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Unclean	meats	in	the	bible

When	God	created	Adam	and	Eve,	He	gave	them	every	seed-bearing	plant	and	tree	with	fruit	for	food,	indicating	that	eating	meat	was	not	part	of	His	original	plan.	At	creation,	God	provided	various	fruits,	vegetables,	grains,	and	nuts	for	human	sustenance.	The	Bible	also	describes	the	origin	of	"clean"	and	"unclean"	animals	mentioned	in	Scripture.
The	story	of	Noah's	Ark	is	significant,	as	it	highlights	God's	preservation	of	seven	clean	animal	species	to	ensure	their	survival	and	provide	for	Noah's	family	during	and	after	the	Flood.	Later,	when	God	instructed	Moses	and	the	Israelites	to	leave	Egypt,	He	specified	which	creatures	were	suitable	for	human	consumption	and	outlined	the	types	that
should	be	avoided.	The	Bible	identifies	"clean"	animals	as	those	with	split	hooves	and	chewing	cud,	while	"unclean"	animals	do	not	meet	these	criteria.	This	is	evident	in	Leviticus	11:3,	which	states	that	land	animals	with	cloven	hooves	and	chewing	cud	are	acceptable	for	consumption.	The	passage	also	notes	the	camel	and	rabbit	as	unclean	because
they	chew	their	cud	but	lack	split	hooves.	Other	land	animals,	including	mice,	reptiles,	amphibians,	and	mollusks,	are	considered	unclean	according	to	the	Bible.	In	contrast,	clean	land	animals	include	antelope,	cows,	caribou,	deer,	elk,	gazelles,	goats,	harts,	moose,	sheep,	and	yaks.	The	Bible	also	outlines	which	water	creatures	can	be	consumed.
According	to	Leviticus	11:9-12,	only	fish	with	fins	and	scales	are	considered	"clean"	for	human	consumption.	This	includes	tuna,	salmon,	trout,	and	other	fish	that	meet	this	criteria.	Given	article	text	here	Mackerel	Mahimahi	Perch	Pikes	Pollack	Salmon	Sardines	Smelt	Snappers	Tilapia	Trout	Tunas	Walleyes	List	of	unclean	water	creatures	includes
catfishes,	crabs,	crayfish,	dolphins,	eals,	lobsters,	marlins,	otters,	porpoises,	seals,	sharks,	shellfish,	snails,	squids,	and	sturgeon.	The	list	of	clean	birds	is	comprised	of	chickens,	doves,	ducks,	geese,	grouse,	pheasants,	pigeons,	quails,	and	songbirds.	The	list	of	unclean	birds	includes	condors,	cormorants,	cranes,	crows,	eagles,	falcons,	hawks,	herons,
kites,	magpies,	ospreys,	ostriches,	owls,	parrots,	pelicans,	penguins,	ravens,	roadrunners,	seagulls,	storks,	and	vultures.	Leviticus	11	states	that	certain	birds	are	not	fit	for	consumption.	Continuing	in	verse	19,	God	includes	kites,	falcons,	ravens,	ostriches,	owls,	seagulls,	hawks,	storks,	herons,	and	bats	as	unclean.	God	also	includes	insects,	such	as
locusts,	crickets,	grasshoppers,	in	the	list	of	clean	animals.	However,	all	other	flying	insects	that	do	not	fit	this	category	are	considered	unclean.	The	passage	suggests	that	God's	health	principles	apply	to	the	entire	human	race,	regardless	of	nationality	or	ethnicity.	Jesus'	death	on	the	cross	did	not	change	the	nature	of	these	creatures,	but	rather
cleansed	sinners.	With	modern	diseases	and	pesticide	residues	in	animals,	it	is	wise	to	avoid	consuming	"unclean"	foods.	Following	God's	principles	can	provide	a	health	insurance	plan	for	individuals,	allowing	them	to	benefit	from	His	guidance.	The	Bible	identifies	certain	land	animals	as	clean	to	eat,	based	on	characteristics	such	as	split	hooves	and
