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edit descriptions of this character I read this book so quickly and then got busy living life that I had to go back and look at my book club discussion notes to remember my thoughts on it. In any case, I enjoyed it. Some of my thoughts are below.The first part of the story was hard to follow and read through. Once we started to meet the characters and discovered their interest in solving a crime, it got good pretty fast. This story is told by a narrator, an unnamed character in the story and through newspaper articles. In rare form, I think this really worked for this
story. I wouldn’t have minded if there had been more firsthand accounts from the witnesses, though. The character of Dupin is a precursor to the likes of Sherlock Holmes, but I think he has less personality. Still, it was fun to watch him explain his level of logic.The description of the crime scene was quite vivid in my mind. I could see the large strangle marks around the neck and still squinch my face each time I see the body hanging out of the chimney. It was a bit much at times, but then I remember that I'm reading Poe and keep going. Poe has a way of
bringing out the darkness in a place, time, character, or subject matter while making that darkness feel natural. I think he was the first author to really capitalize on the fact that sometimes people do or think dark things, not because they are evil (without denying evil may exist), but because it’s part of being human.Good read for fans of dark fiction, mystery and crime stories, and of course, Edgar Allan Poe. “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1841. It is considered the first detective fiction story ever written
and introduces the character C. Auguste Dupin, who would later appear in two other stories. The plot is intricate and involves a combination of mystery, horror, and the application of rational thinking to solve a seemingly impossible crime. The story is set in Paris in the early 19th century, focusing on a brutal double murder in the Rue Morgue, a fictional street. The narrator, whose name is never given, meets C. Auguste Dupin in Paris, and they become close friends due to their shared interest in analysis and enigmas. Dupin is portrayed as a highly analytical
and observant individual, with a unique ability to understand the human mind and to deduce truths from seemingly unrelated facts. The story’s central event is the violent killing of Madame L’Espanaye and her daughter in their apartment on the fourth floor of a building in the Rue Morgue. The authorities are baffled by the evidence, which includes the women’s bodies being found in gruesome conditions—one strangled to death and stuffed up the chimney, the other decapitated and thrown into the courtyard. The apartment is locked from the inside, and there
are several witnesses who heard voices speaking in a foreign language, though they disagree on which language it was. Intrigued by the mystery and the apparent impossibility of the crime, Dupin decides to investigate. The Paris police have arrested a bank clerk named Adolphe Le Bon, who had been the one to take the bank’s money to Madame L’Espanaye and was the last known person to see them alive, but Dupin believes him to be innocent. Dupin examines the crime scene, notices clues overlooked by the police, and uses his analytical skills to deduce
what happened. He observes details such as the seemingly inexplicable presence of hair that doesn’t appear human, a ribbon used to strangle one of the victims that could not have been applied with human strength, and the peculiar condition of the room and the bodies. Dupin concludes that the murderer could not have been human. He places an advertisement in the newspaper asking if anyone has lost an “Ourang-Outang.” A sailor responds, revealing that the animal had escaped from his possession. The sailor recounts how the Ourang-Outang, wielding a
razor, had killed the women in a frenzy after trying to mimic the act of shaving, as it had seen the sailor do. The voices heard by the neighbors were the animal’s grunts and the sailor’s shouts in various languages trying to stop the creature. The sailor and the animal had fled the scene, leaving behind the locked room mystery. Finally, Dupin explains his deductions to the police, leading to the release of Le Bon. The story concludes with Dupin’s demonstration of the power of analytical reasoning and the resolution of a case that had seemed utterly beyond
human comprehension. Dupin is the protagonist and the quintessential detective, a precursor to later figures like Sherlock Holmes. Highly intelligent and with a keen eye for detail, he uses his deductive reasoning skills to solve a crime that baffles the police. Dupin is portrayed as calm, analytical, and somewhat aloof, embodying the ideal of the armchair detective who can unravel mysteries through thought and observation rather than action. His ability to step into the minds of others, including the criminal, and to understand the deeper truths of a situation,
is central to his character. The narrator, whose name is never revealed, serves as Dupin’s friend and confidant, and through his eyes, we experience the story. He is fascinated by Dupin’s intellect and methods and acts as a conduit between Dupin and the reader, explaining Dupin’s thoughts and actions. The narrator’s admiration for Dupin mirrors the audience’s amazement at the detective’s analytical abilities. He plays a passive role in the investigation, primarily observing and reporting on events. Madame L’Espanaye and her daughter are the victims of the
brutal murders that set the story’s plot in motion. They are largely characterised by their roles in the mystery— as the unfortunate subjects of a violent crime. Little is revealed about their personalities or lives, except for the circumstances of their deaths and their financial dealings before the murder, which initially lead the police to suspect robbery as a motive. The sailor is a crucial secondary character who provides the final piece of the puzzle. His account of how the Ourang-Outang came into his possession and subsequently committed the murders
unwittingly solves the mystery. He is depicted as remorseful and scared, concerned more about the repercussions of his actions (or inactions) that led to the tragedy than about his own welfare. His character introduces the theme of unintended consequences, showing how actions taken without malice can still result in horror. Though not a human character, the Ourang-Outang plays a pivotal role in the story. It is the actual perpetrator of the murders, acting not out of malice but rather mimicking behaviors it observed, specifically shaving, which leads to the
