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Use the following template or our Harvard Referencing Generator how to cite a dictionary. For help with other source types, like books, PDFs, or websites, check out our other guides. To have your reference list or bibliography automatically made for you, try our free citation generator. Reference list Place this part in your bibliography or reference
list at the end of your assignment. Template: Author Surname, Author Initial. (Year Published). Title. In: Publication Title. [online] City: Publisher, p.Pages Used. Available at: URL [Accessed Date Accessed]. Example: Anon, (2014). In: 1st ed. [online] Available at: [Accessed 21 Jun. 2014]. In-text citation Place this part right after the quote or reference
to the source in your assignment. Template (Author Surname, Year Published) Example Hologram (Anon, 2014) Popular Harvard Citation Guides Other Harvard Citation Guides If you come across a source from a dictionary and want to use it in your research, make sure you cite it correctly, both in the text and on the reference page. In this post, we’ll
show you how to cite a dictionary using basic Harvard referencing, one of the most common university referencing styles.As with any citation, you’ll need to provide all the basic source information on your reference page, whether you’re citing a print or an online dictionary:@ Author’s name@ Year of publication@ Title of the dictionary entry@ Title
of the dictionary@ Edition number@ Place of publication (for print dictionaries)@® Publisher (for print dictionaries)® URL (for online dictionaries)Please see below for examples of each format.Print VersionAuthor, X. (year). “Title of dictionary entry,” Title of Dictionary, edition number. Place of Publication: Publisher.Online VersionAuthor, X. (year).
“Title of dictionary entry,” Title of Dictionary, edition number [Online]. Available at: URL (Access date).The following are examples of what each one might look like on your reference page.Print VersionSmith, E. (2023). “Symposium,” Oxford English Reference Dictionary, 4th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.Online Version:Smith, E. (2023).
“Symposium,” Oxford English Reference Dictionary, 4th ed. [Online]. Available at: (Accessed May 25, 2023).You can use a parenthetical or a narrative citation to reference a dictionary entry in the body of your essay. A narrative citation mentions the author’s name in a sentence and immediately follows the name with the year of publication in
parentheses.A parenthetical citation provides the surname of the author and the year of publication in parentheses immediately following the sentence. A narrative citation looks like this: Smith (2023) defines symposium as...And a parenthetical citation will look like this: In this context, a symposium is defined as “a meeting at which experts have
discussions about a particular subject” (Smith, 2023).Be sure to follow the Harvard guidelines for citing multiple authors. For in-text citations, the names of up to two authors are included. For three or more authors, you should shorten the citation using the abbreviation “et al.”: (Smith and Rogers, 2023) or Smith and Rogers (2023) (Smith et al.,
2023) or Smith et al. (2023)When conducting research for an essay, cover all your bases and make sure your citations hit the mark. When you send you paper to our expert editors, include your academic reference list and in-text citations so you can rest assured that they meet all the required guidelines.We’re experienced in an array of referencing
styles, so no matter what field you're studying, we’ll make sure the structure and format of your citations are correct. See for yourself - try out our proofreading services by sending us a free sample of 500 words or less. 1 State which word you defined. The word should be capitalized an enclosed in quotation marks. Follow it with a period.[1] For
example, if you are citing the word “citation,” it should appear like this: 2 Indicate the definition number. If the term has more than one definition in the dictionary, indicate which definition you used. A number indicates the entry number, since some words have more than one entry, and a letter indicates the definition under the entry number used.
End the line with a period. Follow the format below continuing with the “citation” example: 3 Identify the dictionary you used to define the word. Type the name of the dictionary in italics and follow it with a period. "Citation." Def. 1e. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 4 Mention the dictionary's edition. After putting the dictionary name in, add
in an abbreviated version of the edition. Start the sentence off with "1st," "2nd," or whichever edition number the dictionary has. Abbreviate the word "edition" by writing "ed." and then follow it with a comma. The citation should now look something like: "Citation." Def. 1e. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 3rd ed.,[2] 5 List the year of
publication. The full publication date is not necessary. You only need to indicate the year that the particular version of the dictionary you used was published in, following it with a period.[3] "Citation." Def. 1e. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 3rd ed., 2003. 1 Identify the cited word. Capitalize the word and surround it by quotation marks.
