I prevent this from happening again?There are a few things you can do to
prevent your John Deere from not starting. First, make sure to keep the battery charged. Second, use fresh gas and change the fuel filter regularly. Third, check the spark plug and safety switches regularly. Finally, have your John Deere serviced by a qualified mechanic on a regular basis.How do I drain the old fuel?To drain the old fuel, youll need to
locate the fuel tank drain valve. This is usually located at the bottom of the fuel tank. Open the valve and allow the fuel to drain into a container. Once the tank is empty, close the valve and refill it with fresh fuel.How do I clean the fuel filter?You can clean the fuel filter by removing it from the fuel line and rinsing it with clean gasoline. Allow the filter
to dry completely before reinstalling it. If the filter is damaged or clogged beyond repair, youll need to replace it.How often should I service my John Deere riding lawn mower?You should have your John Deere riding lawn mower serviced by a qualified mechanic at least once a year. This will help to ensure that your mower is in good working condition
and that it will start reliably.John Deere Riding Lawn MowerYou may be reading this because youre having a problem with your John Deere Tractor. Theres nothing worse than trying to start it and having nothing happen. You turn the key, the engine turns over but doesnt start.The most common cause for this is the carburetor. Other causes are
related to the spark plug, gas tank and fuel. This article will help you determine the source of the problem and guide you through your options.The fuel filter is the most common cause of this issue. The fuel filter is located near the engine and its responsible for filtering out dirt, debris, and other contaminants that could clog up the engine. A clogged
fuel filter prevents starting.Another common reason why a John Deere riding lawn mower turns over but wont start is because of poor quality of the fuel or diesel. If your John Deere doesnt have enough power from the battery, then you should try to recharge it and see if it starts then.A damaged battery can also prevent starting. This can happen if
you are using a battery that is not powerful enough to run your John Deere riding lawn mower or if it has been drained out completely.Check to make sure that your tank is full and that you have enough fuel in it. If its not, try filling up again. Make sure youre using only fresh fuel when trying to start your John Deere riding lawn mower.If theres any
dirt or debris in the fuel, this will cause interference with the engine and prevent it from starting properly. Consider that there may be external elements interfering with your John Deere mower.Air filter is a critical part in your engine, and when it is removed or blocked, you will be unable to start the engine. The air filter controls the flow of air going
into the engine and makes sure that only clean air enters.When the air filter gets dirty, it can restrict the amount of oxygen to the engine. This can cause the engine to run less efficiently. Clogged air filters may also cause carbon build up on the cylinder and spark plug.This will not allow it to work correctly, sometimes it wont work at all. If the air
filter is too difficult to clean, consider getting a new one. It will cost $3-$10 for an air filter.Thats cheaper than having to pay for an expensive repair bill because your mower wasnt running properly because of a dirty air filter. Clean air will help prevent any damage to the engine.Changing lawn mower air filterCleaning your air filter should be part of
your regular maintenance routine. If you dont change your air filter on time, you will increase wear on the engine, which reduces its life.The spark plug is a crucial component in the ignition system of the engine because it produces the spark which ignites the fuel. A fouled or faulty spark plug may cause your mower to turn over but wont start.The
spark plug ignites the fuel and air mixture, which creates a spark that ignites the fuel to create combustion. If there is no spark generated, your engine wont start. Faulty spark plugs can cause a machine to turn over but not start.Changing faulty spark plug of a lawn mowerThis is usually caused by dirt and debris built upon the spark plug. Dirt can
build up on a spark plug very quickly if it is not used often. Not cleaning out the dirt can cause damage to the engine and prevent it from running properly.To make sure the plug is not faulty, you should use a spark plug gauge to see if the plug matches your engine. If it does, you can try cleaning the old spark plug with a wire brush and reinstalling it.
