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Rca	rcrn03br	universal	remote	control	user	guide

Given	the	wide	range	of	equipment	makers,	models	and	features,	an	RCA	universal	remote	control	has	a	complex	job	living	up	to	its	billing.	RCA	sells	remotes	capable	of	controlling	up	to	eight	devices	so	--	while	programming	may	seem	complex	--	you're	really	just	repeating	the	same	process	for	each	device.	Many	components	of	your	home
entertainment	system	can	be	discovered	automatically	by	the	universal	remote.	Even	manual	methods	follow	a	simple	pattern	of	steps	to	give	your	remote	authoritative	command	of	your	home	theater.	Auto	Code	SearchWhile	"auto	code	search"	is	recommended	by	RCA	as	the	easiest	way	to	program	your	remote,	it	may	also	take	the	longest.	Turn	On
the	Device	to	ProgramPower	up	the	device	to	program	into	your	remote.	No	need	to	connect	it	to	your	system;	the	component	needs	only	power	at	this	stage.	Press	and	Hold	the	Device	Key	on	the	RemotePress	the	key	corresponding	to	the	device	you're	programming.	In	some	cases,	such	as	a	combined	VCR/DVD	key,	you	may	need	to	select	which
device	you're	programming	by	using	a	number	key	while	holding	down	the	device	key.	VCRs	use	the	number	2	for	example,	while	DVD	players	use	the	number	3.	Check	your	remote's	instructions	for	these	number	key	options.	Release	both	keys	once	you've	entered	the	correct	number.	Device	keys	controlling	a	single	device,	such	as	a	TV,	don't
require	a	number	key.	Prepare	for	Auto	Code	SearchPress	and	hold	the	device	key	you're	programming	then	press	and	hold	the	On/Off	key	until	the	key's	light	comes	on	and	stays	on;	then	release	both	keys.Start	the	Auto	Code	SearchPoint	the	remote	at	the	device	you're	programming.	Press	the	Play	button	on	the	remote	to	send	a	batch	of	10	codes
to	the	device.	Wait	five	seconds	and	watch	for	the	device	to	turn	off.	If	it	does	not,	press	Play	again	and	wait	another	five	seconds.	Continue	this	sequence	until	the	device	turns	off.Identify	the	Correct	CodePress	the	Reverse	key	on	the	remote	to	cycle	through	the	last	batch	of	10	codes.	Wait	at	least	two	seconds	after	pressing	Reverse	to	see	if	the
device	turns	on.	If	not,	press	reverse	again	until	it	does.	When	the	device	turns	on,	press	the	Stop	key.	The	device	is	now	programmed	in	the	universal	remote	memory.Direct	Code	EntryWhen	you	know	the	manufacturer's	code	for	the	device	you're	programming,	entering	it	directly	can	be	much	quicker	than	using	the	auto	code	search.Select	the
Device	to	ProgramWith	the	device	to	be	programmed	turned	on,	press	and	hold	the	corresponding	device	button	on	the	remote.	With	your	other	hand,	enter	the	five-digit	code	for	your	device.	The	On/Off	key	goes	out	after	entering	the	first	number	but	will	light	up	when	you've	entered	a	valid	code.Check	for	Proper	OperationPoint	the	remote	at	the
device	and	press	the	On/Off	key.	The	device	turns	off	if	you've	entered	the	correct	code	for	the	device.	If	it	doesn't	turn	off,	use	the	next	code	in	the	manufacturer's	list	of	codes	for	that	device	type,	and	repeat	Step	1.	You	can	find	device	codes	in	your	universal	remote	instructions	or	look	these	up	online	at	RCA's	Remote	Code	Finder.	Brand	Code
