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Table | documents the ratings used 10 evaluate the impact of risks.
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Table J documents the results of the impact analysis, including the estimated impact for
each risk identified in Table D and the impact rating assigned 1o the risk.

Table J: Risk Impact Analysis
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We proudly display this logo, recognizing our office having received the Certificate of Excellence in Assessment Administration. This International Association of Assessor Officials (IAAO) honor states: "The International Association of Assessing Officers hereby recognizes the Thurston County, Washington Assessor's Office for their outstanding
achievement of meeting the requirements for the Certificate of Excellence in Assessment Administration. "Granting the recognition indicates their demonstration of the highest levels of managerial excellence and consistent utilization of practices that exceed the guidelines as established for this award by IAAO in property assessment administration
practices." We have made many improvements expanding the information available and making it easier to research the basis for your home's assessed value. Recent posts to this site appear below. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Thurston Assessor meets or exceeds all IAAO standards in annual study (May 2022) I am proud to
share the Department of Revenue's most recent valid sales study confirming the quality of our work on your behalf. This study came to the following conclusion: "Based on 2021 reported single-family residential valid sales, Thurston County (Assessor) meets or exceeds all IAAO standards that were tested in this study." The Department of Revenue
regulates all Washington State Assessors in the interest of assuring equity and uniformity across the state. The department's most recent study is in, and the findings are as stated above. Click this link for the full study:DOR 2022 Thurston Sales Study Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Residential values see a median increase of 20%
in 2021 in Thurston County The 2021 value assessment notices were mailed on August 23rd. Each notice reflects the value of your property as of January 1, 2021, which will be used for property taxes payable in 2022. The Assessor continues to engage in best practices to assure our values are accurate, equitable and transparent. Our methods and
practices were reviewed again this year and we have been awarded the Certificate of Excellence in Assessment Administration (CEAA) for the second consecutive time. This is an accomplishment only four counties in the western coastal states have achieved. During the 60 days following August 23rd you are encouraged to contact our office to review
any questions or concerns you may have with your assessed value. This year the deadline for filing an appeal with the Board of Equalization is October 22nd. Over the last 20 months the COVID pandemic and emergency policies to quell its spread have significantly impacted schools, commerce and the workplace. Accordingly, the many different
subsectors of the real estate market were impacted and reacted differently. Click here to read more... Because of the many shutdowns, commercial real estate did not fair as well as residential. In fact, the overall median increase in commercial real estate was only 1.3%. Apartment values which before this year have been a strong market saw only a
modest growth rate of about 1%. Vacant land and office/medical uses remained relatively flat or saw a slight decrease. The retail and restaurants sector became bifurcated. In that market smaller and independent retail/restaurants lost some value, while larger national and franchised uses saw a modest growth in the 5-7% bracket. Warehouse and
industrial uses which had been a strong industry for the last several years saw their value growth slow to about the 1% range. While commercial real estate was struggling, residential values have grown significantly. It has been a seller's market for the last year, with sale prices often exceeding the list price. Low inventory and buyer urgency were key
factors. Whether this is a short-term market aberration, or a structural change remains to be seen. This last year has seen employers adopting work at home practices. Additionally, there appears to be an influx of purchasers moving to desirable suburban locations such as ours from Pierce County and King County. Overall, the median increase has
been 20% this year with a detached single family median value of $373,200. For the same time period, Redfin indicated the median sale price of a home was $460,000 while realtor.com indicated a median sold price of $400,000. The Assessment process includes all property in the County. Most properties are not "sale ready." The listing services base
their data only on sales, which are generally "sale ready." It is also important to note that by statute we measure market value as of the preceding 1st of January and the Treasurer uses this value to produce tax statements for the following year. All submarkets increased significantly. The greatest appreciation as a percentage of value, was in small
residences and manufacture housing. The growth in the residential market has been deep and broad, with no particular region being disproportionately affected. In the state of Washington each property owners' taxes are derived by dividing each taxing authorities approved budget and any voter approved measures into the taxing authorities' total
taxable value. As a result, a change in your assessed value only has a minor effect on a given properties taxes. The Assessor is charged by law to set market values. The Assessor does not set the tax rate, only the market value. We have been doing this function for years and we consistently exceed industry standards for best practices and are among
the top counties in the state for accuracy and equity. Taxes are determined by approval of ballot measures and the legislative authorities of each taxing district from the State to school districts, fire districts, cities, counties and others. Equity in the value of each properties value assures each property owner pays no more or less that their fair share.