Place a period after it.[4] Follow the format below continuing with the “citation” example: 2 Indicate the original source. Third-party online dictionaries often borrow definitions from published print dictionaries. The dictionary that a set of definitions was taken from is usually indicated at the bottom of dictionary entry. Italicize the name of this original
dictionary and write a period after it.[5] "Citation." Random House Dictionary. Note: If an online dictionary source is an original dictionary, rather than a third-party one, you can skip ahead to step 2.4, indicating publication source. 3 Identify the location, publisher, and year of original publication. For a publishing house in a major city, like New York
or London, only the city name needs to be given. If it is a U.S. city that is not well known, however, include the state. Follow the location with a colon and the name of the original publisher. After that, type a comma and the year of the dictionary's original publication. "Citation." Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc., 2012. 4
Specify the online publication source. The online publication source is the online dictionary you got the definition from. You only need to indicate the name of the online dictionary, not the URL. "Citation." Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc., 2012. Dictionary.com. 5 State that the definition came from the Web. MLA formation
requires you to indicate which type of medium a specific source came from.[6] "Citation." Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc., 2012. Dictionary.com. Web. 6 Conclude with the date the definition was accessed. Include the day, month, and year. You do not need to introduce the date in any special way, but you should finish it with
a period.[7] "Citation." Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc., 2012. Dictionary.com. Web. 5 December 2012. 1 State the dictionary entry used. You do not need to put any quotation marks around the word, but it does need a period after it.[8] Follow the format below continuing with the “citation” example: 2 Indicate the
dictionary's publication date. The date of publication for the dictionary version you are using should be indicated in parentheses, with a period following the closing parentheses. 3 Specify the editor's name, if available. Oftentimes, this information is not given or not known. If you do not have it, this space can be left blank. 4 Name the dictionary used.
Italicize the name of the dictionary, but do not put any punctuation after it. Citation. (2003). Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 5 List the page numbers, edition, and volume in parentheses. The page number should be introduce with “p.” The edition should be specified by adding “ed.” at the end, and the volume should be introduced with “Vol.”
Each piece of information should be separated with a comma. Citation. (2003). Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (p. 57, 11th ed., Vol. 1). 6 Finish with the publication location and the publisher. If the city name is not well known or obvious, clarify where it is by including the name of the state, as well. The location and publisher name should be
separated with a comma, and the whole line should end with a period.[9] Citation. (2003). Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (p. 57, 11th ed., Vol. 1). Springfield, Massachusetts: Encyclopedia Britannica. 1 Specify as much of the original publication information as possible. This includes the defined word, the year of publication, the original
dictionary the word came from, the location of the publisher, and the name of the publishing house.[10] Follow the format below continuing with the “citation” example: Citation. (2012). Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc. 2 Indicate the online dictionary source you pulled the definition from. Only the name of the website must
be included here, and it should be italicized. Citation. (2012). Random House Dictionary. New York: Random House, Inc. Dictionary.com. 3 State the date the definition was retrieved. Include the day, month, and year. Introduce it by stating, “Retrieved,” and place a comma after the year. Citation. (2012). Random House Dictionary. New York: Random
House, Inc. Dictionary.com. Retrieved 5 December 2012, 4 Conclude with the URL of the definition. Introduce the URL with the word “from.” Do not include a period at the end.[11] 1 List the name of the dictionary used. The name should be italicized and followed by a comma. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 2 List the edition of the
dictionary used. The edition should be specified by following the edition number with the abbreviation “ed.” Follow the edition number with another comma. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 11th ed., 3 State which word was defined. Introduce the word by typing the initials “s.v.,” which is Latin for “sub verbo,” meaning “under the word.” Do