If the problem persists, you should buy a new one.Checking for continuity is a simple task, you will only need an ohm meter for this. Now, test for continuity between the two electrodes of the plug, take note of how much resistance you are getting reading from your meter.If you get no reading (infinite), then you should change the spark plug because
there is no more continuity between its electrodes which means that it has failed.Check your manual for instructions on how to replace them and always make sure you use a tool designed to remove them (never use pliers!).Anytime your John Deere riding mower wont start or wont move, the first thing you should check is the fuel. Before you do this,
make sure the ignition switch is in the run position and pull the starter cord several times to make sure thats not the problem.The fuel filter is usually underneath the seat of your mower. This is where all of your fuel comes from and it can get clogged up with dirt pretty easily. Sometimes even a small amount of dirt can cause a lot of problems.But
getting rid of it can be as simple as removing the filter and pulling out any grass or leaves that are stuck in there. If your filter has been previously damaged or hasnt been replaced in awhile, you may need to replace it entirely.If you dont find any problems with your filter, then look at the fuel lines. Dirt can build up inside these lines and block them
from letting fuel through to the carburetor. Make sure these are clear and if they are still clogged up, then you may need to have them replaced.When your lawn mower fails to start, it is important to troubleshoot the battery. If youre using a battery thats not functioning properly, it may be time to replace it with a brand new battery.But before
replacing you can test the battery whether it is okay or not. Start by removing the (-) cap followed by the (+) cap. You need to put a few baking soda in a water bowl.Then clean the posts. Its abrasive and will remove all the chemical agents on the caps. The next step is to remove your battery from your tractor. Then place it on a level surface and
check for any signs of swelling or bloating.If there are any signs of swelling, bloating or leaking then you need to replace the battery immediately before it causes damage to your system.You should also note that if you have recently added any additional accessories or equipment such as lights, a plow or any type of electrical device and you notice
that something is not working properly.This may be caused by an overload on the system which could be preventing your starter from turning over due to insufficient power coming from your battery.Fuel contamination can be the reason for several different problems. The first thing you need to do is to rule out all the possible causes of fuel
contamination and then, check the fuel for contamination with microbes.Changing oil of lawn mowerThere are many reasons for this type of problem to occur. Flush the fuel tank. Its a good idea to start by flushing out your tank. This will help you rule out any problems with your tank or fuel filter.Refill it with clean diesel fuel, but dont start the engine
yet. Check the fuel for contamination with microbes. bacteria and fungi might help you. Then refill the diesel and start the engine and get going.Here are some suggestions for troubleshooting your John Deere riding mower and solution to the common problems. The first step to diagnosing the problem is looking up how much it costs to replace the
carburetor, fuel pump and related parts.These will help you make a decision about what the problem might be, then you can either solve it yourself or hire an expert. Are you having trouble getting your John Deere Riding Mower to start? Dont worry. Youre not alone! This issue has several possible causes, and understanding the cause can help you
get your mower running again quickly and easily. In this article, well identify the most common reasons why your John Deere Riding Mower wont start and provide solutions for each.Recommended article:Why Are All My Dashboard Warning Lights OnTroubleshooting Common John Deere Riding Mower Starting Issuestroubleshooting common john
deere riding mower starting issuesYoure not alone if your John Deere Riding Mower wont start. There are several potential causes and solutions to this common issue. In this article, well identify the most common reasons why your John Deere Riding Mower wont start and provide step-by-step instructions for troubleshooting and resolving the
issue.ProblemPossible CausesSolutionsDead BatteryThe faulty charging system, broken battery terminal, and corroded battery terminalsRecharge or replace the battery, clean the battery terminals, and check the charging system.Faulty Fuel SystemClogged fuel filter, stale fuel, the air in the fuel lineReplace the fuel filter, drain and refill energy, and