tragic events. The Ourang-Outang embodies the themes of misinterpretation and the unpredictable nature of violence. Its actions, driven by curiosity and imitation, contrast with human actions driven by reason, underscoring the story’s exploration of reason versus instinct. The Paris police represent the conventional approach to crime solving, which is depicted as ineffectual compared to Dupin’s analytical method. They are quick to arrest Adolphe Le Bon, the bank clerk, based on circumstantial evidence, showcasing their reliance on assumptions and the
pressure to find a culprit. Their failure to solve the case highlights the story’s critique of traditional investigative methods and serves to elevate Dupin’s superior deductive reasoning. One of the most prominent themes in the story is the celebration of analytical reasoning and intellectual prowess. C. Auguste Dupin serves as Poe’s embodiment of the ultimate analytical mind, using his exceptional observational skills and deductive reasoning to unravel a mystery that baffles the police and the public alike. Through Dupin, Poe illustrates the power of the human
intellect to penetrate the surface of appearances and reach the underlying truth of a situation. This theme is not just a testament to the capabilities of the mind but also subtly comments on the limitations of conventional thinking and the methodologies employed by the police. Dupin’s success where others fail highlights the need for a deeper, more nuanced approach to problem-solving, suggesting that true understanding requires creativity, insight, and an ability to think outside the conventional bounds of logic. Poe’s narrative also delves into the theme of
the elusive nature of truth and justice, reflecting on how appearances can be deceiving and the truth can be far more complex than it seems. The initial investigation into the murders is marred by confusion, contradictions, and the incompetence of the police, leading to the wrongful arrest of an innocent man. This situation underscores the difficulty of achieving justice in a world where evidence can be misleading and witnesses unreliable. Dupin’s intervention becomes a quest not just for the truth behind the murders but also for justice in a broader sense—
correcting the mistakes of the legal system and ensuring that innocence is recognized and protected. This theme resonates with the reader’s sense of fairness and the understanding that truth is often buried under layers of misconception, requiring discernment and wisdom to uncover. Finally, the story explores the duality of the human condition through its depiction of reason versus instinct, civilization versus savagery, and the human versus the animalistic. The juxtaposition of the rational, analytical Dupin against the primal violence of the Ourang-Outang
serves as a metaphor for the dual nature of humanity. This duality suggests that beneath the veneer of civilization and rationality, there exists a primal, instinctual nature that can surface under certain circumstances. Furthermore, the misunderstanding of the animal’s actions as those of a human murderer reflects the fear and suspicion with which society regards its own darker aspects. Through this theme, Poe invites readers to reflect on the complexity of human nature and the thin line that separates the civilized from the savage, the rational from the
irrational. “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” is a groundbreaking work that laid the foundation for the detective fiction genre. Edgar Allan Poe masterfully combines elements of mystery, horror, and logical deduction to craft a story that is both captivating and intellectually stimulating. The introduction of C. Auguste Dupin as the archetypal detective, using his acute observational skills and analytical mind to solve a crime that baffles the police, has influenced countless detective stories that followed. ".. Rue Morgue" is a short story by Edgar Allan Po... “The
Murders in the Rue Morgue” (1841), is the first detective story written by Edgar Allan Poe and is considered to be the first-ever story of the detective genre, In this fictional short-story, the Paris Police Chief (the Prefect) asks Poe’s Detective C. Auguste Dupin to solve the violent murder of a mother and daughter. Dupin first explains ratiocination and how he might apply it to solving crimes. The tale opens with Dupin proclaiming, “The mental features discoursed as the analytical are, in themselves, but little susceptible of analysis.” He regards the unraveling of
mysteries as one of the most rewarding challenges of life, stating: As the strong man exults in his physical ability, delighting in such exercises as calling his muscles into action, so glories the analyst in that moral activity that disentangles. He derives pleasures from even the most trivial occupations bringing his talent into play. He is fond of enigmas, of conundrums, of hieroglyphics; exhibiting in his solutions of each a degree of acumen which appears to the ordinary apprehension preeternatural. His results have...the whole air of intuition. In the passage above
and throughout his narrative, Poe speaks through an authoritative narrator’s voice. He employs his investigative skills to perform a civic or moral duty. He shows readers that a non-professional observer can be successful in untangling even the most puzzling mystery. Dupin does not believe in the traditional analytical methods of professional scientist’s or the police. He compares solving a crime to solving a cipher or gambling with cards or chess. He introduces a playful analysis to solving a crime—no matter how gruesome the act may have been. To solve
difficult puzzles, he suggests that an analyst must use a combination of tools including physical action, intellectual analysis, and intuition. He elaborates: “Analytical power should not be confused with simple ingenuity; for while the analyst is necessarily ingenious, the ingenious man is often remarkably incapable of analysis.” His approach incorporates the ingenious, the fanciful, and the truly imaginative. However, it is also profoundly analytic. Dupin believes that a “disentangler” needs to balance the “Romantic” and “Mechanical” approaches to arrive at the
precise solution in either a crime or a scientific investigation. Dupin states that the Parisian Police often fail because they only analyze cases using circumstantial evidence. The “necessary knowledge” to solve a crime, he counters, is to know “what to observe.” He considers his methods as ingenious; he eliminates all preconceived notions and derives entirely new approaches. Poe’s stories imply that his methods of solving crimes may also be useful to nineteenth-century scientists—who are stuck in useless and outdated theories. The narrator says that he is a
“fancy of a double of Dupin—the creative and the resolvent.” One-half detects the problem and his other half (the narrator) explains the solution. He believes that to know what to observe, he must form a strategy before seeking to understand the clues and solution. However, it is possible that in this relationship the narrator may distort what Dupin is thinking or doing by introducing his own subjective point of view of what he observes. To illustrate his superior powers of observations, Dupin observes fifteen minutes of the movements of his un-named partner,
