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Is	your	kitchen	faucet	leaking?	Several	factors	can	make	a	faucet	leak.	In	most	cases,	faucets	leaks	when	it	gets	loose.	You	do	not	have	to	pay	for	a	technician	to	fix	your	kitchen	faucet.	Here	is	a	do	it	yourself	content	on	how	to	fix	loose	kitchen	faucet	spout.	Read	through	to	understand	the	parts	of	a	faucet,	how	to	prepare	for	the	repair,	the	tools	to
use,	and	exactly	how	to	fix	the	handle	and	base	of	the	faucet	spout.Two	main	parts	of	a	kitchen	faucet	spout	get	loose	over	time.	It	is	important	to	know	these	parts	before	tightening	your	loose	kitchen	faucet	spout.	It	will	help	you	to	know	the	exact	tool	you	need	for	the	repair.	They	are:Kitchen	faucet	handleThe	handle	is	the	part	where	you	use	to
switch	on	and	off	the	water.	This	part	can	get	loose	and	make	it	inefficient	to	control	the	faucet.Kitchen	faucet	baseThis	is	the	part	that	holds	the	entire	faucet	spout.	Sometimes	it	can	get	loose	and	interfere	with	water	supply	pipes.How	to	prepare	for	the	faucet	spout	repairEither	your	kitchen	faucet	came	off	completely,	or	it	is	loose.	You	need	to	fix
the	faucet	immediately	to	prevent	further	damages	to	other	parts	of	your	kitchen.	Before	you	fix	it,	you	need	to	follow	the	following	simple	steps:First,	identify	the	leaking	parts.Turn	off	the	water	supply.Turn	on	the	faucet	to	release	any	water	that	may	be	in.Ensure	that	the	sinkholes	are	covered	to	hold	any	small	parts	like	nuts.Be	keen	when
removing	the	parts.Clean	the	parts.The	above	are	simple	preparations	before	you	can	proceed	to	the	actual	fixing.What	are	the	tools	required	when	fixing	a	faucet	spout?When	fixing	the	handle	or	the	base,	you	will	need	a	certain	tool	to	ease	your	work.	You	will	need	the	following	tools:Allen	wrenchSpannerSlip-joint	pliersScrew-driverFlashlightThese
are	the	main	tools	that	you	will	use	to	remove	the	parts	of	the	faucet	and	return	them.Types	of	kitchen	faucets	spoutIt	is	important	to	know	the	type	of	kitchen	faucet	before	fixing	it.	Here	are	the	main	types	of	kitchen	faucets:Ball	faucetsCartridge	faucetsDisc	type	faucetsWhen	fixing	the	ball	and	the	cartridge	faucets,	you	will	need	to	switch	off	the
main	water	supply	valve.	However,	when	fixing	the	disc	type	faucets,	you	do	not	need	to	switch	off	the	valves.How	To	Fix	Loose	Kitchen	Faucet	Spout	Step	By	StepFixing	the	faucet	handleHere	are	simple	steps	to	follow	when	tightening	a	loose	faucet	spout.	They	are:First,	clear	your	kitchen	sink	to	allow	you	to	work	without	interference.You	do	not
need	items	in	the	sink	and	around	that	may	prevent	you	when	working.	Ensure	that	the	working	area	is	clean	and	clear.The	second	most	important	step	to	take	is	to	ensure	that	the	main	valves	are	off.This	will	ensure	that	there	is	no	water	spilling	over	the	kitchen.	To	be	safe,	if	anything	breaks	or	leaks,	ensure	that	you	do	not	skip	this	step.The	next
thing	is	to	check	the	type	of	your	faucet.Some	faucets	handles	are	secured	using	screws	and	others	using	decorative	caps.	Once	you	have	identified,	it	will	be	easier	for	you	to	know	the	type	of	tool	to	use	when	tightening.Depending	on	your	type	of	faucet,	proceed	to	tighten	rightly.	Use	a	hex	head	wrench	to	tighten	the	faucet	handle	secured	by
screws.	For	the	other	type	of	faucet,	remove	the	decorative	cap	using	a	flathead	screwdriver	and	then	tighten	a	nut	inside.Check	if	the	handle	is	well	fixedThe	only	way	you	can	check	if	the	faucet	handle	is	in	place	is	to	check	physically	if	the	handle	is	secured.	If	the	handle	is	now	firm,	then	it	is	tight	and	intact.Proceed	to	replace	the	decorative
cup.Ensure	there	is	no	leak.To	check	that	there	is	no	water	leaking	anymore,	turn	on	the	water	valve.		This	is	how	to	tighten	a	single	handle	kitchen	faucet	simply.	Whenever	the	handles	are	loose,	follow	the	above	steps	and	re-tighten	them.Fixing	the	faucet	baseNormally,	the	faucet	base	is	located	under	the	sink	or	the	cabinets.	Therefore,	you	will
need	a	flashlight	to	easily	access	the	base.Also,	for	easy	access,	clear	the	cabinet	under	the	sink.	Under	the	sink	cabinets	are	places	where	you	can	store	your	bottles	and	other	containers.First,	ensure	that	the	water	valves	are	turned	off.Although	this	is	not	very	necessary,	it	is	important.	What	if	the	pipe	burst	while	you	tighten	the	nuts.	You	will	end
up	messing	up	your	kitchen.	Just	to	be	safe,	ensure	that	you	turn	off	all	the	valves.Check	for	any	leak	at	the	base	by	accessing	using	a	flashlight.Under	the	sink	can	be	very	dark.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	flashlight	to	light	up	the	area.	Check	the	area	and	spot	any	leak	if	there	is.Spot	the	nuts	that	hold	the	base	of	the	faucet.Ensure	that	you	have	a	good
view	of	all	the	nuts	that	keep	the	faucet	base.	This	way,	it	will	be	easier	for	you	to	tighten	all	the	nuts.Use	your	wrench	to	tighten	the	nuts	properly.If	you	are	using	an	adjustable	wrench,	ensure	that	it	is	in	the	right	size.	Proceed	to	tighten	all	the	nuts	in	a	clockwise	direction	to	ensure	that	they	hold	tight	the	base.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the
nuts.	Check	the	faucet	base	if	it	stills	loose.Reopen	the	water	supply	and	check	if	there	is	any	leak	again.Once	you	are	satisfied	that	the	base	is	fixed,	return	all	your	items	to	the	under	the	sink	cabinet.That	is	simply	how	to	tighten	a	loose	kitchen	faucet	base.	Sometimes	the	base	nuts	are	worn	out	due	to	water	corrosion.	In	this	case,	you	will	need	to
get	new	nuts	to	fix	the	base.	You	will	need	to	completely	unscrew	the	old	nuts	and	replace	them	with	new	ones.Tips	to	consider	when	fixing	the	faucet	spoutFixing	faucet	spout	is	a	simple	thing	to	do.	However,	if	you	are	not	careful	enough,	you	may	end	up	making	the	situation	even	worse.	So,	the	following	are	the	things	to	keenly	consider:Ensure
that	the	main	valve	is	off	before	taking	any	step	of	the	repair.Ensure	that	you	have	the	right	tools,	for	instance,	the	right	size	of	spanners.Ensure	that	you	access	the	damage	before	repairing	it.Ensure	that	you	do	not	overtighten	the	nuts	because	it	may	damage	your	faucet	more.Once	you’re	done	fixing,	open	the	valve	to	check	if	there	is	any	further
leaking.Before	you	fix	your	faucet,	ensure	that	you	know	what	type	it	is.Before	you	repair,	ensure	that	you	identify	the	loose	or	leaking	sections.If	the	parts	of	the	faucets	are	worn	out,	ensure	that	you	replace	them	with	new	ones.How	do	you	tighten	a	loose	Moen	kitchen	faucet	base?	The	following	are	simple	steps	to	follow	when	tightening	a	loose
Moen	kitchen	faucet	base:Seal	the	drain	holes	in	the	basin.Turn	off	the	main	water	supply	valve.Release	pressure	by	turning	on	the	faucet	valves.Spot	the	faulty	Moen	kitchen	faucet	base.Using	the	screwdriver,	tighten	the	nuts	underneath.Turn	on	the	valve	to	check	if	the	leak	is	corrected.How	do	you	tighten	a	nut	under	the	kitchen	sink?All	you	need
is	the	basin	wrench	and	a	flashlight.	The	wretch	has	a	long	enough	handle	to	reach	the	nuts	underneath.	You	will	use	the	flashlight	to	locate	the	nuts.How	do	you	remove	a	Moen	faucet	handle	without	screws?Screws	are	replaced	with	a	cap	in	some	Moen	faucet	handles.	To	remove	the	cap,	you	will	need	a	flat	head	screwdriver.	This	screwdriver	is
capable	of	prying	off	the	cap	efficiently.How	do	I	stop	my	nuts	from	getting	loose?Use	the	right	wrenches	to	tighten	them.Paint	the	bolt	threads.Ensure	that	the	nuts	are	threaded	and	tighten	appropriately.Regularly	check	for	the	loose	parts	and	tighten	immediately	before	the	damage	is	too	much.ConclusionThis	is	a	guide	on	how	to	stabilize	kitchen
faucet?	A	kitchen	faucet	can	get	loose	over	time,	and	it	can	be	very	irritating.	To	fix	it,	you	only	need	simple	tools	and	steps.	Ensure	that	you	follow	the	right	steps,	and	your	faucet	will	be	fixed.	You	do	not	need	to	get	a	technician	to	do	it.	Simply	do	it	yourself	and	save	yourself	from	unnecessary	costs.	Read	the	tips	provided	carefully	to	avoid
unnecessary	accidents	and	messes	all	over	your	kitchen.	If	This	Page	How	To	Fix	Loose	Kitchen	Faucet	Spout	Is	helps	then	Thanks	for	reading	A	leaky	kitchen	faucet	can	be	quite	frustrating,	not	to	mention	costly	in	terms	of	wasted	water	and	higher	water	bills.	However,	fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	not	as	difficult	as	it	may	seem,	and	it	can	be	done
with	some	basic	tools	and	a	little	bit	of	know-how.	To	fix	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet,	start	by	turning	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Disassemble	the	faucet	and	inspect	the	components,	such	as	the	O-rings	and	cartridge,	for	damage.	Replace	any	damaged	components,	and	reassemble	the	faucet.	Turn	the	water	supply	back	on	and	test	the	faucet	for