The current COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to modify our procedures to keep the public and our staff safe while still providing excellent customer service. We are still open to the public Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and walk-in service is provided. For your safety all visitors are required to be masked. A Kiosk has been
positioned at the building entrance which can be used to schedule your Assessor visit time. If you have questions about your assessed value, to the extent possible, we request phone calls first. The main number is 360-867-2200. If you prefer email, value questions are best sent to valueinquiry@co.thurston.wa.us. Other (non-value related) questions
are better sent to asrinfo@co.thurston.wa.us. Most questions can be answered by phone or email, but if you still desire a physical meeting, we suggest scheduling an appointment to limit potential exposure to the virus and the frustration of waiting in our office. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor PROPERTY TAX ANALYSIS TOOL
GOES LIVE (March 2020) Since first being elected in 2010 I have remained focused on providing the public greater transparency in every aspect of the property assessment process. My office designed this new tool so the public can easily study the drivers of their own property tax and see changes over the most recent three years.You can access this
tool by clicking on the image below 2020 Revaluation Notices Mailed August 24 Reflect New Property Values. The 2020 assessment notices were mailed August 24, 2020. The mailing was delayed due to COVID-19 County building closures. The delay insured our office would be open through the 60-day appeal period to allow for dialog with taxpayers
to resolve their concerns. Your assessment reflects the value of your home on January 1, 2020, for property taxes payable in 2021. The Assessor continues to engage in best practices to assure our values are accurate, equitable and transparent. Our methods and practices were reviewed again this year and we have been awarded the Certificate of
Excellence in Assessment Administration (CEAA) for the second consecutive time. This is an accomplishment only four counties in the western coastal states have achieved. Click here to read more... The physical features and transfer history of your property, as well as the cost valuation report and the comparable sales used in the assessment, are
available on our A.P.L.U.S. website at: . While real estate taxes are a separate function from assessment, in our continuing efforts to increase transparency, we have developed a new tool on the web site called "My Property Tax Distribution." By clicking on the table and then typing in a parcel number, name or address, you can examine your specific
taxes and how they are allocated over the last three years. It allows you to track the total change in your tax as a result of the actions of local governmental bodies and shows how much of the tax burden is approved by voters. The current COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to modify our procedures to keep the public and our staff safe while still
providing excellent customer service. We are still open to the public Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and walk-in service is provided. If you have questions about your assessed value, to the extent possible, we request phone calls first. The main number is 360-867-2200. If you prefer email, value questions are best sent to
valueinquiry@co.thurston.wa.us. Other (non-value related) questions are better sent to asrinfo@co.thurston.wa.us. Most questions can be answered by phone or email, but if you still desire a physical meeting, we suggest scheduling an appointment to limit potential exposure to the virus and the frustration of waiting in our office. The Assessor is
tasked with valuing all property in Thurston County. Appreciation continued an upward trend in 2019 for most locations and types of properties. This is reflected in the January 1, 2020 assessed values. Prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic there was an increase in new construction. This increased demand for vacant land and put upward pressure on land
values. For non-saltwater front property, the overall median increase for the January 1, 2020 assessment date was 6.1%. Saltwater properties had nearly an identical increase of 6.0%. During this year we visited 18,245 residential properties in Regions 10, 14, and 16. Region 16 is the southern urban growth area of the City of Lacey, Region 14
represents the corporate limits of Yelm, and Region 10 represents the rural south eastern quarter of the county including Rainer. Commercial properties increased at a median rate of 4.2%, with restaurants and vacant land increasing the most. Commercial appraisers physically inspected boat houses, manufactured home parks, manufactured homes
with a commercial use, residences with commercial zoning, recreational properties, and operation utilities. The commercial team inspected 791 parcels. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor COVID-19 Service Update (Wednesday June 24) Reval Notices mailing delayed until August 24 for 2020. This decision was to assure our office
would be open throughout the 60 day appeal period for dialogue aimed at resolving taxpayer concerns. Lobby revisions and safety improvements. While the building has been closed to the public we have modified our lobby to allow for safe in person visits for the full range of services we provide. Please do not forget to wear your mask. Building and
Assessor office scheduled to reopen Monday June 29. We will be open to serve the public in person M-F from 8-5 though we continue to recommend conducting as much business as possible via phone, through this website or by email at asrinfo@co.thurston.wa.us. Senior and disabled persons property tax exemption program expanded (Posted
January 2020) In 2019 after a decade of advocacy the State Assessors Association was successful in achieving legislative changes in the senior and disabled persons exemption program. The primary change causes household income qualification thresholds to increase based upon each county's median household income. It was my honor as legislative
co chair to successfully lead this legislation through the 2019 session to enhance this program. As a result, for 2020 the highest household income threshold increased from $40,000 to $48,566. For additional details please read on. These changes expand relief opportunities for seniors and disabled persons on modest fixed incomes helping to assure
they may remain in their homes. With these changes comes the duty to perform outreach in the interest of alerting newly qualifying individuals of the changes. Although our resources are limited, we were able to send out the mailer shown below to every residential homeowner in the county. For more information regarding this program, please view
our brochure. Click here for directions to our office. If you are interested in learning more including how best to prepare for visiting our office to apply please use this link: Property Tax Relief Programs Overview Click on the images below to enlarge to a readable size. 2019 Revaluation notices mailed May 31 reflect new property values as of 1/1/2019
for use in determining each property's 2020 property tax. Your 2019 assessment notices were mailed on time for the 8th consecutive year, following the physical inspection of over 21,287 residential properties, 2079 commercial properties, collection of county wide sales data and extensive analysis. My staff and I take great pride in the quality of our
work and of the fact that we continue to exceed all quality and equity standards while remaining on schedule even as we remain under staffed with six fewer FTE, then in 2008. In general, property values continued to rise between January 1 of 2018 and January 1 of 2019. This year residential property values not in salt water neighborhoods increased
by a median of 4.5% with 50% of these properties increasing between 1.1% and 7.2%. Properties located in the "salt water neighborhoods" saw a higher median increase of 11.3% with 50% of these properties experiencing a change of between -0.5% and 15.5%. Click here to read more... Commercial properties increased by a median 9.49% with
apartments, office and warehouse/industrial increasing, on average, slightly above the median. Many factors may influence each property's year to year value including changes in a property's quality, condition, and square footage. By law, we are required to inspect all properties at least once every six years. To accomplish this task, we have divided
the county into regions and in this past cycle we inspected residential properties in regions 6 and 15. These regions include the city of Lacey, its Urban Growth Area and the North Thurston School District. Should you have a concern about your property's value, you have 60 days (ending on July 30th) to research your concern and to dialogue with our
staff. We encourage you to make use of this period to resolve your concerns. Should you raise a concern and on review should it be found to have merit, our staff can revise your value during this 60-day period. This can occur by phone, by email or in person. Our office is open M-F from 8-5. If, however, your concern cannot be resolved to your
