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SCOTUS backs Trump plan to fire Education Dept. workersA divided Supreme Court backed Trumps plan to dismantle the Education Dept. and fire hundreds of federal workers, despite a judges earlier pause.Halfway through 2025, I can't help but recall the bevy of lies that progressives and the mainstream media told me about Donald Trump before
and after he won a second term as president.I was told Trump would be the end of American democracy, the beginning of American fascism, the ruin of our economy and the best thing ever to happen to Russian President Vladimir Putin.None of that has happened, and I don't know whether to be disappointed or elated. But I must ask: What
happened? And why have things gone so right when they were supposed to be so wrong?Progressives have persistently forecast imminent economic doom since Trump was reelected in November.In April, the Associated Press reported: "President Donald Trump has panicked global financial markets,raised the risk of a recessionand broken the
political and economic alliances that made much of the world stable for business after World War I1."That same month, Sen. Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, declared that "Donald Trump is ruining the economy on purpose."” And The American Prospect, in an article headlined, "The Great Trump Crash?," predicted that tariffs would "mean an instant, near-total
halt of trade between China and the U.S."None of those dire predictions proved to be true. The S&P 500 and the Nasdaq recently reached record highs. Employers added more jobs than expected last month. The inflation rate ticked higher in June, but remains far below the 40-year high that Americans suffered under during the Biden
administration.Progressives' scary predictions about international affairs also have proven to be false. Trump was supposed to be the green light Putin needed to pummel Ukraine into submission. Trump's America first stance also was supposed to embolden China and splinter NATO.In reality, Trump has been a peacemaker, pushing for meaningful
ceasefires in conflicts from Gaza to Pakistan, Ukraine to Iran.Trump's efforts in the Middle East alone are worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize. Trump set backIran's development of nuclear weapons, then forged aceasefire between Iran and Israel. Diplomatic efforts to broker a lasting peace in Gaza also continue.If there is to be a World War III, it doesn't
appear imminent. Once again, progressives' claims about Trump were nothing but fearmongering.Probably the biggest lie the left has told about Trump is that his election would be an "extinction-level threat" for democracy.Six months into Trump's second term, I'm happy to report that democracy is still alive and well. Just look at recent headlines:
New York Democrats exercised their right to vote for a socialist to run America's largest city. Millions of Americans marched in "No Kings" protests to criticize the president. Other protestors have taken to the streets to demonstrate against enforcement of our nation's immigration laws.Despite liberals' oft-repeated fears, the evidence overwhelmingly
points to a healthy democracy, where Americans vote for the candidates of their choice and raise their voices to call out politicians and policies they don't like.Trump isn't a king; he's a duly elected president chosen by a healthy plurality of voters. His election was democracy in action.It's not just that progressives' worst fears turned out to be far from
reality. The left tried to gaslight Americans into believing they'd regret voting for Trump.The fearmongering on the left was wrong, then and now. And I won't let liberals forget it.Nicole Russell is an opinion columnist with USA TODAY.She lives in Texas with her four kids.Sign up for her newsletter, The Right Track, and get it delivered to your
inbox.As President Donald Trumps second term barrels past the 100-day mark (April 30th, 2025), conservatives across America are taking stock of a presidency thats hit the ground running with bold moves, yet left some promises on the sidelines and sparked a few head-scratching moments.The Good: A Conservative Comeback in Full SwingTrumps
return to the White House on January 20, 2025, kicked off with the same fire that got him elected. Hes unleashed a wave of executive actions 130 executive orders, 35 proclamations, and 36 memorandums by mid-April that show hes serious about reshaping the out-of-control federal government and keeping one of his core campaign promises.First,
immigration enforcement is back with a vengeance. The Laken Riley Act, signed into law on January 29, 2025, requires ICE to detain illegal immigrants accused of theft-related crimes or assaulting police officers. It also lets states sue the Department of Homeland Security for failing to enforce immigration laws a big win for state rights and
accountability. ICE arrests have surged 627% compared to the Biden years, with over 20,000 illegal migrants detained in February alone, and border crossings have dropped by 95%. Trump has gone after high-priority targets, including suspected members of the Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua under the Alien Enemies Act. Despite critics like Ezra
Klein claiming Trump is disappearing people, the reality is hes lawfully deporting illegal immigrant-criminals to their home countries, others to nations willing to accept them often with safer, more dignified transportation than the dangerous routes they took to get here.On the economic front, Trumps fight to extend the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
(TCJA) has conservatives fired up. With the TCJA set to expire at the end of 2025, Trumps team is pushing to keep lower tax rates, bigger deductions, and the child tax credit policies that let working families and businesses hold onto more of their hard-earned cash.The Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), spearheaded by Elon Musk and his
team, is a standout victory, delivering on Trumps promise to gut the federal bureaucracy. DOGE has slashed tens of thousands of federal jobs. On top of that, around 75,000 employees, including over 20,000 at the IRS, have taken deferred resignation offers, opting for paid leave through September in exchange for leaving their posts. These cuts,
targeting probationary workers and agencies seen as bloated, are a conservative dream come true, trimming waste and reining in a government conservatives view as out of control.Trumps foreign policy has also scored points with the America First crowd. His brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, led by special envoy Steve Witkoff, shows
he can still close tough deals on the world stage. Perhaps the most powerful win is Trumps pardon of January 6 defendants. Keeping a campaign promise, he granted clemency to those convicted for their actions at the Capitol, a move thats energized conservatives who see these prosecutions as politically motivated attacks. Pair that with the firing of
federal prosecutors and FBI agents tied to those cases, and its obvious Trump is committed to dismantling what many conservatives view as a biased justice system.The Bad: Promises Still in the WorksDespite the successes, conservatives are still waiting on some major promises Trump made on the campaign trail. The mass deportation operation,
hyped as the largest in U.S. history, hasnt yet reached the scale Trump promised. While ICE arrests are up with a goal of 1,200 to 1,500 per day which is still short of the millions he talked about. Border Czar Tom Homan has pointed to funding shortages, saying itll take $86 billion to ramp up operations. Without action from Congress, conservatives
are wondering when Trumps deportation plan will fully take off.The gutting of the Department of Education over 1,300 workers fired is a strong step toward dismantling an agency conservatives cant stand. But completely shutting it down needs Congresss approval, and while Republicans control both chambers and the White House, some moderate
senators might slow things down.Trumps pledge to pause refugee admissions and cut Bidens annual cap of 125,000 hasnt fully come together yet. While his team has hinted at tougher rules, no firm cap has been set, leaving conservatives hungry for a stronger stance on resettlement programs they see as a security concern.The Challenges:
Roadblocks from the OutsideThen there are the moments that have conservatives frustrated not because Trumps lacking commitment, but because bureaucrats, activist judges, and liberal holdouts keep throwing up obstacles. These setbacks only make conservatives more determined to see Trumps agenda through, but theyre hard to swallow.Topping
my list is the troubling news that FBI Director Kash Patel has let agents opt out of joining ICE raids. For conservatives, ICE operations targeting criminal illegal immigrants are a fundamental duty of federal law enforcement. Its maddening to hear some FBI agents are allowed to skip these raids because theyre uncomfortable.The Guantanamo Bay