leaks.Prevent	future	leaks	by	maintaining	the	faucet	regularly	and	replacing	worn-out	components	promptly.Step-By-Step	Guide	For	Fixing	A	Leaky	Kitchen	FaucetHere	is	the	step-by-step	guide	to	fixing	your	faucet	problem	in	9	ways.	They	are:First,	diagnose	the	problem.After	that,	turn	off	the	water	supply.Disassemble	the	faucet.Inspect	the	faucet
components.Replace	the	O-rings.Replace	the	cartridge.Reassemble	the	faucet.Turn	the	water	supply	back	on.Test	the	faucet.Finally,	if	needed,	call	a	professional.Also	Read	–	How	To	Fix	A	Spinning	Faucet	Handle?1.	Diagnosing	The	Problem.The	first	step	in	fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	to	determine	the	cause	of	the	leak.	There	are	a	few	common
reasons	why	a	kitchen	faucet	might	leak,	including	worn-out	O-rings,	damaged	cartridges,	loose	components,	and	corroded	valve	seats.2.	Turning	Off	The	Water	Supply.Before	disassembling	the	faucet,	you	need	to	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Look	for	the	shut-off	valve	underneath	the	sink	and	turn	it	clockwise	until	it	stops.	If	there	is	no
valve,	turn	off	the	main	water	supply	to	your	home.3.	Disassembling	The	Faucet.Before	you	can	inspect	and	repair	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet,	you	need	to	disassemble	it.	Here’s	how	to	do	it:Turn	Off	The	Water	Supply:	Before	you	begin	disassembling	the	faucet,	you	need	to	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	sink.	Look	for	the	shut-off	valve	under	the	sink
and	turn	it	clockwise	to	shut	off	the	water.Remove	The	Handle:	The	handle	is	part	of	the	faucet	that	you	use	to	turn	the	water	on	and	off.	Depending	on	the	type	of	faucet	you	have,	you	may	need	to	remove	a	screw,	cover	plate,	or	decorative	cap	to	access	the	handle.	Once	you’ve	done	that,	use	a	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	remove	the
handle.Remove	The	Escutcheon:	The	Escutcheon	is	the	decorative	plate	that	covers	the	base	of	the	faucet.	Use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	the	screws	that	hold	the	escutcheon	in	place.	Once	the	screws	are	removed,	you	should	be	able	to	lift	the	escutcheon	off	the	faucet.Remove	The	Retaining	Clip	Or	Nut:	Depending	on	the	type	of	faucet	you	have,	there
may	be	a	retaining	clip	or	nut	that	holds	the	cartridge	or	valve	in	place.	Use	pliers	or	a	wrench	to	remove	the	clip	or	nut.Pull	Out	The	Cartridge	Or	Valve:	Once	the	retaining	clip	or	nut	is	removed,	you	should	be	able	to	pull	the	cartridge	or	valve	out	of	the	faucet	body.	If	it’s	difficult	to	remove,	you	can	use	pliers	or	a	cartridge	puller	to	help	you.Inspect
The	Components:	With	the	faucet	disassembled,	you	can	now	inspect	the	components	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	This	is	a	critical	step	in	determining	the	cause	of	the	leak	and	identifying	any	parts	that	need	to	be	replaced.When	disassembling	the	faucet,	be	sure	to	keep	track	of	the	components	and	the	order	in	which	they	were	removed.	This	will
make	reassembly	much	easier.	And	if	you’re	not	comfortable	with	disassembling	the	faucet	yourself,	it’s	best	to	hire	a	professional	plumber	to	do	the	job.4.	Inspecting	The	Faucet	Components.With	the	faucet	disassembled,	it’s	time	to	inspect	the	components	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	This	is	a	critical	step	in	determining	the	cause	of	the	leak
and	identifying	any	parts	that	need	to	be	replaced.	Here	are	the	components	you	should	inspect:Cartridge	or	Valve:	This	is	the	part	of	the	faucet	that	controls	the	water	flow.	Inspect	the	cartridge	or	valve	for	any	cracks,	chips,	or	other	damage.	If	the	component	is	damaged,	you	will	need	to	replace	it	with	a	new	one.O-rings:	These	are	small	rubber
rings	that	seal	the	cartridge	or	valve	in	place.	Inspect	the	O-rings	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	the	O-rings	are	damaged,	they	can	cause	leaks	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.Washers:	These	are	small	metal	discs	that	control	the	water	flow.	Inspect	the	washers	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	the	washers	are	worn	or	damaged,	they	can	cause
leaks	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.Springs:	These	small	metal	coils	are	located	under	the	washers	and	help	control	the	water	flow.	Inspect	the	springs	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	the	springs	are	worn	or	damaged,	they	can	cause	leaks	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.Seats:	These	are	the	flat	surfaces	that	the	washers	press	against	to	stop	the
water	flow.	Inspect	the	seats	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	the	seats	are	worn	or	damaged,	they	can	cause	leaks	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.When	inspecting	these	components,	be	sure	to	look	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	Even	small	cracks	or	chips	can	cause	leaks	and	will	need	to	be	addressed.	If	you’re	not	sure	what	you’re	looking	for,
consult	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	or	seek	the	advice	of	a	professional	plumber.5.	Replacing	the	O-rings.If	you’ve	determined	that	the	O-rings	are	the	cause	of	the	leak,	replacing	them	is	a	relatively	easy	fix.	Here’s	how	to	do	it:Remove	The	Old	O-rings:	Use	a	small	screwdriver	or	pick	to	remove	the	old	O-rings	from	the	faucet	body.	Be	careful	not
to	scratch	or	damage	the	surface	of	the	faucet.Clean	The	Faucet	Body:	Before	installing	the	new	O-rings,	it’s	important	to	clean	the	faucet	body	to	remove	any	debris	or	residue.	Use	a	clean	cloth	and	some	rubbing	alcohol	to	wipe	down	the	surface.Install	The	New	O-Rings:	Slide	the	new	O-rings	onto	the	stem	of	the	cartridge	or	valve.	Be	sure	to
position	them	in	the	correct	location,	as	indicated	by	the	marks	left	by	the	old	O-rings.Reassemble	The	Faucet:	Once	the	new	O-rings	are	in	place,	it’s	time	to	reassemble	the	faucet.	Follow	the	steps	outlined	in	the	previous	section	to	put	the	faucet	back	together.Test	The	Faucet:	Once	the	faucet	is	reassembled,	turn	on	the	water	supply	and	test	the
faucet	for	leaks.	If	there	are	no	leaks,	you’re	done!	If	the	faucet	is	still	leaking,	you	may	need	to	inspect	the	other	components	and	replace	any	damaged	parts.Replacing	the	O-rings	is	a	simple	and	inexpensive	fix	for	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet.	However,	if	you’re	not	comfortable	with	this	type	of	repair,	it’s	best	to	hire	a	professional	plumber	to	do	the
job.	They	can	also	inspect	the	faucet	for	other	potential	issues	and	make	any	necessary	repairs.6.	Replacing	The	Cartridge.If	the	cartridge	is	the	culprit	of	your	leaky	kitchen	faucet,	you’ll	need	to	replace	it.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow:Turn	Off	The	Water	Supply:	Before	you	start,	make	sure	to	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	This	can	usually	be
done	by	turning	off	the	valve	under	the	sink.Remove	The	Handle:	Use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	the	handle	of	the	faucet.	The	screw	may	be	located	under	a	cap	on	the	handle.Remove	The	Cartridge:	Use	a	pair	of	pliers	to	grip	the	cartridge	and	pull	it	straight	out.	If	it’s	stuck,	you	may	need	to	use	a	cartridge	removal	tool.Install	The	New	Cartridge:
Insert	the	new	cartridge	in	the	same	orientation	as	the	old	one.	Make	sure	it’s	seated	firmly	and	securely.Reassemble	The	Faucet:	Once	the	new	cartridge	is	in	place,	reassemble	the	faucet	by	following	the	steps	outlined	earlier.Test	The	Faucet:	Turn	on	the	water	supply	and	test	the	faucet	for	leaks.	If	there	are	no	leaks,	you’re	good	to	go.	If	the	faucet
is	still	leaking,	there	may	be	another	issue,	and	you	should	consult	a	professional	plumber.Replacing	a	cartridge	is	a	bit	more	complicated	than	replacing	O-rings,	but	it’s	still	a	task	that	can	be	done	by	the	average	homeowner	with	some	patience	and	the	right	tools.7.	Reassembling	The	Faucet.After	replacing	any	faulty	components,	it’s	time	to
reassemble	the	faucet.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow:Reinstall	The	Cartridge:	If	you	have	to	replace	the	cartridge,	insert	the	new	one	in	the	same	orientation	as	the	old	one.	Make	sure	it’s	seated	firmly	and	securely.Install	The	New	O-rings:	If	you	had	to	replace	the	O-rings,	slide	the	new	ones	onto	the	stem	and	position	them	in	place.Reinstall	The
Retaining	Clip:	Place	the	retaining	clip	back	onto	the	cartridge	stem	to	hold	the	cartridge	in	place.Reinstall	The	Handle:	Reattach	the	handle	of	the	faucet	by	screwing	it	back	on.	Make	sure	it’s	tight	but	not	over-tightened.Test	The	Faucet:	Turn	on	the	water	supply	and	test	the	faucet	for	leaks.	Run	both	hot	and	cold	water	for	a	few	minutes	to	make