SearchSome	popular	brands	are	stored	in	the	remote's	memory.	Limiting	your	search	to	one	of	these	brands	may	be	your	quickest	programming	option.Look	Up	the	Brand	Code	for	Your	DeviceFrom	the	universal	remote's	instructions,	locate	and	note	the	brand	code	for	your	device.	This	is	the	number	you	will	enter	into	the	remote.Prepare	the	Remote
for	the	Brand	CodeWith	the	device	being	programmed	turned	on,	press	and	hold	the	corresponding	device	key,	then	press	and	hold	the	On/Off	key.	The	On/Off	key	light	will	go	out,	but	hold	the	buttons	until	it	turns	on	again.	Release	both	keys	at	this	point.Enter	the	Brand	CodeUse	the	number	pad	to	enter	the	brand	code	into	the	remote.Cycle
Through	Brand	CodesPoint	the	remote	at	the	device	and	press	the	On/Off	key,	waiting	at	least	two	seconds.	If	the	device	shuts	off,	you've	found	the	correct	code.	If	not,	press	the	On/Off	key	again	and	wait	at	least	two	seconds.	Repeat	this	until	the	device	shuts	off.	Then	press	Stop	to	set	the	code,	and	you're	ready	to	use	the	device.	In	extreme	cases,
you	can	cycle	manually	through	all	codes	stored	in	the	universal	remote's	memory.	This	is	similar	to	the	other	methods,	but	due	to	the	large	number	of	equipment	makers	and	models,	it	can	be	time-consuming.	By	Tara	Kimball	i	Jupiterimages/Comstock/Getty	Images	When	you	have	many	electronics	in	your	home,	such	as	a	television,	DVD	player	and
sound	system,	a	Philips	universal	remote	control	can	be	a	convenient	way	to	eliminate	multiple	remotes	from	your	coffee	table.	Every	universal	remote	requires	different	procedures	and	steps	to	program	it	correctly,	so	understanding	how	to	program	your	remote	is	essential	to	streamlining	your	entertainment	devices.	Turn	on	the	device	that	you	want
to	program	onto	the	remote.	If	you	are	programming	a	television,	set	the	television	to	channel	1.	Activate	the	programming	mode	on	the	remote.	Press	and	hold	the	"Setup"	button	if	your	remote	has	one.	Release	the	button	when	the	red	light	on	the	remote	illuminates	constant.	Press	and	release	the	device	button	for	the	type	of	device	you	want	to
program.	The	red	light	on	the	remote	will	blink	once	and	then	stay	on	steady	to	confirm	the	programming	mode	for	the	device	button	you	pressed.	Press	and	hold	the	device	button	for	the	device	you	want	to	program	if	your	remote	does	not	have	a	setup	button.	Release	the	button	when	the	red	light	on	the	remote	blinks.	The	blinking	light	indicates
that	the	remote	is	in	programming	mode	for	the	device	button	you	selected.	Locate	the	four-digit	manufacturer	code	that	applies	to	your	particular	device.	You	can	find	the	Philips	remote	control	manufacturer	codes	in	the	documentation	that	came	with	your	remote	or	the	Philips	Universal	Remote	Control	Code	Finder	website	(see	Resources).	If	you
cannot	find	the	manufacturer	code,	use	"9999"	so	that	the	remote	will	scan	all	of	the	codes.	Enter	the	code	using	the	remote	control's	keypad.	Press	and	hold	the	"Power"	button	until	the	device	turns	off.	Release	the	button	right	away	when	the	device	turns	off.	This	can	take	several	minutes	while	the	remote	scans	the	available	codes.	Scan	each	code
manually	by	pressing	the	"channel	up"	button	repeatedly	until	the	channel	changes.	This	can	help	if	your	remote	does	not	find	the	code	automatically.	Press	the	"Setup"	button	twice	to	store	the	code.	Our	entertainment	centers	are	more	stuffed	with	gear	than	ever,	but	it's	no	fun	keeping	a	half-dozen	remote	controls	and	game	controllers	on	your