satisfaction within this 60-day period, and you wish to file an appeal with the Board of Equalization, you must do so prior to the end of business on July 30th. The Board of Equalization is a separate entity and their link can be found on the Assessor home page. It is important to note that an increase in property value alone may not result in an increase
in your property taxes. The taxes collected for each taxing district in which you reside are divided into each district'ss total assessed value to determine the amount that will be collected for each $1,000 of value. So, if all of the values go up equally and the taxing authority passes no new taxes your property tax will not increase. Increases are most
likely the result of increases passed by a taxing district or by the voters in a tax district. Your assessed value can cause an increase in your tax liability however, when your value increases by more than the average within your taxing district. As noted above, substantial increases in value usually result from changes in a property's quality, condition or
square footage. In some cases such as with salt waterfront, for instance, limited inventory and the market for this real estate sector can produce an increase above the county average. One exception which should expire by 2022 involves the state school levy part two which was adopted as a fixed rate by the state legislature when it addressed the
McCleary decision. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor 2017 legislature increases property taxes for schools The budget passed by the state legislature in 2017 substantially impacts all property tax payers in order to address the courts mandate to adequately fund public education. Though we here in Thurston County are impacted to
a lesser degree than in many areas of the state, the tax rate, per $1,000 of value, for schools alone will rise by between .55 cents and .76 cents for most Thurston County taxpayers (only Tumwater saw a decrease). For a closer look at how your taxes for schools changed between 2017 and 2018 (prior to 2018 ballot measures) please click on the
following diagram. Also, after locating your property in A+ and selecting taxes you can view a complete breakdown of your 2018 tax bill. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor 2017 Improvements to open source data related to property appraisal have recently been added to this website. In order to help taxpayers verify their square
footage we have added building external footprint diagrams for most residential structures across the county. For commercial land and structures we have added a sales tab accessed through the A+. Like for residential properties, this list of sales details the date of sales, the sale price, and each sales validation code. We also provide a Validation code
key which explains why an individual sale was or was not used in developing market value estimates as part of the mass appraisal process. Properties which meet the criteria for a valid sale have multiple uses, such as directly applicable for comparable sales, as well as indirect use such as calibration of the income and cost approach. Additionally, they
are used for location calibration and compliance studies. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor 2017 Revaluation Notices Reveal New Property Values for 2018 Taxes Your 2017 assessment notices will be mailed on Thursday, June 1st. This will mark the 6th year in a row that assessment notices have been mailed on time. This will allow
taxpayers to see their new assessed values much closer to the January 1, 2017 assessment date, reducing confusion between the assessed value and the effects of recent market activity. Two remedies exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our office to review your concern with
our skilled staff during the appeal period. Click here to read more... My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly resolving valid concerns about your property value within the 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of July 31, 2017, your second remedy is to file an appeal with
the Board of Equalization. Please Note that your Thurston County Assessor personally proposed legislation this year to address the unworkable delay in recent years between when the BOE held it's hearings and when it issued and transmitted its formal determination known as an order. This legislation which will become law within the next 30 days,
requires that orders be issued within 45 days of every BOE hearing, thereby helping to assure timely due process. Market analysis by appraisers within the Assessor's Office indicates the overall real estate market began improving during 2012 and continues to show improvement in 2017. This improvement in the market is reflected in most of the
assessment notices that will arrive in mailboxes late next week or over the following weekend. The new assessment notices will identify value assessments as of January 1, 2017 for taxes to be billed in 2018. The 2017 assessment notices continue to include three years of values to offer a better understanding of how the current and past market has
affected property values. The 2017 assessed value of real property countywide is $30.652 billion, reflecting an overall increase of $1.913 billion. This change in value includes $167 million in New Construction added to the 2017 assessment roll so far. The total value of New Construction for 2017 will be tabulated in August; assessment notices for
New Construction will be mailed by August 25, 2017. During 2016, $441.1 million in New Construction was added to the Thurston County assessment roll. Median values countywide for all residential property types increased 7.33% from January 2016 to January 2017. During this same time frame, the assessed values increased 8.4%, which excludes
new construction. This is the fifth year in the past five that overall countywide residential property values increased. This is also the fifth year that commercial property values increased. The real estate market continues to shows signs of improvement, in terms of the number of permits issued, overall value increases and the number of sales
transactions. The median assessed value for a single family residence as of January 2017 rose to $249,400, up from $229,950 the previous year. These numbers represent a 8.46% increase. Residential Inspections were done in region 4. This area is roughly bounded by Kaiser/26th Street on the north, South Bay on the east, I-5/93rd Street on the
south, and Black Lake on the west. With the exception of smaller cities or townships, commercial Properties are inspected county wide by type of structure. This cycle includes retail, restaurants, service and hospitals.. The reader is reminded that a physical inspection can result in significant value changes due to changes in either physical factors, or
use of the property which may be discovered at the time of inspection. Annual Appraisal: Each year appraisers review and update all assessments, so properties reflect their market value as of January 1. Market value is defined as the price a typical, informed buyer would pay a typical, knowledgeable seller for a property as of a given date with neither
party being under pressure to buy or sell. Appraisers analyze property sales to measure trends and identify factors that influence values and ultimately determine new values for properties in the area. Many forces such as location, size, quality, condition, and age influence property values. In addition, general economic conditions such as interest
rates, inflation, construction costs, supply and demand, and changes in zoning, subdivisions, and tax laws all influence the value of real estate. We continuously monitor and analyze the market throughout the county to stay current with market trends. Each year, market research and analysis is used to ensure new assessed values reflect value
changes in the market place. Changes in the market place occurring now will appear in the 2018 assessment year for property taxes due in 2019. While your property value affects your share of taxes, the actual amount you pay is determined by tax rates based on the budget requests of the schools, cities, county, fire districts, port, roads, and other
taxing districts. Revaluation ensures that the distribution of property taxes is fair and impartial. Countywide property tax increases or decreases are directly related to the actions of voters and/or taxing district budget requests. Three factors generally influence how much tax is due on a particular property: Assessed value of an individual property
Total assessed value of all property in a taxing district, e.g., city, school, port Budget of the taxing district Taxing districts may ask voters to approve levy lifts, maintenance and operation levies, or other special projects that would raise more revenue through property taxes. When voters in the Olympia School District approve a special school levy that