in “Rue Morgue,” to establish the connections between his actions and thoughts. However, with such demonstrations, Dupin brings more attention to his personal idiosyncrasies than to the relevant case details. The narrator, whose inner thoughts are observed, is amazed. “Tell me, for Heaven’s sake, the method... you have been enabled to fathom my soul.” Dupin responds, “There are few persons who have not, at some period of their lives, amused themselves in retracing the steps by which particular conclusions of their own minds have been attained. The
occupation is often full of interest by the apparently illimitable distance and incoherence between the starting-point and the goal.” The detective suggests that his skills are not abnormal, but based on his ability to focus on his observations. The narrator reinforces his confidence in Dupin’s skills, when he states that, “He could not help acknowledging that he [Dupin] had spoken the truth.” Dupin’s problem-solving goes far beyond creative resolution. He employs many sophisticated skills, including tracking thoughts and actions back to their origins, making
visual and auditory inferences, and reading body and facial signs (phrenology). Carlson observes that Dupin analyzes all, “masters all [including] the associative patterns of his partner’s most private thoughts” (240). Richard Wilbur contends that Poe portrays Dupin as a “godlike genius,” who “possesses the highest and most comprehensive order of mind. He includes in himself all possible lesser minds, and can, therefore, fathom any man—indeed any primate—by mere introspection” (qgtd.in Carlson 62). Dupin’s character suggests that he calculates as
automatically as Maelzel’s “automated” chess machine. Perhaps, though, Poe may also be “duping” the public into believing that a fictional character like Dupin could help to relieve them of their real fears about crime. This argument relates back to Poe’s lack of faith that the advancements of nineteenth-century science could solve the major problems of society. In “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” (1841), the police assume that the murders have been committed by some person associated with the victim. Dupin discards this unproven assumption and
embarks on finding a different solution. Dupin concludes, after questioning all the witnesses, that the murder could not have been committed by the prime suspect, or by any human. After getting the idea from a newspaper story about an escaped orangutan, Dupin makes the imaginative connection that an orangutan may have committed the heinous deed. Kenneth Silverman writes that Poe picked the solution from several articles in American newspapers written in the 1840s that featured stories “concerning razor-wielding apes” (172). Poe’s solution also
played to the public’s fears about the many unexpected dangers lurking in the streets of Paris. Mabbott notes that Walter Scott’s, “Count Robert of Paris” (Tales and Sketches 1831) involved murdering orangutans, and that, “Orangs were popular in America, having been occasionally exhibited since 1831” (523-24). In identifying an ape as a murderer, Poe also enters the popular nineteenth-century discussion of evolution. The ape can also be seen as a metaphor about the barbaric and primitive tendencies of humanity. Perhaps Poe imagined that, if the
evolutionary process could connect men and apes, then apes might have the same tendencies to commit murders of humans. Dupin demonstrated in his first case that he could unravel almost any mystery. In my next Poe and Science column, I will explore one spectacular attempt that Poe made to simultaneously solve a real and fictional crime. Selected Sources Carlson, Eric W. Ed. A Companion to Poe Studies. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1996. Hoffman, Daniel. Poe, Poe, Poe, Poe, Poe, Poe, Poe. New York: Paragon House, 1972. Merriman, John M. Police
Stories: Building the French State, 1815-1851. New York, Oxford University Press, 2006. Web. 15, January 2015. Edgar Allan Poe:. Tales and Sketches, 1831-1849. Ed. Thomas O. Mabbott. Urbana: The University of Illinois Press, 1978. —. The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe Volume XIV: Essays and Miscellaneous. Ed. Harrison, James A. New York: T. Crowell, 1902. Silverman, Kenneth. Edgar Allan Poe: A Biography. New York: HarperCollins, 1991. edit descriptions of this character edit descriptions of this character Illustration by Daniel Vierge of “The
Murders in the Rue Morgue,” 1870 (public domain) Edgar Allan Poe (born 1809 - died 1849) is best known for his poetry and tales of supernatural horror. Who among us hasn’t read poem “The Raven” or encountered a classic horror stories like the “The Tell-Tale Heart” or “The Fall of the House of Usher”? But Poe’s influence was felt far beyond poetry and gothic horror. With “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” he created an entirely new literary genre - the detective story - introducing the world to what are now common elements of detective fiction - a
brilliant, eccentric detective and his admiring sidekick; murder victims discovered in a locked room; the arrest of the wrong person; and an ingenious solution to a seemingly impossible crime. Despite the popularity of “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” Poe wrote just two more detective stories (“The Mystery of Marie Roget,” and “The Purloined Letter”) before his death. But these, and the characters Poe created, inspired many others, including the most famous of all detectives- Sherlock Holmes. Arthur Conan Doyle acknowledged this debt in his first
Sherlock Holmes novel, A Study in Scarlet (1888), when Watson says Holmes “remind(s) me of Edgar Allen Poe’s Dupin.” While Poe has been a continuing source of inspiration to writers of poetry, horror and the supernatural, these genres have many other sources. In contrast, all detective stories and police procedurals have Edgar Allan Poe’s C. Auguste Dupin as their source, and this digital edition is designed to introduce the general public to Poe’s first detective story and its influence on all detection fiction that followed. Annotation of “The Murders in the
Rue Morgue”: “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” Additional Resources: Analysis: Analysis of Part II - Annotations Analysis of Part III - Distant Reading edit descriptions of this character We hope you are enjoying the book so far. To continue reading... The Murders in the Rue Morgue Level 2 Oxford Bookworms Library: Level 2: 700-Word Vocabulary by Edgar Allan Poe Read on the go for free — download Kindle for Android, Kindle for iOS, Kindle for PC, Kindle for Mac and more. Conditions of Use Privacy Notice Legal Notices The Motorsport Images
Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from
1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered Creativity edit descriptions of this character edit descriptions of this character Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” is an extension of his gothic tales as well as the first detective fiction, although the word detective had not been coined yet. This story, along with “The Mystery of Marie Roget” (1843) and “The Purloined Letter” (1845), features the
amateur detective C. Auguste Dupin, whose careful perception often seems intuitive and who serves as the model for Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes, Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot, and other detectives. At a time when the public was becoming concerned with crime and when police were developing strategies for criminal investigation, “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” establishes a particularly urban narrative that imposes itself on the detective’s private quarters. The story depends on narrative unity and also establishes such conventions as the
crime committed in a locked room, the detective’s reliance on keen observation, and the use of a first-person pont of view that is not the detective’s. Edgar Allan Poe/Behance This story begins in the style of an essay but becomes a narrative about the mysterious and gruesome murders of a woman and her daughter. Dupin succeeds in solving the mystery and determining that the murderer is a sailor’s orangutan because Dupin, unlike the police, looks at the crime as extraordinary, sees the murders in relation to larger events and from different angles, and
discovers the hidden pattern. More specifically, he notes peculiarities in witnesses’ accounts, recognizes the brutality and disorder of the crime as inhuman, and pieces together clues such as the extraordinarily large span of the bruises on the victim’s throat as well as nonhuman hair found in the victim’s hand. The orangutan makes literal the metaphor of murder as a bestial act and, as in many of Poe’s tales including “The Black Cat” (1843) and “The Tell Tale Heart” (1843), presents a motiveless murderer. Literary Criticism of Edgar Allan Poe Analysis of
Edgar Allan Poe’s Stories BIBLIOGRAPHY Eco, Umberto, and Thomas A. Sebeok, eds. The Sign of Three: Dupin, Holmes, Peirce. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1983. Levine, Stuart, and Susan Levine, eds. The Short Fiction of Edgar Allan Poe. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1990. Categories: Detective Novels, Literature, Mystery Fiction, Short StoryTags: American Literature, Analysis of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, criticism of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, Edgar Allan Poe, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in
the Rue Morgue, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue criticism, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue essays, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue guide, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue notes, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue plot, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue story, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue structure, essays of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, Gothic Literature, Literary Criticism, notes of Edgar Allan Poe's The
Murders in the Rue Morgue, plot of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, structure of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, summary of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue, themes of Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue Taxationincome tax assessment levied upon individual or corporate incomes. Pathologyautism , developmental disability resulting from a neurological disorder that affects the normal functioning of the brain. BuddhismPure Land Buddhism or Amidism, devotional sect of Mahayana
Buddhism in China and Japan, centering on worship of the Buddha Amitabha. U.S. HistoryBoston Tea Party 1773. Explorers, Travelers, and Conquerors: BiographiesHernan Cortés or Hernando Cortez , 1485-1547, Spanish conquistador , conqueror of Mexico. French and Benelux Physical GeographyPyrenees , Span. Pirineos, Fr. environmentalism surrogate mother education martial arts Barcelona It was tough for us to let go of the genre of "Horror" for "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." After all, Poe is the author of " The Cask of Amontillado " (where
someone gets buried alive) and "The Tell-Tale Heart" (which features a murder victim under the floorboards), and happens to be the master at writing stories to freeze the blood. "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is a good candidate for horror because of the real disgustingness of the murders - a lady's head does falls off. Pretty horrifying. But while all of these details make the murders terrifying to the neighborhood, what puts this story in the genre of mystery is the matter-of-fact way that the story lays out its grossest elements like a checklist. The reader
doesn't have a lot of emotional investment in what's going on. In fact, the only thing that's important is surveying all the clues the story gives us and trying to solve the matter along with genius detective, Dupin. This story is effectively a puzzle, both for its protagonist and its reader, putting it squarely in the genre of "Mystery." edit descriptions of this character Jump to ratings and reviews".. Rue Morgue" is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe first published in "Graham's Magazine" in 1841. It has been recognized as the first modern detective story; Poe referred
to it as one of his tales of "ratiocination," his concept of analyzing a fictional crime to find the resolution. Brand new idea in its day.Poe's amateur detective, C. Auguste Dupin, takes an interest in the murder in Paris of two women. It was terribly brutal but difficult to categorize; there appeared to be no robbery or sexual assault, no obvious reason for the crimes. The newspapers carried sensational headlines. Dupin gets involved because the man arrested for the crimes, Monsieur Le Bon, had previously done him a favour. It becomes a challenge to Dupin.Get
set for a step back in the history of detective fiction that leaves the impression that it was written just a short while ago.Librarian's note: this entry is for the story "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." It is the first of three in the author's Dupin series. Collections of the series, including those under this title, and other stories by the author, are located elsewhere on Goodreads. Each of the Dupin stories can be found by searching Goodreads for "a C. Auguste Dupin Short Story."GenresMysteryShort StoriesFictionHorrorCrimeClassicsGothic 935 people are