not capitalize the word unless it is a proper noun, and enclose the word in quotation marks. Conclude with a period. Follow the format below continuing with the “citation” example: Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 11th ed., s.v. "citation." 1 State the name of the online dictionary. Italicize the dictionary name. You only need the name of the
online dictionary, rather than the name of the original dictionary. Place a comma after the name. 2 Introduce the word being defined. Type “s.v” before the word to introduce it. In Latin, "s.v." means “sub verbo,” or "under the word” in English. Do not capitalize the word, but surround it in quotations and place a comma after it. Follow the format
below continuing with the “citation” example: Dictionary.com, s.v., "citation," 3 Indicate when the information was accessed. Introduce the information with the word “accessed.” Include the month, day, and year. Insert another comma. Dictionary.com, s.v., "citation," accessed December 1, 2012, 4 Conclude with the URL. Insert the URL without any
special introduction. Finish with a period at the end. Add New Question Question Do I have to use quotation marks when writing a dictionary definition in a college admission essay? It is an opening statement, "Influence is defined as the power or capacity of causing an effect." If you want to indicate that you're using a dictionary's exact words, use
quotation marks. Otherwise, what you've written here is fine. Question How do I cite a dictionary within the text? I would assume for APA you use the cited word followed by a comma and then the date the dictionary was published, all in parenthesis, like this: (Cited word, year). Question Do I write the definition of the word I used? No, it's not
necessary to include the definition in the citation. See more answers Ask a Question This article was co-authored by Michelle Golden, PhD. Michelle Golden is an English Teacher based in Hoschton, Georgia. She is a High School English Teacher employed at Jackson County High School, where she has been working since 2017. Currently, Michelle
serves her students by teaching AP Language, Writer’'s Workshop, and Yearbook. Michelle has experience teaching both high school and college students. She received her MA in Language Arts Teacher Education in 2008 and earned a PhD in English: Renaissance Literature and Renaissance and Classical Rhetoric from Georgia State University. This
article has been viewed 144,059 times. Co-authors: 12 Updated: April 28, 2023 Views: 144,059 Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 144,059 times. "The pictures and their subsequent explanations with examples were outstanding in guiding how to cite dictionary definitions in all popular literary styles! While other style guides
merely show how to cite, this article is cogent enough in explaining why to do so. "..." more A citation of any online dictionary or thesaurus should include the following information: headword of the entry cited (in quotes) title of the source (in italics) date the dictionary or thesaurus was published, posted, or revised (Use the copyright date noted at
the bottom of this and every page of the Merriam-Webster Dictionary.) full URL of the site (up to and including the file name) date you accessed the dictionary (in parentheses) Here are three ways you might cite the entry for hacker in the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, if you accessed it on May 8, 2011. "hacker." Merriam-Webster.com. 2011. (8
May 2011). MLA Style: "hacker." Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, 2011. Web. 8 May 2011. APA Style: hacker. 2011. In Merriam-Webster.com. Retrieved May 8, 2011, from Citing Other Online Sources There is no universally accepted standard for citing online sources, but it is generally adequate to indicate the document's Web address, or
URL (uniform resource locator), somewhere in the citation, usually following the date on which the electronic document was published, posted, or last revised (if known). Thus a typical citation of an online source would show the author's name, the title of the document, the title of the complete work (such as the name of a periodical) in italics, the
date, and the full URL. A URL is composed of the protocol used (such as http for Web pages; other less common protocols include gopher, ftp, and telnet), the server's identification, the directory path, and the file's name. Here are a five sample citations of online sources: Agmon, Eytan. "Beethoven's Op. 81a and the Psychology of Loss." Music Theory
Online 2, 4 (1996). issues/mto0.96.2.4/mto.2.4.agmon.html Davies, Al. 1997. Mitral Valvular Prolapse Syndrome. Medical Reporter 2, 11 (Feb.). Thursby, Ray. "Hopping into hybrids." Salon.com. Aug. 2000. In many cases it is necessary or desirable to include the date of access as well. Note that the date of access will often be the only date shown, since
many online documents do not include dates. Walker, John. "Resources for Learning French." (12 Aug. 2007). Periodicals published on paper that happen to be accessed online may be cited just like normal periodicals, with no acknowledgment of their online status, if it is clear that the text has not been altered for the online version. References to