sure	everything	is	working	properly.If	there	are	no	leaks	and	the	water	flow	is	normal,	congratulations!	You’ve	successfully	fixed	your	leaky	kitchen	faucet.	However,	if	the	faucet	is	still	leaking,	there	may	be	another	issue	that	needs	to	be	addressed.	In	this	case,	it’s	best	to	consult	a	professional	plumber.8.	Turning	The	Water	Supply	Back	On.Now
that	you	have	successfully	reassembled	your	faucet	and	tested	it	for	leaks,	it’s	time	to	turn	the	water	supply	back	on.	Follow	these	steps:Close	The	Faucet:	Make	sure	that	the	faucet	handle	is	turned	off	before	turning	the	water	supply	back	on.Locate	The	Water	Shutoff	Valve:	The	water	shutoff	valve	is	usually	located	under	the	sink.	Turn	it	on	slowly
to	allow	water	to	flow	back	into	the	faucet.Check	For	Leaks:	Once	the	water	supply	is	back	on,	check	for	any	leaks	around	the	faucet.	If	you	notice	any	leaks,	turn	the	water	supply	back	off	and	repeat	the	steps	to	disassemble	and	reassemble	the	faucet.Run	The	Water:	Turn	on	the	faucet	and	let	the	water	run	for	a	few	minutes	to	clear	out	any	air	in
the	system.By	following	these	simple	steps,	you	should	have	a	fully	functioning	kitchen	faucet	without	any	leaks.	Remember,	it’s	important	to	regularly	check	your	faucet	for	any	signs	of	leaks	or	damage	to	prevent	costly	repairs	in	the	future.9.	Testing	The	Faucet.Once	the	water	is	flowing	smoothly,	test	the	faucet	for	leaks.	Turn	the	faucet	on	and	off,
and	check	for	any	signs	of	dripping	or	leaking.	If	the	faucet	is	still	leaking,	you	may	need	to	repeat	some	of	the	previous	steps	to	ensure	that	all	components	are	properly	installed.10.	When	To	Call	A	Professional?While	fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	a	relatively	simple	task,	there	may	be	some	situations	where	you	should	call	a	professional	plumber.	If
you’re	unsure	about	your	ability	to	complete	the	repair,	or	if	you	encounter	any	unexpected	issues	during	the	repair	process,	it’s	always	best	to	call	in	a	professional	to	avoid	causing	further	damage	to	your	faucet	or	plumbing	system.Also	Read	–	How	To	Remove	Kitchen	Faucet	Without	Basin	Wrench?What	Causes	A	Kitchen	Faucet	To	Leak?A	kitchen
faucet	can	leak	for	several	reasons	like	worn-out	O-rings,	damaged	washers,	corroded	valve	seats,	loose	connections,	and	worn-out	cartridges.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	causes:Worn-Out	O-rings:	O-rings	are	small	rubber	gaskets	that	are	used	to	seal	the	connections	between	different	parts	of	the	faucet.	Over	time,	they	can	become	worn	out
and	start	to	leak.Damaged	Washers:	Washers	are	another	component	that	can	wear	out	over	time	and	cause	leaks.	They	are	typically	found	at	the	base	of	the	faucet	and	are	responsible	for	sealing	the	connection	between	the	faucet	and	the	sink.Corroded	Valve	Seat:	The	valve	seat	is	the	connection	point	between	the	faucet	and	the	spout.	If	it	becomes
corroded,	it	can	cause	leaks	around	the	base	of	the	spout.Loose	Connections:	If	any	of	the	connections	between	the	different	parts	of	the	faucet	become	loose,	it	can	cause	leaks.Worn-Out	Cartridge:	The	cartridge	is	a	component	inside	the	faucet	that	controls	the	water	flow.	If	it	becomes	worn	out,	it	can	cause	leaks	or	other	issues	with	the
faucet.“Fixing	a	leaky	faucet	is	a	simple	and	cost-effective	way	to	save	water	and	prevent	further	damage	to	your	kitchen	sink.”	–	The	Family	HandymanAlso	Read	–	6	Pull-Out	Spray	Kitchen	Faucet	ProblemsWhat	Causes	A	Kitchen	Faucet	Leaking	From	Neck?If	your	kitchen	faucet	is	leaking	from	the	neck,	there	are	a	few	possible	causes	like	loose
connections,	damaged	O-rings,	corroded	valve	seats,	and	worn-out	washers.Loose	Connections:	Over	time,	the	connections	between	the	faucet	and	the	sink	can	become	loose,	causing	leaks.	Check	the	connections	and	tighten	them	if	necessary.Damaged	O-Ring:	The	O-ring	is	a	small	rubber	ring	that	seals	the	faucet’s	body	and	neck.	If	the	O-ring	is
damaged	or	worn	out,	water	can	leak	through	the	neck.	To	fix	this,	you’ll	need	to	replace	the	O-ring.Corroded	Valve	Seat:	The	valve	seat	is	the	connection	between	the	faucet	and	the	spout.	If	it	becomes	corroded,	it	can	cause	leaks.	In	this	case,	you’ll	need	to	remove	the	spout	and	replace	the	valve	seat.Worn-Out	Washer:	The	washer	is	a	small	rubber
disc	that	sits	inside	the	faucet	and	controls	the	flow	of	water.	If	it	becomes	worn	out	or	damaged,	it	can	cause	leaks.	To	fix	this,	you’ll	need	to	replace	the	washer.To	fix	a	kitchen	faucet	leaking	from	the	neck,	you’ll	need	to	take	the	following	steps:Turn	Off	The	Water	Supply:	Locate	the	valves	under	the	sink	and	turn	off	the	water	supply	by	turning	the
valve	handle	clockwise.Disassemble	The	Faucet:	Carefully	disassemble	the	faucet	by	removing	the	spout	and	any	other	components.Inspect	The	Components:	Check	the	O-ring,	valve	seat,	and	washer	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	If	any	of	these	parts	are	damaged,	they	will	need	to	be	replaced.Replace	The	Damaged	Parts:	Replace	the	damaged	parts
with	new	ones	of	the	same	size	and	style.	Be	sure	to	use	the	correct	parts	for	your	faucet	model.Reassemble	The	Faucet:	Reassemble	the	faucet	in	the	reverse	order	of	the	disassembly.	Make	sure	all	the	parts	are	snug	but	not	overly	tightened.Turn	On	The	Water	Supply:	Turn	the	valves	under	the	sink	counterclockwise	to	turn	the	water	supply	back
on.Test	The	Faucet:	Turn	on	the	faucet	and	check	for	leaks.	If	the	faucet	is	still	leaking,	you	may	need	to	tighten	the	connections	a	little	more	or	repeat	the	process	with	new	parts.Also	Read	–	How	To	Remove	Handle	From	Faucet?Why	Is	My	Faucet	Leaking	From	The	Base	And	Under	The	Sink?If	your	kitchen	faucet	is	leaking	from	the	base	and	under
the	sink,	there	could	be	several	possible	causes.	1.	One	Common	Cause	Is	A	Loose	Or	Worn-Out	Mounting	Nut:	Over	time,	the	mounting	nut	that	secures	the	faucet	to	the	sink	can	become	loose,	allowing	water	to	leak	out	from	the	base	of	the	faucet.	In	addition,	the	mounting	nut	can	also	become	worn	out	or	damaged,	which	can	also	cause	leaks.	2.
Another	Possible	Cause	Of	A	Faucet	Leaking	From	The	Base	And	Under	The	Sink	Is	A	Damaged	O-Ring.	O-rings	are	small	rubber	rings	that	are	used	to	create	a	watertight	seal	between	the	various	components	of	the	faucet.	If	the	O-ring	becomes	damaged	or	worn	out,	it	can	cause	water	to	leak	out	from	the	base	of	the	faucet.	3.	Finally,	A	Damaged	Or
Worn-Out	Cartridge	Can	Also	Cause	A	Kitchen	Faucet	To	Leak	From	The	Base	And	Under	The	Sink.	The	cartridge	is	part	of	the	faucet	that	controls	the	flow	of	water.	And	if	it	becomes	damaged	or	worn	out,	it	can	cause	water	to	leak	out	from	the	base	of	the	faucet.“Learning	how	to	fix	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	a	handy	skill	that	can	save	you	time	and
money	in	the	long	run.”	–	Bob	VilaTo	fix	a	kitchen	faucet	that	is	leaking	from	the	base	and	under	the	sink:	You	will	need	to	first	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Next,	you	will	need	to	disassemble	the	faucet	and	inspect	the	various	components	for	damage	or	wear.	Depending	on	the	cause	of	the	leak,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	mounting	nut,
O-ring,	or	cartridge.	Once	you	have	replaced	the	damaged	component,	you	can	reassemble	the	faucet	and	turn	the	water	supply	back	on.Also	Read	–	Tighten	A	Loose	Moen	Single	Handle	Kitchen	Faucet	&	BaseWhat	Causes	A	Faucet	To	Drip?A	faucet	can	drip	due	to	several	reasons,	including	worn-out	parts,	loose	or	damaged	washers,	damaged	valve
seats,	and	corroded	pipes.	Over	time,	the	parts	inside	the	faucet	can	wear	out	or	become	damaged,	causing	water	to	leak	through	the	faucet.	The	washer,	which	is	responsible	for	creating	a	seal	to	prevent	water	from	leaking,	can	become	loose	or	damaged,	causing	water	to	drip	through	the	spout.	Also,	the	valve	seat,	which	connects	the	faucet	to	the
spout,	can	become	damaged	due	to	mineral	deposits	or	corrosion,	allowing	water	to	leak	through.	Corroded	pipes	can	also	cause	a	faucet	to	drip,	as	the	corrosion	can	damage	the	seals	and	cause	water	to	leak	through	the	faucet.	It	is	important	to	address	a	dripping	faucet	promptly	to	prevent	water	waste	and	potential	damage	to	your	plumbing
system.What	Are	The	Three	Most	Common	Causes	Of	Leaky	Dripping	Faucets?The	three	most	common	causes	of	leaky	dripping	faucets	are	worn-out	washers,	worn-out	O-rings,	and	corroded	valve	seats.Worn-Out	Washers:	The	washer	is	a	small	rubber	gasket	located	at	the	base	of	the	faucet	that	seals	the	connection	between	the	faucet	and	the	sink.