currently reading20032 people want to readThe name Poe brings to mind images of murderers and madmen, premature burials, and mysterious women who return from the dead. His works have been in print since 1827 and include such literary classics as The Tell-Tale Heart, The Raven, and The Fall of the House of Usher. This versatile writer’s oeuvre includes short stories, poetry, a novel, a textbook, a book of scientific theory, and hundreds of essays and book reviews. He is widely acknowledged as the inventor of the modern detective story and an
innovator in the science fiction genre, but he made his living as America’s first great literary critic and theoretician. Poe’s reputation today rests primarily on his tales of terror as well as on his haunting lyric poetry.Just as the bizarre characters in Poe’s stories have captured the public imagination so too has Poe himself. He is seen as a morbid, mysterious figure lurking in the shadows of moonlit cemeteries or crumbling castles. This is the Poe of legend. But much of what we know about Poe is wrong, the product of a biography written by one of his enemies in
an attempt to defame the author’s name.The real Poe was born to traveling actors in Boston on January 19, 1809. Edgar was the second of three children. His other brother William Henry Leonard Poe would also become a poet before his early death, and Poe’s sister Rosalie Poe would grow up to teach penmanship at a Richmond girls’ school. Within three years of Poe’s birth both of his parents had died, and he was taken in by the wealthy tobacco merchant John Allan and his wife Frances Valentine Allan in Richmond, Virginia while Poe’s siblings went to live
with other families. Mr. Allan would rear Poe to be a businessman and a Virginia gentleman, but Poe had dreams of being a writer in emulation of his childhood hero the British poet Lord Byron. Early poetic verses found written in a young Poe’s handwriting on the backs of Allan’s ledger sheets reveal how little interest Poe had in the tobacco business.For more information, please see 1 - 30 of 2,408 reviewsDecember 3, 2024In these first five stories about Edgar Allan Poe's detective Auguste Dupin, he establishes many of the traditions or motifs we know from
classic detective fiction. The eccentric but brilliant detective who solves the mystery merely by analysing the facts from his armchair, the mystery of how a murder was committed in a closed room, laying a false trail with false clues or "red herrings" for the reader to follow are just three of his original tropes, which are now so familiar that they are almost cliches. On its publication, the first story, The Murders in the Rue Morgue, written in 1841, was highly praised for its inventiveness and new style of storytelling. A murder was committed on the fourth floor,
the windows were closed from the inside, the chimney was too narrow for even a cat to get through, so how did the murderer escape? Such a clever conundrum had never before been presented to readers, implicitly inviting them to solve the mystery. Interestingly, Poe also establishes the convention of the "bumbling policeman", who is outwitted by Dupin, in this story. However Poe is sometimes criticised for the "twist" ending, which nobody could reasonably be expected to imagine. The ending of this story is a metaphor for brains against brawn. Perhaps Poe
preferred to sacrifice the burgeoning rationality and method of analysis by his character Dupin, in order to make this metaphor more explicit, to make the reader aware that the intellect will always win over violence. The second story The Mystery of Marie Roget is a lesser story about Dupin. It is subtitled as its sequel, but is a bit of a disappointment after the brilliant conception of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue."Poe described his third story, The Purloined Letter, written in 1844, as "perhaps the best of my tales of ratiocination". In other words he was
deliberately inventing a detective who used his powers of reasoning, who made conscious deliberate inferences in order to arrive at valid and rational conclusions. Dupin also recognises the importance of reading and the written word as evidence. By such descriptions in the narrative, the reader can follow Dupin's thoughts and reasoning and reach the conclusion for themselves. The answers to the mysteries are all there, but only a clever person can see them. The Gold Bug is yet another fascinating departure - an extremely readable story about the Secret
Service involving the use of cyphers.In the fifth story Thou Art the Man red herrings abound, and the guilty party is perhaps the most least likely suspect. This is yet another literary device which is well used and popular in contemporary mystery fiction.It is worth remembering that the word "detective" did not exist at the time when Poe wrote The Murders in the Rue Morgue. He established the prototype of Dupin even before Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes. It is easy to criticise a work in retrospect, but these early stories paved the way for a genre
which is one of the most popular even today.19th-century-ish classics ghost-horror-supernatural January 30, 2023“Even for those to whom life and death are equal jests. There are some things that are still held in respect.”Known as the first modern detective story, Edgar Allan Poe's The Murders in the Rue Morgue is a quick but fascinating read. What makes it 1nterest1n is that it is as much about Poe's detective, Dupin, and the workings of his mind as it is about the murders. Dupin's attitude (solving the gruesome murders as a form of amusement) both draws
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show up in a few later stories. Many future writers, (Dame Agatha Christie, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle) were influenced by this work in particular. It's quite possible the father of the detective story. A gory, macabre story, it's not nearly as graphic as the things we read today, but it will still send the shivers up your spine. The most famous part of this work is how readers never suspect the culprit, given how well done the story is. It's a quick read, worth any mystery fan's attention... and a good sampling of the early genre for those interested in giving it a chance.
About Me For those new to me or my reviews... here's the scoop: I read A LOT. I write A LOT. And now I blog A LOT. First the book review goes on Goodreads, and then I send it on over to my WordPress blog at , where you'll also find TV & Film reviews, the revealing and introspective 365 Daily Challenge and lots of blogging about places I've visited all over the world. And you can find all my social media profiles to get the details on the who/what/when/where and my pictures. Leave a comment and let me know what you think. Vote in the poll and ratings.