migrant detention plan is another sore spot. Trumps order to expand the facility to hold thousands of high-priority detainees was a smart move to show criminal illegal immigrants will face real consequences. But bureaucratic delays and logistical holdups have slowed things down, with only 20 migrants detained by early March and construction stuck
in neutral. This isnt a lack of conservative resolve; its sluggish contractors and outdated infrastructure blocking a policy that embodies America First.The firing of nearly 25,000 recently hired federal workers was a conservative favorite, aimed at cutting down a bloated bureaucracy. But an activist judges ruling, steeped in judicial overreach, called
these firings likely illegal, forcing the administration to bring the workers back. This isnt a conservative mistake; its a clear case of unelected judges ignoring the will of the American people to protect the swamp.The slow progress on defunding sanctuary cities has conservatives restless. Trump campaigned hard on cutting federal funds to cities like
San Francisco and Chicago that protect illegal immigrants a policy conservatives see as critical for law and order.Before we get too frustrated, lets not forget: Trumps a sharp dealmaker, and what seems like a delay might just be him laying the groundwork for something big. We dont always see his full plan, and hes got a track record of pulling off
surprises.Looking Ahead: Can Trump Keep the Momentum?Trumps first 100 days have been packed with conservative victories, from immigration crackdowns to tax and deregulation pushes that put America First. The unfinished business mass deportations, dismantling the education department, and keeping the deficit in check reminds us that
governing is harder than campaigning.Conservatives are fired up, but theyre also keeping a close watch. Will Trump deliver everything he promised, or will bureaucratic pushback and logistical snags slow him down? As we head toward the next 100 days, one things certain: Trumps at the helm, and the road ahead is rough. Heres hoping he keeps his
foot on the gas and his focus on the prize..M. Ray Evans, a U.S. Navy veteran who served his time, lives in Northeast Florida, with his wife, Grace. Recently retired after decades as a senior executive in international real estate development, working across more than ten countries, mostly in East Asia, where he built a solid track record over the years.
A conservative and patriot by conviction..Featured Image: Defense Visual Information Distribution ServiceThe above article (Trumps First 100 Days: A Scorecard of Wins, Waits, and Wobbles) was created and published byBy M. Ray Evans and is republished here under Fair Use (see disclaimer below) with attribution to the articles author.Welcome to
TLB Project NeighborhoodTLBTalk ShakeAndWake Radio TLB Network The Butcher ShopStay tuned to How did this happen?US voters have spoken: Donald J. Trump will be the 47th President of the United States. He is the first president since Grover Cleveland to serve non-consecutive terms. He is already sure to defeat Kamala Harris by winning at
least 270 electoral votes and the key swing states of Georgia, North Carolina and Pennsylvania.A key reason for Trumps comeback is the Biden administrations poor performance in the eyes of US voters. Trumps campaign focused on criticism of the Democrats handling of the economy, especially the increase in the cost of living, as well as the surge in
the number of illegal migrants crossing the southern border. He was able to pin responsibility for the wars in Ukraine and Gaza on Bidens perceived weakness and also tap into the alienation of many Arab Americans from the Democratic ticket.While maintaining a strong hold over white, non-college educated voters, Trump also made inroads among
young male voters and minorities. He has polled better among Black and Hispanic voters than any Republican presidential nominee since 1964. Trump also managed to win over many split-ticket votes: for instance, he claimed North Carolina despite the Democratic candidate for Governor winning the race by more than 10 points.The Harris campaign
also made significant mistakes. Harris was unable to turn the initial surge in enthusiasm following Bidens withdrawal into a credible and appealing platform. She failed to distance herself from Bidens unpopular policies and appeal to undecided voters.What happens now? Foreign policy under Trump 2.0As we explored in a recent EUISS commentary,
Trumps America First vision frames foreign policy primarily as a tool to advance the well-being of US citizens (the American worker) rather than to uphold the international order and support democracy. This approach questions the utility of international institutions and of traditional American alliances, especially in Europe. Trump will approach
allies in a transactional way and will reconsider US commitment to European security if he thinks that will help him reduce free-riding or trade imbalances.UnshakeableEU exports to and imports from the US throughout past US presidencies, monthly billion Data: European Commission, Eurostat, Easy Comext, 2024Trump will approach allies in a
transactional way.Second, Trumps Peace Through Strength approach will entail ending forever wars, by which he means the conflicts that broke out under Bidens presidency, and focusing on the biggest threat to US economic dominance, which is China. Trump will likely seek a way to end the war in Ukraine, potentially by reaching out to Putin and
laying the groundwork for a ceasefire although it is unclear how he would achieve it. In the Middle East, Trump wants to end the wars in Gaza and Lebanon as soon as possible which, in his view, means allowing Israel to finish the job. He will intensify the US focus on China as the biggest threat to Americas reindustrialisation, likely to the detriment
of the American commitment to Europe (but not necessarily reassuring US allies in the Indo-Pacific, who are also accused of free-riding).While much of Trumps foreign policy will mirror his first term, there will be notable differences. In 2017-21, Trump was constrained by traditional Republican advisors and by Washingtons foreign policy
establishment. This time around, he is in firm control of his party, will be surrounded by loyalists, and will seek to remove any bureaucratic hurdles to accomplish his goals.Moreover, if there is one feature that characterises Trump, it is unpredictability. Trump makes a lot of decisions based on his businessman instinct, and believes that his ebullient
personality will push foreign leaders to reach agreements. His advisors, while loyal, also hold very different positions on certain issues for instance, Vice-President-elect JD Vance openly opposes continued assistance to Ukraine, while former (and maybe future) Secretary of State Mike Pompeo claims that Trump would lift all restrictions on the type of
weapons that Ukraine can use and on the targets it can strike within Russia. This only increases the uncertainty around what we can expect from Trump 2.0. Arms imports from the USShare of total imports, %, 2019-23 Data: SIPRI, 2024What should the EU do?Given Trumps aversion to Brussels, his past record and threats to abandon Europe,
transatlantic relations will be difficult to navigate. However, the EU faces existential challenges, and it cannot afford to alienate Washington. At the same time, Brussels should not simply cave in to Trumps demands. It must show that, by continuing to work together, the EU and the US are safer and more prosperous.If there is a time for Europe to act
swiftly, it is now.Here are five key steps that the EU should prioritise to deal with Trump 2.0:1. Deliver on key goals: The EU must quickly advance work to accomplish the goals stated in Commission President von der Leyens political guidelines: strengthening European competitiveness, bolstering the EUs defence industrial base, integrating Ukraine
within the Union, and accelerating the enlargement process. If there is a time for Europe to act swiftly, it is now. Implementing these workstrands will also make the EU stronger and a more appealing partner for Washington.2. Prepare concrete responses: The EU should carefully map out the likely changes in US foreign policy, and the strategic
dilemmas that these will pose to the EU, before they take place, so that it can take action swiftly. The fact that the Commission already has a plan to counter a renewed trade war is encouraging. But how about other areas? For instance, if Trump slashes aid to Ukraine, how will EU Member States make up for it? How will NATO and EU Member
States ensure credible deterrence in Europe?3. Proactive outreach: The EU should reach out to the Trump team already during the transition, proposing common approaches rather than waiting for the new administration to carry out policy decisions unilaterally (such as moving assets from Europe to the Indo-Pacific). To develop a positive
relationship with the new administration, the EU should come armed with concrete proposals for transatlantic cooperation, from trade to dealing with China or ensuring deterrence.4. Rally partners: The EU is not alone in its concerns about a new Trump presidency. The USs long-standing allies and partners must join ranks to minimise disruptions