mailing lists or newsgroup postings should begin with the author's name, include the subject line (or a made-up descriptive subject line), and provide the name and electronic address of the mailing-list server or newsgroup and the date posted. A personal e-mail message can be called "Personal communication" with no mention of its electronic
medium. Marchand, Jim. "L'humour de Berceo." (1 Oct. 1997).Medieval Texts Discussion List.Medtext-1@postoffice.cso.uiuc.eduMassey, Neil. "Year 2000 and Sendmail 8.86." (1 Oct. 1997). comp.mail.sendmail Many mailing-list discussions are archived after messages are posted. Archives are usually maintained on the mailing list's server and may
also be available through a Web page. An archived message is cited in its original form unless the message was accessed through a Web server rather than the list server or newsgroup. McCarty, Willard. "The Fate of Universities." 13 June 1997. Humanist Discussion Group. Humanist/v11/0097.html Note: Since many online sources are highly subject
to change or deletion, any online text likely to be cited — including personal e-mail messages — should always be either downloaded onto a disk or printed out and stored on paper (with a notation of the date accessed) as a permanent record. When first starting to write academic papers, students often find themselves surrounded by a sea of words,
some familiar and others utterly perplexing. In such moments, the only thing that can help survive through the process of reading and compiling scientific data is a dictionary. Yet, when you use a dictionary to write your work, you then inevitably need to cite it both in text and on your reference list, since it becomes integral to understanding your
argument or research. Whether you’re dissecting a complex term in a paper or anchoring your thesis on a specific definition, knowing how to properly cite a dictionary is an essential skill for any student. JOIN OUR LEARNING HUB AI Essay Writer Al Detector Plagchecker Paraphraser Summarizer Citation Generator In academic papers, a well-
defined term is what guides the readers throughout your whole work. Let’s assume you’re crafting a paper on the intricacies of existentialism. You use the word “absurd” a lot since it is necessary for your argument. That’s your cue to a) give a proper explanation of the term, and b) cite the dictionary you used to define the term in the first place. Now,
imagine you’re examining a scientific concept, perhaps in the field of quantum mechanics. If you're using a specific definition to explain the term “superposition” to your readers, then it’s time to include the dictionary you used in the list of reference entries. And let’s not forget about those moments when you're painting a picture with words, perhaps
in a literature analysis. If you're digging into the symbolism of “light” in Virginia Woolf’s work, a precise definition can be your paintbrush. In short, whenever a definition is the lynchpin of your argument or the key to understanding your discussion, it’s time to use and then cite the dictionary. This allows your readers to trace the source of your
definition and lends credibility to your work. Citing a dictionary in APA style is a straightforward process, but you must get all the details right. Here’s the general format: Author(s). (Publication Year). Title of entry. In Title of dictionary (Edition). Publisher. For example, if you’'re citing an entry from Collins English Dictionary, your citation might look
like this: You may also need to add a specific page where you found the definition. The page number is added AFTER the specified edition of the dictionary. For the in-text citations, you just need to include an author and publication year in parentheses:(Collins, 2019). When mentioned in the narrative you can simply say “Collins (2019)”. Citing an
online dictionary in APA style requires a few additional details, particularly the URL. Here’s the format: Author(s). (Publication Year). Title of entry. In Title of dictionary. Retrieved Month, Date, Year, from URL Note that if the dictionary is continuously updated and doesn’t have a specific publication date, you can use “n.d.” (no date) in place of the
year. The MLA format for citing a dictionary is slightly different from APA. Here’s the overall structure. If you're only referencing a single entry from a dictionary, the citation should focus on that specific word or term In APA style, this would mean including the title of the entry in the citation, as shown in the examples above. In MLA style, you would
start the citation with the title of the entry, followed by the dictionary’s details. Knowing how to create a dictionary citation is a must-have skill for any student. No matter if you’re using a print or online dictionary, following the correct citation format—be it APA, Vancouver, or MLA— maintains your work’s integrity and credibility. Providing clear
references to the definitions that support your arguments, helps you strengthen your writing as well as demonstrate respect for intellectual property. So, the next time you reach for that dictionary, remember that citing it correctly is just as important as understanding the words within. Opt out or Contact us anytime. See our Privacy Notice Follow us