Thanks for stopping by. Note: All written content is my original creation and copyrighted to me, but the graphics and images were linked from other sites and belong to them. Many thanks to their original creators.[polldaddy poll=9729544][polldaddy poll=9719251]1-fiction 3-multi-book-series 3-written-pre-20th-centuryJuly 30, 20191 think this is one of the most brilliant detective stories ever written. Two ladies (mother and daughter L' Espanaye) are murdered in a house in Rue Morgue (Paris). But who did it? French Police arrests a suspect but did he really
commit those heinous crimes? An independent gentleman named Dupin starts his investigations and draws stunning clues. Observation, facts and the combination of everything is his strength (he reminds me on a leaner version of Sherlock Holmes). Can he solve the horrible mystery? What are his exact methods? The story is an absolute pageturner and intriguing from beginning to end. A perfect murder mystery. Absolutely recommended, a classic not to be missed!May 18, 2021The Murders in the Rue Morgue, Edgar Allan PoeThe Murders in the Rue Morgue
is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe published in Graham's Magazine in 1841. It has been described as the first modern detective story, Poe referred to it as one of his "tales of ratiocination".The unnamed narrator of the story opens with a lengthy commentary on the nature and practice of analytical reasoning, then describes the circumstances under which he first met Dupin during an extended visit to Paris. The two share rooms in a dilapidated old mansion and allow no visitors, having cut off all contact w1th past acquamtances and venturing outside only at
night. One evening, Dupin demonstrates his analytical prowess by deducing the narrator's thoughts about a particular stage actor, based on clues gathered from the narrator's previous words and actions. R piS7eS oS iomzu slare il J> Dguite utiio aolijsy o il ok aiiS ezt b ay oS i 5 ole Kl i SeSiite wlid Sl s g, Sl oS Uassce slai ar B slgiliwls Sl o ne & aigai priwi €S0 azsS slbouiiSpol» i uiiiio €S> s alxe )3 «52Mo1841 JLB60QLIFAENE LSAIITA SJEIRSIFRY. BOGSLAEZH: G ¢S 3 MW

March 13, 2022He disfrutado mucho de esta relectura de este clasico. Segun dicen los expertos, es el primer relato detectivesco. Un relato genial que tiene continuacion en "El misterio de Marie Roget".-- -1 really enjoyed this re-reading of this classic. According to the experts, it is the first detective story. A greatoslu_ui .| {sami o> s ,x027/02/1400 (ilw, pig wlilss oLL {(xiSus P25 ARiy 5 Cawd 1R L 23 aS el ool i s aod > s igsm cawS sy woubles il pilime s b Lo olgo bl 135,540 ol oLu.qu iy gy sl o 2iSso D.))Jlu.u Olizl b 00,5 oS | 29> ._n..,: el
story that is continued in "The Mystery of Marie Roget".October 9, 2020Es a través de este cuento, "El Misterio de Maria Roget" y "La Carta Robada" (lean el ensayo de Deleuze al respecto), y a partir de Auguste C. Dupin, que Edgar Allan Poe invent6 el género policial 46 afios antes que el Sherlock de Conan Doyle.No hace falta hacer spoiler, pero diganme: ¢no es uno de los asesinos mas inverosimiles de la historia de la literatura? ¢Por qué creen que Poe era tan Gnico? Por genialidades como esta...June 23, 2017This story has somewhat less emotional
intensity than Poe's gothic horrors such as The Pit and the Pendulum and The Tell-Tale Heart. Yet that's perfectly appropriate, since this is a very different kind of story. In some ways it's the antithesis of the gothic, because here it is reason, not emotion, that's ascendant, that's the star of the show, so to speak. The trick for Poe is how to make it interesting nonetheless. He solves this conundrum by basically inventing the genre of detective fiction. Auguste Dupin is the progenitor of everyone from Sherlock Holmes to Hercule Poirot, using the same techniques
of logic and deduction to solve a gruesome double murder. Dupin isn't as fully formed as Holmes or Poirot, and the story lacks some of the suspense-building elements of those later stories, but Poe continues to amaze me in this wonderful tale.June 27, 2024CALIFICACION REAL: 3.5 estrellasUna de las més famosas e importantes obras de Poe: el primer relato detectivesco en la historia de la literatura. ¢Estara a la altura de lo que nos ha ofrecido el autor hasta el momento en su recopilatorio Narraciones extraordinarias? ;Qué tan interesante es este nuevo
género literario? Son algunas de las interrogantes que responderé segin mi criterio personal en esta resefia.La trama comienza con una introduccién comparativa entre el ajedrez, las damas y otros juegos, con la intencién de dar a conocer cémo funciona el andlisis para aplicarlo en diferentes aspectos, incluido la vida. Si bien esta parte introductoria es bastante larga y tediosa, me parece que es necesaria en cierto modo para comprender un poco mejor a Dupin, quien es uno de los protagonistas de esta historia y que es conocido por su gran y sorprendente
capacidad analitica.Como primer acercamiento a este nuevo género que nacié aqui, debo decir que me entretuvo bastante su planteamiento. Provoca el no querer parar de leer para saber quiénes fueron los culpables, cdmo escaparon y en qué desencadenara todo. Incluso llegué a sospechar de los protagonistas en algin momento; sin embargo, no estuve ni cerca del resultado final, el cual no mencionaré, para que asi lo puedan descubrir por ustedes mismos. La gran imaginaciéon de Poe hace totalmente impredecible este caso. Y tras haber leido a este
precursor fundacional de su género, no le cierro para nada las puertas a Sherlock Holmes de Arthur Conan Doyle ni a las novelas de Agatha Christie.No obstante, Los asesinatos de la rue Morgue tiene varios puntos bajos. Como ya mencioné, esta la extensa y tediosa introduccién sobre lo que es el analisis, y a esto se le suma la explicacion acerca de una ventana y un clavo que la sujeta. Ambas partes son bastante latosas, aburridas y mas largas de lo que debiesen ser. Igualmente, a pesar de ser un relato de 40 paginas, y que son 14 mas de las que habia en Los
anteojos, se me hizo una lectura mds amena que esta ultima, incluyendo todos sus puntos negativos que acabo de mencionar. Ademas, debo confesar que no simpaticé mucho con Dupin ni tampoco quiero profundizar en su resolucién del caso, pese a que se me hizo algo redundante. No quiero enfocarme en esto ultimo, ya que, al ser el primer relato de este tipo, no me parece muy justo hacerlo, a sabiendas de que probablemente Poe no haya tenido méas referencias a la hora de desarrollar de mejor forma esta parte de la trama que con casos reales de