caused by the new presidency and adopt a unified approach towards Washington. The EU should closely coordinate with NATO, the UK, Norway and Canada to ensure a sustained American commitment to transatlantic security. The EU should also closely align with Indo-Pacific partners, such as Japan, Korea and Australia, on a common approach to
China, trade and economic security. Brussels proposals to the US will carry greater weight if they are coordinated with other allies.5. Bring the message beyond DC: Trumps return to power reflects deeper shifts within the United States: growing isolationism, the re-shoring of strategic industries and a focus on China resonate across both Republican
and Democratic electorates. These tendencies are more marked in US states beyond the traditionally pro-European East coast elites. If it wants to influence the future US trajectory, the EU needs to maintain contacts with both sides of the aisle in Congress, and in states that voted for either Trump or Harris. A more extensive outreach will help create
allies in key constituencies in the US.TIL CreativesUS President Donald TrumpPresident Donald Trump revoked the security clearances of 51 former intelligence officials. These individuals had signed a letter in 2020 suggesting that Hunter Bidens laptop emails resembled a "Russian information operation." This decision, announced through an
executive order, marks an assertive approach by the Trump administration to hold former officials accountable for what it sees as political interference.In October 2020, 51 former intelligence officials, including notable names like John Brennan and James Clapper, signed a letter hinting at Russian disinformation behind the Hunter Biden laptop story.
At the time, they clarified that they did not have evidence to support the claim but cited patterns resembling past Russian actions. The timing of the letter, released just before the presidential election, drew significant criticism, with opponents alleging it influenced public opinion during a crucial period.Also Read : Donald Trump inauguration: What is
the exact time the transition of power is official? Here are all detailsPresident Trump, who has consistently voiced concerns about the politicization of intelligence agencies, cited this letter as a clear instance of misuse of authority. His executive order accused the signatories of using their former positions to mislead the public and undermine
democratic processes.The executive order, signed on January 20, 2025, explicitly revoked security clearances for all 51 individuals. It also directed the Director of National Intelligence to review and report on any further actions or misconduct linked to the 2020 letter within 90 days. While many of the affected officials are retired and no longer hold
active clearances, the move sends a strong message about the Trump administrations stance on accountability and political neutrality.This unprecedented decision has drawn mixed reactions from various quarters. Supporters of the move see it as a necessary step to restore integrity within the intelligence community. They argue that former officials
should not use their credentials to sway public opinion during political campaigns.Also Read : How Does Red Meat Consumption Contribute to Increased Dementia Risk? Study Reveals Surprising FindingsCritics, however, warn that such actions could have long-term consequences. Some believe it might discourage intelligence professionals from
speaking out or providing candid advice for fear of political retaliation. Others view the revocation as an overreach and a politicization of the issue itself. Why did Donald Trump revoke the security clearances of 51 former officials?Donald Trump revoked the security clearances because the officials had signed a letter in 2020 suggesting that Hunter
Biden's laptop emails might be part of a Russian disinformation campaign, which he viewed as misleading and politically motivated.Who are the officials affected by Trumps decision?The affected individuals include 51 former intelligence officials, such as ex-CIA Director John Brennan and former DNI James Clapper, who signed the 2020
letter.Disclaimer Statement: This content is authored by a 3rd party. The views expressed here are that of the respective authors/ entities and do not represent the views of Economic Times (ET). ET does not guarantee, vouch for or endorse any of its contents nor is responsible for them in any manner whatsoever. Please take all steps necessary to
ascertain that any information and content provided is correct, updated, and verified. ET hereby disclaims any and all warranties, express or implied, relating to the report and any content therein. A long rambling story Donald Trump told about his uncle this week, none of which was true, has raised fresh alarms that his advanced age and the
pressures of the job appear to have him trapped in a downward spiral. Speaking at a technology summit in Pittsburgh this week, the president told that crowd that his uncle... readfullstory Donald Trump has always inhabited an alternate reality of his own making, bending and twisting the truth for personal and political gain throughout his time in the
public spotlight.Lately, though, the former presidents claims have gotten even more bizarre and outlandish a trend that just so happens to coincide with Vice President Kamala Harris surge in the polls and heightened enthusiasm among Democrats not seen since the early days of Barack Obamas presidency. Over the weekend, Trump said that a huge
crowd of 15,000 people gathered to see Harris and her new vice presidential running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, at a Detroit airport hangar last week simply DIDNT EXIST. Nobody was there, Trump claimed Sunday on his social media platform Truth Social, accusing the Harris campaign of using artificial intelligence to fake the image. Dozens
of images and videos posted online by people who attended the event confirmed that there was indeed a large crowd of Harris supporters at her Michigan rally and that Trump is, once again, lying about something plain as day.Harris also drew similar attendance at other rallies in the battleground states of Georgia, Wisconsin, Arizona and Nevada,
underscoring Trumps political peril just 90 days from the November presidential election.Vice President Kamala Harris waves to the crowd at Signature Aviation Hangar in Detroit on Aug. 7, 2024. Harris' campaign said 15,000 people attended the rally. The GOP nominee, a convicted felon, doesnt have to worry about just winning; he also has to
worry about potentially going to jail if he doesnt become president again.Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), meanwhile, accused Trump of gearing up to deny the 2024 election results. If you can convince your supporters that thousands of people who attended a televised rally do not exist, it will not be hard to convince them that the election returns in PA,
MI and elsewhere are fake and fraudulent, Sanders said in a statement on Tuesday. Last week, Trump claimed falsely at a press conference that his crowd at the White House on Jan. 6, 2021, rivaled that of Martin Luther King Jr. for his 1963 I Have A Dream speech on the National Mall, which vastly outnumbered Trumps pre-insurrection rally with
about 260,000 people.Former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) urged Trump to quit obsessing about crowd sizes and keep his eye on the ball in an interview with Fox News on Monday. Youve got to make this race not on personalities, McCarthy said. Stop questioning the size of her crowds and start questioning her position when it comes to,
what did she do as [California] attorney general on crime? What did she do when she was supposed to take care of the border as a czar?Trump hasnt shown an ability to stay focused on GOP talking points despite pleas from many in his party to do so. Hes been far more preoccupied with complaining about President Joe Bidens decision to leave the
race after Democrats called for a younger nominee, veering decidedly into conspiratorial theories about the nature of Bidens exit.This was a coup. This was a coup of a president of the United States. He didnt want to leave, Trump told billionare Elon Musk on Monday. They just took him out back behind the shed and basically shot him. Trump also
baselessly alleged during his press conference last week that Harris was working with the people that wanted [Biden] out.And in what is perhaps the biggest sign of his desperation and anger about having to face Harris in November, Trump fantasized about Biden somehow returning to try and reclaim the presidential nomination during next weeks
Democratic National Convention in Chicago.What are the chances that Crooked Joe Biden CRASHES the Democrat National Convention and tries to take back the Nomination, beginning with challenging me to another DEBATE, Trump wrote on Truth Social last week. He feels that he made a historically tragic mistake by handing over the U.S.