coffee	table	and	switching	between	them	every	time	you	want	to	watch	a	movie,	change	the	volume,	or	switch	to	a	different	device.	This	week,	we'd	like	to	know	which	universal	remote	you	prefer	to	trim	that	stack	of	remote	controls	on	your	coffee	table	down	to	one,	that	works	for	all	of	your	devices.	There	are	a	few	big	names	in	the	universal	remote
industry,	but	that	doesn't	mean	they're	the	only	good	ones.	Which	universal	remotes	have	you	found	walk	the	line	between	bang	for	your	buck,	control	of	as	many	of	your	devices	as	possible,	and	ease	of	use	and	programming?	Leave	your	vote	in	the	comments	below.The	call	for	contenders	is	closed!	To	see	which	of	your	nominees	made	the	top	five,
head	over	to	the	five	best	universal	remote	controls	and	vote	for	the	all-out	winner!Picking	a	universal	remote	control	is	pretty	tricky	these	days.	There	are	plenty	of	simple,…Read	moreHive	Five	nominations	take	place	in	the	comments,	where	you	post	your	favorite	tool	for	the	job.	We	get	hundreds	of	comments,	so	to	make	your	nomination	clear,
please	include	it	at	the	top	of	your	comment	like	so:	VOTE:	BEST	UNIVERSAL	REMOTE.	Please	don't	include	your	vote	in	a	reply	to	another	commenter.	Instead,	make	your	vote	and	reply	separate	comments.	If	you	don't	follow	this	format,	we	may	not	count	your	vote.	To	prevent	tampering	with	the	results,	votes	from	first-time	commenters	may	not
be	counted.	After	you've	made	your	nomination,	let	us	know	what	makes	it	stand	out	from	the	competition.About	the	Hive	Five:	The	Hive	Five	feature	series	asks	readers	to	answer	the	most	frequently	asked	question	we	get:	"Which	tool	is	the	best?"	Once	a	week	we'll	put	out	a	call	for	contenders	looking	for	the	best	solution	to	a	certain	problem,	then
YOU	tell	us	your	favorite	tools	to	get	the	job	done.	Every	weekend,	we'll	report	back	with	the	top	five	recommendations	and	give	you	a	chance	to	vote	on	which	is	best.	For	an	example,	check	out	last	week's	five	best	bluetooth	headsets.	If	you're	driving	and	you	need	to	use	your	mobile	phone,	most	states	in	the	US	require	you	to	use…Read	moreThe
Hive	Five	is	based	on	reader	nominations.	As	with	most	Hive	Five	posts,	if	your	favorite	was	left	out,	it's	not	because	we	hate	it—it's	because	it	didn't	get	the	nominations	required	in	the	call	for	contenders	post	to	make	the	top	five.	We	understand	it's	a	bit	of	a	popularity	contest,	but	if	you	have	a	favorite,	we	want	to	hear	about	it.	Have	a	suggestion
for	the	Hive	Five?	Send	us	an	email	at	tips+hivefive@lifehacker.com!Photo	by	William	Hook.	Picking	a	universal	remote	control	is	pretty	tricky	these	days.	There	are	plenty	of	simple,	programmable	IR	blasters	out	there,	but	some	of	the	best	remotes	can	control	other	devices	using	Bluetooth	or	even	Wi-FI.	This	week,	we’re	looking	at	some	of	the	best
universal	remotes,	based	on	your	nominations.Earlier	in	the	week,	we	asked	you	to	tell	us	which	universal	remotes	you	thought	were	the	best.	Your	nominations	ranged	from	the	hilarious	to	the	incredibly	useful,	and	even	though	it’s	been	a	long	time	since	we	looked	at	the	category,	many	remotes	still	stand	on	either	side	of	a	huge	dividing	line:	one