Over	time,	the	washer	can	become	worn	out	or	damaged,	which	can	cause	leaks	and	dripping.Worn-Out	O-rings:	O-rings	are	small	rubber	gaskets	used	to	seal	the	connections	between	different	parts	of	the	faucet.	If	they	become	worn	out,	they	can	cause	leaks	and	dripping.Corroded	Valve	Seat:	The	valve	seat	is	the	connection	point	between	the
faucet	and	the	spout.	If	it	becomes	corroded,	it	can	cause	leaks	and	dripping	around	the	base	of	the	spout.By	identifying	the	cause	of	the	leak,	you	can	determine	the	best	way	to	fix	it	and	prevent	it	from	happening	again	in	the	future.	In	most	cases,	replacing	the	worn-out	washers	or	O-rings,	or	cleaning	or	replacing	the	valve	seat	can	fix	the
problem.How	Do	You	Fix	A	Leaky	Kitchen	Faucet	With	Two	Handles?Fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	with	two	handles	is	generally	a	straightforward	process.	Here	are	the	steps	you	can	follow:Turn	Off	The	Water	Supply:	Locate	the	valves	under	the	sink	and	turn	off	the	water	supply	by	turning	the	valve	handle	clockwise.Remove	The	Handles:	Use	a
screwdriver	to	remove	the	screw	that	holds	the	handles	in	place.	Gently	lift	the	handles	off	the	faucet.Remove	The	Nuts	And	Bolts:	Use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	loosen	and	remove	the	nuts	and	bolts	that	secure	the	faucet	to	the	sink.Disassemble	The	Faucet:	Carefully	disassemble	the	faucet	by	removing	the	spout	and	any	other	components.Inspect
The	Components:	Check	the	washer,	O-ring,	and	valve	seat	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	If	any	of	these	parts	are	damaged,	they	will	need	to	be	replaced.Replace	The	Damaged	Parts:	Replace	the	damaged	parts	with	new	ones	of	the	same	size	and	style.	Be	sure	to	use	the	correct	parts	for	your	faucet	model.Reassemble	The	Faucet:	Reassemble	the	faucet
in	the	reverse	order	of	the	disassembly.	Make	sure	all	the	parts	are	snug	but	not	overly	tightened.Turn	On	The	Water	Supply:	Turn	the	valves	under	the	sink	counterclockwise	to	turn	the	water	supply	back	on.Test	The	Faucet:	Turn	on	the	faucet	and	check	for	leaks.	If	the	faucet	is	still	leaking,	you	may	need	to	tighten	the	nuts	and	bolts	a	little
more.How	To	Fix	Leaky	Kitchen	Faucet	Single	Handle?A	leaky	kitchen	faucet	with	a	single	handle	is	a	common	plumbing	problem	that	can	be	fixed	with	some	basic	tools	and	a	little	know-how.	Here	are	the	steps	to	fix	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	with	a	single	handle:Turn	Off	The	Water	Supply:	Before	you	start	fixing	the	faucet,	turn	off	the	water	supply	to
the	faucet.	You	can	do	this	by	turning	off	the	shut-off	valve	located	under	the	sink.Remove	The	Handle:	Use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	the	screw	that	holds	the	handle	in	place.	Once	the	screw	is	removed,	gently	pull	the	handle	off	the	faucet.Remove	The	Cartridge:	Use	a	pair	of	pliers	to	remove	the	cartridge.	The	cartridge	is	the	part	of	the	faucet	that
controls	the	flow	of	water.	Once	the	cartridge	is	removed,	inspect	it	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	wear.Replace	The	Cartridge:	If	the	cartridge	is	damaged	or	worn,	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Make	sure	the	replacement	cartridge	is	the	same	size	and	model	as	the	original.Reassemble	The	Faucet:	Once	the	new	cartridge	is	in	place,	reassemble	the	faucet
in	the	reverse	order	you	disassembled	it.Turn	On	The	Water	Supply:	Turn	the	water	supply	back	on	and	test	the	faucet	for	leaks.	If	there	are	no	leaks,	your	faucet	is	fixed.Also	Read	–	How	To	Remove	Flow	Restrictor	From	The	Kitchen	Faucet?How	To	Prevent	Future	Leaks?Once	you	have	fixed	your	leaky	kitchen	faucet,	it’s	important	to	take	steps	to
prevent	future	leaks	from	occurring.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	keep	your	faucet	in	good	condition:Regularly	inspect	your	faucet	for	any	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	Replace	any	damaged	parts,	such	as	O-rings	or	cartridges,	before	they	cause	a	leak.Be	gentle	when	using	your	faucet.	Don’t	force	the	handle	or	yank	on	the	spout.	This	can	cause	damage	to
the	internal	components	and	lead	to	leaks.Harsh	chemicals,	such	as	drain	cleaners,	can	damage	the	internal	components	of	your	faucet.	Use	gentle,	non-toxic	cleaners	to	clean	your	faucet	instead.If	you	are	unsure	of	how	to	fix	a	leaky	faucet	or	if	you	have	tried	to	fix	it	yourself	and	it	still	leaks,	consider	hiring	a	professional	plumber.	They	can	ensure
that	your	faucet	is	properly	installed	and	functioning.Final	Thoughts:	How	To	Fix	A	Leaky	Kitchen	Faucet?Fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	a	task	that	can	be	completed	by	most	homeowners	with	basic	tools	and	some	knowledge	of	plumbing.	By	following	the	steps	outlined	in	this	guide,	you	can	diagnose	the	cause	of	the	leak,	replace	any	damaged
components,	and	restore	your	faucet	to	full	working	order.	With	proper	maintenance,	you	can	prevent	future	leaks	and	extend	the	life	of	your	kitchen	faucet.Also	Read	–	How	To	Clean	Plastic	Kitchen	Sink?FAQs	(Frequently	Asked	Questions).If	your	faucet	drips	after	you	turn	it	off,	it	may	be	due	to	a	worn-out	washer,	loose	parts,	or	a	damaged	valve
seat.	It	is	best	to	address	the	issue	promptly	to	prevent	water	waste	and	potential	damage	to	your	plumbing	system.You	can	temporarily	stop	a	leaky	faucet	by	turning	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet	or	placing	a	bucket	under	the	faucet	to	catch	the	water.To	fix	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet,	you’ll	need	a	few	basic	tools	including	an	adjustable	wrench,
pliers,	a	screwdriver,	an	Allen	wrench,	and	a	cartridge	puller.	Some	models	may	require	additional	tools	such	as	a	basin	wrench	or	a	faucet	seat	wrench.If	your	kitchen	faucet	is	leaking	from	the	base	of	the	spout,	you	likely	need	to	replace	the	O-rings.	If	it’s	leaking	from	the	handle,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	cartridge.	If	you’re	unsure	which
component	is	causing	the	leak,	try	replacing	the	O-rings	first	as	they	are	typically	easier	and	less	expensive	to	replace.Fixing	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	is	a	relatively	simple	task	that	can	be	completed	by	most	homeowners	with	basic	tools	and	some	knowledge	of	plumbing.	However,	if	you’re	unsure	about	your	ability	to	complete	the	repair,	it’s	always
best	to	call	in	a	professional	to	avoid	causing	further	damage.The	time	required	to	fix	a	leaky	kitchen	faucet	can	vary	depending	on	the	cause	of	the	leak	and	the	extent	of	the	damage.	In	general,	a	simple	repair	such	as	replacing	the	O-rings	or	tightening	a	loose	connection	can	be	completed	in	under	an	hour.More	complex	repairs,	such	as	replacing	a
damaged	cartridge,	may	take	several	hours.Katrina	Smith	is	a	seasoned	expert	with	over	25	years	of	experience	in	all	things	related	to	cooking	and	the	kitchen.	As	an	avid	cook	and	kitchen	enthusiast,	she	is	passionate	about	sharing	her	knowledge	and	expertise	on	cookware,	kitchen	appliances,	kitchen	tips,	and	kitchen	staples.Through	her	articles
and	reviews,	Katrina	aims	to	inspire	and	help	others	improve	their	cooking	skills,	experiment	with	different	ingredients,	and	invest	in	quality	cookware	and	appliances.	Skip	to	main	content	Fix	a	dripping	kitchen	faucet	with	replacement	parts.	Time	Complexity	Cost	You	can	fix	almost	any	drippy	single-lever	kitchen	faucet	in	about	an	hour.	We'll	show
you	how.	The	repair	is	a	lot	easier	than	you	might	think,	even	for	a	plumbing	novice.	Replacing	kitchen	faucet	or	repairing	it	yourself	may	seem	daunting,	but	once	you	learn	the	basics,	modern	faucets	are	fairly	easy	to	repair.	In	fact,	the	hardest	step	to	fix	a	leaky	faucet	or	a	leaking	sink	sprayer	is	usually	finding	the	right	replacement	parts.	In	this
article,	we’ll	tell	you	how	to	find	replacement	parts	and	show	you	how	to	stop	spout	drips	on	the	three	main	types	of	single-lever	faucets:	rotary	ball,	cartridge	and	ceramic	disc.	We’re	showing	kitchen	faucets	and	kitchen	faucet	repair	for	a	dripping	faucet,	but	you	can	fix	most	single-lever	bathroom	faucets	using	the	same	procedures.	We’ll	also	show
you	how	to	stop	leaks	around	the	base	of	the	spout	and	fix	leaking	faucets.	The	tools	you’ll	need	for	this	how-to	fix	a	leaky	faucet	project	vary	a	little	depending	on	the	faucet	you’re	repairing.	You’ll	probably	need	an	Allen	wrench	to	remove	the	handle.	Buy	a	set	of	small	Allen	wrenches	and	you’ll	be	prepared	for	all	kinds	of	leaking	faucets.	Most
repairs	also	require	screwdrivers	and	a	pair	of	large	slip-joint	pliers.	Editors	Tip:	Choosing	the	right	faucet	can	be	a	task.	Check	these	tips	for	choosing	the	right	sink	faucets!	Faucet	repair	kitO-ring	seals	The	diagram	below	shows	the	parts	and	assembly	of	a	rotary	ball	faucet.	Note:	We	recommend	that	you	buy	a	repair	kit	that	includes	the	ball,
springs,	seats	and	O-rings	for	the	spout,	as	well	as	a	small	repair	tool.	With	this	kit,	you’ll	be	prepared	for	almost	any	repair.	Then	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	dripping	faucet.	Lift	the	handle	and	pry	off	the	decorative	cover	to	expose	the	Allen	screw.	Turn	the	screw	counterclockwise	until	it’s	loose	enough	to	lift	the	handle	up	from	the	stem.	Note:
If	water	is	leaking	out	around	the	base	of	the	faucet	handle,	you	may	be	able	to	fix	the	leak	by	removing	the	handle	and	simply	tightening	the	adjusting	ring	slightly.	Turn	it	clockwise	with	the	spanner	tool	included	in	the	repair	kit.	If	the	faucet	drips	from	the	end	of	the	spout,	replace	the	seats	and	springs.	Complete	DIY	projects	like	a	pro!	Sign	up	for
our	newsletter!	Do	It	Right,	Do	It	Yourself!	Remove	the	Cap	Unscrew	the	cap	by	turning	it	counterclockwise	with	a	slip-joint	pliers.	Remove	the	Rotary	Ball	Lift	off	the	plastic	cam	and	packing.	Lift	out	the	ball	and	inspect	it.	Replace	the	ball	if	it’s	scratched,	cracked	or	visibly	worn.	Remove	and	Replace	the	Seats	and	Springs	Lift	out	the	two	rubber
seats	and	springs	with	a	screwdriver.	Drop	the	new	springs	in	the	recesses	and	press	the	new	rubber	seats	over	the	top	with	your	fingertip.	Align	the	groove	in	the	ball	with	the	pin	in	the	socket	and	drop	the	ball	in.	Align	the	lug	on	the	plastic	cam	with	the	notch	in	the	valve	body	and	set	it	over	the	ball.	Thread	on	the	cap	with	the	adjusting	ring	and