bleed air from the fuel linelgnition ProblemsFaulty spark plug, worn spark plug wire, faulty ignition switchReplace the spark plug, replace the spark plug wire, and replace the ignition switch.Faulty spark pluglf your John Deere riding mower doesnt start, it may be due to a faulty spark plug. The spark plug is responsible for producing the spark that
ignites the fuel in the engine, so a defective spark plug can prevent the engine from starting. To check if the spark plug is the cause of the problem, remove the spark plug and inspect it. If it is dirty or worn, it should be replaced. If the spark plug is in good condition, the problem may be due to the engines lack of fuel or air.Clogged carburetorA
clogged carburetor is another possible cause of your John Deere riding mower not starting. The carburetor is responsible for controlling the fuel and airflow to the engine, and if it is clogged, the engine will not be able to start. To check if the carburetor is the cause of the issue, remove the carburetor and inspect it. If it is clogged, it should be cleaned
or replaced. If the carburetor is in good condition, the problem may be due to a faulty fuel filter.Faulty fuel filterThe fuel filter is responsible for filtering out any debris or dirt from the fuel before it enters the engine, and a faulty fuel filter can cause the motor not to start. To check if the fuel filter is the cause of the issue, remove the fuel filter and
inspect it. If it is dirty or clogged, it should be replaced. If the fuel filter is in good condition, the problem may be due to a faulty ignition coil.Faulty ignition coilThe ignition coil is responsible for providing the spark that ignites the fuel in the engine, and a faulty ignition coil can cause the motor not to start. To check if the ignition coil is the cause of
the issue, remove the ring and inspect it. If it is faulty, it should be replaced. If the ignition coil is in good condition, the problem may be due to a defective starter motor.Key Takeaways: Why Wont My John Deere Riding Mower Start?A dead battery, faulty fuel system, ignition problems, or a clogged carburetor may be causing your John Deere Riding
Mower not to start.Inspect if the spark plug is faulty and replace it if necessary.Remove and clean or replace if necessary to check if the carburetor is clogged.Inspect and replace the fuel filter if necessary to check if the fuel filter is faulty.To check if the ignition coil is faulty, inspect and replace it if necessary.Inspect and replace the starter motor if
necessary to check if the starter motor is faulty.When it comes to troubleshooting why your John Deere riding mower wont start, there are several potential causes. Several factors could be preventing your engine from starting, from faulty spark plugs, dirty fuel filters, clogged carburetors, and faulty ignition coils. Inspecting and replacing any
defective parts ensures your mower will be up and running again.Tips for Troubleshooting Your John Deere Riding MowerWhen troubleshooting why your John Deere riding mower wont start, its essential to remember the various components that could be the source of the problem. By carefully inspecting and replacing faulty parts, you can save time
and money by ensuring your mower runs at its best. Its usually bad timing when your John Deere mower wont start. You can bring your lawn mower to the dealership to be fixed, but during the busy season, you may not get your lawn mower back for a week or two. Your lawn doesnt just stop growing when your mower is down so what can you do to
get it running again? There are some items you can check before you bring the mower to a professional. A John Deere lawn mower wont start due to a plugged air filter, bad spark plug, dirty carburetor, plugged fuel filter, clogged fuel filter, bad fuel pump, bad spark plug, or wrong choke setting. A bad ignition switch, faulty safety switch, bad starter
solenoid, or bad battery may also contribute to the starting problem. I have put together a list of items that can cause starting issues in your John Deere gas-powered lawn mower. Many of these items can be checked and easily fixed so you can have your lawn looking good in no time! More articles that may help you with your starting issue: Follow all
safety instructions provided in your equipment operators manual before diagnosing, repairing, or operating. Consult a professional if you dont have the skills, or knowledge or are not in the condition to perform the repair safely. This may seem like a no-brainer, but to my surprise, I have found it to be the reason why several of my customers mowers
wont start. Sometimes you forget the simple things like adding fuel to your mower or you may have not realized you developed a fuel leak. Fix:Fill your fuel tank with fresh gasoline. I write more about the correct fuel for your gas John Deere lawn mowerhere.Add diesel fuel if you are running a diesel-powered mower. Fuel that doesnt get used right