the	one	side,	there	are	programmable	IR	blasters	that	are	cheap	and	effective	for	most	home	entertainment	setups.	On	the	other	are	complex	and	often	more	expensive	devices	that	can	control	all	of	your	IR	devices,	but	also	any	smart	home	gear	you	have	and	other	technologies	around	the	house.	Some	even	let	you	use	your	smartphone	or	tablet	as
well.It’s	been	a	while	since	we	talked	about	universal	remotes,	and	the	landscape	has	changed…Read	moreThat	aside,	let’s	look	at	your	top	five	picks	from	the	nominations	round:Logitech	Harmony	One/Harmony	Ultimate	OneThe	Logitech	Harmony	One,	much	loved	and	lauded,	but	eventually	replaced	by	the	Harmony	Ultimate	One,	is	a	tough
universal	remote	to	top.	More	than	a	few	of	you	highlighted	how	much	you	loved	the	original	Harmony	One,	its	completely	programmable	buttons	and	activities,	plethora	of	settings,	and	durability.	Even	though	it’s	discontinued,	you	can	still	pick	one	up—albeit	at	the	hefty	price	of	$349	at	Amazon,	while	its	replacement,	the	Harmony	Ultimate	One,	is
a	more	affordable	$209.	For	its	part,	the	Ultimate	One	tries	to	capture	some	of	what	people	loved	about	the	One,	including	the	adaptable	touchscreen,	programmable	activities,	and	ability	to	control	all	of	the	devices	in	your	home	entertainment	center.	Both	remotes	are	IR	blasters	only,	meaning	RF	devices	and	Bluetooth	devices	are	out,	but	also	trims
down	the	number	of	buttons	on	the	face	of	the	remote,	instead	relying	a	bit	more	on	the	touchscreen	for	a	lot	of	operations	and	for	custom,	user-added	buttons.	The	Ultimate	One	also	slimmed	the	whole	thing	down	to	a	slightly	smaller	size.	Some	people	love	those	changes,	others	hated	them,	but	at	the	end	of	the	day	you	have	options.Those	of	you
who	nominated	the	Harmony	One	and	Ultimate	One	all	praised	the	device	for	being	able	to	control	virtually	everything	in	your	setups,	with	little	real	configuration.	Everyone	(and	you’ll	see	this	is	a	recurring	theme	with	the	other	Harmony	nominees)	complained	a	bit	about	Logitech’s	overly-heavy	and	complicated	desktop	programming	software,	but
it’s	better	than	pointing	the	remote	at	another	remote	to	learn	commands	(although	the	original	One	was	capable	of	this	as	well.)	Many	of	you	loved	the	ability	to	switch	between	activities	and	devices	to	perform	specific	actions	on	your	devices	even	if	they’re	not	part	of	“activities”	you	program,	and	many	of	you	loved	your	original	Ones	so	much	that
you	said	you	don’t	know	what	you’ll	do	when	it	eventually	dies.	You	can	read	more	in	this	nomination	thread,	this	one,	or	this	one.TouchsquidTouchsquid	isn’t	so	much	a	remote	control	as	it’s	a	remote	control	app	that	turns	your	Android	smartphone	or	tablet	into	a	universal	remote	thanks	to	its	pre-programmed	database	of	over	700,000	devices.	Of
course,	your	device	needs	to	either	have	an	IR	blaster	of	its	own	for	the	app	to	work	(and	there’s	a	list	of	supported	phones	and	tablets	here)	or	it	has	to	be	paired	up	with	an	external	IR	blaster	that	will	send	the	app’s	signals	to	your	home	entertainment	gear.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	quick	way	to	turn	your	Android	phone—especially	if	you	have	a	device
like	an	HTC	One	or	a	Galaxy	S5,	both	of	which	have	IR	built-in,	into	a	universal	remote	(or	you’ve	upgraded	from	those	phones	and	want	to	find	a	use	for	them),	this	is	it.	Touchsquid’s	software	comes	in	two	different	flavors,	the	$14	Home	version	that	lets	you	control	up	to	6	devices	per	“room	profile,”	and	the	$40	Pro	version,	which	bumps	the	device