Presidency, a COUP, to the people in the World he most hates, and he wants it back, NOW!!! The chances are zero. Harris has officially been nominated as her partys standard bearer by 99% of Democratic delegates. Biden endorsed her last month and is reportedly scheduled to deliver a speech on the opening day of the convention. Even when Trump
does home in on Harris, he tends to get into trouble by making comments about her race and gender, eliciting grimaces from elected Republicans. He falsely claimed that Harris only recently identified as Black, and has reportedly referred to her as a bitch on several occasions in private (his campaign has denied it).20 Years OfFreeJournalismYour
Support Fuels Our MissionYour Support Fuels Our MissionFor two decades, HuffPost has been fearless, unflinching, and relentless in pursuit of the truth. Support our mission to keep us around for the next 20 we can't do this without you.We remain committed to providing you with the unflinching, fact-based journalism everyone deserves.Thank you
again for your support along the way. Were truly grateful for readers like you! Your initial support helped get us here and bolstered our newsroom, which kept us strong during uncertain times. Now as we continue, we need your help more than ever. We hope you will join us once again.We remain committed to providing you with the unflinching, fact-
based journalism everyone deserves.Thank you again for your support along the way. Were truly grateful for readers like you! Your initial support helped get us here and bolstered our newsroom, which kept us strong during uncertain times. Now as we continue, we need your help more than ever. We hope you will join us once again.Support
HuffPostFor weeks, Republicans have urged Trump to stick to hammering Harris on policy, with mixed results. This is a perfect person to run against, McCarthy told Fox on Monday. You thought John Kerry was a flip-flopper? She is the biggest flip-flop, with the most extreme positions, and you got a short time frame to do it.So dont sit back, get out
there and start making the case and use her own words to do it to her, he counseled.\r\r","\r\r","\r\r"],"adCount":0} } >After Donald Trump once againdemonstrated his monumental ignorancewith his answer to a question about child care at the New York Economic Club last week, I was curious about what people in that audience thought about him.
There was some clapping and cheering but it wasn't his usual rally crowd so it's hard to tell how enthusiastic they were. The person who asked Trump the question,Girls Who Code CEOReshma Saujani, told CNN thathis word salad answerwas insulting, which is true. But what did the Big Money Boyz in the crowd think of Trump's "economic" agenda
focused on tariffs and tax cuts but not much else according to his rambling presentation?"The GOP-leaning business elite I talk to," the Washington Post's Jeff Stein reported, "are convinced the Trump tariff threats are ultimately bluster, position-taking, bluffing."Trump benefits in numerous ways from being the world's greatest liar. People can believe
what they want to believe and these Masters of the Universe are free to think that he's just "blustering" and "buffing" and doesn't actually mean that he will impose policies that are likely to crash the economy. One suspects they think he'll just do what Republicans always do, which is hand out tax cuts to the wealthy, cut regulations, raise military
spending and slash domestic programs wherever they can get away with it.Maybe they're right, although I don't think we can be sure since Trump is surrounding himself with extremists and weirdos and has lost whatever fragile grasp he once had on reality. But they feel confident he won't disturb their fortunes, perhaps because he has one of his
own, and that's all they care about.Trump also made a startling comment in Wisconsin over the weekend about his plan for mass deportation of migrants. He said, "getting them out will be a bloody story."That's more than a little bit disturbing. It's clear that he's priming his followers to support violence across America as police and the military carry
out the Project 2025 policy of round-ups, internment camps and deportation of tens of millions of people.David Frum in the Atlanticassures usthat this won't actually happen because the logistics are too complicated and the cost is much too high. I find it hard to believe that Trump will just give up on this signature policy but perhaps Frum is right and
they'll only succeed in forcefully removing a million or so families and possibly only build a few camps instead of the thousands that would be necessary if he followed the proposed program to the letter. Frum points out that the Japanese internment in WWII was met with the cooperation of the 150,000 internees and required ten full-scale detention
camps. Imagine how much more complicated and expensive it would be to remove millions of unwilling people.You have to assume, however, with rhetoric like this, calling his deportation scheme the "conquest and great liberation of America," that he won't follow through at all:Many Americans have been worked up into a frenzy over immigration.