increases taxes, only residents in the Olympia School District will be impacted by that tax increase. For the past several years, voter-approved levies accounted for approximately 45 percent of the property taxes. The Thurston County Assessor's Office is available to serve customers by phone, in person, and online. The office is open for customers from
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday - Friday. Online access is available to assist customers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. By selecting the Assessor's Parcel Search (A+) system, you can research data on property and land values, building characteristics, and sales. The A+ system also provides a detailed breakdown and explanation of how each residential
property value was determined based on its property characteristics. Look for the "Value Report" tab. This year the A+ system includes all of the sales in your residential neighborhood. Look for the "Sales" tab. Sales that have been used to determine your most recent assessed value is marked "Yes". Also of interest is an ownership history on the A+
system under the "Owner History" tab. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page News for senior citizens, disabled persons, and 100% disabled veterans. Following their review of a recent court case, the Washington State Department of Revenue has amended its definitions in WAC 458-16A-100 as follows: The definition of
"Annuity" has been updated to more closely fit the traditional meaning of that term and "Pension" has been revised to clarify that pensions triggered by a person's disability are included within the meaning of that term. These changes go into effect on June 10, 2016. Click here to read more... WAC 458-16A-100(2) Annuity. "Annuity" means a series of
long-term periodic payments, under a contract or agreement. It does not include payments for the care of dependent children. For purposes of this subsection, long-term means a period of more than one full year from the annuity starting date. Annuity distributions must be included in "disposable income," as that term is defined in subsection (12) of
this section, whether or not they are taxable under federal law. A one-time, lump sum, total distribution is not an "annuity" for purposes of this section, and only the taxable portion that would be included in federal adjusted gross income should be included in disposable income. WAC 458-16A-100(24) Pension. "Pension" generally means an
arrangement providing for payments, not wages, to a person (or to that person's family) who has fulfilled certain conditions of service or reached a certain age. Pension distributions may be triggered by separation from service, attainment of a specific age, disability, death, or other events. A pension may allow payment of all or a part of the entire
pension benefit, in lieu of regular periodic payments. Most people will not be affected by these changes, however if you feel that these changes could affect your current status in the exemption program, please contact our office at (360) 867-2200. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page 2016 Revaluation Notices Reveal
New Property Values for 2017 Taxes Your 2016 assessment notices will be mailed on Friday, May 27. This will mark the 5th year in a row that assessment notices have been mailed on time. This will allow taxpayers to see their new assessed values much closer to the January 1, 2016 assessment date, reducing confusion between the assessed value
and the effects of recent market activity. Two remedies' exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our office to review your concern with our skilled staff during the appeal period. Click here to read more... My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly
resolving valid concerns about your property value within the 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of July 26, 2016, your second remedy is to file an appeal with the Board of Equalization. Market analysis by appraisers within the Assessor's Office indicates the overall real estate market began improving
during 2012 and continued to improve throughout 2016. This improvement in the market is reflected in most of the assessment notices that will arrive in mailboxes this weekend or early next week. The new assessment notices will identify value assessments as of January 1, 2016 for taxes to be billed in 2017. The 2016 assessment notices continue to
include three years of values to offer a better understanding of how the current and past market has affected property values. The 2016 assessed value of real property countywide is $28.739 billion, reflecting an overall increase of $2.072 billion. This change in value includes $145 million in New Construction added to the 2016 assessment roll so far.
The total value of New Construction for 2016 will be tabulated in August; assessment notices for New Construction will be mailed by August 26, 2016. During 2015, $326.6 million in New Construction was added to the Thurston County assessment roll. Median values countywide for all residential property types increased 5.85% from January 2015 to
January 2016. During this same time frame, the assessed values increased 5.8%, which excludes new construction. This is the fourth year in the past five that overall countywide residential property values increased. This is also the fourth year that commercial property values increased. The real estate market continues to shows signs of
improvement, in terms of the number of permits issued, overall value increases and the number of sales transactions. The median assessed value for a single family residence as of January 2016 rose to $229,950, up from $216,850 the previous year. These numbers represent a 6.04% increase. Residential Inspections were done in regions 2 and 3.
Region 2 is located in northwest county; this lies north of Highway 101 and outside of Olympia's urban growth areas. Region 3 is located in the north part of the county; predominately north of the urban growth areas of Olympia and Lacey. Both regions include properties with saltwater frontage along Puget Sound. Commercial Properties are
inspected county wide by type of structure. This cycle includes offices, lodging, and warehouse/industrial properties. The reader is reminded that a physical inspection can result in significant value changes due to changes in either physical factors, or use of the property which may be discovered at the time of inspection. Annual Appraisal: Each year
appraisers review and update all assessments, so properties reflect their market value as of January 1. Market value is defined as the price a typical, informed buyer would pay a typical, knowledgeable seller for a property as of a given date with neither party being under pressure to buy or sell. Appraisers analyze property sales to measure trends and
identify factors that influence values and ultimately determine new values for properties in the area. Many forces such as location, size, quality, condition, and age influence property values. In addition, general economic conditions such as interest rates, inflation, construction costs, supply and demand, and changes in zoning, subdivisions, and tax
laws all influence the value of real estate. We continuously monitor and analyze the market throughout the county to stay current with market trends. Each year, market research and analysis is used to ensure new assessed values reflect value changes in the market place. Changes in the market place occurring now will appear in the 2017 assessment
year for property taxes due in 2018. While your property value affects your share of taxes, the actual amount you pay is determined by tax rates based on the budget requests of the schools, cities, county, fire districts, port, roads, and other taxing districts. Revaluation ensures that the distribution of property taxes is fair and impartial. Countywide
property tax increases or decreases are directly related to the actions of voters and/or taxing district budget requests. Three factors generally influence how much tax is due on a particular property: Assessed value of an individual property Total assessed value of all property in a taxing district, e.g., city, school, port Budget of the taxing district
Taxing districts may ask voters to approve levy lifts, maintenance and operation levies, or other special projects that would raise more revenue through property taxes. When voters in the Olympia School District approve a special school levy that increases taxes, only residents in the Olympia School District will be impacted by that tax increase. For
the past several years, voter-approved levies accounted for approximately 45 percent of the property taxes. The Thurston County Assessor's Office is available to serve customers by phone, in person, and online. The office is open for customers from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday - Friday. Online access is available to assist customers 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. By selecting the Assessor's Parcel Search (A+) system, you can research data on property and land values, building characteristics, and sales. The A+ system also provides a detailed breakdown and explanation of how each residential property value was determined based on its property characteristics. Look for the "Value Report" tab.