periddicos por obvias razones: estamos ante el inicio de algo. El final del relato quizas pueda ser algo anecdético y haya sido concebido con la intencién de provocar cierta gracia, pero que a mi no me la causé. Esto se debe a que, para haber logrado dicho efecto, se le deberia de haber dado alguna importancia al prefecto de policia durante la historia, para que tenga sentido que el mero final gire en torno a él; pero ni mencién alguna o acto de presencia tiene este personaje fuera de las ultimas estrofas.Resumiendo todo, tengo bien presente que esta lectura
provoca el no querer dejar de leer para saber su desenlace; pero también tiene sus ya sabidos puntos bajos. Sinceramente, no estoy seguro de dénde ubicar a este titulo para mi top 28 personal, que incluiré en la resefla de Narraciones extraordinarias. De momento, tengo pensado situarlo entre antes o después que El corazén delator, pero no es muy justo, ya que este otro cuento tiene menos defectos que el presente. De lo que si estoy seguro, es que no tengo ninguna duda de que mi calificacién final es de 3.5 estrellas, aunque ain no tenga claro en donde
posicionarle. Y lo otro que también tengo bien claro es, que, Los anteojos sigue siendo hasta el momento, la lectura que menos me ha gustado y/o motivado del recopilatorio en general.Por ultimo, si bien sabemos que esta es una historia detectivesca, creo que el mayor misterio de todo el relato es, de cémo dos hombres deciden irse a vivir juntos tras conocerse. {Sera que [JJ?CITAS Y FRASES INTERESANTES A DESTACAR:- ‘@€@®Fl mejor jugador de ajedrez puede llegar a ser, con el tiempo, poco més que el mejor jugador de ajedrez”.- “Aqui fue hallado el
cadéver de la anciana madame L’Espanaye, con la garganta rebanada de tal modo que, al intentar alzar el cuerpo, la cabeza se desprendid. El cuerpo se vefa horriblemente mutilado y conserva apenas su apariencia humana’.Para no perder el hilo con las demads resefias de Narraciones extraordinarias:* Precedida de El corazén delator: €49 Seguida por Eleonora: 27, 2022 “It will be found, in fact, that the ingenious are always fanciful, and the truly imaginative never otherwise than analytic.” I was pleasantly surprised with this short story. The writing style was
engaging and plot was fast-paced. I was consumed by the story without forming any connection with the narrator nor other characters, which personalities were almost non-existent, truth be told. The main strength is the plot, of course, with it's suspense keeping the reader on his toes. This was the story about a puzzling double murder of Madame L'Espanaye and her daughter in the Rue Morgue. Mr. Dupin solved the mystery merely by analyzing the facts from his armchair. The mystery contained inexplicable facts like how the murder was committed in a
closed room. Mr. Dupin used his observation to solve a murder case that even the police considered a lost cause. A murder was committed on the fourth floor, with the windows closed from the inside and the chimney was too narrow for even a cat to get through. The murderer turned out to be someone who the reader would never have guessed. The question is how did the murderer escape? ,The sight of blood turned its anger into frenzy and it jumped on the body of the girl.” Mr. Po was way ahead of his time. The descriptions of committed violence were
graphic and detailed. He did an excellent job in building tension and leading the reader in different directions. The story kept me on my toes from the first to the last page. The writing style is dynamic and vivid, which kept me entertained. The description of the story is stimulating and bloody. There's a lot of suspense due to the lack of motive for the murders as well as the strange evidence and witness reports. If you had high expectations like me, you're probably going to be disappointed by the ending. I would like it more if there was some bigger factor of the
human interest story. ,In this kind of investigation we should not ask the question ‘'what has happened’ but ‘what has happened that has never happened before?’” I wish there were more inner thoughts of Mr. Dupin. "Truth is not always in a well. In fact, as regards the more important knowledge, I do believe that she is invariably superficial. The depth lies in the valleys where we seek her, and not upon the mountain-tops where she is found." Beautiful.February 20, 2022Since The Murders in the Rue Morgue was definitely a captivating and compelling short
story, it has become my favorite Poe's tale thus far. This tale is considered the first modern detective story, and even though it doesn't have a complex plot (it is not plain though), it is in fact a great introduction to the genre. In this story, our first 'detective', Auguste Duplin, decides to solve the mystery of the cruel murder of a woman and her daughter, which was committed in the Rue Morgue, and where, according to an edition of the "Gazette des Tribunaux", there were some testimonies and witnesses to the crime.Duplin, whose traits slightly reminded me of
Hercule Poirot's ones, will be able to give a solution to this crime with the available evidence, of course, in a coherent and realistic way. In the end, I was really impressed with the resolution and satisfied with the ending.Poe's narrative is impressive as always, for instance, he is one of my favorite American authors, and so I can't complain about his writing style. Besides, and despite the fact that there is no a gothic, ominous atmosphere in this story (at least not in the way it was in other tales I have read so far), you can't help but read this tale quickly from
beginning to end in order to find out what exactly happened in the Rue Morgue, and mainly, who did it.The only 'negative' aspect though —which is not really negative for me at all—, is that the author begins the tale with an introduction* to the story or an explanation of some topics which eventually will be relevant at some point. From my point of view, it is quite mterestmg to read this part because somehow it gives you a previous idea to the actual story.In short, I highly recommend this tale, and I hope you all enjoy it. "Between ingenuity and the analytic

Isa Cantos (Crénicas de una Merodeadora)July 14, 2022“Books, indeed, were his sole luxuries”.Ya llegaré a los relatos de.auosd saads 2 o $,3Y 8332iall adlgs oo o sl Jos SlasYl g (s ai)nds g1 5ol o cudsdl azsdl Ly 3z ple JSuin aaill -.ple JSuiy slaill dsub e LaS ai>Y al> o 9 slaills i (JoVl aijn cuilS apusdl wlls I (o8 wlshbiwly el oo >y aclyl 0 Log "ow9a" 5 o1 Lol S i ,S LLely Juso i)l Jus -ability there exists a difference far greater, indeed, than that between the fancy and the imagination, but of a character very strictly analogous. It will be fot