away becomes old and stale over time. Gas only has a 30-day shelf life before it begins to break down and becomes less effective. The ethanol added to todays gasoline draws moisture to the fuel. When this moisture evaporates, a residue is left behind that clogs the fuel system. Always use fuel quickly. If you are unable to consume the fuel within
30days,you need to add a fuel additive to stabilize it. Fix:Remove the old fuel using a fuel siphon pump, and add fresh fuel with a fuel additive to clean the fuel system and reduce moisture. Your fuel cap is vented by design. When your cap is broken or clogged and the cap no long vents, a vacuum is formed in the fuel tank. The vacuum prevents fuel
from leaving the fuel tank so your John Deere mower wont start. To narrow down a starting problem to the fuel cap, remove the cap and try to start your mower. If it starts and runs fine, reinstall the fuel cap and allow your John Deere to continue to run. You are waiting for the mower to begin to run sluggishly and shut off after running for a while. If
it does, you should be able to remove the cap again and start it. This is how you determine you have a problem with the fuel cap. Do not allow dirt to get into the fuel tank when the cap is removed. Fix:Replace the old cap with a new fuel cap. You can find one ononlineor visit your local John Deere dealership. John Deere Lawn Mower Starting Problems
You may have a bad spark plug connection or the spark plug may be damaged. A plug that is excessively dirty can foul out causing your engine to misfire. Remove your spark plug and inspect it for signs of dirt, carbon buildup, or a cracked porcelain insulator.A loose connection or a plug that isnt gapped correctly can also cause starting issues.
Fix:Replace a very dirty or damaged spark plug with a new spark plug. Make sure to gap them according to your manufacturers specifications. If you find your spark plug is in good condition, but has a dirty tip, use a wire brush to clean it and reuse it. Clean air is crucial to the performance of your John Deere engine. When the air filter is excessively
dirty, the enginecantget air and it is essentially being suffocated. This can develop into a larger problem causing extensive engine damage if not addressed right away.Its good practice to replace your air filter annually and clean it several times throughout the mowing season. If you are mowing in dusty conditions, you will have to check, clean, and
replace your air filter more often. A plugged air filter will prevent your John Deere mower from starting. Fix:Follow these steps to clean or replace your John Deere paper air filter: Clean your paper air filter by removing it from the air filter housing. Be careful not to let any dirt get into the air intake. Tap the filter against a solid surface to remove
excess dirt. Hold the filter up to a light source. What you are doing is checking to see if light is shining through the paper element.If you cannot see light, you must replace the air filter with a new one. If you can see light through the filter and its not dark, covered with oil, or damaged, go ahead and reuse it. Insert the air filter into the housing and
reattach the air filter cover. For information on other types of air filters read my articlehere. Most John Deere lawn mowers use a vacuum fuel pump to pump gas to your carburetor when the fuel tank sits lower than the carburetor. The fuel pump has 3 ports on it. There is an inlet port and outlet port where the fuel passes in and out of the pump. The
third port is attached to a fitting to use the pressure of the crankcase to push fuel to the carburetor FIX:First, inspect your vacuum fuel pump for cracks. If you see fuel outside of the fuel pump or cracks in the pump, the pump will no longer be able to work as designed. It must be replaced. Second, you will want to make sure you are getting fuel from
the fuel tank to the fuel pump. Turn off the fuel valve or use hose pinch pliers to crimp the fuel line and stop fuel flow. Disconnect the line from the fuel pump inlet port and place it in a container that sits lower than the fuel tank. Unclamp the fuel line or turn on the fuel valve and check to make sure fuel is flowing out of the tube into the container. If
you are not getting fuel, your fuel troubles exist before the fuel pump. You will need to check for blocked fuel lines or a plugged fuel filter. Third, if your fuel pump appears to be in good condition, and you have verified you are getting fuel to the fuel pump, you will need to verify your fuel pump is pumping fuel to the carburetor. Reinstall the first fuel
line you took off by connecting it to the fuel pump inlet port. Next, remove the fuel line from the carburetor. Place the tube in a container, start the lawn mower, and watch the end of the fuel line to make sure fuel is being pumped out of the fuel line into the container. You should have a steady flow or pulsating flow of fuel coming out of the fuel line.