This year the A+ system includes all of the sales in your residential neighborhood. Look for the "Sales" tab. Sales that have been used to determine your most recent assessed value is marked "Yes". Also of interest is an ownership history on the A+ system under the "Owner History" tab. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the
page Property Tax Relief increased for Senior Citizens, Disabled Persons and 100% Disabled Veterans After pursuing expansion of this program for several years, the Legislature passed SB5186 in June of 2015, which increases household income thresholds by $5,000 in each section of this program. This link takes you to our updated Taxpayer
Information Bulletin which reflects these recent changes. Click here to read more... "For several years now, seniors and disabled persons have experienced reduced benefit from these programs as household income has increased and the thresholds have fallen out of date. Now, with the recent changes a new wave of seniors and disabled persons will
qualify or see increased tax relief." NOTE: If you are a current program participant qualifying under one of the three levels of exemption, it is not necessary for you to do anything. In order to ensure your 2016 taxes reflect this recent increase in property tax relief, our office will move all participants currently in category C to category B and we will
move all participants currently in category B to category A. When you receive your 2016 tax statement next February, these changes will be reflected. If your income is between $35,001 and $40,000, please follow the link above to determine if you now qualify for this program. For questions regarding how to apply for this program, please contact our
office and ask for our Senior/Disabled program specialist Daniel Janiga (360) 867-2200. Top of the page 2015 Revaluation Notices Reveal New Property Values for 2016 Taxes Your 2015 assessment notices will be mailed on Friday, May 29. This will mark the 4th year in a row that assessment notices have been mailed on time. This will allow taxpayers
to see their new assessed values much closer to the January 1, 2015 assessment date, reducing confusion between the assessed value and the effects of recent market activity. Two remedies' exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our office to review your concern with our
skilled staff during the appeal period. Click here to read more... My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly resolving valid concerns about your property value within the 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of July 28, 2015, your second remedy is to file an appeal with the
Board of Equalization. Market analysis by appraisers within the Assessor's Office indicates the overall real estate market began improving during 2012 and continued to improve throughout 2015. This improvement in the market is reflected in most of the assessment notices that will arrive in mailboxes this weekend or early next week. The new
assessment notices will identify value assessments as of January 1, 2015 for taxes to be billed in 2016. The 2015 assessment notices continue to include three years of values to offer a better understanding of how the current and past market has affected property values. The 2015 assessed value of real property countywide is $26.667 billion,
reflecting an overall increase of $1.104 billion. This change in value includes $ 161 million in New Construction added to the 2015 assessment roll so far. The total value of New Construction for 2015 will be tabulated in August; assessment notices for New Construction will be mailed by August 28, 2015. During 2014, $297 million in New
Construction was added to the Thurston County assessment roll. Median values countywide for residential property types increased 3.23% from January 2014 to January 2015. During the previous year, assessed values increased 4.32%, including new construction. This is the third year in the past five that overall countywide residential property values
increased. This is also the third year that commercial property values increased, but at a more modest rate. The real estate market continues to shows signs of improvement, in terms of the number of permits issued, overall value increases and the number of sales transactions. The median assessed value for a single family residence as of January
2015 rose to $ 216,850, up from $210,200 the previous year. These numbers represent a 3.2 % increase. Residential properties located in the western portion of the county south of Highway 101 to the Lewis County line received their required six-year physical inspection. This includes the cities of Rochester, Grand Mound, Tenino, and Bucoda. Their
new values represent changes in property characteristics that were updated during the inspection. Commercial properties inspected include apartments, exempt properties, and all commercial properties in Rochester, Ground Mound, Tenino, and Bucoda. A physical inspection can result in significant value changes, depending on changes in property
characteristics that are found at the time of the inspection. The reader is reminded that not all properties increase at the same rate. For example, this recovery saw an upsurge in the number of properties sold and in their price for Salt Water neighborhoods. In particular, those properties which are valued more than $750,000 exhibited a strong
resurgence over approximately the last 18 months, accounting for over 40% of the sales in that region. Annual Appraisal: Each year appraisers review and update all assessments, so properties reflect their market value as of January 1. Market value is defined as the price a typical, informed buyer would pay a typical, knowledgeable seller for a
property as of a given date with neither party being under pressure to buy or sell. Appraisers analyze property sales to measure trends and identify factors that influence values and ultimately determine new values for properties in the area. Many forces such as location, size, quality, condition, and age influence property values. In addition, general
economic conditions such as interest rates, inflation, construction costs, supply and demand, and changes in zoning, subdivisions, and tax laws all influence the value of real estate. We continuously monitor and analyze the market throughout the county to stay current with market trends. Each year, market research and analysis is used to ensure new
assessed values reflect value changes in the market place. Changes in the market place occurring now will appear in the 2016 assessment year for property taxes due in 2017. While your property value affects your share of taxes, the actual amount you pay is determined by tax rates based on the budget requests of the schools, cities, county, fire
districts, port, roads, and other taxing districts. Revaluation ensures that the distribution of property taxes is fair and impartial. Countywide property tax increases or decreases are directly related to the actions of voters and/or taxing district budget requests. Three factors generally influence how much tax is due on a particular property: Assessed
value of an individual property Total assessed value of all property in a taxing district, e.g., city, school, port Budget of the taxing district Taxing districts may ask voters to approve levy lifts, maintenance and operation levies, or other special projects that would raise more revenue through property taxes. When voters in the Olympia School District
approve a special school levy that increases taxes, only residents in the Olympia School District will be impacted by that tax increase. For the past several years, voter-approved levies accounted for approximately 45 percent of the property taxes. The Thurston County Assessor's Office is available to serve customers by phone, in person, and online.
The office is open for customers from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday - Friday. Online access is available to assist customers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. By selecting the Assessor's Parcel Search (A+) system, you can research data on property and land values, building characteristics, and sales. The A+ system also provides a detailed breakdown and
explanation of how each residential property value was determined based on its property characteristics. Look for the "Value Report" tab. This year the A+ system includes all of the sales in your residential neighborhood. Look for the "Sales" tab. Sales that have been used to determine your most recent assessed value is marked "Yes". Also of interest
is an ownership history on the A+ system under the "Owner History" tab. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page 2014 Revaluation Notices Reveal New Property Values for 2015 Taxes Your 2014 assessment notices will be mailed on Friday, May 30. This will mark the 3rd year in a row that assessment notices have been



mailed on time. This will allow taxpayers to see their new assessed values much closer to the January 1, 2014 assessment date, reducing confusion between the assessed value and the effects of recent market activity. Two remedies' exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our
office to review your concern with our skilled staff during the appeal period. Click here to read more... My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly resolving valid concerns about your property value within the 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of July 29, 2014, your
second remedy is to file an appeal with the Board of Equalization. Market analysis by appraisers within the Assessor's Office indicates the overall real estate market began improving during 2012 and continued to improve throughout 2014. This improvement in the market is reflected in most of the assessment notices that will arrive in mailboxes this
weekend or early next week. The new assessment notices will identify value assessments as of January 1, 2014 for taxes to be billed in 2015. The 2014 assessment notices continue to include three years of values to offer a better understanding of how the current and past market has affected property values. The 2014 assessed value of real property
countywide is $25.561 billion, reflects an overall increase of $1.439 billion. This change in value includes $164 million in New Construction added to the 2014 assessment roll so far. The total value of New Construction for 2014 will be tabulated in August; assessment notices for New Construction will be mailed on August 29, 2014. During 2013, $301
million in New Construction was added to the Thurston County assessment roll. Median values countywide for residential property types increased 6.36% from January 2013 to January 2014. During the previous year, assessed values increased 4.73%. This is the second year in the past five that overall countywide residential property values increased.