tighten	it	with	the	slip-joint	pliers.	Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	leaks.	Pro	tip:	If	water	leaks	from	around	the	ball	stem,	use	the	spanner	tool	to	tighten	the	adjusting	ring	until	the	leak	stops.	Replace	the	leaking	faucet	handle	and	you’re	done.	Before	you	start,	examine	the	dripping	faucet	closely	to	determine	where	the	water	is	coming	from.	Leaks
around	the	base	of	the	spout	require	a	different	repair	than	a	drip	from	the	end	of	the	spout.	Then	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	dripping	faucet.	You’ll	probably	find	shutoff	valves	under	the	sink.	If	those	valves	don’t	work	or	if	you	don’t	have	any,	you’ll	have	to	close	the	main	water	valve	to	your	entire	home.	After	you	turn	off	the	water,	open	the
faucet	in	the	center	position	to	relieve	water	pressure	and	make	sure	the	water	is	shut	off.	Finally,	cover	the	sink	drain	holes	with	strainer	baskets	or	rags	to	avoid	losing	small	parts	down	the	drain.	Pay	close	attention	to	the	order	and	orientation	of	parts	as	you	remove	them.	A	digital	camera	or	video	camera	is	handy	for	recording	each	step	in	case
you	forget.	For	easier	reassembly,	set	the	parts	aside	in	the	order	they	were	removed.	When	all	the	parts	are	out,	inspect	the	interior	of	the	valve	for	bits	of	deteriorated	gaskets	or	mineral	deposits.	Use	a	cloth	or	fine	nylon	abrasive	pad	to	clean	the	surface.	Loosen	mineral	deposits	by	soaking	them	in	vinegar.	Slow	water	flow	can	be	caused	by
plugged	holes	in	the	faucet	body.	Use	a	small	screwdriver	or	penknife	to	clean	them	out.	Before	you	replace	worn	parts	and	reassemble	the	faucet,	hold	a	rag	over	the	dripping	faucet	and	open	the	water	shutoff	valve	slightly	to	flush	out	debris	that	may	have	been	loosened	during	the	cleaning	and	inspection.	After	the	faucet	is	reassembled,	open	the
faucet	to	the	middle	position	and	gradually	open	the	shutoff	valves	to	turn	on	the	water.	Leave	the	faucet	open	until	water	flows	freely	and	all	the	air	is	out	of	the	pipes.	If	the	water	flow	through	the	faucet	is	slow,	the	aerator	may	be	plugged.	Unscrew	the	aerator	and	clean	it	out.	Take	the	Old	Parts	to	the	Store	to	Find	Replacements	You’ll	often	find
the	brand	name	stamped	on	the	faucet.	And	this	information	will	help	when	it	comes	time	to	find	repair	parts.	But	in	most	cases,	the	safest	bet	is	to	take	the	worn	parts	to	the	store	with	you.	If	you	have	a	Delta	or	other	rotary	ball	faucet,	you’re	in	luck	because	you’ll	find	repair	kits	in	most	hardware	stores	and	home	centers.	Cartridges	and	repair	kits
for	Moen	“cartridge	type”	faucets	are	also	readily	available.	But	if	you	have	another	brand	or	a	disc-type	faucet,	you	may	have	to	order	parts,	since	there	are	too	many	variations	for	most	stores	to	keep	in	stock.	It	helps	to	know	the	faucet’s	model	name	or	number	when	searching	for	a	replacement	cartridge.	Otherwise,	take	the	cartridge	with	you	to
the	store	so	you	can	match	it	to	a	photo	in	the	parts	catalog.	Plumbing	supply	specialists	are	also	a	good	source	of	repair	parts.	If	you’re	having	trouble	finding	parts,	call	the	manufacturer	of	your	faucet	for	help.	Cartridge-Style	Faucet	Anatomy	Cartridge-style	faucet	parts	and	assembly.	Remove	the	Allen	Screw	Gently	pry	off	the	handle	cap	with	a
knife.	Turn	the	Allen	screw	counterclockwise	to	remove	it	and	lift	off	the	handle.	Remove	the	Metal	Handle	Adapter	Unscrew	the	dome	assembly	under	the	handle.	Unscrew	the	metal	handle	adapter	and	lift	it	off.	Lift	off	the	plastic	pivot	stop.	Take	Out	the	Retainer	Nut	Remove	the	retainer	nut	by	turning	it	counterclockwise	with	large	slip-joint	pliers.
Remove	the	Retainer	Clip	Pry	out	the	brass	retainer	clip	with	the	tip	of	a	screwdriver.	Grab	the	clip	with	pliers	and	pull	it	the	rest	of	the	way	out	to	avoid	losing	it.	Twist	Loose	the	Cartridge	Loosen	the	cartridge	by	slipping	the	plastic	spanner	cap	(included	with	the	new	cartridge)	over	the	cartridge	and	twisting	it	back	and	forth.	Replace	Worn	Parts
and	Reassemble	the	Faucet	Grab	the	cartridge	stem	with	pliers	and	pull	it	straight	up	and	out.	Replace	worn	parts.	Reassemble	the	Faucet	Reassemble	the	faucet	in	the	reverse	order.	Pull	the	stem	up	before	inserting	the	cartridge.	Note:	You	may	have	to	twist	the	cartridge	slightly	to	line	it	up	for	the	brass	retainer	clip.	Use	the	plastic	spanner	cap	or
the	tips	of	needle-nose	pliers	to	rotate	the	cartridge.	Slide	the	brass	clip	into	the	slots	in	the	valve	body	to	hold	the	cartridge	in	place.	Look	for	the	small	notch	on	top	of	the	stem	and	rotate	the	stem	until	the	notch	faces	you.	Install	the	remaining	parts	and	reattach	the	handle.	Note:	The	directions	that	come	with	the	stem	will	help	orient	you	here.	Test
the	faucet.	Note:	If	the	hot	and	cold	water	are	reversed,	simply	remove	the	handle,	dome	assembly	and	handle	adapter	and	rotate	the	stem	180	degrees.	Many	faucet	brands	use	a	cartridge	of	some	type.	Here	we	show	how	to	replace	a	Moen	cartridge,	but	the	process	is	similar	for	other	brands.	To	stop	drips	at	the	spout	or	correct	problems	with	hot
and	cold	mixing,	remove	the	cartridge	and	either	replace	the	O-rings	on	the	cartridge	if	they’re	worn	or	replace	the	entire	cartridge.	Take	the	cartridge	to	the	home	center	or	hardware	store	to	find	a	replacement.	Replacement	cartridges	for	Moen	faucets	include	a	plastic	spanner	cap	that	allows	you	to	twist	and	loosen	the	cartridge	to	make	it	easier
to	pull	out.	Don’t	be	surprised	if	the	cartridge	seems	stuck.	It	may	take	considerable	force	to	pull	it	out.	Really	stubborn	cartridges	may	require	the	use	of	a	special	cartridge-pulling	tool.	Ceramic	Disc	Faucet	Anatomy	Parts	and	assembly	of	ceramic	disc	faucets.	Unscrew	the	Handle	Pry	off	the	decorative	screw	cover	with	your	fingernail	or	the	tip	of	a
knife.	Unscrew	the	handle	screw	by	turning	it	counterclockwise	with	an	Allen	wrench.	Lift	off	the	handle.	Unscrew	or	unclip	the	cap.	Remove	the	Disc	Cartridge	Remove	the	screws	that	hold	the	disc	cartridge	to	the	faucet	body	and	lift	out	the	cartridge.	Replace	the	Seals	in	the	Cartridge	Inspect	the	cartridge	for	mineral	buildup	and	carefully	clean	it
out.	Then	replace	the	rubber	seals	on	the	underside.	Replace	the	O-Ring	Seals	Lift	out	the	plastic	disc	(on	some	faucets)	and	replace	the	O-rings	under	it.	Inspect	the	holes	in	the	faucet	body	and	clean	them	out	if	they’re	clogged.	Ceramic	disc	valves	are	simply	another	type	of	cartridge.	Discs	inside	the	cartridge	control	the	water	flow.	This	type	of
valve	is	sturdy	and	reliable	and	rarely	needs	fixing.	In	fact,	many	manufacturers	offer	a	lifetime	guarantee	on	the	cartridge.	If	yours	is	damaged,	check	with	the	manufacturer	to	see	if	it’s	covered	by	a	warranty.	Leaks	can	result	from	faulty	rubber	seals	or	a	cracked	disc	inside	the	cartridge.	Since	it’s	difficult	to	spot	a	cracked	disc,	and	disc	cartridge
replacements	are	very	expensive,	it’s	best	to	start	by	replacing	the	seals	and	reassembling	the	faucet.	Then	if	the	faucet	still	leaks,	remove	the	disc	cartridge	and	take	it	to	the	store	to	order	a	replacement.	Early	versions	of	ceramic	disc	faucets	may	be	more	fragile	and	can	crack	if	subjected	to	a	blast	of	pressurized	air.	That’s	why	it’s	important	to
leave	the	faucet	open	as	you	turn	the	water	back	on.	This	allows	air	trapped	in	the	lines	to	escape.	When	the	water	runs	smoothly,	it’s	safe	to	turn	the	faucet	off.	Manufacturers	have	improved	the	strength	of	ceramic	discs	on	newer	faucets	to	withstand	air	blasts,	as	well	as	abrasive	debris	that	may	get	dislodged	from	the	inside	of	pipes.	Remove	the
handle	and	cartridge.	Twist	and	pull	up	on	the	spout	to	remove	it	and	expose	the	O-ring	seals.	Pro	tip:	The	diverter	valve	controls	water	to	the	sprayer.	Their	appearance	varies	considerably	among	brands,	but	you’ll	usually	find	them	under	the	spout.	If	your	sprayer	isn’t	working	properly,	first	clean	it	in	vinegar	or	simply	replace	it.	If	this	doesn’t
work,	the	diverter	valve	may	be	clogged.	If	it	doesn’t	simply	pull	out,	contact	the	manufacturer	or	ask	a	knowledgeable	salesperson	for	help	with	cleaning	it.	Replace	the	O-Rings	Slip	the	tip	of	a	screwdriver	under	the	O-rings	to	slide	them	out	of	the	groove.	Install	the	new	O-rings	and	lubricate	them	with	plumber’s	grease.	Reinstall	the	spout.	Leaks
around	the	base	of	the	spout	are	caused	by	worn	O-rings	located	under	the	spout.	All	that’s	usually	required	to	access	these	O-rings	for	replacement	is	to	wiggle	and	pull	up	on	the	spout	to	remove	it.	Depending	on	the	dripping	faucet,	you’ll	also	have	to	remove	the	handle	and	other	parts	to	access	the	spout.	Be	persistent.	The	spout	may	be	a	little
stubborn.	Spout	O-ring	kits	are	available	for	many	faucets,	or	you	can	take	the	old	O-rings	to	the	hardware	store	or	plumbing	supply	store	and	match	them	up	with	new	ones.	Remember	to	pick	up	a	small	toothpaste-type	tube	of	plumber’s	grease	while	you’re	there.	Additional	Information	1	Locate	the	leak.	Before	you	begin,	inspect	the	faucet	to	figure
out	where	the	leak	is.	Leaks	almost	always	emanate	from	either	the	faucet’s	base	or	the	spout.	Knowing	where	the	leak	is	will	help	you	determine	what	parts	are	responsible	for	the	leak.	2	Turn	the	faucet’s	water	supply	off.	Look	under	your	sink	first.	You	may	see	a	pair	of	valves	you	can	turn	clockwise	to	stop	water	from	flowing	into	the	faucet.	If	the
valves	aren’t	there,	turn	off	the	main	water	line.[1]	It	is	usually	indoors,	in	the	basement,	next	to	the	water	meter.[2]	Advertisement	3	Turn	the	faucet	on	to	relieve	the	water	pressure.	Before	taking	apart	the	faucet,	check	to	see	that	the	water	supply	has	been	turned	off.	Let	the	water	flow	out	of	the	faucet	until	it	stops.	Any	built-up	pressure	will	also
drain	away.[3]	4	Cover	the	sink	hole	with	a	strainer	to	catch	small	parts.	It’s	no	fun	to	drop	a	small	but	important	piece	down	the	sink.	To	save	yourself	additional	work,	place	the	sink’s	strainer	baskets	over	the	drain.	If	you	don’t	have	strainers,	cover	the	drains	with	rags	or	towels.	5	Label	and	take	pictures	of	the	faucet	as	you	remove	parts.	After
fixing	the	faucet,	you	will	have	to	return	the	parts	in	the	proper	order.	To	remember	this	order,	keep	a	camera	nearby	to	record	your	work.	Also,	keep	the	parts	separated	and	ordered	so	you	know	when	you	need	each	piece.	6	Pour	some	vinegar	into	a	container	to	clean	faucet	parts.	You	will	most	likely	notice	mineral	buildup	on	some	of	the	parts.