Replace your fuel pump if it fails to provide a flow of fuel out of the outlet tube or if you find the fuel pump is damaged or leaking. A fuel filter can become plugged when running dirty or old fuel. The filter is designed to screen the fuel to prevent dirt and other contaminants from entering the fuel system. A plugged filter will restrict the amount of fuel
available to the engine preventing it from starting. Fix:Replace a plugged fuel filter with a new filter. Pay attention to the arrow on the side of the fuel filter when installing it. The filter must be installed with the arrow pointed in the direction of the fuel flow. Old fuel can leave gummy deposits that can become lodged in your John Deere mowers fuel
line.This affects the amount of fuel available to start and run your John Deere. Use the fuel shut-off valve or crimp the fuel line to stop and start fuel flow while checking each section of the fuel line for a blockage. Fix:Once you identify a section of the fuel line that is restricted with a clog, remove the fuel line from your John Deere mower. Make sure
your fuel flow is stopped before removing the line. Spray carburetor cleaner into the tube to loosen the clog. Blow compressed air through the line to remove the clog. Repeat with spraying carburetor cleaner and blowing air as needed until the line is no longer blocked. Install a new fuel line if you are unable to remove the clog or if your fuel lines are
dry, brittle, and beginning to crack. The carburetor is essential to your engine running because it regulates the amount of fuel mixed with air to create combustion. The John Deere lawn mower carburetor can become dirty clogging components and preventing them from functioning properly. This will prevent the flow of gas needed to start the mower.
Fix:Clean the carburetor by taking it apart and using carburetor cleaner to clean the carburetor including the float bowl and needle. You can find steps for cleaning your John Deere carburetor in thisarticle. You may have to replace or rebuild the carburetor if it appears to be in very bad condition or if cleaning does not solve your carburetor problem.
Your John Deere lawn mower wont start when the battery is dead. Make sure your battery cables are secure and the connections are not showing signs of corrosion. Clean the terminals if they are showing signs of corrosion. Use a baking soda mix (2 cups of water and 3 heaping tbsp. of baking soda) and a wire brush. Fix:Test your battery with a
multimeter. You will want a reading of about 12.7 volts. Place on a charger to charge your battery if your reading is less than 12.7 volts. Read more about the steps and items needed to charge your battery here. If your battery does not hold a charge, you will need to replace it with a new battery. Your lawn mower may use several safety switches in its
operators presence control system. The switches are meant to keep you safe while operating the mower. There is a switch designed to kill the engine if the operator leaves the seat when the mower deck is engaged in addition to other safety switches. Refer to your operators manual for all safety devices used on your mower. A bad switch can cause
your John Deere mower not to start. Fix:You can temporarily bypass the safety switch to identify a bad switch. A multimeter can also be used to help identify a bad switch. Never operate a mower without a good safety switch or when the switch is bypassed. Many people get injured by mowers annually by rolling them or falling off the mower. Its
important to always have safety switches installed and working on your equipment. You never know when youre going to need them most. You insert the key into your ignition switch and turn it only to find nothing happens. Your John Deere mower wont start. The ignition switch can be the culprit. You can check the switch using a multimeter.