This is also the second year that commercial property values increased, but at a more modest rate. The real estate market shows signs of improvement, in terms of the number of permits issued, overall value increases and the number of sales transactions. The median assessed value for a single family residence as of January 2014 rose to $210,200, up
from $195,200 the previous year. These numbers represent a 7.7% increase. Residential properties located in the Lake St.Clair and Yelm areas received their required six-year physical inspection. Their new values represent changes in property characteristics that were updated during the inspection. Commercial properties inspected include
manufactured home parks and other miscellaneous property types. A physical inspection can result in significant value changes, depending on changes in property characteristics that are found at the time of the inspection. Annual Appraisal: Each year appraisers review and update all assessments, so properties reflect their market value as of January
1. Market value is defined as the price a typical, informed buyer would pay a typical, knowledgeable seller for a property as of a given date with neither party being under pressure to buy or sell. Appraisers analyze property sales to measure trends and identify factors that influence values and ultimately determine new values for properties in the
area. Many forces such as location, size, quality, condition, and age influence property values. In addition, general economic conditions such as interest rates, inflation, construction costs, supply and demand, and changes in zoning, subdivisions, and tax laws all influence the value of real estate. We continuously monitor and analyze the market
throughout the county to stay current with market trends. Each year, market research and analysis is used to ensure new assessed values reflect value changes in the market place. Changes in the market place occurring now will appear in the 2015 assessment year for property taxes due in 2016. While your property value affects your share of taxes,
the actual amount you pay is determined by tax rates based on the budget requests of the schools, cities, county, fire districts, port, roads, and other taxing districts. Revaluation ensures that the distribution of property taxes is fair and impartial. Countywide property tax increases or decreases are directly related to the actions of voters and/or taxing
district budget requests. Three factors generally influence how much tax is due on a particular property: Assessed value of an individual property Total assessed value of all property in a taxing district, e.g., city, school, port Budget of the taxing district Taxing districts may ask voters to approve levy lifts, maintenance and operation levies, or other
special projects that would raise more revenue through property taxes. When voters in the Olympia School District approve a special school levy that increases taxes, only residents in the Olympia School District will be impacted by that tax increase. For the past several years, voter-approved levies accounted for approximately 44 percent of the
property taxes. The Thurston County Assessor's Office is available to serve customers by phone, in person, and online. The office is open for customers from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday - Friday. Online access is available to assist customers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. By selecting the Assessor's Parcel Search (A+) system, you can research data on
property and land values, building characteristics, and sales. The A+ system also provides a detailed breakdown and explanation of how each residential property value was determined based on its property characteristics. Look for the "Value Report" tab. This year the A+ system includes all of the sales in your residential neighborhood. Look for the
"Sales" tab. Sales that have been used to determine your most recent assessed value are marked "Yes". Also of interest is an ownership history on the A+ system under the "Owner History" tab. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page April 2014 Our office is honored to have earned the highest award offered by the
International Association Of Assessing Officers. This award serves as validation for the progress and hard work my staff have accomplished over the past 3 years and 4 months. Earning this award follows a detailed and rigorous review of nearly everything we do to assure that best practices are being followed. Of note is that Thurston County is only
the third jurisdiction West of the Rocky Mountains to have EVER received this award. Click here to read more... Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page Spring 2014 New Website Improvements Over the past three years I have made increased transparency a top priority. In part, we have achieved this by substantially
increasing the scope of information the public can easily obtain on this website. We began by adding a link to a comprehensive cost valuation report for every residential parcel. We have posted all sales and property characteristics to the website. Next we added complete USPAP reports for both residential and commercial properties and expanded
the search and research instructions, in order to facilitate taxpayer research. Click here to read more... After several years of related work we have now expanded the A+ parcel search function to include a "curbside" photo of over 65,000 residential properties and the ability to search by name. By the end of 2014 we should have curbside photos for
the lion's share of the remaining residential properties throughout the county. In the past you were required to know the address or the parcel number to locate Assessor data for a given parcel. Now you will also be able to initiate a search with only the taxpayer's name. In addition, when attempting to look into the accuracy or your assessed value,
you will be able to open a photo of comparable properties in addition to reviewing each property's characteristics. Budget Cuts and Customer Service In addition to deep cuts and reductions in staff which occurred several years ago, County Commissioners imposed a substantial cut in our 2014 budget. Immediately upon first taking office in January of
2011 I reorganized the entire office eliminating two management positions and restoring several positions, which had previously been reduced to part time, back to full time. This was accomplished within our existing budget and enabled us to restore 8-5 M-F office hours and improve customer service. This year, even as our State mandated work
increases along with improvement in the housing market, commissioners imposed a 5% reduction in our budget. To accommodate this reduction, I eliminated one of three remaining management positions and again reorganized the office, creating a structure more lean than any other office or county department and reduced our total FTE to 29. With
this new structure we are guardedly optimistic that we can still produce high quality results within the timelines required by law. In addition we remain committed to retaining 8-5 office hours M-F and to responding promptly and meaningfully to all customer service inquiries. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page
Revaluation Notices Mailed May 31, 2013 Revaluation Notices were mailed on time for the second year in a row. In past years, these notices were often mailed 3 to 4 months late impacting both property owners and taxing districts. Over the past year, we have also made more information available on line in our continuing effort to provide greater
transparency. Click here to read more... For most property owners the assessed values as of January 1, 2013 reflect an increase over the prior year. In fact, for most, this is the first increase in value since 2008 and indicates values are beginning to recover across Thurston County. All properties in Thurston County are inspected at least once every six
years. This year our office inspected over 2,163 commercial and 24,503 residential properties for the purpose of updating our records. During the inspection, our appraisers verify land characteristics (wetlands, topography, view, etc.) and building characteristics (size, condition, etc.) A great deal of care and analysis has been invested to assure that
each property is fairly and equitably valued. As careful as we are, we recognize that on occasion, a review of characteristics and property value is in order. Two remedies' exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our office to review your concern with our skilled staff during the