limit	up	to	14	per	“room	profile,”	adds	user-programmable	macro	buttons,	nested	buttons,	and	cross-device	syncing	to	the	pot.	Best	of	all,	if	you’re	not	sure	it’ll	work	for	you,	you	can	download	a	free	trial	from	Google	Play.	In	every	case	though,	you	just	tell	Touchsquid	what	devices	you	have	in	your	home	theater,	which	ones	you	use	for	what,	program
your	activities	(much	in	a	similar	fashion	to	Harmony	devices),	and	you’re	off	and	away.Those	of	you	who	nominated	Touchsquid	pointed	out	that	it	loads	quickly	and	it’s	fairly	snappy	for	the	features	that	it	offers,	and	that	it’s	pretty	straightforward	to	program	and	operate.	You	noted	that	it	works	well	with	external	IR	blasters	you	can	connect	to	via
Bluetooth	or	Wi-Fi,	and	that	also	gives	you	the	freedom	to	turn	any	Android	device	in	the	house	into	a	universal	remote	control,	and	you	don’t	need	line	of	sight	to	manage	any	of	your	devices.	Of	course,	using	your	Android	device’s	touchscreen	to	control	your	entertainment	center	comes	with	downsides—namely	that	you	don’t	have	hard	buttons	or
tactile	feedback,	but	if	you	don’t	mind	that,	it’s	worth	checking	out.	You	can	read	its	nomination	thread	here.Logitech	Harmony	Ultimate	Home/Harmony	Smart	ControlLogitech’s	Harmony	Home	and	Harmony	Smart	Control	are	certainly	different,	but	we’re	putting	them	together	in	this	category	because	of	the	one	critical	feature	they	have	in
common:	The	Home	Hub.	On	its	own,	this	$93	device	lets	you	use	your	smartphone	or	tablet	as	a	remote	control	for	not	just	your	home	entertainment	devices,	but	other	smart	home	or	connected	devices	around	your	house.	That	means	thermostats,	lighting	systems,	security	systems,	and	more.	It’s	all	programmable	and	customizable,	and	you	can
manage	it	all	from	your	phone,	tablet,	or	both.	Of	course,	whether	you’re	geared	more	towards	controlling	entertainment	devices	or	smart	home	devices	will	determine	whether	you	want	the	Harmony	Ultimate	Home	($287	at	Amazon)	or	the	Harmony	Smart	Control	($100	at	Amazon).	The	Ultimate	Home	(and	the	step-down	Harmony	Home	Control)
are	designed	to	control	everything	in	your	home—not	just	your	multimedia	gear,	but	anything	that	can	be	controlled	over	Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi,	RF,	or	IR.	The	Harmony	Smart	Control	on	the	other	hand	is	designed	more	for	closed-cabinet	control	of	all	of	your	entertainment	electronics,	still	works	with	your	smartphone	or	tablet,	and	is	designed	firmly	for
living	room	use.	It	can	even	be	expanded	by	purchasing	extra	controls	for	other	rooms	in	the	house,	all	connected	to	the	same	Home	Hub.	It’s	a	little	confusing	(okay,	very	confusing)	but	once	you	spend	time	comparing	the	devices	at	Logitech’s	site,	you’ll	be	able	to	choose	which	option	has	the	features	you’ll	need.	The	big	thing	here	is	that	all	of	these
revolve	around	the	Home	Hub	to	control	multiple	devices	with	your	smartphone	or	tablet	OR	an	included	Harmony	remote,	all	capable	of	managing	all	sorts	of	devices	in	your	home,	whether	they’re	traditionally	receptive	to	a	remote	control	or	not.Those	of	you	who	nominated	the	Harmony	Ultimate	Home,	Smart	Control,	and	Smart	Home	all	praised