Still, it's always possible that, just as the Big Money Boys don't take him seriously on the issue of tariffs, most voters know in their heart of hearts that Trump is just hyping it up for electoral purposes. They don't really care if he's able to deport 100% of what he calls the "vermin" who are making our economy function. But it's certainly exciting for
them to fantasize about,Does he really meananyof that stuff? Who knows? Tariffs and immigration are the only traditional "issues" Trump has talked about for years, even as he obviously doesn't really understand them. But do they reallymeananything to him? I doubt it. Trump only cares about himself and these two issues are just talking points (kind
of like NATO dues or "take the oil") that he came up with years ago and continue to be his answers when anyone asks him about "policy."But there is one thing he keeps bringing up in his speeches and his rallies that I think he is very, very serious about. I'vewrittenabout itheremanytimesover the years because it is the one philosophical belief that he
has spoken about consistently for decades: vengeance."l love getting even when I get screwed by someone," Trumpfamously wrote in his book "Think Big":Always get even. When you are in business you need to get even with people who screw you. You need to screw them back 15 times harder. You do it not only to get the person who messed with
you but also to show the others who are watching what will happen to them if they mess with you. If someone attacks you, do not hesitate. Go for the jugular.Just last year he announced to his ecstatic CPAC audience "I am your retribution" and posted a word cloud with the word "revenge" featured prominently on his Truth Social platform.At the
Economic Club speech last week, he alluded to it again, whining about his legal travails:I didnt do that to Crooked Hillary. I said, that would be a terrible thing, wouldnt it? Putting the wife of the President of the United States in jail. But they view it differently, I guess, nowadays, but thats okay.And they always have to remember that two can play the
gameOver the weekend he posted a threat to his Truth Social platform to prosecute "Lawyers, Political Operatives, Donors, Illegal Voters and Corrupt Election Officials" to the "fullest extent of the Law which will include long prison sentences" over alleged "cheating" which, of course, isn't actually happening. The rant was followed up the next day
byanother screaming postdeclaring that Tucker Carlson had interviewed an "expert" who said that 20% of Pennsylvania mail-in ballots are fraudulent and called on the FBI to investigate. Pennsylvania ballots have not gone out yet so it's nonsense but he's already building his case.If he loses, Trump will once again try to rile up his disappointed
followers and who knows what will happen then. But he's not president anymore and it's unclear how that will help him do anything but salve his ego.If he wins all bets are off.He may or may not follow through on his inane tariffs or impractical mass deportation, but he damn sure believes in vengeance and there is no doubt he will follow through
withthatif he happens to eke out another win, especially now that he's been granted immunity by his friends on the Supreme Court. Nothing matters more to him than getting even. He means it.President Donald Trump promised "I am your retribution" to his supporters in his 2024 campaign.His first week in the White House saw him turn that threat
real.Within hours of taking the oath of office, Trump stripped security clearances from 51 former intelligence officials who had signed onto a letter describing the public release of emails from Hunter Biden's laptop as potentially part of a Russian information operation.He's removed security details for John Bolton and Mike Pompeo, despite threats
against their lives from Iran because of their work in the first Trump administration, as well as for Dr. Anthony Fauci, who faced threats over the federal response to the coronavirus pandemic. When asked about removing the details, Trump told reporters "you cant have a security detail for the rest of your life" if you work in government and that he
wouldn't feel responsible should anything happen to those individuals.Retired Gen. Mark Milley has also been informed his security detail is being pulled and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth is moving to have him demoted.Meanwhile, a purge of officials is also taking place across the government.More than a dozen people who were part of former
special counsel Jack Smith's prosecution were fired. Seventeen inspectors general at multiple federal agencies were terminated, with the administration flouting the 30 days advanced notice required by law.The White House defended the moves and said they'd do so in court if lawsuits are brought as is expected.Press secretary Karoline Leavitt was
asked on ABC's "Good Morning America" Wednesday if revoking Milley's detail and other moves against the president's critics should be considered retaliatory."I would reject that," Leavitt responded. "I think that President Trump has the right to make these decisions. And again, he doesn't think that taxpayers should be funding security for
bureaucrats and for others who have served in our government for the rest of their lives."President Donald Trump speaks at the 2025 House Republican Members Conference Dinner at Trump National Doral Miami in Doral, Fla., Jan. 27, 2025.But some experts say the actions send a message that officials are expected to fall in line with the new
administration."It's a shot across the bow," said Elaine Kamarck, a senior fellow of governance studies at the Brookings Institution. "It's intended to send to them that he's really serious about getting his agenda done."More attempts at retribution could be in store if Trump's picks for attorney general and FBI director are confirmed. He's nominated
Pam Bondi to lead the Justice Department and Kash Patel to lead the FBI, both loyalists.Bondi in her confirmation hearing pledged to keep politics out of prosecutions, but raised eyebrows among critics when she notably did not directly answer questions about Trump's 2020 election loss and his desire to target political opponents.Patel will face
senators for his hearing on Thursday. He's said in the past that "thousands and thousands and thousands" of federal employees need to be fired for aiding the so-called "deep state." He's also threatened to go after journalists.Post-Watergate, the Justice Department and its agencies enacted internal policies aimed to bolster independence that
presidents of both parties abided by.But Trump's taken a far more expansive view of executive authority, and could try to wield his influence directly over the DOJ and FBI.Already his administration's removed some career DO]J officials, sparking concern within the department's National Security Division, ABC News previously reported. Others were
reassigned to a newly-formed task force to prosecute immigration violations in so-called "sanctuary cities.""The test will really be if President Trump asked the Justice Department to prosecute someone or investigate someone, will they do it?" said Bruce Green, a Fordham Law ethics expert who examined this issue during Trump's first term.Kash
Patel gestures inside the Capital One Arena on the inauguration day of Donald Trump's second presidential term, in Washington, DC, Jan. 20, 2025.Backstops still remain if that were the case, experts noted: prosecutors could threaten revolt, courts could reject cases that lack proof of a crime or Congress could step in. But Trump is entering a second
term with Republicans controlling the House and Senate, and a conservative majority on the Supreme Court that's agreed with him on some aspects of presidential power."It's a little early to know whether all of the guardrails are being obliterated," said Green. "But sadly, all signs point in that direction."On the campaign trail, Trump repeatedly
singled out opponents he suggested be investigated or even jailed. They include former Rep. Liz Cheney and other members of the House Jan. 6 Committee as well as Biden and his family.Former President Joe Biden, in his final hours as commander in chief, issued preemptive pardons for his family, House Jan. 6 committee members, Fauci and Milley.