appeal period. My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly resolving valid concerns about your property value within the 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of July 30, 2013, your second remedy is to file an appeal with the Board of Equalization. We continue to make
changes and improvements aimed at improving transparency, improving customer service and provide a better experience for those dealing with our office. Improvements we have made include: Making Cost Valuation Reports and property characteristics available on this website. New this year, we have added information about all sales in your
neighborhood area. Posting a complete copy of our characteristics and conditions manual for reference. Extending the appeal period from 30 - 60 days. Restoring our permanent office hours to 8:00am to 5:00pm (including the lunch hour) Monday through Friday. Adding phone lines and realigning staff to assure calls are routed to the proper
professional for prompt action. Revised the revaluation card for greater clarity and comparison with values in prior years. NOTE: Follow this link for a Quick Reference Guide intended to aid taxpayers in using tools on this website to research and verify property values. Our goal is to continually improve taxpayers' ability to research and verify their
property's assessed value from home. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page Assessor's Office Mid Term Report (Posted Spring 2013) As a candidate for Thurston County Assessor, I spoke about restoring customer service as the foundation for policies and practices in the office, eliminating the three year backlog in
appeals, and creating a more positive and respectful work environment for Assessor staff. I took office on 1/1/2011. Now at the 2 year mark, we have turned the corner, in so many ways, that I wanted to detail just what my excellent staff, managers and I have achieved. Click here to read more... 1. We restored office hours for the public to 8-5 M-F
year round. We did this at no extra cost by shifting our (willing) staff to a 4-10 work schedule.2. We restructured the office, eliminating a major management position and using the savings to add a field position and to restore 5 positions to full time, which had been reduced when major budget cuts had occurred in 2009. 3. We increased the staff
continuing education budget to support our highly skilled staffs desire to gain and utilize the very latest technology, knowledge and techniques. When it came time to replace aging laptops used by our field personnel, we replaced them with new Samsung tablets and invested in upgrades/enhancements to our appraisal software resulting in greater
efficiency and lower capital costs. 4. In early 2011, we reassigned several employees and applied managers to the backlog of appeals. We began reviewing all appeals in the backlog and all new appeals first to identify those which could be and should be resolved immediately. 5. We sent out cost valuation reports immediately to all appellants in the
backlog and for the first time in many years we send out cost valuation reports within 30 days of the request and have also made these available on our website. 6. We changed a key policy to be sure that when values are adjusted by the BOE or at the State board of Appeals (if appealed), that changes are reflected which carry the changed value
forward to future years (subject only to normal inflation or deflation). For many, this eliminated the past need to file an appeal every year for the same result. 7. We requested authorization from the County Board of Commissioners to extend the period for filing appeals from 30 days to 60 days following when revaluation notices are mailed. This
extension was granted and we use this time to dialogue with taxpayers, reinspect their property when needed, and make adjustments in values when appropriate. We added phone lines to help assure that our customers would reach a live person ready to hear their concern and facilitate a review. 8. We have made much more information available
through our website including annual Revaluation Reports and an expanded searchable database which reflects All Sales in your appraisal neighborhood. 9. Upon noting that the Assessor in Thurston County had been sending revaluation notices out several months late for over 18 years, I contacted Department of Revenue and received support for a
plan to "get current" in 2012. Revaluation notices were mailed out on time this June 1st, 2012, for the first time since Ann Clifton was Assessor. All of these changes were done within our existing budget. The entire backlog in appeals has been eliminated and the number of appeal responses and hearings required, has been reduced by over 50%
between 2011 and 2012 appeals. Virtually every employee in my office contributed in some way in this huge achievement. Along the way, I came across over $10,000 that was sitting in an unused bulk mail account and returned it to the County General Fund. I also changed the policy of buying new cars for the Assessor's fleet. What we do now is
acquire used cars from other county fleets when they are surplussed. This change saves the county between $20,000 and $30,000 a year. In the 2012 legislative session, the legislature passed a Business Personal Property Amnesty law that offered one time amnesty if authorized by the County Commission. We immediately sought and received their
authorization and commenced carrying out the program with the strict deadlines contained in the legislation. It was my view from the moment this law was signed, that we needed to do everything we could to afford the businesses of Thurston County this opportunity to get current without the usual penalties and interest otherwise required by law for
delinquent tax liability. Though this program came with mailing, printing and staffing expenses, we administered the entire program within our existing budget. We have accomplished much over the past 2 years, but what I am most proud of are the employees and managers I have the pleasure of working with every day, as we seek to serve the
people of Thurston County with respect, impartiality and a continual focus on equity. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page Tax Statement Notification (Posted Feb 2013) To our valued customers: Tax statements should reach taxpayers this year, on about February 13th. Even though the value of most properties
continued to decline in 2012, for many a combination of factors will produce an increase in your tax liability. Particularly in these difficult times, it is understandable that many taxpayers have questions as they review their tax statements. We in the Assessor’s office continue to work collaboratively with your County Treasurer, Shawn Myers and her
staff in order to provide taxpayers improved access to meaningful information about how each taxpayers taxes have been calculated. With this in mind, we have made some additional changes to both web sites and added what we hope will be helpful content. Click here to read more... It is important to remember that questions about how your taxes
were calculated, or regarding how to pay your taxes should be directed to the Treasurer’s Office. Your Treasurer, Shawn Myers provides great information on the Treasurer web site or her customer service staff can be reached by phone at (360) 786-5550. Questions about your assessed value or eligibility in tax exemption programs should be directed
to the Assessor’s Office. Our customer service staff is available from 8AM to 5PM five days a week in person or by phone at (360) 867-2200. First, however, my hope is that you will review some or all of the following information: To review our 2013 Levies and Property Tax Fact Sheet including detailed answers to frequently asked questions please:
click here To access your specific property taxes for 2013: click here To view the Property Tax Flow Chart: click here For greater detail about how your property taxes are determined: click here To see a breakdown of property taxes by taxing district: click here It is my sincere hope that this brief explanation and the linked to reference tools will
resolve any questions you may have upon receipt of this year’s tax statement. Should this not be the case, the staffs of both the Treasurer’s office and my office look forward to serving you. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page County Offers Amnesty Program for Business Personal Property Taxes (Posted April 2012)