Soak	the	parts	in	vinegar	for	a	couple	of	minutes	first	to	soften	the	buildup,	then	scrub	them	off	with	a	microfiber	cloth	or	a	nylon	abrasive	pad.[4]	A	screwdriver	can	also	be	helpful	for	scraping	away	debris	inside	the	faucet’s	parts.	Advertisement	1	Use	an	Allen	wrench	to	remove	the	handle.	Lift	the	handle	and	look	for	a	small	hole	underneath	it,	near
the	faucet's	stem.	Use	the	Allen	wrench	to	turn	the	screw	counterclockwise	until	you	can	lift	the	handle	off	of	the	faucet.[5]	2	Tighten	the	adjusting	ring	to	fix	leaks	in	the	handle’s	base.	Grip	the	top	of	the	metal	cap	with	a	spanner	tool.	Turn	the	cap	clockwise	to	tighten	the	white,	plastic	ring	inside	of	it.	If	your	leak	was	at	the	handle’s	base,	this	may
be	enough	to	repair	it.	Replace	the	handle	and	turn	on	the	water	to	test	it.[6]	A	spanner	tool	is	typically	included	in	the	repair	kits	available	for	this	type	of	faucet.	Otherwise,	visit	a	home	improvement	store.	3	Remove	the	cap	by	turning	it	counterclockwise.	Using	a	pair	of	slip-joint	pliers,	grip	the	top	end	of	the	metal	cap.	Rotate	it	counterclockwise	to
loosen	it.	Set	aside	the	cap,	then	remove	the	2	plastic	rings	inside	the	faucet	to	expose	the	ball.	4	Take	out	the	metal	ball	and	replace	it	if	it’s	damaged.	Pick	up	the	ball	and	look	it	over	to	make	sure	it	isn’t	worn	or	cracked.	If	it	is,	replace	it	with	a	new	ball	purchased	from	a	hardware	store	or	taken	from	a	repair	kit.[7]	5	Replace	the	rubber	rings	and
springs	under	the	ball.	Put	the	head	of	screwdriver	through	the	rings	and	springs	to	help	lift	them	out	of	the	faucet.	Place	the	new	springs	in	the	holes	in	the	faucet,	then	drop	new	rubber	seats	on	top	of	them.	Press	them	down	with	your	finger	to	set	them	in	place.	6	Reassemble	the	faucet.	Place	the	metal	ball	on	the	rubber	pieces,	matching	the	ball’s
groove	to	the	one	in	the	faucet.	Put	the	2	plastic	rings	back	in	place	next.	Then	put	the	metal	cap	back	in	place	and	tighten	it	with	pliers.	Finally,	screw	the	handle	back	onto	the	faucet	with	the	Allen	wrench.[8]	Advertisement	1	Pry	the	handle’s	cap	off	with	a	knife.	The	cap	will	be	on	top	of	the	faucet	handle.	Hold	the	knife	flat	and	stick	the	blade
under	the	cap.	Gently	lift	it	up	to	expose	the	Allen	screw.	2	Use	an	Allen	wrench	to	remove	the	handle.	Turn	the	screw	counterclockwise	to	loosen	the	handle.	Lift	it	off	the	stem	and	set	it	aside.	3	Remove	the	dome	assembly	by	hand.	Underneath	the	handle,	you	will	see	a	metal	cap.	Twist	it	counterclockwise	by	hand	to	remove	it.	If	it’s	stuck	in	place,
use	pliers	to	unscrew	it.	4	Unscrew	the	metal	handle	adapter	with	a	Phillips	screwdriver.	Hold	the	screwdriver	vertically	and	lower	the	tip	into	the	metal	adapter.	The	screw	is	on	the	bottom.	Twist	it	counterclockwise	to	remove	it,	then	set	aside	the	metal	adapter	as	well	as	the	plastic	piece	underneath	it.[9]	5	Use	pliers	to	remove	the	retainer	nut.	You
should	see	the	top	end	of	the	cartridge	now,	most	likely	copper-colored.	Grip	the	black,	plastic	piece	around	it	with	pliers.	Turn	it	counterclockwise	until	it’s	loose	enough	to	lift	off	the	faucet.[10]	6	Lift	the	retainer	clip	with	pliers.	The	clip	is	the	copper-colored,	horseshoe-shaped	piece	of	metal.	Use	a	screwdriver	to	lift	it	up	so	that	you	can	grab	onto	it
with	the	pliers.	Pull	it	horizontally,	away	from	the	cartridge,	to	remove	it.[11]	7	Twist	the	cartridge	with	pliers	to	remove	it.	Replacement	cartridges	come	with	a	plastic	cap	that	you	need	to	place	on	top	of	the	old	cartridge	first.	Use	your	pliers	to	twist	the	cartridge	back	and	forth	as	much	as	possible	until	it’s	loose	enough	to	be	removed.	Cartridges
can	be	pretty	tough,	so	expect	to	have	to	apply	some	force.[12]	If	the	cartridge	is	still	stuck,	find	a	cartridge-removing	tool	at	the	hardware	store.	8	Place	the	new	cartridge	in	the	faucet.	Hold	the	top	end	of	the	cartridge	with	your	pliers.	Lower	the	cartridge	into	the	faucet,	then	twist	it	so	the	notch	on	top	faces	you.	Replace	the	brass	clip,	followed	by
the	remaining	parts.	Then	test	the	faucet.[13]	If	the	hot	and	cold	water	flows	are	reversed,	turn	the	cartridge	around.	To	ensure	that	the	faucet	lasts	longer,	replace	any	worn	or	damaged	parts.	Take	them	to	the	home	improvement	or	hardware	store	to	get	the	correct	replacement.	Advertisement	1	Remove	the	screw	cover	with	knife.	On	ceramic	disc
faucets,	the	screw	cover	is	near	the	bottom	of	the	handle.	Lift	the	handle	up	and	you	will	see	it.	Slip	the	end	of	a	knife	behind	it	and	gently	pry	it	off.	2	Use	an	Allen	wrench	to	remove	the	handle.	Stick	the	Allen	wrench	into	the	hole	under	the	screw	cover.	Turn	the	screw	counterclockwise	to	loosen	and	remove	the	handle.	3	Twist	off	the	metal	cap	with
pliers.	Underneath	the	handle,	you	will	find	a	metal	cap.	Wrap	the	pliers	around	the	top	end	and	twist	the	cap	counterclockwise	to	remove	it.[14]	4	Use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	the	disc	cartridge.	Next,	you	will	see	the	disc	cartridge	plastic	cover.	Look	for	3	holes	around	the	outside	edge.	Use	a	Phillips	screwdriver	to	turn	the	screws	counterclockwise
and	remove	them.	Lift	the	disc	cartridge	out	of	the	faucet	afterwards.[15]	5	Replace	the	rubber	seals	in	the	cartridge.	Flip	over	the	cartridge	to	find	the	rubber	seals.	They	may	look	worn	or	broken.	Bring	the	rings	into	a	home	improvement	or	hardware	store	to	find	replacements,	then	insert	them	into	the	holes	under	the	cartridge.[16]	If	the	rubber
seals	are	dirty	but	not	broken,	try	scrubbing	them	with	a	microfiber	cloth	or	soaking	them	in	vinegar	to	clean	them.	Ceramic	disc	faucets	are	designed	to	last	a	long	time,	so	they	usually	come	with	a	long	warranty.	Check	your	owner’s	manual,	if	you	have	it,	and	you	may	be	able	to	get	the	faucet	repaired	at	no	cost.	6	Replace	the	o-rings	on	the	plastic
disc.	The	last	part	in	the	faucet	is	a	plastic	ring.	Use	a	screwdriver	to	lift	it	and	find	the	rings	underneath	it.	Replace	the	rings	if	they	look	damaged	by	fitting	new	ones	into	the	disc’s	holes.	7	Clean	the	holes	in	the	faucet	with	vinegar.	Check	the	holes	in	the	faucet’s	base	for	any	signs	of	mineral	buildup.	Dampen	a	microfiber	cloth	with	vinegar,	then
scrub	the	holes	to	clean	them.[17]	8	Reassemble	the	faucet.	This	shouldn’t	be	too	difficult	if	you	remember	the	correct	order	for	the	pieces.	Replace	the	plastic	disc	first,	followed	by	the	cartridge,	the	cap,	and	then	the	handle.	Remember	to	screw	the	cartridge	and	handle	in	place.	If	the	faucet	still	leaks,	the	cartridge	may	be	cracked.	Take	it	to	the
hardware	store	to	order	a	replacement.	Remember	to	check	your	warranty	to	avoid	paying	for	this	expensive	part.	Advertisement	1	Twist	the	handle	to	remove	it.	Spout	faucets	don’t	have	screws.	The	handle	fits	loosely	over	the	faucet’s	stem,	so	it’s	very	easy	to	remove	by	hand.	Twist	it	back	and	forth	to	pull	it	off.[18]	2	Remove	the	o-rings	to	fix	a
base	leak.	The	o-rings	are	the	black	bands	over	the	outside	of	the	spout.	Slip	the	head	of	a	screwdriver	under	them	to	help	lift	them	off	the	faucet.	Bring	them	to	a	plumber’s	supply	store	or	hardware	store	to	find	new	ones.[19]	3	Lubricate	replacement	o-rings	with	plumber’s	grease.	Also	purchase	a	small	container	of	plumber’s	grease	from	the	store.