Trump, in his first post-inauguration interview, suggested it was a mistake for Biden not to pardon himself.Biden's pardons, however, don't prevent Congress from launching inquiries into those individuals, experts said.House Speaker Mike Johnson signaled last week he would look into the Biden pardons. House Republicans are also establishing a
new select subcommittee that will probe the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot and seek to undercut the findings of the bipartisan panel from when Democrats controlled the chamber."To us, it is disgusting. To us, it probably proves the point," Johnson said last week about the pardons for Biden's family members."Look, there's a lot of attention that's going to
be paid to this," Johnson continued. "And I think that is appropriate. And we will be looking at it as well."ABC News' Mary Bruce, Alexander Mallin, Luis Martinez and Michelle Stoddart contributed to this report.A long rambling story Donald Trump told about his uncle this week, none of which was true, has raised fresh alarms that his advanced age
and the pressures of the job appear to have him trapped in a downward spiral.Speaking at a technology summit in Pittsburgh this week, the president told that crowd that his uncle John, a former professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), taught Ted Kaczynski better known as the Unabomber.That would have been difficult since,
as MSNBC's Michael A. Cohen wrote, "John Trump passed away in 1985. Kaczynski committed bombings that killed three people and wounded nearly two dozen others from 1978 to 1995. He was finally arrested in 1996 and sentenced to life in prison in 1998. If both the president and his uncle knew that Kaczynski was the Unabomber more than a
decade before his arrest ... now that would be a story!"Combined with President Trump pinning blame on ex-President Joe Biden for the appointment of Jerome Powell to the Fed, when Trump was responsible, the MSNBC analyst expressed alarm that Trump is still repeating the debunked stories with gusto as he becomes even more detached from
facts."Trumps Unabomber tale is yet another example of the what can feel like an increasing disconnect from reality. Yet, as with so many of Trumps recent and unsettling statements, too many in the mainstream media seem uninterested in covering the story, " Cohen wrote.He then cautioned, "Right now, as we speak, the president of the United
States is showing substantial, arguably greater public evidence of possible cognitive decline. Trump at times is unaware of what is happening inside his administration, can seem clueless about major policy events, and doesnt always appear to understand the very legislation that he is promoting."He added that press is ignoring what is right in front of
their faces, after a steady diet of stories about ex-President Joe Biden's decline."One can certainly debate the extent to which Biden was truly experiencing cognitive decline. But if reporters are going to argue that the media dropped the ball in not giving that story greater coverage, then how does one explain not even talking about what is happening
right now?" he asked.You can read more here. For customer support contact support@rawstory.com. Report typos and corrections to corrections@rawstory.com. WASHINGTON (AP) Its not just criminal prosecutions that worry those who have crossed President Donald Trump. There are more prosaic kinds of retaliation: having difficulty renewing
passports, getting audited by the IRS and losing federal pensions.For the many people who have made an enemy of Trump, his return to the presidency this week sparked anxiety. Some are concerned they could go bankrupt trying to clear their names.Less than 24 hours after taking office, Trump fired an opening shot, ordering the revocation of
security clearances held by dozens of former intelligence officers who he believes sided with Joe Biden in the 2020 campaign or have turned against him. The loss of such clearances can be costly for former officials who work for defense contractors and require ongoing access to classified information to do their private sector jobs. Anybody who ever
disagrees with Trump has to worry about retribution, said John Bolton, who served as Trumps national security adviser and has become a vocal critic of the president. Its a pretty long list. I think there are a lot of people who are very worried. Bolton was among a half dozen former officials who spoke to The Associated Press about their rising
apprehensions about Trumps potential for vengeance. In the hours before Trump took the oath of office on Monday, the officials noted, outgoing President Biden took the extraordinary step of issuing preemptive pardons for frequent Trump targets such as Dr. Anthony Fauci, retired Gen. Mark Milley and lawmakers and staff who served on the
congressional panel that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.Biden also pardoned members of his family, saying baseless and politically motivated investigations wreak havoc on the lives, safety and financial security of targeted individuals and their families. The risk of being on Kash Patels listMany of the former officials were
listed in an index of deep state operatives in a book by Kash Patel, Trumps nominee to be FBI director. Patel has promised to launch a campaign against what he calls government gangsters.Most of those interviewed spoke about their fears on the condition of anonymity because they did not want to draw more attention to themselves. They are
concerned about being on the receiving end of a presidential social media post or being targeted in an online harassment campaign.They are also worried about being criminally investigated and prosecuted for actions they took as government employees, though few expressed genuine concern about being convicted. All said they were more
concerned about having to incur steep legal bills from criminal probes, congressional investigations or defamation suits. Trump has long been interested in revengeRevenge played a central role in many of Trumps remarks after he left the presidency in 2021. He said at a 2023 rally, For those who have been wronged and betrayed, I am your
retribution.In his inaugural address Monday, Trump said his proudest legacy will be that of a peacemaker and unifier, and he signed an executive order aimed at ending what he called the weaponization of the federal government under Biden. He alleged that the previous administration took actions oriented more toward inflicting political pain than
toward pursuing actual justice or legitimate governmental objectives. But hours after being sworn in, he issued executive orders aimed at settling scores, including the one stripping clearances from 50 former intelligence officers. He also rescinded Secret Service protection for Bolton, whose life has been threatened by Iran.A White House
spokeswoman did not return a request for comment.In ways big and small, the federal government has tremendous power. Its the largest single purchaser of goods and services in the world. It can audit, investigate, prosecute and cajole. It controls everything from TV broadcast licenses to passport renewals. It has the power to both add citizens to a
no-fly list or to smooth their way through passport control and TSA security checkpoints.While most of the functions of the federal government have been depoliticized for more than a century, there are many ways a president bent on revenge could upend the lives of private citizens.If you have the control of the executive branch and you dont care
very much about whether youre following the rules or following the law, theres a lot you could do thats quite hard to stop, said Barton Gellman, a senior adviser at the nonpartisan Brennan Center for Justice. Simulation examined punishing political foesGellman helped run a series of simulations last year aimed at testing the U.S. response to an
authoritarian presidency. The aim was to see how institutions both public and private would react to a president giving unlawful or unethical orders.The bipartisan group assembled for the simulation included several former governors and cabinet officials, retired military personnel, ex-members of Congress and many prominent leaders in civil society.