on Reddit for more insights and updates. Many texts include dictionary definitions that are either copy-pasted from a dictionary or rewritten to ignore plagiarism. Whichever method is followed, it’s important to cite and reference that dictionary entry. A dictionary ‘entry’ is just an academic form of referring to a dictionary term. If a writer has defined
the term ‘jurisdiction,” for instance, it will be said that the writer has used the ‘dictionary entry’ for ‘jurisdiction.” In-Text and Reference List Format with Examples In Harvard referencing, dictionary entries are cited in the text using the following general, basic format: (Surname of the Dictionary’s author, Year Published) For example, Hologram
(Anon, 2014), where ‘hologram’ is the dictionary entry term that was has been in the text. The reference list entry follows this format: Author Surname, Author Initial. (Year Published). Title. In: Publication Title in italics. [‘online’ is written if an online dictionary was used] City: Publisher, # of pages. Available at: URL [Accessed Date Accessed]. For
example: Anon, (2014). In: 1st ed. [online] Available at: [Accessed 21 Jun. 2014]. Another example of citing dictionary entries as per Harvard style is: (HarperCollins 2019, rehabilitate entry) Note, however, that the word ‘entry’ may or may not be included with the in-text citation. It’s a personal choice of the writer. If it’s to be written, it should be
done so consistently throughout the manuscript. 2. Dictionary Entry with No Author Name The general Harvard format for in-text citation of a dictionary entry without author name is: Name of dictionary in italics followed by year accessed and entry title and page # if present, for example: (World encyclopedia 2014, microeconomics entry) In such a
case, the name of the dictionary itself is considered the name of the author. Another example is: (Dictionary of education 2015, curriculum entry) 3. Dictionary Entry with Author Name Only If only the name of the author is available and not the entry title, the following format for in-text citation is followed: Name of author followed by year accessed
and entry title and page # if present, for example: (Law 2018) As for the Harvard reference list format, every type of dictionary entry uses the same format as the basic one given above, whether it’s an author-name-only, entry-title-only, or both. Orders completed by our expert writers are Formally drafted in an academic style Free Amendments and
100% Plagiarism Free - or your money back! 100% Confidential and Timely Delivery! Free anti-plagiarism report Appreciated by thousands of clients. Check client reviews Samples View All Services DO NOT use Google Search as a reference for a definition. Always find a reputable source and reference that. Print dictionary Group Author. (Year).
Word defined. In Title (edition., page number). Publisher. Example: American Psychological Association. (2015). Mood induction. In APA dictionary of psychology (2nd ed., p. 667). Online dictionary Group Author. (Year). Word defined. In Title. Publisher. Retrieved Month Day, Year, from URL Example: Merriam-Webster. (n.d.). Semantics.

In Merriam-Webster.com dictionary. Retrieved January 4, 2020, from € NB: Because entries in the Merriam-Webster's Dictionary are updated over time and not archived, include a retrieval date in the reference. When the author and publisher are the same (as in the examples), omit the name of the publisher to avoid repetition. Page 2 Several
volumes of a multivolume work: Last name, Initial(s)., Last name, Initial(s). (Ed.). (Year). Title (volume numbers). Publisher. DOI Example Harris, K. R., Graham, S., & Urdan T. (Eds.). (2012). APA educational psychology handbook (Vols. 1-3). American Psychological Association. One volume of a multivolume work: Example Fiske, S.T., Gilbert, D.T., &
Lindzey, G. (2010). Handbook of social psychology (5th ed., Vol. 1). John Wiley & Sons, If the volume does not have its own title, as in the example above, include the volume number in brackets without italics. Example Travis, C.B., & White, J.W. (Eds.). (2018). APA handbook of the psychology of women: Vol. 1. History, theory, and battlegrounds.
American Psychological Association. If the volume has its own title, as in the example above, include the volume number and title after the main title in italics. Page 3 There are three ways to reference a poem in APA. A single author collection of poetry These should be treated like a single author book. Example: Pope, A. (1963). The poems of
Alexander Pope. (J. Butt, Ed.). Methuen. Hardy, T. (1930). The collected poems of Thomas Hardy (4th ed.). Macmillan. An Anthology of Poetry These should be treated as a work within an anthology Example: Wordsworth, W., & Coleridge, S. T. (1798). Lyrical ballads. In D. Wu (Ed.), Romanticism: An anthology (pp. 333-415). Cambridge

University Press. Online Example: Donne, J. (2003). To his mistress going to bed.