Coat	the	o-rings	in	the	grease,	then	slide	them	over	the	faucet.	Fit	them	into	the	faucet’s	grooves.	Replace	the	handle	and	test	the	faucet.[20]	4	Clean	the	diverter	valve	with	vinegar.	The	diverter	valve	is	the	small	plastic	piece	on	the	front	of	the	faucet.	Remove	the	handle	to	find	it,	then	pull	on	it.	It	should	come	out	without	much	of	a	fight.	Soak	it	in
vinegar	and	scrub	it	with	a	nylon	cloth	to	clean	it.[21]	If	the	valve	still	doesn’t	work	or	won’t	come	out,	it	may	be	clogged.	Get	help	from	the	manufacturer.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Sink	strainer	or	towel	Microfiber	cloth	or	nylon	abrasive	pad	Vinegar	Small	container	Camera	Allen	wrench	Spanner
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you’ve	got	a	drippy	faucet	or	a	handle	that	spews	water	every	time	you	turn	it,	you	may	be	tempted	to	call	a	plumber.	But	what	if	you	could	solve	the	problem	yourself	and	save	some	money	in	the	process?	It’s	easy	to	fix	a	leaky	faucet	yourself.	We’re	going	to	help	you	figure	out	what	kind	of	faucet	you	have	and	then	walk	you	through	the	repair	step
by	step,	so	read	on	to	learn	more.	Turn	off	the	water	to	the	sink	and	stuff	a	rag	in	the	drain.	Disassemble	the	handles	by	looking	for	a	small	screw	slot	and	unscrewing	the	fastener.	If	there’s	no	slot,	pry	the	handle	off	manually.	Depending	on	the	style	of	sink,	you’ll	need	to	replace	the	rubber	O-ring	inside	the	valve	or	replace	the	entire	assembly.	1
Turn	off	the	water	to	your	faucet.	Look	underneath	your	sink	for	the	water	supply	lines	that	run	up	to	the	handles.	Locate	the	valves	where	those	pipes	feed	into	the	wall	and	turn	them	counterclockwise	all	the	way.	This	will	shut	the	water	off	and	help	you	avoid	making	a	mess.[1]	2	Plug	the	drain	to	avoid	losing	any	small	parts.	Use	a	sink	plug	if	you
have	one.	If	you	don’t,	shove	a	rag	inside	of	the	drain	to	block	it.	Nothing	will	ruin	your	day	faster	than	watching	a	screw	or	washer	you	need	slide	down	the	drain	when	you	accidentally	drop	it.[2]	3	Figure	out	what	type	of	faucet	you	have.	There	are	tons	of	different	styles	out	there,	but	there	are	really	only	4	types	of	faucet	assemblies.	How	you
repair	your	faucet	depends	on	the	type	of	faucet,	so	figure	this	out	first	before	proceeding.	You	may	need	to	take	your	faucet	apart	before	you	can	sort	this	out.[3]	A	compression	faucet	is	the	most	basic	type.	It	relies	on	a	small	stem	that	raises	up	or	down	to	control	the	flow	of	water.	Most	“cheap”	faucets	are	compression-style.	A	ball	faucet	contains	a
ball	bearing.	The	faucets	with	a	single	handle	where	you	move	it	left	or	right	to	make	the	water	hot	or	cold	are	ball	faucets.	A	cartridge	faucet	contains	a	cartridge	that	rotates	to	allow	the	flow	of	water.	The	materials	of	the	cartridge	will	vary,	but	the	handle	often	has	a	decorative	cap.	Most	“fancy”	faucets	have	cartridges.	A	ceramic-disk	faucet
contains	1-2	ceramic	cylinders	that	spin	to	allow	water	to	flow.	The	high-end	faucets	with	the	single	handle	on	the	side	(not	the	back!)	are	usually	ceramic-disk	faucets.	Advertisement	1	Remove	each	handle	with	a	screwdriver	and	gentle	force.	Pry	off	the	decorative	cap	if	there	is	one.	If	there	are	screw	slot	openings,	grab	a	screwdriver	and	remove
the	fasteners.	Then,	take	the	handles	off.[4]	If	you’re	only	adjusting	one	leaky	faucet	handle,	you	don’t	need	to	remove	both	of	the	handles.	The	decorative	cap	might	be	a	label	for	“hot”	or	“cold,”	or	it	may	be	a	little	circular	piece	covering	up	a	screw	slot.	Cheaper	compression	faucets	are	unlikely	to	have	these	pieces.	2	Use	a	wrench	to	remove	the
nut.	There	is	a	stem	under	the	handle	that	sits	on	top	of	the	O-ring,	which	sits	on	top	of	a	seat	washer.	The	seat	washer	is	usually	made	of	rubber,	which	can	get	worn	out	after	a	while.	If	your	faucet	is	dripping,	this	is	mostly	likely	the	culprit.[5]	3	Pull	out	the	stem	using	a	wrench	or	your	hands.	If	the	stem	won’t	come	out	when	you	twist	it	or	pull	on	it,
use	a	wrench	to	pry	it	out	or	unscrew	it.	This	will	expose	the	O-ring,	which	will	be	thinner,	and	the	seat	washer,	which	will	be	thicker.	If	the	handles	are	leaky	replace	the	O-ring.	Take	the	old	one	to	the	hardware	store	and	use	it	to	find	a	replacement.[6]	Reassemble	the	faucet	handle	and	test	the	water	once	you	replace	the	O-ring.	4	Remove	the	seat
valve	washer.	This	is	the	upside-down	brass	screw.	Either	unscrew	it	by	hand,	or	use	a	wrench	to	loosen	and	remove	the	valve	washer.	If	your	faucet	is	leaking,	this	is	probably	the	main	culprit.[7]	5	Replace	the	seat	washer	with	an	exact	replica.	Since	these	washers	aren’t	universal,	take	it	with	you	to	the	hardware	store	to	find	a	replacement.	If	you
can’t	find	a	replacement,	contact	your	faucet’s	manufacturer	to	order	one	directly	from	them.	Coat	the	replacement	in	plumber’s	grease	before	installing	it	back	in	the	valve.[8]	You	can	use	petroleum	jelly	instead	of	plumber’s	grease	if	you	prefer.	6	Reassemble	each	handle	and	check	your	work.	Put	everything	back	together	the	same	way	you	took
them	apart.	Tighten	any	screws	or	fasteners	you	removed.	Then,	turn	the	water	on	and	let	it	run	for	a	few	minutes	to	wash	out	any	debris.	Any	minor	leaks	should	now	be	fixed.	If	you	do	find	any	leaks,	confirm	that	you	installed	the	O-ring	and	seat	washer	correctly.	If	there’s	still	a	leak,	you	likely	have	to	replace	the	entire	faucet.	Advertisement	1	Buy
a	replacement	kit	for	your	ball	faucet.	Ball	faucets	have	several	parts	that	require	replacement.	They	need	special	tools,	too.	You	won't	need	to	replace	the	entire	faucet,	just	the	faucet	cam	assembly.	All	of	the	stuff	you'll	need,	including	the	tools,	should	be	included	in	this	type	of	kit	that	runs	about	$20.[9]	Look	for	a	kit	that	specifically	mentions	your
specific	faucet	brand	and	model	as	compatible.	2	Unscrew	the	handle	and	remove	it.	Lift	off	the	handle	and	place	it	aside.	You	may	need	to	unscrew	a	small	faster	that	holds	the	lever	in	place	on	top	of	the	ball	cap.	Pop	off	the	spout	and	handle.[10]	3	Use	pliers	to	remove	the	cap	and	collar.	Loosen	the	faucet	cam,	which	is	the	threaded	bit	on	top	of	the
entire	valve	assembly.	There	is	a	specific	tool	in	your	replacement	kit	for	this	purpose,	so	follow	the	instructions	that	came	with	your	kit.	Remove	the	faucet	cam,	washer,	and	ball.[11]	This	will	look	like	a	"ball	and	socket"	joint	in	your	body—a	movable	(usually	white)	rubber	ball	plugs	the	socket,	which	stops	the	water	and	releases	it.	4	Remove	the
inlet	seals	and	springs.	Reach	inside	of	the	faucet	body	using	needle-nose	pliers	and	pull	out	the	small	seals	and	springs.	Note	how	these	components	are	attached	to	the	valve,	which	should	help	when	it’s	time	to	reassemble	your	faucet.[12]	5	Replace	the	O-rings	by	sliding	them	on	by	hand.	Cut	off	the	old	O-ring	and	coat	the	new	one	in	plumber’s
grease.	Slide	it	onto	the	assembly	where	the	old	O-ring	was	located.[13]	In	the	vast	majority	of	cases,	the	O-ring	is	the	culprit	for	the	leak.	You	can	use	petroleum	jelly	instead	of	plumber’s	grease	if	you	prefer.	6	Install	new	springs,	valve	seats,	and	cam	washers.	These	are	all	be	included	in	your	kit,	and	should	be	essentially	the	reverse	of	the	process
you	completed.	Wherever	you	took	a	spring	or	washer	off,	install	a	replacement.[14]	Even	though	the	O-ring	is	likely	to	blame,	replacing	the	springs	and	whatnot	will	keep	you	from	needing	to	replace	them	in	the	near	future.	7	Reassemble	the	handle	and	test	your	work.	The	leak	should	now	be	repaired,	but	double-check	just	to	be	sure.	Turn	the
water	on	and	let	it	run	for	a	few	minutes	to	wash	out	any	debris.	Then,	check	under	the	sink	and	around	the	faucet	to	confirm	you	don’t	have	water	leaking	anywhere.[15]	Advertisement	1	Remove	the	handle	to	access	the	valve	underneath.	Pry	off	the	decorative	cap	if	you	have	one.	Then,	look	for	a	small	opening	on	each	handle	where	the	screw	goes.