Participants played the role of institutions such as the Justice Department, the military and the majority and minority parties in Congress, as well as universities and the press. Some of the scenarios involved a president using the power of the government to punish political foes. What they found was that the institutions of government would ultimately
bend to a presidents wishes. Gellman believes the only check might be that the American people might not stand for it.Public opinion might actually be one of the major constraints on Trump. I dont think a majority of Americans wants to see him abusing his legal powers to try to harm his political enemies. If a pattern like that emerges, I dont think it
will be popular, Gellman said.A recent New York Times/Ipsos poll found that 73% of Americans oppose the idea of Trump trying to prosecute his adversaries, including 49% of Americans who consider themselves strongly opposed.Attorneys gear up to helpAttorneys and civil society groups are raising money and organizing on behalf of current and
former federal employees who might be in the crosshairs. Norm Eisen, a veteran lawyer and former U.S. ambassador to the Czech Republic, said hes advising individuals who have been targeted by Trump with his colleagues at State Democracy Defenders Fund, a nonprofit watchdog group.Mark Zaid, a Washington attorney who represents several of
the people whose security clearances were revoked this week, has been organizing an effort to help those who might be targeted. That includes lining up attorneys, accountants and even mental health professionals who could offer services for free.Theres not a lot we can do in advance, Zaid said, other than just be prepared for when or if he acts. In
his under-recognised 2007 book Think Big and Kick Ass: In Business and Life, Donald Trump dedicated a chapter to Revenge. He wrote: My motto is: always get even. When somebody screws you, screw them back in spades. Vengeance is a lifelong theme in the Donald J. Trump story, narrated as it is by Donald J. Trump. In 1992, he told the
interviewer Charlie Rose: I love getting even with people. Hes fond of quoting Alfred Hitchcock: Revenge is sweet and not fattening. In January this year, after his primary victory in New Hampshire, he reiterated: I dont get too angry I get even. Trump knows that the presidential election of 2024 could be the most delectable payback of all. Following
the humiliation of his loss to Joe Biden in 2020 a stolen election, he and many others believe and the exhausting persecution he has suffered ever since at the hands of the US legal system, he senses that Lady Luck, his favourite mistress, is once again bending his way. He has made Retribution the leitmotif of his campaign. In 2016, I declared I am
your voice, he told the Conservative Political Action Conference. Today I add: I am your warrior, I am your justice, and for those who have been wronged and betrayed, I am your retribution, I am your retribution. I am your warrior, I am your justice, and for those who have been wronged and betrayed, I am your retribution It feels so nice he says it
twice. Thats the hypnotic and consuming power of Trumps language. The I is you his grievance is your grievance, and vice versa. In our angrily narcissistic age, when everyone feels famous online and thwarted off, the message is almost irresistible. This week, Trump cleared two more big obstacles blocking his path back to the White House. On
Tuesday, Super Tuesday, he all but wrapped up the Republican nomination, winning 14 of 15 state primaries and forcing Nikki Haley finally to accept defeat. The day before, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously in his favour, overturning the state of Colorados decision that, under the insurrection clause of the 14th amendment, he should be barred
from running for office. Now, unless something extra-ordinary happens, the stage is set for the rematch almost nobody wanted but everybody knew would probably happen: Trump vs Biden II: This Time Theyre Even Older. A key difference between 2024 and previous Trump presidential campaigns is that now hes the favourite. Hes ahead in most
national polls and almost all the crucial swing states Georgia, Arizona, Michigan and Pennsylvania. Biden has his own sense of triumphal destiny, however, and likes fighting talk as much the Donald does. He points towards his success in 2020 and the midterm elections two years later as evidence that he should not be written off. He may be frail and
failing his job approval is below 40 per cent but Team Biden is convinced that, faced with the very real prospect of another Trump term, the great American public will see sense and re-elect the incumbent. Its true that since that shocking victory in 2016, anti-Trumpism has tended to win at the ballot. Bidens problem, though, is that at least two-thirds
of Americans feel their country is on the wrong track. That gives Trump an edge: as in 2016, hes the change candidate. Trumps supporters have always been attracted to his anti-establishment radicalism. Today, however, many independent voters feel that, while they may not like Trump, America and the free world were more stable and prosperous
under his leadership. Media pundits like to say that Vladimir Putin is trolling when he suggests he would prefer another four years of Biden. Voters look at the evidence and think that, as Trump argues, Russia, China and the forces of Islamism have all been more assertive since Biden moved into the Oval Office. Trumps closest advisers say that his big
mistake eight years ago was that, as a political neophyte, he tried to work with Washington. He appointed treacherous operators such as Reince Priebus or John Kelly, who worked with Americas most powerful institutions the media, the justice system, the FBI, the CIA to undermine him. Such talk might sound demented, but Trumps experience in
office gave him and his supporters plenty of reasons to be paranoid. The Trump-Russia investigation was largely hysterical, yet it dominated much of his first term and hampered hispresidency. Trump at an election-night watch party at Mar-a-Lago, 5 March 2024 (Getty Images) This time, Trump avers he wont make the same mistakes. If you put me
back in the White House, their reign is over, he says. I will totally obliterate the deep state. I will fire the unelected bureaucrats and shadow forces who have weaponised our justice system like it has never been weaponised before. Sick, these are sick people. And I will put the people back in charge of this country. Such rhetoric delights fans, but
opponents point out that Trump II sounds a lot like the dictatorship they claim to have been resisting for the past eight years. The New York Times and other media are full of stories about sinister groups secretly plotting to implement Trumps anti-democratic agenda. The Heritage Foundation is reportedly recruiting thousands of loyalists for its
Project 25, a hostile takeover of theadministrative state. A hardcore of Christian nationalists will, were told, drag America far to the right. Trump insiders say such talk is yet more hysteria. I hate that Project 25 shit, says one campaign staffer. All it does is produce unhelpful headlines the left uses. Im sure some of the policies they support would be
enacted but its not Trumps project 2025. Its the Heritage Foundations. And what even is Christian nationalism? Has Trump ever discussed it on stage? Dont think so. In fact, Trumps second-term plans are no mystery. Theyre all laid out in a series of Agenda 47 videos he put out last year. He will build on his historic success of reducing Americas
dependence on China through universal baseline tariffs. The heart of my vision is a sweeping proAmerican overhaul of our tax and trade policy to move from the Biden system that punishes domestic producers and rewards outsources to a system that rewards domestic production and taxes foreign companies and those who export American jobs. He
has proposals to restore law and order, execute drug dealers, give power back to American parents, protect children from left-wing gender insanity and students from the radical left and Marxist maniacs. He warns that World War III has never been closer than it is right now and pledges to smash the corrupt globalist establishment that has botched
every foreign policy decision for decades, and that includes President Biden. He promises peace through strength. Easier said than done, but its a potent message when voters look at worsening situations in Ukraine, Afghanistan and the Middle East. Trumps twin policy obsessions are immigration and energy security. He has said that he will not be a
dictator other than day one. Were closing the border and were drilling, drilling, drilling. He vows to undo Bidens Green New Deal (I call it Green New Hoax) and revive US industry by ensuring that America has the lowest cost of energy of any industrial country anywhere on earth We will develop the liquid gold that is right under our feet and more
energy will mean lower inflation and itll mean more jobs. Trump and his advisers make no attempt to disguise their plans for a blitz on illegal immigration, which has escalated dramatically under Biden. His campaign proposes to use the armed forces and the militarys budget to secure Americas southern border and re-enact Eisenhowers operation
wetback programme to deport undocumented aliens. He will also urge Congress to ensure that anyone caught trafficking children across our border receives the death penalty immediately. Such policies dismay liberal commentators. But the public are more horrified at Bidens failure to control illegal immigration. Trumps more intelligent critics will