Fix:Replace the ignition switchif you find it is bad. The ignition coil provides voltage to the spark plug so it can fire and start the engine. The engine will not start if the spark plug isnt able to fire. Fix:After you verified your spark plug is in good condition, check the continuity of your ignition coil usinganohmmeter. Replace the ignition coil if you find a
break in the continuity. A lawn mower solenoid is an electromagnetic switch that is like an on-off switch that actuates the starter motor to turn over the engine. A click or hum when turning your ignition key is an indication to check your solenoid. Another indication your John Deere mower solenoid may be bad is when a wire attached to your solenoid
gets hot and begins to smoke or melt. Fix: Test your John Deere mower solenoid by following the steps here. Replace your solenoid if it is found to be bad. While the charging system isnt the main reason your John Deere lawn mower wont start, it can contribute to a weak battery that prevents the mower from starting. When the charging system fails
to charge the battery, the battery may not be able to start the mower the next time you go to use it. A bad stator or alternator can be the problem along with several other electrical parts. Read this article totest your charging system hereusing an ohmmeter. Fix:If you find the problem is in your charging system, have a small engine mechanic identify
the actual cause of the failure. It could be several different items and you dont want to start guessing at the cause of the problem. Throwing parts at your John Deere mower gets pretty expensive. There are different safety procedures taken by John Deere when starting and operating your lawn mower that will shut off the mower. For example, when
you get off yourzero-turnmower with the engine still running, your mower will shut off if you fail to set the parking brake first. Fix:Refer to your John Deere operating manual to ensure you are operating your lawn mower correctly, so you dont set off the safety features that shut off your lawn mower. CausesSolutionsEmpty Fuel TankFill with fresh
fuel. John Deere mowers with 4-cycle engines require a minimum 87-octane rating and maximum 10% ethanol content.Bad or Old GasolineDrain the old fuel. Fill with fresh fuel adding a fuel stabilizer that reduces moisture and cleans the fuel system.Plugged Air FilterClean the filter by knocking dirt out of a paper air filter. If the filter is very dirty,
dark in color, wet or damaged, you should replace it with a new filter.Dirty or Damaged Spark PlugClean a dirty spark plug with a wire brush. Replace the plug with a new one if it is very dirty, has broken porcelain, or damaged electrode.Plugged Fuel FilterReplace a plugged fuel filter with a new filter. Make sure the arrow on the inline filter is
installed and pointed in the direction of the fuel flow.Plugged Fuel Line Shut off the fuel supply and remove the fuel line from the mower. Use carburetor cleaner to loosen the clog and compressed air to remove it. Replace a line if you are unable to remove the restriction.Bad Fuel PumpCheck fuel flow from the pump. Replace a bad fuel pump.Dirty
CarburetorRemove the carburetor and clean it with a carburetor cleaner. You may need to rebuild it or replace it if cleaning alone does not work.Bad Safety SwitchReplace a bad safety switch.Loose or Corroded Cables ConnectionsMake sure the wires and cables are making a good connection. Remove any corrosion on the terminals and wires.Weak
or Bad BatteryCharge a weak battery. Replace a battery that will no longer hold a charge.Faulty Ignition SwitchReplace a bad ignition switch.Plugged or Faulty Fuel CapReplace a fuel cap that is no longer venting to allow air to pass to the tank.Bad Ignition CoilReplace a bad ignition coil if there is a break in continuity.Bad Starter SolenoidTest a John
Deere starter solenoid and replace it if bad.Faulty Charging Systemlf the battery is good and will hold a charge, but the mower continually dies due to a dead battery and will not start, have a mechanic identify whether your problem lies with a component of the charging system.Incorrect Starting ProcedureFollow starting procedures for the mower as
there are safety switches that can prevent the mower from starting if not following the correct steps. John Deere Starting Problems As a John Deere owner, you will encounter a variety of problems over the life of the equipment. These can include problems with starting, dying while mowing, vibrating, cutting unevenly, and not moving. To help you
identify the reasons your mower is having problems, I put together a handy guide to help you troubleshoot your mower. Check out Common John Deere Lawn Mower Problems and Solutions. What causes a John Deere not to start? A John Deere wont start when there is a lack of air, fuel, and spark for combustion. This is most likely due to a dirty
carburetor, clogged air filter, fouled spark plug, weak battery, or old gas. When I turn the key on my riding mower nothing happens When the mower does nothing when the key is turned charge the battery, clean and tighten all wiring and cable connections to the battery and electrical components. Check the safety switches, ignition switch, PTO
switch, and starter solenoid. Why wont John Deere lawn mower crank after sitting? The most likely reasons a John Deere lawn mower wont crank after sitting are a weak or bad battery; loose or corroded wiring and terminals, or wire damage from rodents.
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