Use	a	small	screwdriver	to	unscrew	the	fastener	and	then	remove	the	handles.[16]	If	you	don’t	see	any	screw	slots,	try	gently	prying	the	handle	up	by	hand	or	twisting	it	“backwards”	until	it	comes	off.	2	Remove	the	retaining	clip	if	necessary.	In	some	niche	models,	a	retaining	clip	holds	the	cartridge	in	place.	This	is	a	circular,	threaded	piece	that’s
usually	made	of	plastic.	Use	pliers	to	pry	it	off	of	the	cartridge.[17]	3	Pull	the	cartridge	out	or	stand	it	up	straight.	The	cartridge	may	come	right	out.	If	it	doesn’t,	pull	it	up	until	you	hear	a	click.	This	is	the	position	the	cartridge	sits	in	when	the	water	is	on	full	blast.[18]	4	Remove	the	faucet	spout	if	the	cartridge	doesn’t	come	out.	Slide	the	spout	up	off
of	the	cartridge	and	set	it	aside.	Locate	the	O-rings	at	the	base	of	the	cartridge.	5	Replace	the	O-rings	or	swap	out	the	cartridge	entirely.	If	your	cartridge	looks	undamaged	and	it’s	inside	the	faucet	opening,	simply	clean	it	off	with	a	damp	cloth	and	replace	the	O-ring.	However,	if	the	cartridge	looks	damaged	or	it	simply	looks	unreasonably	old,
purchase	a	replacement	and	stick	it	inside	the	opening.[19]	The	cartridge	will	click	in	place	when	you	insert	it.	There’s	only	one	way	for	the	cartridge	to	go	in,	so	it’s	impossible	to	get	this	one	wrong.	You	must	purchase	a	replacement	cartridge	designed	specifically	for	your	faucet	brand	and	model.	6	Reassemble	the	handle	and	confirm	everything
works.	The	leak	should	now	be	repaired.	Put	the	handle	back	over	the	cartridge,	install	the	retaining	clip	if	there	was	one,	and	turn	the	water	back	on	to	confirm	everything	is	smooth.[20]	Advertisement	1	Take	out	the	handle	and	remove	the	escutcheon	cap.	Unscrew	the	handle	by	turning	it	counterclockwise	until	it	comes	loose	or	removing	the
fastener	holding	the	handle	in	place.	Locate	the	escutcheon,	which	sits	directly	beneath	the	handle	and	is	usually	made	of	metal.	Lift	the	escutcheon	off	to	reveal	the	cylinders	underneath.[21]	2	Unscrew	and	remove	the	disk	cylinder.	Every	ceramic-disk	faucet	is	going	to	be	different,	but	you	typically	use	a	screwdriver	to	loosen	the	retainer	nut	or
mounting	screw	that	holds	the	disk	cylinder	in	place.	Then,	lift	the	cylinder	out	of	the	opening	in	your	faucet.[22]	Depending	on	the	design	of	your	faucet,	you	may	have	multiple	disk	cylinders.	Take	all	of	them	out	if	you	do,	but	note	the	way	they’re	arranged	on	top	of	one	another.	3	Pry	out	the	seals	and	clean	the	cylinders.	White	vinegar	would	work
well	for	this,	especially	if	you	have	hard	water.	Soak	the	disk(s)	for	2-3	hours	to	work	out	the	build-up	and	then	assess	whether	or	not	they're	reusable.[23]	Use	your	gut	with	the	disks.	If	they	look	like	trash,	they	probably	need	to	be	replaced.	4	Replace	the	seals	or	cylinder	disk	if	they	look	damaged.	If	the	seals	look	pitted,	frayed,	thin,	or	otherwise
worn	but	the	disk	is	fine,	simply	take	it	to	the	home	improvement	store	and	buy	a	replacement.	Otherwise,	purchase	a	new	disk	deigned	specifically	for	your	faucet	model.[24]	5	Reassemble	the	handle	and	turn	the	water	on.	Put	everything	back	the	way	it	originally	was.	Then,	turn	the	handle	for	a	few	minutes	to	allow	the	water	to	flush	out	any	debris.
Check	under	the	sink	and	around	the	faucet	handles	for	leaks	to	confirm	everything	works.[25]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	Do	I	need	to	shut	off	the	main	water	supply	before	I	do	this?	David	Balkan	Professional	Plumber	&	CEO	of	Balkan	Sewer	&	Water	Main	David	Balkan	is	a	Professional	Plumber,	CEO	of	Balkan	Sewer	and	Water
Main	Service,	and	President	of	Balkan	Sewer	and	Drain	Cleaning.	As	a	hands-on	owner	of	these	companies	for	over	40	years,	David	is	knowledgeable	about	water	service	lines,	sewers,	and	drain	line	issues.	David	is	a	Committee	Chairman	of	the	Master	Plumbers	Council	and	has	sat	on	the	Executive	Committee	of	the	Sub	Surface	Plumbers	Association
of	New	York	for	over	30	years.	His	knowledge	and	solution-oriented	approach	contributed	to	Balkan	Sewer	and	Water	Main	Service	being	the	largest	and	most	trusted	service	in	New	York	City	and	the	recipient	of	the	2017	Angie’s	List	Super	Service	Award.	No,	every	sink	has	its	own	shutoff	valve	that	you	can	use.	It	should	be	under	the	sink.	You	just



need	to	turn	the	water	supply	to	the	sink	off.	Question	My	compression	faucet	handles	are	solid	and	there	are	no	screws	anywhere.	What	should	I	do?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	See	the	seam	where	the	handle	meets	the
faucet	fixture?	Slide	a	flathead	screwdriver	in	that	seam	and	pry	the	handles	up.	Question	My	leak	is	located	at	the	shut-off	valve	for	cold	water	underneath	the	sink.	What	sort	of	parts	do	I	need	to	buy?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and
comprehensiveness.	Before	you	buy	anything,	grab	a	wrench	and	tighten	the	nut	right	behind	the	valve.	The	plumber's	tape	on	that	nut's	threading	can	degrade	over	time	which	can	cause	a	leak.	Luckily,	turning	that	nut	a	few	times	should	fix	it.	If	the	leak	is	coming	from	under	the	sink,	try	tightening	the	nut	under	the	sink	handle.	If	none	of	this
works,	just	replace	the	supply	line	entirely.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	for	reading	our	article!	If	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	faucet	repair,	check	out	our	in-depth	interview	with	Dave	Jones.	Co-authored	by:	Master	Plumber,	Roto-Rooter	Plumbing	&	Water	Cleanup	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Dave	Jones	and	by
wikiHow	staff	writer,	Eric	McClure.	Dave	Jones	is	a	Professional	Plumber	and	the	Midwest	Regional	Vice	President	at	Roto-Rooter	Plumbing	&	Water	Cleanup.	In	1992,	Jones	joined	Roto-Rooter	as	a	drain	service	technician	at	the	age	of	18.	Since	then,	he	has	risen	through	the	ranks	into	positions	of	increasing	authority.	Dave	served	as	general
manager	of	Roto-Rooter’s	Charlotte,	North	Carolina,	and	Atlanta,	Georgia	branches	before	being	promoted	to	Contractor	Area	Manager	and	later	to	Regional	Vice	President.	Dave	holds	Master	Plumber	Licenses	in	Pennsylvania,	North	Carolina,	and	Georgia.	This	article	has	been	viewed	2,408,238	times.	Co-authors:	55	Updated:	March	30,	2025
Views:	2,408,238	Categories:	Faucet	Repairs	Article	SummaryXTo	fix	a	leaky	faucet,	first	turn	off	the	water	to	your	faucet	by	twisting	the	valve	under	the	sink.	If	there’s	no	valve,	turn	off	the	water	supply	for	your	whole	house.	Turn	the	faucet	on	to	empty	any	water	in	the	pipes,	and	plug	the	drain	so	nothing	falls	down	it	while	you’re	working.	If
there’s	a	set	screw	behind	the	faucet	handle,	use	an	Allen	wrench	to	remove	it,	then	take	the	handle	off.	Alternatively,	if	there’s	a	top	screw	cover	on	the	handle,	pry	it	off	with	a	flathead	screwdriver,	then	loosen	the	screw	beneath	it	and	remove	the	handle.	With	the	handle	off,	use	a	wrench	to	loosen	and	remove	the	nut	in	the	handle	assembly.	Pull
the	handle	cartridge	up	and	out	of	the	sink.	Use	a	cloth	to	wipe	down	all	of	the	loose	parts	and	the	area	around	the	handle.	If	the	O-ring	looks	old	or	damaged,	replace	it.	Get	a	matching	replacement	for	the	old	cartridge,	then	insert	the	new	cartridge	back	into	the	sink.	Now	tighten	the	nut	back	into	place	with	the	wrench	and	reattach	the	handle.
Finally,	turn	the	water	back	on	and	check	that	your	faucet	is	no	longer	leaking.	If	you	need	to	learn	how	to	fix	a	compression	or	cartridge	faucet,	keep	reading!	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	2,408,238	times.	"I	didn't	think	a	leaky	faucet	was	something	I	could	fix	myself,	but	the	steps	for	a
compression	faucet	(which	is	what	I	have)	were	straightforward	and	easy	to	follow.	Thanks!"..."	more	Share	your	story