each	iteration	for	giving	you	just	the	features	you	need	without	forcing	you	to	overspend	on	a	package	you	didn’t	want.	For	example,	the	Smart	Home	might	be	a	great	option	over	the	Ultimate	Home	for	those	folks	not	interested	in	the	touch	screen	on	the	Ultimate	or	the	extra	features,	but	for	those	folks	just	looking	for	a	simpler	remote,	the	Smart
Control	might	be	better	off.	Logitech	themselves	popped	in	to	nominate	the	Harmony	Ultimate	Home,	but	a	few	of	you	had	praise	for	the	more	modest	Smart	Control	in	nomination	threads	like	this,	saying	it	controls	all	the	devices	you	need	it	to	control	without	any	extra	(or	pricier)	bells	and	whistles.	Some	of	you	even	praised	the	white	version	of	the
Smart	Home	in	nomination	threads	like	this	one,	noting	that	you	liked	the	color,	but	also	that	you	could	use	it	to	control	lots	of	devices	in	your	home—not	just	your	TV	and	entertainment	gear,	and	none	of	it	needed	line	of	sight	to	work.	Almost	all	of	you	said	that	once	you	moved	up	to	these	systems	and	got	used	to	them,	you	couldn’t	see	yourself
needing	another	remote	system	again.RCA	Universal	RemoteWe	have	to	give	some	love	to	the	simple	RCA	Universal	Remote,	which	has	come	in	several	shapes	and	sizes	over	the	years.	Most	of	the	nominations	though	were	for	this	four-device	model	for	$9	at	Amazon	or	its	smaller	3-device	version	for	$6.	In	each	case,	these	remotes	are	much	simpler,
and	harken	back	to	a	simpler	day	of	universal	remote	programming—meaning	you’ll	need	to	give	it	control	codes	if	it	doesn’t	automatically	know	the	type	of	device	you’re	trying	to	manage—and	even	then,	getting	it	to	work	may	be	hit	or	miss.	That	said,	if	your	devices	all	use	common	codes,	it’s	a	simple	device	that	can	replace	your	other	remote
controls	for	essentially	a	few	bucks	out	of	your	pocket.	There	are	RCA	universal	remote	variants	available	too,	some	of	which	are	built	to	replace	your	cable	remote	as	well	as	your	TV	remote,	and	some	are	backlit	to	be	easy	to	find	in	the	dark,	but	all	of	them	have	one	thing	in	common:	they’re	dirt	cheap	and	get	the	job	done.Those	of	you	who
nominated	these	pointed	specifically	to	their	price	point,	too—you	said	that	some	of	you	don’t	need	all	the	bells	and	whistles	of	smart	home	controls	and	other	widgets	and	accessories,	and	you	don’t	have	a	massive	home	entertainment	setup	that	warrants	an	expensive	universal	remote.	You	might	have	a	TV	remote,	a	cable	remote,	and	maybe	one
other	you’d	like	to	replace,	and	this	does	the	job	nicely,	is	cheap,	and	you	won’t	feel	bad	if	you	lose	or	break	it.	A	few	of	you	lamented	the	fact	that	these	remotes	can	be	tricky	to	program,	don’t	work	with	your	specific	devices	(and	when	that	happens,	there’s	nothing	you	can	really	do),	and	aren’t	as	advanced	or	robust	as	others,	but	for	others	of	you,
that’s	the	whole	point.	You	can	read	more	in	its	nomination	thread	here.Logitech	Harmony	650The	Logitech	Harmony	650	(and,	to	be	fair,	if	I	added	them	up,	the	Harmony	350	and	the	also-discontinued	higher	end	Harmony	700	or	Harmony	880,)	were	also	popular	in	the	nominations	round,	largely	because	they	represented	a	somewhat	simpler	time
in	universal	remote	setup	and	use.	These	remotes	are	a	bit	more	durable,	have	more	controls	and	buttons	on	the	remotes	themselves	and	smaller	touchscreens,	and	while	they	support	fewer	devices,	they’re	also	not	incredibly	expensive.	The	Harmony	650	is	$65	at	Amazon,	for	example,	can	control	eight	devices,	has	a	color	screen	for	programmable