Poe que si me gustan, pero este vuelve a caer en una categoria demasiado detectivesca y rocambolesca para mi gusto. Ahora, si soy fans de los thrillers o de las historias de Sherlock Holmes, seguramente este relato es para ustedes. Aqui nos encontramos con la narracion de un asesinato violento y del que, segun la policia y las declaraciones de los testigos, no se tiene ninguna pista del perpetrador. Sin embargo, el personaje de Poe aqui es un hombre con una gran capacidad analitica y llega pronto al fondo del asunto, que, por cierto, es increiblemente
absurdo, pero, oye, ficcién... xD.Lo que me cansa de este tipo de relatos son las peroratas interminables sobre como deducen cierta cosa de acuerdo a cierta otra circunstancia y se tardan tres siglos en llegar al punto que quieren exponer. March 10, 2021This is one of the original detective stories, eventually inspiring the likes of Sherlock Holmes. It was not a bad story. I didn't see coming who would be the murderer at the end! However the beginning, the prologue, was way too long. It was describing the way one might analyse a person but it took like 11
pages to do it! Once it got into the actual story, it was quicker to get through. Although, the sentence structure and certain words are not like what we use today and that made it slightly hard to fully understand everything that was happening. April 30, 2021We can all thank Edgar Allen Poe for publishing the granddaddy of mysteries... Poe and Agatha Christie instilled a love for mysteries in this bookworm that continues to this day.January 28, 20161 love mysteries, I really do, so of course I had to read this one. I mean, written by no other author than Poe and
it is said Dupin was part of the inspiration of this man here:How could I resist, then?Part of why I love mysteries so much is because I get to have a role in the story. Obviously I cannot interfere in what the characters are doing, but I can be invested in what they're doing - by trying to find the answers, I mean.Unfortunately for this story, I never really could play that part. Why? Because we are never given clues or suspects. I want to think this is because it's a short story, but there are more than 50 Sherlock Holmes short stories, and even in the predictable
ones you get the chance of solving the mystery before the answer is given.The problem was that when Dupin appeared in the scene, he started saying all he thought happened, which in fact was what really happened, and so I never could wonder who was the murderer.But of course, it was a delight to meet Dupin. You can certainly see the similarities between himself and Holmes. Again, I prefer the latter one. Dupin was still great, though.Anyway, knowing Poe's stories, I can say this is not one of his best, yet it is nonetheless worth reading. Now, can we bless
Conan Doyle for bringing life to Holmes even though he hated it? (Sorry for that)2016 classics mystery-thriller January 19, 2025, Y6uiicTBaTa Ha ynuna ,Mopr” e MHOro xyb6aBa u nHTepecHa Hosena! Enrap AmbH [1o € MOCTaBUII OCHOBUTE HAa KPUMHHAIHUSA JKaHP, pa3Ka3BalKy UCTOPUUTE 3a AeTeKTus [lroneH., Tu 6e3 CbMHeHHe IIle KazKelll, KaTo CH ITOCITy2KHIII C e3UKa Ha IOPUCTHUTE, Ye ,3a fa CIedesis AeJIoTo", TpssbBa I0-CKOPo fa oMaJioBazka, OTKOJIKOTO ia HACTOsIBaM 3a IThJIHATa OlleHKa Ha HeoOXofuMaTa B TO3HU CiIydai JIoBKOCT. ToBa MOXKe fia e IIpaKTHUKa Ha
3aKOHa, HO He U MpaKTHUKa Ha pa3yMma. MosTta Kpanﬂa 1IeJ1 e caMo UCTHHATa...“August 2, 2019Historias de crimen y suspenso que tienen que ser leidas en definitiva.Los detalles son tan especificos que comprendo porqué llegaron a creer que el autor podria ser responsable de tales actos.La pluma de Poe tiene esa particularidad, y sin dudas vuelve a todas sus obras unas joyas digas de ser leidas.September 23, 2024Second time reading. I add a star to my initial 1 star rating. That's it, Poe! Sorry. Can't concede more stars. ©@Two bizarre murders in a locked
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poeJanuary 30, 20213 StarsApparently, Poe’s work here is the first “locked room mystery” created and also the inspiration for future great detectives a’la Sherlock Holmes and Hercules Poirot.A far fetched scenario and an extremely dry read but nonetheless, interesting in the fact this being the 0G.2021 audio crime-mystery-suspense-x March 9, 20210verrated but fine. The ending was ridiculous.I'm unsure about how I truly feel about this story and I'll probably reread it at some point. February 17, 20212 StarsAcknowledged by many as the original story in
the detective-crime fiction, The Murders in the Rue Morgue: The Dupin Tales is staple reading by the renowned horror-mystery great Edgar Allan Poe. A locked room mystery at its core, this story was disappointingly tedious in its telling. I consider myself a lover of murder-mysteries, but I found myself struggling to get through this one—which is saying something because it’s a mere 38 pages long. Perhaps too pretentious in its style and execution for my own personal tastes, my first foray with Mr. Poe’s “classics” unfortunately wasn’t a great one. Here’s
hoping any further experiences with this author are much more winsome.buddy-read-with-r classics crime-mystery-suspense May 8, 2019Poe's story has one of the first "detective" in literature. M. Dupin looks at the situation, follows the clues, and comes up with the true murderer. Today, detectives supported their suppositions with fingerprints, DNA, and complicated lab procedures. It was interesting to see the murder solved by deduction.October 23, 2017Very good, and easily read. A true classic, this little mystery is considered to be the first ever 'detective
story', and you can definitely tell. It's very analytical, with the story element lacking a bit in substance, instead consisting mostly of a torrent of theories and guesses. It's the author trying something new and different, something that was later perfected by Arthur Conan Doyle, by Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers, and others from the 20s - the 'Golden Age' of crime fiction -, all the way to the hardboiled detective stories, predominant between the 30s and the 50s, and to the contemporary crime/thriller/'whodunit' novels we have today.If you enjoy mysteries, not
only does this have more than enough merit by itself, it also is a great read since it's at the base of all crime stories that came since.Displaying 1 - 30 of 2,408 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. edit descriptions of this character