say that he made all these promises before. Many others will call him racist and fascist. But, for all the fear and loathing that surrounds Trump, a majority could see his vengeful comeback as he does as an almighty vindication. When other people see that you dont take crap, Trump said in Think Big and Kick Ass, they will respect you. Theres
something very American about that. Listen and subscribe: Apple | Spotify | Google | Wherever You ListenSign up to receive our twice-weekly News & Politics newsletter.The Washington Roundtable discusses President Trumps first week in office, during which he broke a record for the most executive orders any modern-day President has signed on
Day One. The Presidents Inaugural Address and barrage of orders seemed driven by a sense of grievance, accrued in the course of four years out of office, four criminal prosecutions, and a deep desire for revenge. Will an apparatus of rage, taking form as vengeance, ultimately inhibit the government from performing its functions? Plus, the
Roundtable discusses the Episcopal Bishop Mariann Buddes remarks at the interfaith prayer service, and the importance of speaking truth to power.This weeks reading:Tune in wherever you get your podcasts. WASHINGTON After winning the election last year, Donald Trump sought to reassure Americans he wouldnt seek vengeance against his
political opponents despite making many threatening comments about his perceived enemies on the campaign trail.Im not looking to go back into the past, Trump told NBCs Meet the Press in December. Im looking to make our country successful. Retribution will be through success.It was a hollow campaign promise he abandoned just a few days into
his second presidential term. Now, a month later, Trumps administration has dropped all pretense about focusing on the future by using the powers of the state to attack his political opponents, threatening federal investigations of Democratic officials, and attempting to silence dissent by banning media organizations that dont conform to the
presidents agenda.While Trump and his MAGA allies maintain that hes just returning the favor after being picked on by President Joe Bidens administration, alarmed Democrats see echoes of totalitarianism in Trumps administration, especially as the White House and billionaire Elon Musk run roughshod over Congress, freezing spending and making
a mockery over its power of the purse. Anyone listening to Donald Trump during the campaign and knowing his background of distortion and untruth had to see it coming. Retribution for Donald Trump is like breathing for him, Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) said. We warned about it and now its here, so we just need to fight it. Menace Threatens
DemocratsEd Martin, the interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, has acted as a legal attack dog for Trump and Musk, calling himself and those in his office Trumps personal lawyers. Last week, he sent threatening letters to Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Rep. Robert Garcia (D-Calif.) accusing the two of threatening



other public officials, including Musk, and suggesting that his office would open investigations into the two Democrats. Hes also vowed to use his office to protect Musks Department of Government Efficiency and hold accountable those who threaten the group. Whats happening at the D.C. attorneys office is despotic. Ed Martin is an absolutely anti-
democratic totalitarian menace, Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) warned on Tuesday. Martin, a Missouri Republican who has no experience as a judge or federal prosecutor, is serving in an acting capacity and will need to be confirmed by the Senate to stay on the job.Most Republicans seemed unaware or unbothered by Martins approach so far, but Sen.
Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said he could have a real challenge getting confirmed.I want people to go into the FBI and the DO]J and not be guilty of the very thing that theyve criticized their predecessors for, Tillis told HuffPost. If somebody violated a law cut and dried but dont name a person then figure out what
crime they did. I just think that that makes us no better than the people that were criticizing.Asked Tuesday if U.S. attorneys served as the presidents personal lawyers, as Martin contended, Tillis was blunt: No.Dangerous Press CrackdownThe Federal Communications Commission is ordering investigations into media organizations while the White
House is cracking down on the medias ability to report from its grounds, barring The Associated Press from events because it refuses to refer to the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America and determining which news outlets can regularly cover Trump up close, shattering decades of precedent that one expert called a dangerous move for
democracy.Having served as a Moscow correspondent in the early days of Putins reign, this reminds me of how the Kremlin took over its own press pool and made sure that only compliant journalists were given access, Peter Baker, chief White House correspondent for The New York Times, wrote on social media Tuesday. He added the White House
is making certain everyone else knows that the rest of us can be barred too if the president does not like our questions or stories.A federal judge on Monday refused to immediately order the White House to restore The Associated Press access to presidential events, but suggested the news organizations legal case had merit in a coming hearing over
its First Amendment rights, calling the Trump administrations decision to exclude it from White House events viewpoint discrimination.Most Republicans have said little about Trumps crackdown on the press even as some conservative media outlets have expressed concerns regarding a future Democratic administration possibly coming after them. I
think the AP has kind of been a propaganda outlet, to be honest with you, in the last few years, insisting on using the word insurrection, Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) told HuffPost on Tuesday, referring to the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. We Are The Federal LawTrumps administration is also using the powers of the federal government to
attack Democratic-run states for standing in the way of its agenda, including efforts to restrict illegal immigration and ban transgender women from competing in womens sports. Earlier this month, the Justice Department sued the state of Illinois and the city of Chicago, accusing them of impeding his immigration policies, while Trumps border czar
Tom Homan suggested the DO]J launch an investigation into Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) after the progressive congresswoman attempted to educate people about their rights while facing Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents.The Fourth Amendment is clear and I am well within my duties to educate people of their rights, Ocasio-
Cortez wrote in a post online last week. He can threaten me with jail & call names all he wants. Hes got nothing else.Meanwhile, the U.S. Department of Agriculture threatened to pull federal funding for the University of Maine over the weekend after Trump accused the state of disregarding his executive order barring transgender athletes assigned
male at birth from competing on womens teams. The USDA letter followed a heated exchange between Trump and Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) during a meeting that included other governors at the White House last week. We are the federal law, Trump told Mills after she said she would follow the law on the issue. You better do it because youre not
going to get any federal funds.To which Mills responded: Well see you in court.20 Years OfFreeJournalismYour Support Fuels Our MissionYour Support Fuels Our MissionFor two decades, HuffPost has been fearless, unflinching, and relentless in pursuit of the truth. Support our mission to keep us around for the next 20 we can't do this without
you.We remain committed to providing you with the unflinching, fact-based journalism everyone deserves.Thank you again for your support along the way. Were truly grateful for readers like you! Your initial support helped get us here and bolstered our newsroom, which kept us strong during uncertain times. Now as we continue, we need your help
more than ever. We hope you will join us once again.We remain committed to providing you with the unflinching, fact-based journalism everyone deserves.Thank you again for your support along the way. Were truly grateful for readers like you! Your initial support helped get us here and bolstered our newsroom, which kept us strong during uncertain
times. Now as we continue, we need your help more than ever. We hope you will join us once again.Support HuffPostMany of Trumps early executive orders have been put on hold by the courts, including his federal funding freeze and his bid to end birthright citizenship. Dozens of other cases are still pending before federal judges and some could
make it all the way up to the Supreme Court. I think that combination of baseless animosity and illegality seems to be the pattern for Trumps conduct, former White House ethics lawyer Norm Eisen told HuffPost. Theres nothing in his early wave of conduct thats particularly reassuring, but when he crosses legal lines, courts are readying to push back
on him.Paul Blumenthal contributed reporting. \r\r","\r\r","\r\r"],"adCount":0} } >Play All
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