Over the past few weeks, the State Legislature passed SHB 2149 which has been signed into law by the Governor and authorized here in Thurston County by Commissioners at their 4/10/12 meeting. In Washington State, Businesses are required to report all business property to the County Assessor for purpose of calculating its actual cash value or
market value which is then used to calculate the businesses personal property tax. Businesses who fail to report this property are subject to a 25% penalty and interest. Click here to read more... 25% Penalty and Interest to be waived for those businesses who respond and pay within the prescribed dates. On or before July 1, 2012, the taxpayer files
with the assessor: A correct list and statement of the taxable personal property required to be listed under state law, and A completed application for penalty waiver in the form and manner prescribed by the Assessor Full payment of the tax must be made to the county on or before September 1, 2012, to include the entire balance due on all tax
liabilities for which a penalty waiver is requested. Taxpayer receiving penalty relief may not seek a refund or otherwise challenge the amount of tax liability. Personal property listed by the taxpayer is subject to verification by the assessor and any unreported or misreported property remains subject to taxes, penalties, and interest. STAY TUNED and
check our home page for the application form which is in development now. My staff is working hard to solve the challenges this new program presents. We will post an application form in the next few days and will be mailing out over 20,000 notice cards in the near future. It is my hope that good job producing businesses make use of this ONE TIME
opportunity in order to come into compliance with respect to Business Personal Property tax law and in doing so, save the 25% penalty and interest that would otherwise be owed. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page Tax Statement Notification (Posted Feb 2012) To our valued customers: Tax statements should reach
taxpayers this year, on about February 13th. Even though the value of most properties continued to decline in 2011, for many a combination of factors will produce an increase in your tax liability. Particularly in these difficult times, it is understandable that many taxpayers have questions as they review their tax statements. We in the Assessor's office
continue to work collaboratively with your County Treasurer, Shawn Myers and her staff in order to provide taxpayers improved access to meaningful information about how each taxpayers taxes have been calculated. With this in mind, we have made some additional changes to both web sites and added what we hope will be helpful content. Click
here to read more... It is important to remember that questions about how your taxes were calculated, or regarding how to pay your taxes should be directed to the Treasurer's Office. Your Treasurer, Shawn Myers provides great information on the Treasurer web site or her customer service staff can be reached by phone at (360) 786-5550. Questions
about your assessed value or eligibility in tax exemption programs should be directed to the Assessor's Office. Our customer service staff is available from 8AM to 5PM five days a week in person or by phone at (360) 867-2200. First, however, my hope is that you will review some or all of the following information: To review our 2012 Levies and
Property Tax Fact Sheet including detailed answers to frequently asked questions please: click here To access your specific property taxes for 2012: click here To view the Property Tax Flow Chart: click here For greater detail about how your property taxes are determined: click here To see a breakdown of property taxes by taxing district: click here
It is my sincere hope that this brief explanation and the linked to reference tools will resolve any questions you may have upon receipt of this year's tax statement. Should this not be the case, the staffs of both the Treasurer's office and my office look forward to serving you. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page
Revaluation Information (Posted Fall 2011) All properties in Thurston County are inspected every 6 years. This year our office inspected over 1,500 commercial and 16,000 residential properties in order to verify and update condition and quality and to identify new structures and improvements. A great deal of care and analysis has been invested to
assure that each property is fairly and equitably valued. Still, we recognize that in some instance a reexamination of a given property value is in order. Click here to read more... Two remedies' exist for property owners who have a concern about the accuracy of their assessed values. The first is to contact our office to review your concern with our
skilled staff during the appeal period. My entire staff is motivated to have productive dialogue aimed at rapidly resolving valid concerns about your property value within the newly extended 60-day appeal period. If your concern cannot be resolved prior to the appeal deadline of November 15, 2011, your second remedy is to file an appeal with the
Board of Equalization. We have made some significant changes since the first of the year aimed at improving transparency, improving customer service and to provide a longer more productive period to achieve immediate resolution of taxpayer concerns. These changes include: Making Cost Valuation Reports and property characteristics available on
this website. Posting a complete copy of our characteristics and conditions manual for reference.(22MB) Extending the appeal period from 30 - 60 days. Restoring our permanent office hours to 8:00am to 5:00pm (including the lunch hour) Monday through Friday. Adding phone lines and realigning staff to assure calls are routed to the proper
professional for prompt action. Revised the revaluation card for greater clarity and comparison with values in prior years. NOTE:Follow this link for a Quick Reference Guide intended to aid taxpayers in using tools on this website to research and verify property values. By next June (when revaluation notices will go out next year), we intend to add
photographs for all properties to our website. Our goal is to continually improve taxpayers' ability to research and verify their properties assessed value from home. Top of the page Tax Statement Notification (Posted Feb 2011) To our valued customers: Since taking office on January first, staff from my office and I have been working collaboratively
with your County Treasurer, Shawn Myers and her staff in order to provide taxpayers improved access to meaningful information about how each taxpayer's taxes have been calculated. With this in mind, we have made some changes to both web sites and added what we hope will be helpful content. Click here to read more... By February 15th
taxpayers should be receiving their 2011 property tax statements from the Thurston County Treasurers Office. Each year the Assessors office calculates a value for your property as of January 1st and those values are used to determine your share of the following year's taxes. In Thurston County the total property taxes to be collected in 2011 have
increased by approximately $10 million over 2010. The taxes owed in connection with individual properties will vary based upon which taxing district a property is located within. This factor combined with the increase or decrease in a specific property's value causes the taxes for each individual property to rise or fall. A common misconception is that
declining property values will always generate a reduction in individual property taxes. For a summary of 2010 assessed values and 2011 levies: click here. The following link will take you to a property tax flow chart. For greater detail about how your property taxes are determined: click here. Again, it is our hope that this brief explanation together
with the linked to information will resolve any questions which may arise as you review your 2011 property tax statement. In general, you should direct further inquiries about how your taxes were calculated, or regarding how to pay your taxes, to the Treasurer's office and any questions about the value of your property, to the Assessors office. My
staff and I look forward to serving you, whenever the need arises. Sincerely, Steven J. Drew Thurston County Assessor Top of the page
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