activities	or	favorite	channels,	has	one-touch	activity	buttons,	and	walks	the	line	between	just	the	options	you	need	and	a	wallet-friendly	price.This	was	a	recurring	theme	in	the	650’s	massive	nomination	thread.	You	shared	your	experiences	both	with	these	remotes	failing	on	you	and	being	replaced	by	Logitech,	but	many	of	you	pointing	out	that	the
650	does	exactly	what	you	needed	it	to	do	without	costing	you	a	ton	of	money	and	requiring	you	spend	a	lot	of	time	setting	up	extra	devices,	installing	apps,	or	trying	to	get	used	to	using	multiple	devices	to	control	your	gear.	Many	of	you	lamented	it	being	part	of	an	older	generation	of	universal	remotes,	that	it	requires	line	of	sight	to	work,	and	so	on,
but	others	said	you	didn’t	want	to	spend	hundreds	just	to	control	everything	with	one	device.	You	can	check	out	its	nomination	thread	here,	peek	into	the	nomination	thread	for	the	350	($40	at	Amazon,)	or	the	Harmony	700	($145	at	Amazon)	and	Harmony	880	($290	at	Amazon)—both	of	which	are	discontinued	(which	is	why	they’re	not	in	the	top	five
proper)	but	still	available	at	Amazon	in	both	refurb	and	new	versions.Now	that	you’ve	seen	the	top	five,	it’s	time	to	put	them	to	a	vote	and	determine	the	Lifehacker	community	favorite:Honorable	MentionsThis	week’s	honorable	mentions	goes	out	to	the	Sony	PS3	Media	Remote	Control,	which	many	of	you	said	you	purchased	to	use	with	your	PS3,	but
actually	use	to	control	your	whole	home	entertainment	center.	It’s	easily	programmed,	has	all	the	buttons	and	commands	you	need,	and	works	pretty	well	without	needing	other	remotes	to	step	in	all	the	time.	Obviously	it’s	ideal	for	people	with	a	PS3,	as	opposed	to	folks	who	may	not	already	have	one,	but	it’s	definitely	a	nice	universal	remote
nevertheless.In	more	hilarious	nominees,	we	have	to	call	out	the	Doctor	Who	11th	Doctor	Sonic	Screwdriver	Universal	Remote,	or	if	you’re	more	of	a	fan	of	the	10th,	the	10th	Doctor	Sonic	Screwdriver	Universal	Remote.	Funny	and	jokey	nominations	aside,	these	actually	got	a	surprising	amount	of	support	in	the	nominations	thread.	Here’s	to	you,
whovians.Speaking	of	fan	nominations,	we’ll	tip	our	hats	to	the	Star	Trek:	The	Next	Generation	Phaser	Universal	Remote.	Because	it	just	wouldn’t	be	fair	otherwise,	and	who	doesn’t	like	the	idea	of	firing	a	phaser	at	their	TV	to	be	rid	of	some	annoying	program	they’d	rather	not	be	watching?Have	something	to	say	about	one	of	the	contenders?	Want	to
make	the	case	for	your	personal	favorite,	even	if	it	wasn’t	included	in	the	list?	Remember,	the	top	five	are	based	on	your	most	popular	nominations	from	the	call	for	contenders	thread	from	earlier	in	the	week.	Don’t	just	complain	about	the	top	five,	let	us	know	what	your	preferred	alternative	is—and	make	your	case	for	it—in	the	discussions	below.The
Hive	Five	is	based	on	reader	nominations.	As	with	most	Hive	Five	posts,	if	your	favorite	was	left	out,	it	didn’t	get	the	nominations	required	in	the	call	for	contenders	post	to	make	the	top	five.	We	understand	it’s	a	bit	of	a	popularity	contest.	Have	a	suggestion	for	the	Hive	Five?	Send	us	an	email	at	tips+hivefive@lifehacker.com!Title	photo	by	Phil	Long.
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