grass-eating	habits.	These	include	cows,	deer,	and	other	even-toed	ungulates.	It	also	permits	the	consumption	of	fish	with	fins	and	scales,	including	all	types	that	have	scales	but	not	fins.	On	the	other	hand,	animals	lacking	a	split	hoof	or	those	which	chew	their	cud	without	dividing	their	hooves	are	considered	unclean,	such	as	rabbits,	pigs,	and	certain
birds	like	eagles,	vultures,	hawks,	and	ravens.	Additionally,	the	Bible	prohibits	the	eating	of	shellfish,	including	crabs,	shrimp,	and	clams,	as	they	do	not	have	fins	or	scales.	The	distinction	between	clean	and	unclean	animals	has	been	in	place	since	the	time	of	Noah,	and	its	significance	extends	beyond	the	Jewish	people,	serving	as	a	reminder	to	all
who	follow	God's	commands.	Ultimately,	what	we	eat	and	drink	can	impact	our	ability	to	glorify	God	and	live	according	to	His	will.	Our	bodies	are	temples	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	it	is	essential	to	honor	Him	by	treating	them	with	care	and	respect.	God	knows	what's	best	for	our	health	and	wants	us	to	be	healthy	because	He	loves	us.	He	also	wants	His
people	to	follow	Him	out	of	love,	not	just	to	do	good	deeds.	Our	commitment	to	God	should	include	our	diet,	which	is	why	the	Bible	teaches	about	clean	and	unclean	meats.	These	laws	aren't	ceremonial	but	show	God's	design	for	animals	and	our	bodies.	Reading	this	article	and	viewing	an	infographic	will	help	you	understand	these	food	laws.	The
emphasis	on	purity	isn't	about	dirt	but	God's	definition	of	what's	holy.	Clean	animals	were	meant	to	be	eaten,	while	unclean	ones	were	forbidden.	Following	this	law	makes	us	holy,	just	like	God,	as	the	Bible	says,	"You	shall	be	holy;	for	I	am	holy"	(Leviticus	11:44).	We're	told	not	to	question	why	certain	animals	are	clean	or	unclean,	but	we	can	trust
that	whatever	God	says	is	good	for	us.	Just	as	a	father	gives	good	things	to	his	children,	our	Heavenly	Father	wants	the	best	for	us,	including	teaching	us	which	meats	are	suitable	for	consumption.	Many	animals,	like	pigs	and	oysters,	were	never	meant	to	be	food	for	humans.	The	clean	and	unclean	meats	are	listed	in	Leviticus	11	and	Deuteronomy	14.
This	knowledge	goes	back	to	Noah's	time	before	the	Flood	when	God	instructed	him	on	which	animals	to	take	onto	the	ark.	Animals	could	be	used	for	food	or	sacrifice,	as	long	as	they	were	clean	and	fit	for	consumption	(Genesis	8:20).	The	Bible	identifies	certain	animals	that	are	not	meant	to	be	eaten,	including	those	without	fins	and	scales	like
catfish,	lobsters,	and	crabs.	Additionally,	animals	that	do	not	have	cloven	hooves	or	chew	the	cud,	such	as	rabbits	and	pigs,	should	not	be	consumed.	Birds	without	specific	characteristics	mentioned	in	Deuteronomy	14:11-18	are	also	not	considered	clean	for	eating.	Most	insects	are	not	edible,	but	some	like	locusts	and	grasshoppers	are	permitted.	The
importance	of	obeying	these	dietary	laws	is	emphasized	in	Leviticus	11:43-44,	as	they	help	maintain	holiness.	God	desires	His	people	to	be	holy	and	teaches	them	the	difference	between	clean	and	unclean	animals	through	the	Levitical	priesthood.	They	were	so	devoted	to	Me	that	they	would	tremble	with	fear	and	follow	My	instructions	faithfully,
ensuring	a	prosperous	future	not	only	for	themselves	but	also	for	their	children,	forevermore!	(Deuteronomy	5:29)	For	those	seeking	additional	insight	into	the	matter	of	unclean	foods,	please	explore	the	recommended	reading	below.
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